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1. The beginning of th i s phase now a l l units i n the sane position as of 

November 30, 1943. 

2. On the night of 1 December, Company A f i r e d four hujidred and f i f t y rounds 
i n v i c i n i t y of two thousand to three thousand yards north of SAN VITl'OftS. Company i 
B f i r e d 397 rounds of interdictory f i r e at supply route near VITIGUSO. 2nd platoon, \ 
Company C, f i r e d 57 rounds HE, range 6500 yards, d i r e c t assault f i r e at enemy i n f - ' 
antry on !v!T. GARNO, which i s 2000 ytirds northwest of VITICuSO. 130th Infantry 
Regiment observers reported that the ricochet effect was t e r r i f i c . They reported 
that some of the Germans tripped on t h e i r own mines i n a hurried attempt to 
scatter and evade the s h e l l i n g . The Commanding General of the 45th Infantry Divisio;: 
ordered the Battalion to send out patrols to gain more information, since the 
infantry m t r o l l i n j - was not adequate. The Conunanding O f f i c e r , 645th Tank Destroyi-; 
Battalion, elected to ssnd two petrols from Company B out on the night of 1 December 
near VITICUSO. These patrols consisted of four r.en each. The previous night they 
went up to the front l i n e s so as to study the t e r r a i n the following day, then push 
off the night of 1 December. The S-2 selected th e i r route and gave them the mission 
of reaching high ground northeast of VITIGUSO during the night, staying at that place 
throughout the day and observing enemy a c t i v i t y . Neither patrol reached the i r ob­
jec t i v e due to enemy machine gun and mortar f i r e . Reconnaissance Company platoons 
s t i l l maintained CP's -flith the exception of the 3rd platoon, vrhich had to withdraw 
because of s h e l l i n g . Some of their equipment had to be l e f t behind, which was l a t e r 
recovered. 

3 . Our patrol a c t i v i t y continued on 2 December. Company sent out a three man 
patrol with the same objective as of the previous night. Company A sent two fcnir*'-
man patrols out wixh the sane mission as Company B, except they were to reach the high 
ground east of TITICUSO. Company A f i r e d 403 rounds harassing f i r e north of SAN 
VITTORE. 

4 . On 3 Decem-ber, Company A turned loose 238 rounds interdictory f i r e 3000 
yards north of SA . VITTORE. Company B followed up with 150 roimds on highway south 
of ACQUAFONDATA. 2nd platoon, Company C, f i r e d 41 rounds d i r e c t f i r e at enemy OP 
with excellent r e s u l t s . The patrols sent out 2 December again were unable to reach 
t h e i r objectives. One patrol of Company A was stopped by our infantry because the 
route took i t through an enemy outpost which the said infantry was attempting to 
take that night. The other Company A patrol reached a point 1000 yards northeast, 
of CONCACASALE-, where they heard t a l k i n g , believed to be a German outpost. Company 
B's patrol barely reached enemy teri-itory when i t was met by enemy mortar and machine 
gun f i r e . • 
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BATTLE REPORT (COOT'D) 1 December 1943 to 31 December 1943 

5. During the period 4 December through 6 December, Company A.fired 120 rounds 
interdictory f i r e on road junction 5000 yards north of SMi PIETRO; 360 rounds on 
yiTi0US0j:.?6 fbrndsnwith good eff e c t on enemy vehicles and peroaonnelj 32 rounds HE 
on r e g i s t r a t i o n j 86 rounds at personnel i n buildings 4000 yards west of SAN PIETRO 
with excellent r e s u l t s ; 712 rounds interdictory f i r e at supply route northeast of 
SAN VITTORE; 400 rounds same type of f i r e on road north of SAN PIETRO; 1600 rounds 
a t three concentrations v i c i n i t y ST. MKJLA, Company A moved the platoon which had 
been north of POZZILLI back to the company area so as to form three four-gun batter­
i e s . Company B f i r e d 150 rounds harassing f i r e on VITIGUSO. This was repeated 
the following two nights. Company C f i r e d 44-0 rounds interdictory f i r e on road 
east of FILIGNANO; 42 rounds assault f i r e on OP and personnel northwest of VENAFRO, 
i n f l i c t i n g heavy c a s u a l t i e s . Companies A and B continued t h e i r p a t r o l l i n g . Company 
A sent one patrol northeast of VITIGUSO to remain out t h i r t y - s i x ho" r s . They reach­
ed the southeastern slope of h i l l 770 where one gun was heard f i r i n g from the adja­
cent h i l l . Company B's patrol could not reach i t ' s objective due to fr i e n d l y 
a r t i l l e r y f i r e f a l l i n g on that point. 

6. 7 December found Company A f i r i n g 120 rounds at enemy personnel on M'. 
SMMJGRO and 2100 roi.mds interdictory f i r e i n v i c i n i t y of SAN VITTORE. Company B 
expended 197 rounds at VITICUSO and GASALE with devastating e f f e c t . Two three-man 
patrols from Reconnaissance Compare were sent through the l i n e s near CERRETO with 
the mission of gaining information as to dispositions and strong points on M, LA 
BONDITA. They tr a v e l l e d only 600 yards through the front l i n e s when machine guns 
began to sweep the draw they were approaching. The northern patrol also met the 
same situation i n their sector. Both patrols were able to give location of ersm'" 
machine guns. 

7. A l l companies shared the in d i r e c t f i r i n g on .3 December. Company A dropped 
224 roiinds i n ST. iviARIA during the night. Company B cracked VITICUSO again during 
the night with 102 rounds and Company C kept pace by registering with 20 rounds on 
a supply route 1000 yards southeast of VITIGUSO, then followed t h i s up during the 
night with 200 rounds on the same spot. 

8. On December 9 and 10, only A and B Qompanies f i r e d . Company A blasted 
ST. IvL-JtIA with 200 rounds interdictor:^ as well as some buildings north of the same 
town. Company B registered i n with 20 rounds. Due to shortage of 3-inch ammuni­
ti o n , an allotment of seven (7) rounds per gun per day was given. A prisoner-of-
war reported that four Germans, dressed as monks, were coming through the l i n e s to 
lay mines. A p r i e s t was arrested during the night and brought i n for interrogation 
by the Battalion S-2. He was not German. ^ 

9. On 11 December, Pceconnaissance Company sighted enem.y gun positions i n a 
draw north of SAN VITTORE, which Tvas taken under f i r e by Company A. The bursts 
C0Tj,ld not be picked up, so 178th F i e l d A r t i l l e r y Battalion finished the mission. 
The observer distinguished himself by giving excellent f i r e data, so that the 
target was h i t ' i n a few rounds. Several trucks ?;ere seen burning. E a r l y i n the 
morning. Company B f i r e d 126 rounds on road junctions around GASALE. Later i n the 
day. Company 3 Executive Officer adjusted f i r e on enemy personnel near ACQUAFONDATA. 
The 275 rounds expended terrorized the Boche. The 2nd platoon. Company C, again 
blasted enemy personnel on the reverse slope of MT. CARNO with 73 rounds. F i r i n g 
Company personnel relieved a l l of Reconnaissance Company from CP's so as to release 
the l a t t e r for patrol work. 
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10. Very l i t t l e f i r i n g was done between 12 to 14 December i n c l u s i v e . On 
13 December, Company B OP adjusted f i r e of ovm unit on enemy personnel around 
CASALE and ACQUAFONDATA. A t o t a l of 373 rounds were expended. Company 0 OP on 
top of h i l l 970 was shelled by mortar f i r e . 

11. Compa.ny A f i r e d 92 rounds on enemy gun positions on KIT UINGO (952140). 
A c t i v i t y was not seen i n -^hat v i c i n i t y after that concentration. Company B layed 
202 rounds interdictory f i r e on road at 01062795. Reconnaissance Company sent 
intelligence and reconnaissance patrol out on the night of 15 December. Their 
mission was to advance down POZZILLI-CASALE road as f a r as possible. They were 
stopped by machine gun f i r e at 024253. 'Reported that northwest slope of h i l l 470 
and southwest slope of h i l l 64O occupied by the enemy. On 16 December, Company 

B f i r e d 200 rounds i n t e r d i c t i o n on 009232 and 01062794. Reconnaissance Company 
sent out a four-man patrol to investigate t r a i l i n v i c i n i t y of 022252. Mission 
was not accomplished due to small arms f i r e . 

12. Reconnaissance Company sent a patrol to CASALE the night of 17 December. 
They found that the road at O6427O was impassable for our M-lO's and furthermore 
that the road was being continuously shelled. In order to reach further out by 
i n d i r e c t f i r i n g and to have adequate anti-tank protection i n the LJ^GOUZ area, the 
Commanding Of f i c e r , 645th Tank Destroyer Battalion, ordered one platoon from Com­
pany C put i n the v i c i n i t y of LAGONE (004276) on the morning of IS December. 
Company A moved one section on the POZZILLI-CASALE road (024253) into an anti-tank 
position. No f i r i n g during the day. On the night of 13 December, Reconnaissarn" 
Company sent another patrol into CASALS. They found the road l i t t e r e d with entuy 
equipment, which led them to believe that the enemy had made a hasty withdrawal. 
•The patrol further reported that culver cs were b i o ™ in the v i c i n i t y of 997273 and 
995274; also the bridge several hundred yards east of GASALE ^̂ AS BLOviN. 

13. On 19 December, the 2nd platoon, Company C, moved from LAGONE, to in d i r e c t 
f i r e positions i n CALLEMGHIS (045277), During the night of 19 December, Reconn­
aissance Com.pany patrol captured two Germans near CASALE. They were able to ob­
serve r i f l e and machine gun f i r e coming from MI MOLINO. Company 3 dropped 200 
rounds on the road south of ACQUAFONDATA. The following night, 20 December, Company 
B duplicated t h i s f i r i n g . The Battalion S-2 directed Company C OP ( J o l l y 5) to move 
to 986269 i n order to observe the CASALE-AGQUAFOIJDATA road. Also moved Com.pany B 

OP to 933256 for better observation on VITICUSO. Another patrol was sent out by 
Reconnaissance Company on 21 December to reconnoiter the GASALE-AGQUAFOiroATA. On 
the same say, the Corjaanding General of the 45th Infantry Division ordered Reconn­
aissance Company i n Division reserve. They moved into assembly area i n v i c i n i t y 
of 015192 to act as reserve company for -Provisional Company 751st Tank Battalion, 
who were manning out post i n the CONCACASALE area. Company B registered on VITIGUSO 
on 26 December. 

14* '-2nd Platoon, Company C, turned loose 4IO rounds interdictory f i r e near 
953268 and 962268 on 30 December. These were their f i r s t missions from the new 
position. After about a month without any enemy s h e l l f i r e , the Battalion Command 
Post i n VELIAFRO was very much surprised on 30 December to hear about 20 rounds 
whistle i n . Five more rounds were added on 31 December, 
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V , ''V : ^ \
•  15. The 3-inch gun has proven very ef f e c t i v e for i n d i r e c t f i r i n g , e s p e c i a l l y 

\^ i n t e r d i c t i o n . However, the dispersion i s great a t the ranges we have had to s 
f i r e . (From 10,000 to 14,000 yards) Also, the burst i s very d i f f i c u l t to pick up.| 
Believe the smoke s h e l l w i l l remedy that. | 

16. The OP's of the Battalion have picked up numerous targets and have fclidust-
ed f i r e upon them not only for t h i s unit but for a r t i l l e r y u n i t s . - _ 

17. The vigorous patrolling carried on by a l l companies with the exception 
of Company G, was very t e n e f i c i a l . Believe they would have been more successful 
had they the opportunity to get better acquainted with the t e r r a i n as the Infantry ; 
does. Complete coordination with the infantry w a s , d i f f i c u l t at f i r s t due to l a s t 
m.inute changes i n s i t u a t i o n , lAich did not reach us i n time. This flaw was ironed 
out and coordination was e x c e l l e n t , 

IS. The ammunition expenditure continued to be enormous at the early"part of 
the month. Since a l l the Tank Destroyer Battalions i n t h i s theatre were expending 
about the same, each gun was cut to seven (7) rounds per day. Later i n the month, 
the allotment v.'as raised to eleven (11) rounds, then at the end of the month, ally' 
limitations were removed. During the month, the Battalion expended 13,981 round^ 
HE, and 116 roiinds APC, making a t o t a l expenditure of 14, 097 rounds, ' 

19. Supplies during t h i s period offered no problems. Overshoes were dre?} 
for a l l men. Replacements were made at once on the majority of items requisitiouea. 
Rations were adequate. Men voiced t h e i r opinion as preferring "5 i n 1" to other 
r a t i o n s . V̂ hen a unit kitchen i s possible, "B" Rations are pref^pred, "10 i n 1" 
rations run t h i r d i n the men's choice. Three hundred Carbines were drawn to replace 
Thompson Sub Machine Gun, Gal. .45. A l l men armed with the Carbine Ifired t h i r t y 
(30) rounds each on the Battalion range loceted 500 yards nottheast of POZZILLI, 
F i r i n g took place between 26th and 30th of December 1943. ' 

20. A Command Inspection was held by the Battalion Commanding Officer during 
the period 20th to 24th of December 1943.. A l l Companies were inspected. Ordnance 
equipment was found to be i n good condition. The men's personal equipment and 
clothing WPS clean and serviceable i n spite of the adverse weather conditions, 

21. During the month of December, the Battalion furnished an average of f i f t y 
(50) men to the Division Pack Train as "lajle Skinners". The Battalion also had an 
absrage of t h i r t y (30) men at the F i f t h Army Rest Camp i n NAPLES. 

I ED7.ARD L. AUSTIN 
i Major, F i e l d A r t i l l e r y 

- „ Commanding 
Annex "A" Battle Report' Overlay 
Annex "B" Battle Casualty Summary ' • • 
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