HEEADQUARTERS 9TH ARMOREL DIVISION
Office of the C(»mmanding General
APO 259 U, S. Army

10 Jenuery 1945,

SUBJECT: Commendation.

T0 t+ Officers and Men of the 9th Armored Division, 12th
Armored Group, &l1th Tenk Destroyer Bettellon and
482nd AMA Battelion AW (SP).

1, The division is assembled egain after having fought
severe and criticel battles infSeveral different sectors. We ell
regret that the 9th Armored Divieipn did not fight as a single unit.

2, Combat Command "B &
Tank Destroyer Bettzlion and |
gellently in the vitel St. Vigh aree, performing on importent role
in upsetting the encmy's actidg in thet sector. Combet Commznd-*R",
Headquarters snd Heodquerters Compsny, 12th Armored Group, end
elements of the &llth Tenk De tﬁ Brttalion ond Y82nd AAA Batt-

ttached elements of the &l1lth
e B82nd AAA Bettelion fought

alion, attached, dclaycd n to the northeast of Bastogne,
Belgium thus ensbling othor Ame) troops to occupy and prepare
defensive positions in Be sne. ‘Elemonts of Combnt Command "RM
Z‘iieﬁer fought with the 10lst A _i"aome Divisgion s#nd Combat Command
B" of the 10th Armored Division in the siege of Bastogne.

3. The division, less Combet Commend "B" =nd "R", held the
sector in Luxcmbourg botween the Uth snd 28th Infantry Divisions.
Combet Command "A" snd elements. of the 8llth Tank Destroyer Batt-
alion and h&andi§A5 Battslion, attechod, corried the fight to the
enemy. thus enabling the Third Army to launch en attack on 22 December.

4, Combnt Command "A" vith mttachod units was attoched to
the 4th Armored Division on the night of 26-27 December end carried
out its mission of opening end protecting the Neufchatesu~Bastogne
Road, The division (less 1ts three combat commends) opersted rosd
blocks snd meintrincd contect betwoen the 28th Division snd the
III Corps 22-23 December, Seversl unite were improvised for this
nmission. One liprovised recomnaissence troop mainteinecéd o counter-
reconnaissance sercen on the lefi§ rear of VIII Corps, Personnel of
the Engineer rnd Reconneisssfice pattalions and tho clerks ond
service personnel of the divisi '-:ip:je used as infantry during this
ection, The supply, evacuation and meintenence units of the division
performed their duties in 2 commendsble manner,

5. The entire division and attacheé units fought like
veterans and proved their battle leadership =nd combat efficiency
to be superior. The courege, rosourcefulness ond aggressiveness
of the groups who were surrounded iirve never been excelled.

6. As Division Commender, I cxpress my pride and my sincere
eppreciation of your splendid record. We will move forwnrd to
greater sccomplishments.

7. Let us not forget our gsllent dead, and let each of us
say a fervent ond humble proyer that God will hove mercy on their
souls.

/e/ John W, Leonard

[t/ JOHN W, LEONARD

Msajor Generel, U.S. Army,
Commanding
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