
HEADQOARIERS b44TH I'AHK EESTROYER BATTALION 

APO 559 
as Army 
9 June 45 

SUBJECT: B a t t a l i o n H i s t o r y f o r the Period 1 May 1945 Through 51 
May 1945, I n c l u s i v e . 

TO : The Adj u t a n t General, 
f a r Department, 

Washington 25, DC 
The f o l l o w i n g h i s t o r y f o r t h i s o r g a n i z a t i o n i s hereby submitted 

i n accordance w i t h AH 345-105, i n c l c / 3 , d t d y Mar 43: 

a. Unit - No change 
b. Changes i n Organisation - No change 
c. St r e n g t h , Commissioned and E n l i s t e d : 

( 1) At Beginning of Period: 
O f f i c e r s 37 
• a r r a n t O f f i c e r 1 

E n l i s t e d Men 587 

( 2 ) Net Increase f o r Period 
O f f i c e r s O 
Warrant O f f i c e r 0 

E n l i s t e d Men 0 

(3) Net Deoreaae f o r Period 
O f f i c e r s 3 
Warrant O f f i c e r 0 

E n l i s t e d Uon 21 

(4) At End of Period 
O f f i c e r s 34 
Warrant O f f i c e r 1 
E n l i s t e d Uen 566 

d. S t a t i o n s of Unit or Parts Thereof: 
S t a t i o n : KIBCHWEYHE, GERMANY (881932) 

At beginning of p e r i o d 
Date of departure - 1 May 45 
SOTTOHF, GERMANY (939208) 
Date of a r r i v a l - 1 May 45 
Date of departure - 2 May 45 
BAHLEN, GERMANY (020341) 
Date of a r r i v a l - 2 May 45 
Date o f deparxure - 3 May 45 
SCHWERIH, GEHMANY (437658) 
Date of a r r i v a l - 3 May 45 
S t a t i o n at end of p e r i o d 
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e. UaxCheBi 

( 1 ) Uaxohee were made I n order t o ma i n t a i n olosa oontaot 
w i t h the enemjr or t o move t o a new sec t o r ; also t o mai n t a i n olosa 
supply and a d a l n l s t r a t l o n w i t h gun companies adTanclng w i t h eleaents 
of D i v i s i o n , The Bn Forward CP and Forward IXunpe were c e n t r a l l y 
l o c a t e d I n a sone occupied by the TD Companies. 

(2) Length o f D a l l y March: 
EIRCBWEYHE t o SOTTOHF - 18 mllee (Approz) 
SOTTOHF t o BAHIEH - 16 miles CApprox) 
BAHLEH t o SCHWERIH - 40 miles (Appro:^) 

( 3 ) P o i n t s Between Which Marched, With Dates: 
( a ) To move the Bn from KIHCHWEYHE at the 

beginning of the p e r i o d v i a the towns 
of BEVENSEH, ALTENUEDINGEN and BOHNDOBF 
to a new s t a t i o n at SOTTOBF. 

(b) To move the Bn from SOTTOBF on 2 Uay 1945 v i a 
the town of BLECKEDE t o a new s t a t i o n a t BAHLEH. 

( o ) To move the Bn from BAHLEH on 3 May 1945 v i a the 
towns of BOHLEHDORF, DERSEHOW, PRITZIEH, TODDIH, 
HAGENOW, VIEZ, BAKENDOHF, GAMUELIH, BERSEHDORF, 
WARSAW, PAMPOW and WUSTUAHE t o a new s t a t i o n at 
SCHWERIH, 

(4) Condition of Roads and Weather: 
Hoads were g e n e r a l l y good, hard topped, and I n some 

s t a t e of r e p a i r . On the f i n a l d r i v e t o the BALTIC, i n t e r a e d i a t e 
reads were used due t o the t a o t l o a l s l t u a t l o n r f Weather was 
ge n e r a l l y warm and sunny. 

(5) Marches were made w i t h o u t I n c i d e n t , (See H a r r a t l v e 
of A c t i o n f o r d r i v e t o SCHWERIH) 

f . Campeagnsi CENTRAL EDBOPE (22 Uar 45 t o End of War) 
g. B a t t l e s : 

( 1 ) Drive t o BALTIC - Beginning of p e r i o d t o 3 May 45. 
(a) The Eneatyt 

At the beginning of the p e r i o d the Bn occupied 
the Horth bank of the ELBE B l v e r . Onita of the 2d B r i t i s h Army 
had closed t o a l i n e along the south bank and p r i o r t o the 
beginning of the p e r i o d a bridgehead had bean e s t a b l i s h e d . 
The enemy had bad a week t o regroup and t r a i n a d d i t i o n a l 
manpower w i t h p o s s i b l e a t r a t e g l o reserves drawn from 
DENMARK or the area North of BKHLIN. 

At t h i s time a Junction between the Amerloana 
and Russians had been a t t a i n e d . The I t a l i a n f r o n t htul been severed 
and HDOILER had made h i s b i d f o r peace. I t was also p o s s i b l e t h a t 
the German Army would have a preference t o get out of the war and 
esoape the Russians who were hard on t h e i r heels by c a p i t u l a t i n g 
t o our f o r c e s . 

I t was a n t i c i p a t e d t h a t o f f e n s i v e a c t i o n s i m i l a r 
t o t h a t used i n the BOHH PoQket would p r e v a i l , i . e . , defense of road 
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biookB, m h a b l t e d town*, key t e r r a i n f e a t u r e s . This defense t o be 
made by I n f a n t r y aiul AA and Flak guns, the l a t t e r of wnicn were 
estimated at between 50 t o 100 Horth of the ELBE. 

Ho l a r g e mass of troops was a v a i l a b l e t o the 
eoeny and o v e r a l l s t r e n g t h was e s t i o a t e d at between 2000 and 3600 
tr o o p s . 

Ho a p e o l a l weapons were tised. 
Eneiqy morale was at a low ebb, the lowest i n the 

wary Bulk surrender t o US and B r i t i s h f o r c e s was a choloe between 
the l e s s e r of two e v i l s - the Webrmacht having a h e a l t h y r e s j w e t 
f o r the Bed Army. 

2. Enemy defenses were l i g h t t o n o t h i n g . Except 
f o r a few road blooTs and only s p o t t y r e s i s t a n c e by i s o l a t e d i n d i v ­
i d u a l s the D i v i s i o n ' s advance was u n i n t e r r u p t e d u n t i l the mass of 
p r i s o n e r s ana evacuees made i t necessary t o h a l t v 

Ho mines, obstacles or a e B o i i t l o n s were used. 
2* Enemy d i s p o s i t i o n s were many ana varied,' A 

oonglooeration of troops from a l l types of u n i t s were encountered. 
These swelled i n voluae and passed any estimate thought p o s s i b l e 
p r i o r t o the advanoe. 

Use of c o u n t e r a t t a c k - Hone 
Use of A i r - n e g l i g i b l e - Several f i g h t e r 

planes appeared over the Bn s e c t o r d u r i n g the advanoe but committed 
no h o s t i l e a c t . 

A r t i l l e r r was used i n the e a r l y stages o f 
the bridgehead but t h i s was l i g h t and e v e n t u a l l y disappeared." 

The f o l l o w i n g enemy equipment was destroyed 
or captured by t h i s u n i t d u r i n g tae p e r i o d : 

Destroyedt 1 AT gun 
4 General Purpose ven l o l e s 

Captured; 20 General Purpose Vehicles 
4. number of p r i s o n e r s of weir - 740 PWs were 

accounted f o r by t h i s Bn d u r i n g the p e r i o d . Thousands of p r i s o n e r s 
were by-passed or collecxea ±n C l e l d s and no aocurate count or es-
timaxe <jould be laade. D i v i s i o n took app 245,OOU prxsoners and 45 
Gen O f r i o e r s . 

( b ) Elements a r r e o t l n g a c t i o n : 
1 . E f f e c t i v e n e s s of enemy I n r o m a t i o n and 

reconnalssanoe - Hone 
A t t i t u d e o f c i v i l i a n p o p u l a t i o n and t n e i r 

e i i e c t on the a o t i o n - C l v l l l a n a were obeaient and d o o l i e o l a l m l n g 
f o r the most p a r t t h a t they were "Good Germane" and were gla a the 
war, i n t o which they were f o r c e d by the Hasis, was over. 

9» nature of t e r r a i n : Area was composed of 
t r a p e a o l d bounded on the n o r t h by an arm o f the B a l t i c Sea, on 



k-M. i t i 
the west by the ELBE-TBAVE Coual, on the south by the &LBE R l r e r 
and on the east by a H-S l i n e through the SCHWERINER-SEE. This 
was d i v i d e d i n t o two d i s t i n c t type t o p o g r a p h i c a l s e c t o r s . The 
ELBE V a l l e y extending east and northeast of the ELBE River f o r 
depths of two t o t e n miles and t o the east and northeast of the 
marsh lands t o the B a l t i c Sea was tmdvilating countryside -
o r t e n s i v e l y c u l t i v a t e d . The major r i v e r s , the SDEE, the 
BOISE and SCHALLE f l o w g e n e r a l l y SW through t o the ELBE, 
The area E and HE of the ELBE V a l l e y t o the sea c o n s i s t s 
of g e n t l y r o l l i n g h i l l s w i t h no d e f i n i t e r i d g e l i n e . 
Forests cover 5 t o 20% of the area, 

( o ) A o t i o n , 
1'. 644 TD Bn atti^ched t o 82d Airborne D i v i s i o n 
- u n t i l 011000 Uay 1945, Thereafter attached 

t o 8 t h I n f Dlv. 

2, U l s s l o n : See H a r r a t l v e Account of A c t i o n , 
HABJIATIVE ACCOPHT OF ACTION 

At the beginning of the p e r i o d the b a t t a l i o n ( l e s s Company A 
end the Bear CP) were i n an assembly area i n the v i c i n i t y of 
GODDIKGEN, GERILANY. Company A was across the ELBE River, 
supporting the 504th Parachute Regiment of the 82d Airborne 
D i v i s i o n . The B a t t a l i o n Bear CP was l o c a t e d at KIRCHIEYHE, 
aERMANY. 

At 010600 Uay one (1) destroyer from the 3d Platoon, Company A, 
st r u c k a l a r g e mine which overturned and burned the destroyer';'' 

During the day the l e t and 3d Platoons o f Reconnaissance Company 
continued t o support the 504th Parachute I n f a n t r y Regiment and spent 
the day e n l a r g i n g the bridgehead over the ELBE River, 

At 1000 hours on 1 May the B a t t a l i o n was detached from the 82d 
Airborne D i v i s i o n and was attached t o the o t h I n f a n t r y D i v i s i o n . 

P r i o r t o darkness on the 1st of May the B a t t a l i o n had a l l 
elements across the ELBE River and had assembled i n the bridgehead 
area i n the v i c i n i t y of BAHLEN, GERflANY. 

S t a r t i n g at 0600 hours on 2 Uay the e n t i r e B a t t a l i o n (-Rear CP) 
engaged i n a t t a c k i n g Horth from BAHLEN, GERMANY. The t m l t was i n two 
(2) columns: Companies B and C, the Forward CP, Reconnaissance Compa­
ny (-one p l a t o o n ) , were w i t h Task Force ADAMS, along w i t h elements of ^ 
the 740th Tank B a t t a l i o n , the 121st I n f a n t r y Beglment, and other x m i t s ; 
Company A and one pl a t o o n o f Reconnaissance Company were w i t h Taak 
Force K0N2IG, which also i n c l u d e d elements of the 1 2 l 8 t I n f a n t r y 
Begiaent and other u n l t a . An advance of from 35 t o 40 miles was 
made t o coordinates (348689), west of SCHVERIN, GERMANY. There 
was no i n c i d e n t . Cal .50 f i r i n g and some small arms were the 
oiay weapons used. Two (2) German planes were s i g h t e d d u r i n g 
the advance; Company A destroyed one (1) enemy l i a i s o n plane. 
Numerous p r i s o n e r s of war were taken by a l l p a r t i c i p a t i n g u n i t s . 
Movement toward the B a l t i c Sea was h a l t e d by D i v i s i o n order and 
at the end of the day the B a t t a l i o n was i n the f o l l o w i n g l o c a t i o n s : 

Forward CP CRAMONSHAffiN 
Bear CP SOTTOHF 
Company A v Vic 845780 
Company B DAT-BERO 
Company C WENDELSDORF 
Heconnalssanoe Company ... CBAMONSHACffiN 
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On 3 May the B a t t a l i o n remained I n an assembly area and 
o a r r l e d on maintenance of m a t e r i e l , r e p a i r and reorganlBatlon, 
i n a d d i t i o n t o rounding up numerous p r i s o n e r s of v a r i n and 
around a l l u n i t areas. During the l a t t e r p a r t of the day 
the Hear CP moved i n t o SCEWERIH and the balance of the Bn 
assembled i n GROSS ROGALM and KLEINER ROGALM. 

At 1600 hours Reconnaissance Company was given the mission 
of d r i v i n g and guarding p r i s o n e r s of war. One pl a t o o n began t h i s 
mission at the end of the day. 

During the remainder of the p e r i o d the e n t i r e B a t t a l i o n 
aaseabled i n SCHWERIH, GERMANY. A l l companies were given 
missions of guarding p r i s o n e r s of war and a d a i n l s t e r l o g 
d isplaced persons' aam^v,' The p e r i o d ended w i t h the 
e n t i r e u n i t engaged i n these mlssiona. 

2» Special weapons used > None 
Comaunloations: By r a d i o o n l y , due t o 
nature of a t t a c k . 

£. Assistance from s u p p o r t i n g a r t i l l e r y and 
engineers - Hone 

2. Use of bayonet, grenadee, flame throwers > 
Hone 

b. Supply and evacuation: X i c e l l e n t but not 
~ r e q u i r e d due to e a r l y attainment of o b j e c t ­

i v e . 
7. Casualties - See attached c a s u a l t y l i s t . 

h. Commanding O f f i c e r s i n Important Engagements: 
Bn Comdrt 1-7 May 45 L t Col EPHRAIM F GRAHAM, JH 

8-9 May 45 Major EDWARD H OARTOH 
CO, Bq Co - - Major HARRY L QODSHALL, JB 
CO, Co A - - Capt JAMES C WILLIAMS 
CO, Co B - - Capt GERALD L HOFIBB 
CO, Co C 1>3 May 45 Capt LESLIE P McDOUGAL 

4-9 May 45 Capt HARLOW F LENOH 
CO, Ben Co - - Capt HAROLD L HOFFSR 

i . Losses i n A c t i o n 
(1) Engagenenti 

Drive t o B a l t i c - Beginning o f p e r i o d t o 3 May 45 
(2) Hemes - See paragraphs ( 3 ) A ( 4 ) below. 
(3) K i l l e d i n Aotiont 

(a) O f f i c e r e 
1st L t WILLIAM M KEESLINO, 01179478 
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( t ) K n l U t e d Mas 
Sgt Arthur S Doctors, 32695721 
Cpl Andy Osko, 33418337 
Prt noyd 0 Slosn, 37638743 

(4) Wounded I n Aotiont 
(a ) Offloarat Won* 
( t ) I i a i a t a d Ment lone 

(3) Mlaslng i n Aotiont 
(a ) Offloerst Ion* 
(b) S n l l * t e d Mem Ion* 

i, leabere Dlstlngulsning TheBselTsa I n Aotiont 
Sn.VBB STAB 

Staf f Sergeant H» y. K. Jordan. 54058843, F i e l d A r t U l * r y , 
(Tank Destroyer). Coapany b44tn TanE Seatroyer B a t t a l i o n , f o r 
gallantry I n aotion on 7 A p r i l 1945 I n the v i c i n i t y of 

, Gezaany. At a t l a e when a b a t t a l i o n of eneny 
paratroopers were desperately holding off repeated aasault* on t h e i r 
w ell f o r t i f i e d p ositions, S*rgeant Jordan, while under Intense eneay 
mall arms and mortar f i r e , made a reoonnalasanoe of the enemy position* 
then s u c c e s s f u l l y l e d h i s men and directed t h e i r f i r e from an ezpoeed 
pos i t i o n . Hie great ooorage and leadership r e s u l t e d i n the feduotlon 
of the stronghold and the surrender of 200 Oeraan offloors and e n l i s t e d 
men. Satered the a l l l t a z j *ervloe from l l o r l d a . 

Captain Harlow TLenon. 01169215, F i e l d A r t i l l e r y , (Tank 
Destroyer), Coi^any C, b44th Tank Destroyer B a t t a l i o n , for g a l l a n t r y 
i n aotion on 25 February 1945 I n the v i c i n i t y of 

, Oermany. Personally leading the attack against the eneay. 
Captain Lenon pointed ent targets and l e d the f i r e of tanks and tank 
destroyers. Then seoorlng basooka teaas, be l e d thea into favorable 
f i r i n g p ositions, and although exposed to eneay a r t i l l e r y and a a a l l 
arms f i x e and d i r e c t f i r e f r o a eneay tanks. Captain Lenon direoted 
the f i r e on the eneay. Through h i s v a l i e n t actions and great courage, 
t>e objective was reaohed and oleared of the eneay. Kntered the a l l -
tary servioe f r o a Oregon. 

Teohnloal Sergesnt Joseph W Glneto, 52002281, F i e l d A r t i l l e r y , 
(Tank Destroyer), Co^any C, t>44th Tank Destroyer Battalion, f o r g a l -
\antry i n action froa 19 Maroh 1945 to 5 A p r i l 1945 I n the v i c i n i t y of 

, Geraany. During th* seventeen day period. Sergeant 
Glustb, Company Motor Sergeant, e;ffeoted th* recovery of nine H-10 
Tank Deetroyere while subjected to Intense eneay f i r e . On 25 March, 
Sergeant Oinato traveled a alned road under heavy eneay a r t i l l e r y f i r e 
to recover a disabled Tank Destroyer. Although wounded by the h o s t i l e 
f i r e , he refused evaooatlon and ooapleted hia a l s s i o n . On 5 A p r i l , he . 
made two Tank Diestroyer reooverles i n the face of furloua a r t i l l e r y and 
self-propelled f i r e . His gallant notions and unwavering devotion to 
duty contributed imaeasurably to the operational sueoesses of h i s 
coapany. Kntered the a l l i t a r y servioe froa lew York. 

Serxeant Stanley V r e p i n s k l . 52183519, F i e l d A r t i l l e r y , (Tank 
Destroyer), Coapany c, b44th Tank Deetroyer B a t t a l i o n , f o r g a l l a n t r y i n 
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a o t i o n on 16 A p r i l 1945 I n tna v l c l n l t / or , 
Garaany. When the advanoe or the i n f a n t r y wae h a l t e d by d i r e c t a r t i l l e r y 
f i r e , Sergeant Kepinekl moved h i s Tank Destroyer i n t o p o s i t i o n \o engage 
the enemy. Altnough t h i r t y roonds of h o s t i l e f i r e were d i r e c t e d at h i s 
p o s i t i o n , he maintained f i r e and e l i a i n a t e d an enemy gun. He then 
dismoiinted and from an exposed p o s i t i o n d i r e c t e d d e v a s t a t i n g f i r e 
on t«o other enemy p o s i t i o n s . L a t e r when the enemy attempted t o 
move one of t n e i r guns w i t h an armored h a l f - t r a c k . Sergeant Kepinski 
brought f i r e t o bear on the v e h i c l e ana set i t a f i r e . His g a l l a n t 
a c t i o n s and great courage were d i r e c t l y reaponsible f o r the r e d u c t i o n 
of the enemy s t r o n g h o l d . Entered the m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e from New Jersey, 

P r i v a t e / i r s t uiass Herbert E Al l d r e d g e . 55494308, F i e l d 
A r t i l l e r y , (Ttmk D e s t r o y e r ) , ileconnaissance company, b44th Tank 
Destroyer B a t t a l i o n , f o r g a l l a n t r y i n a c t i o n on 14 A p r i l 1945 I n 
the v i c i n i t y of , Germany. Exposiog himself 
t o enemy machine gun and snipe r f i r e . P r i v a t e Alldredge manned 
h i s macnine gun i n the hatch of an armored car knocking out 
several enemy t r a n s p o r t s , a motorcycle and e i g h t enemy s o l d i e r s . 
Then dismounting from h i s v e h i c l e , he cle a r e d the enemy from 
several houses and e s t a b l i s h e d a f o o t h o l d on the town. By 
d i r e c t i n g f r i e n d l y tanks and tank destroyers t o h i s p o s i t i o n 
and by g i v i n g them the l o c a t i o n of enemy d i s p o s i t i o n s , P r i v a t e 
Alldredge was d i r e c t l y responsible f o r the success of tne 
op e r a t i o n . Entered the m i l i t a r y s e rvice from I n d i a n a . 

P r i v a t e F i r s t Class Amos E Coty. 31522254, F i e l d A r t i l l e r y , 
(Tank D e s t r o y e r ) , Beconnaissance Company, h44th Tank Destroyer B a t t a l i o n , 
f o r g a l l a n t r y i n a c t i o n on 6 A p r i l 1945 I n the v i c i n i t y of 

, Germany. While cro s s i n g open t e r r c d J i on a reconnaissance mission 
forward of the f r o n t l i n e s . P r i v a t e Coty and two others were suddenly 
confronted by a pl a t o o n of enemy i n f a n t r y . A f t e r t a k i n g f i v e p r i s o n e r s . 
P r i v a t e Coty and h i s companions were subjected t o Intense s a a l l arms 
f i r e as they reached t h e i r v e h i c l e . Mounting the r e a r of the Jeep, 
P r i v a t e Coty although wounded and f u l l y exposed t o enemy f i r e , k i l l e d 
one s n i p e r and continued f i r i n g h i s Browning automatic r i f l e u n t i l i t 
was shot from h i s hands. His a c t i o n s enabled the men t o r e t u r n w i t n 
v i t a l i n f o r m a t i o n i n s t r u m e n t a l i n saving many l i v e s i n a l a t e r a t t a c k . 
P r i v a t e Coty's courage and devo t i o n t o duty were i n the highest t r a d i ­
t i o n s of the m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e . Entered the m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e from Maine. 

SILVEH STAR (POSTHPMOUSLY) 
Technician F i f t h Grade Bernard Heisman, 53476140, F i e l d 

\ r t l l l e r y , (Tank D e s t r o y e r ) , Beconnaissance Company, 644th Tank 
destroyer B a t t a l i o n , f o r g a l l a n t r y i n a c t i o n on 14 A p r i l 1945 i n 
the v i c i n i t y of , Germany. D r i v i n g the lead 
armored v e h i c l e i n t o a s t r o n g l y h e l d enemy town. Technician F i f t h 
Grade Heisman braved heavy a n t i - t a n k and Panzer Faust f i r e t o f o r c e 
a breach i n the enemy defenses. Though k i l l e d by enemy tank f i r e , 
h i s g a l l a n t a c t i o n s were responsible f o r g a i n i n g an i n i t i a l f o o t h o l d 
Which l e d t o tne complete capture of the town. His great courage and 
devotion t o duts were i n the highest t r a d i t i o n s of the m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e . 
Entered the m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e from Pennsylvania. 

BBONZE STAR 
Sergeant Edwin T Bangs, 32183334, F i e l d A r t i l l e r y , (Tank 

D e s t r o y e r ) , Headquarters Company, 6 4 4th Tank Destroyer B a t t a l i o n , 
f o r d i s t i n g u i s h i n g h i m s e l f by m e r i t o r i o u s s e r v i c e as Crew Chief i n 
connection w i t h m i l i t a r y operations i n Western Europe d u r i n g the 
pe r i o d 15 December 1944 t o 15 A p r i l 1945 against an enemy o f the 
United S t a t e s . Sergeant Bangs' out s t a n d i n g accomplishments and 
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performance or a u t l e s are I n the highest t r a d i t i o n s or the ni i l l t s u r y 
s e r v i c e . Entered the service from Hew Jersey, 

Technician Fourth Grade Erwln C F i s h , 17051043, F i e l d 
A r t i l l e r y , (Tank Destroyer), Headquarters Company, b44th Tank 
Destroyer B a t t a l i o n , f o r d l s t l u g u l s h l n g himBelt by m e r i t o r i o u s 
service as Auto Uechanlc i n connection w i t h m i l i t a r y operations 
I n Western Europe du r i n g the p e r i o d 1 November 1944 t o 30 A p r i l 
1945 against an enemy of the United States. Technician Fourth 
Grade Fish's outstanding accomplishments and peri'ormance of 
du t i e s are i n the highest t r a d i t i o n s of the m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e . 
Entered the m i l i t a r y service from Minnesota. 

Sergeant Frank P P i n g i t o r e , 32066049, F i e l d A r t i l l e r y , (Tank 
D e s t r o y e r ) , Headquarters Company, b44th Tank Destroyer B a t t a l i o n , f o r 
d i s t i n g u i s h i n g h i m s e l f by m e r i t o r i o u s service as Crew Chief i n connec­
t i o n w i t h m i l i t a r y operations i n Western Europe du r i n g tne p e r i o d 15 
December 1944 t o 15 A p r i l 1945 against an enemy of the Onited States. 
Sergeant P i n g l t o r e ' s outstanding accomplishments and performance of 
dut i e s are i n the highest t r a d i t i o n s of the m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e . Entered 
the m i l i t a r y service from New Jersey. 

Technician Fourth Grade Henry W Van Pemis, 35131709, F i e l d 
A r t i l l e r y , (Tank D e s t r o y e r ) , Headquarters Company, 644th Tank Destroyer 
B a t t a l i o n , f o r d i s t i n g u i s h i n g himself by m e r i t o r i o u s service as Tank 
Uechanlc I n connection w i t h m i l i t a r y operations i n Western Europe 
during the pe r i o d 1 November 1944 t o 30 A p r i l 1945 against an enemy 
of the United States. Technician Fourth Brade Van Pemis' outstanding 
aoGompllshments and perfonnance of du t i e s are i n the highest t r a d i t i o n s 
of the m i l i t a r y a o r v l c e . Kntered the m i l i t a r y service from Ohio. 

Sergeant Arthur P Deyine, 20236278, F i e l d A r t i l l e r y , (Tank 
D e s t r o y e r ) , Company A, b44th Tank Destroyer B a t t a l i o n , f o r h e r o i c 
achievement i n connection w i t h m i l i t a r y operations against the 
enemy on 15 A p r i l 1945 J-n the v i o i n i t y of , Germany. 
Without regard f o r h i s personal s a f e t y . Sergeant Devlne dismounted 
h i s tank destroyer and wh i l e under enemy amaii arms f i r e l o c a t e d an 
enemy Mark V tank supported by Infantrymen. Through h i s great courage 
and accurate d i r e c t i o n of tank destroyer f i r e , the enemy tank was 
destroyed and supporting troops f o r c e d to withdraw. Entered the 
m i l i t a r y service from New Jersey. 

Sergeant Stephen Shlmrock, 33418325, F i e l d A r t i l l e r y , (Tank 
D e s t r o y e r ) , Company B, b44th Tank~Deetroyer B a t t a l i o n , f o r h e r o i c 
•kchiflvement i n conneotlon w i t h m i l i t a r y operations against the 
nemy on 50 March 1945 i n the v i c i n i t y or , Germany. 
When tne d r i v e r of the lea d i n g tank destroyer was m o r t a l l y wounded. 
Sergeant Shlmrock aided i n evacuating tne man while under f u r i o u s 
eneoiy machxne gun and mortar f i r e . Then Sergeant Shlmrock courage­
ously l e d h i s tank destroyer against enemy armor enabling i n f a n t r y 
troops t o seize t h e i r o b j e c t i v e . His u n s e l f i s h d i s r e g a r d f o r h i s 
personal s a f e t y and devotion t o duty were i n keeping w i t h the 
highest t r a d i t i o n s of the m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e . Entered the m i l i t a r y 
service from Pennsylvania. 

Technician Fourth Grfde Robert M Tremblay, 31036117, F i e l d 
A r t i l l e r y , (Tank D e s t r o y e r ) , Company B, b44th Tank Destroyer B a t t a l i o n , 
f o r heroic achievement i n connection w i t h m i l i t a r y operations against 
the enemy on 30 March 1945 i n the v i c i n i t y of 

, Germany. When the d r i v e r of tne le a d i n g tanjc destroyer was mort­
a l l y wounded. Technician Fourth Grade Tremblay aided I n evacuating the 
man wh i l e under «urlous enemy machine gun and mortar f i r e . Then Tech­
n i c i a n Fourth Grade Tremblay coiirageously drove h i s tank destroyer 
against enemy armor enabling i n f a n t r y troops t o seize t h e i r o b j e c t i v e . 
His u n s e l f i s h disregard f o r h i s personal s a f e t y and devotion to duty 
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wer« i n keeping w i t h tu^ highest t r a d i t i o n s of t h t a a i i t a r y s e r v i c e . 
Entered the m i l i t a r y s e rvice from Massachusetts. 

Technician F i f t h Grade Theodore A J e t t , 35391356, F i e l d 
A r t i l l e r y , (Tank D e s t r o y e r ) , Company B, b44th Tank Destroyer 
B a t t a l i o n , f o r heroic achievement I n connection w i t h m i l i t a r y 
operations against the enemy on 14 A p r i l 1945 I n the v i c i n i t y 
of , Germany. When h i s tank destroyer 
was h i t by enemy a r t i l l e r y and set a f i r e . Technician F i f t h 
Grade J e t t , although wounded and severely shocked, evacuated 
three severely wounded members of h i s platoon while under 
heavy enemy machine gun f i r e and exploding ammunition. 
His great courage and u n s e l f i s h d i s r e g a r d f o r h i s personal 
s a f e t y were i n keeping w i t h the highest t r a a i t i o n s of the 
m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e . Entered the m i l i t a r y s e rvice from Maryland. 

Sergeant Anthony J Rl c c l a r d o . 3^058000, F i e l d A r t i l l e r y , 
(Tank D e s t r o y e r ) , Company fl, b44th Tank Destroyer B a t t a l i o n , f o r 
heroic achievement i n connection w i t h m i l i t a r y operations against 
the enemy on 30 March 1945 i n tne v i c i n i t y of , Germaiyr. 
When the d r i v e r of the l e a d i n g tank destroyer was m o r t a l l y wounded. 
Sergeant Rlcclardo aided i n evacuating the man whil e under f u r i o u s 
enemy machine gun and mortar f i r e . Then Sergeant Rlcclardo courage­
ously lea h i s tank destroyer against enemy armor enabling I n f a n t r y 
troops t o seise t h e i r o b j e c t i v e . His u n s e l f i s h d i s r e g a r d f o r h i s 
personal s a f e t y and aevotlon t o duty were i n keeping w i t h the 
highest t r a d i t i o n s of the m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e . Entered the m i l i t a r y 
s ervice from New Jersey. 

P r i v a t e F i r s t Class Howard w Henry, 33129498, F i e l d 
A r t i l l e r y , (Tanjc D e s t r o y e r ) , Company B, b44th Tank Destroyer 
B a t t a l i o n , f o r h e r o i c achievement i n connection w i t h m i l i t a r y 
operations against the enemy on 14 A p r i l 1945 i n the v i c i n i t y 
of , Germany. A f t e r hie tank was h i t by enemy 
a r t i l l e r y and set a f i r e , P r i v a t e Henry, although wounded and 
severely shocked evacuated three s e r i o u s l y wounded members of 
n i s p latoon w h i l e under heavy enemy machine gun f i r e . Making 
a second t r i p , he evacuated the gun commander Just before the 
ammuniiion began exploding. He then a s s i s t e d m a d m i n i s t e r i n g 
a i d to tne wounded before consenting t o evacuation. His bravery 
and u n s e l f i s h d i s r e g a r d f o r h i s personal s a f e t y r e f l e c t great c r e d i t 
on h i m s e l f , h i s o r g a n i z a t i o n and the m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e . Entered the 
m i l i t a r y service from Pennsylvania. 

S t a f f Sergeant A l f r e d J L i o l , 320037b7, F i e l d A r t i l l e r y , 
'Tank D e s t r o y e r ) , Company B, b44th Tank Destroyer B a t t a l i o n , f o r 
heroic achievement i n connection w i t h m i l i t a r y operations against 
the enemy on 28 March 1945 i n the v i c i n i t y of , 
Germany. When the advance of the platoon was h a l t e d by a road 
block c o n s i s t i n g of dummy mines covered by heavy enemy machine 

gun f i r e , Sergeant L l o i crawled over open t e r r a i n t o the road 
block, examined i t , and then d i r e c t e d the successful advance 
of the tank d e s t r o y e r s . His great courage and g a l l a n t actions 
enabled the platoon to accomplish i t s mission. Entered the 
service from New York. 

P r i v a t e W i l l i a m E Pueschel, 36691415, F i e l d A r t i l l e r y , 
(Tank D e s t r o y e r ) , Company B, fa44th Tank Destroyer B a t t a l i o n , f o r 
heroic achievement i n connection w i t h m i l i t a r y operations against 
the enemy on 1 A p r U 1945 I n the v i c i n i t y of , Germany. 
With complete disregard f o r h i s own personal s a f e t y , P r i v a t e Pueschel 
traversed bOO yards of open t e r r a i n to c a r r y v i t a l supplies t o h i e 
plat o o n . Though c o n t i n u a l l y exposed to intense enemy tank and 
a r t i l l e r y f i r e he made several t r i p s throughout the day thereby 

- 9 -
S E C ft=JE=JL-



Jit-B 0 n E g 

c o n t r i b u t i n g lomteaaurably t o the combat successes of h i s p l a t o o n . 
His great courage and devo t i o n t o duty were i n the highest t r a d i t i o n s 
of the m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e . Entered the m i l i t a r y service from I l l i n o i s , 

Sergeant e i l l l a m P V i s n i c h . 334ia309, F i e l d A r t i l l e r y , (Tank 
D e s t r o y e r ) , Company C, b44th Tank Destroyer B a t t a l i o n , f o r h e r o i c 
achievement i n connection w i t h a l l i t a r y operations against the 
enemy on 25 February 1945 i n the v i c i n i t y of , 
Germany. I n an assault upon a s t r o n g l y defended enemy p o s i t i o n , 
Sergeant V i s n i c h l e f t the s e c u r i t y of h i s s t e e l t u r r e t and braved 
r o r i o u s enemy small arms and mortar f i r e t o d i r e c t the movements 
of h i s tank d e s t r o y e r . He then went t o the a i d of h i s wounded 
pl a t o o n leader r e n d e r i n g valuable assistance u n t i l the o b j e c t i v e 
was taken. His great courage and aggressive l e a d e r s h i p were an 
i n s p i r a t i o n t o h i s men. Entered the m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e from 
Pennsylvania. 

S t a f f Sergeant George A Bonaccl, 32004912, F i e l d A r t i l l e r y , 
(Tank D e s t r o y e r ) , Company C, b44th Tank Destroyer B a t t a l i o n , f o r 
heroi c acnievement i n connection w i t h m i l i t a r y operations against 
the enemy on 24 February 1945 i n the v i c i n i t y of 

, Germany. When the i n f a n t r y was h a l t e d by intense enemy small 
arms and a o r t a r f i r e . Sergeant Bonaccl advanced w i t h h i s s e c t i o n 
i n the face of t h i s t e r r i f i c f i r e . F i n d i n g the route of approach 
impassable, Sergeant Bonaccl, w i t h u t t e r d i s r e g a r d f o r h i s personal 
s a f e t y , l e f t h i s tank destroyer ana d i r e c t e d h i s s e c t i o n on f o o t 
along a new route of approach. His courage and i n s p i r a t i o n a l 
l e a d e r s h i p were h i g h l y i n s t n u n e n t a l i n the taicing of the 
o b j e c t i v e . Entered the m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e from New York. 

Sergeant OarrollcHohensee. 34153355, F i e l d A r t i l l e r y , 
(Tank D e s t r o y e r ) , Company C, b44th Tank Destroyer B a t t a l i o n , 
f o r h e r o i c achievement i n connection w i t h m i l i t a r y operations 
against the enemy on 24 February 1945 i n the v i c n l t y of 

, Germany, when the aavance upon an enemy stronghold 
haa been heia up, Sergeant Hohensee l e f t the s e c v i r i t y of h i s s t e e l 
t u r r e t t o man the machine gun on the rear deck of h i s tank d e s t r o y e r . 
Disregarding tne intense enemy small arms, machine gun and a r t i l l e r y 
f i r e d i r e c t e d on h i s p o s i t i o n he maintained a steady stream of machine 
gun f i r e on enemy p o s i t i o n s a l l o w i n g the pinned down i n f a n t r y t o ad­
vance and gai n t h e i r o b j e c t i v e . Entered the m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e from 
Louisiana. 

P r i v a t e F i r s t Class Amos E Coty, 31322254, F i e l d A r t i l l e r y , 
(Tank D e s t r o y e r ) , Beconnaissance company, b44th Tank Destroyer Bat­
t a l i o n , f o r h e r o i c achievement i n connection w i t h m i l i t a r y operations 
against the enemy on 19 March 1945 i n the v i c i n i t y of , 
Germany. During an intense enemy a r t i l l e r y barrage. P r i v a t e Coty 
administered f i r s t a i d t o wounded comrades and organized l i t t e r 
squads t o evacuate a l l wounded. His great courage and devotion 
t o duty were d i r e c t l y responsible f o r saving many l i v e s . Entered 
the m i l i t a r y s e rvice from Maine. 

S t a f f Sergeant A r t h u r E A r c h i b a l d , 31034482, F i e l d 
A r t i l l e r y , (Tank D e s t r o y e r ) , Beconnaissance Company, b44tn 
Tank Destroyer B a t t a l i o n , f o r h e r o i c acnievement i n connection 
w i t h m i l i t a r y operations against the enemy on 14 A p r i l 1945 i n 
the v i c i n i t y of , Germany. A f t e r d r i v i n g through 
intense h o s t i l e f i r e t o the center of an enemy held town. 
Sergeant A r c h i b a l d exposed hi m s e l f t o f u r i o u s enemy tank 
f i r e t o d i r e c t infantrymen i n dismoxinting h i s v e h i c l e . 
When the v e h i c l e was knocked ou t , he Joined the i n f a n t r y 
troops i n c a p t u r i n g the town and t a k i n g 200 p r i s o n e r s . 
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BXm g t x l l a n t •ctlOM-~^nd courage >»ere I n tne n i » ^ 8 t t r a d i t i o n s of 
tne m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e . Entered tne m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e from Massa-
obusetts. 

OAK LEAT CLIBTER TO BEOHZE STAR 
Sergeant W i l l l a n R Hopper, 34135364, F i e l d A r t i l l e r y , (Tanic 

D e s t r o y e r ) , Company C, 644tn Tank; Destroyer B a t t a l i o n , f o r h e r o i c 
aohievement i n connection w i t h m i l i t a r y operations against the 
enemy on 24 March 1945 i n the v i c i n i t y of , Oermany. 
exposing h i m s e l f t o Intense enemy small arms, mortar and 
a r t i l l e r y f i r e , Sergeant Hooper manned the machine gun on 
h i s tanx d e s t r o y e r and brought e f f e c t i v e and d e v a s t a t i n g 
f i r e upon the enemy eo as t o enable the Infantrymen t o 
advance and accomplish t h e i r m ission. His great courage 
and d e v o t i o n t o duty were i n s t r u m e n t a l i n the capture of 
an enemy s t r o n g h o l d . Entered the a l l i t a r y s e r v i c e from 
U l s s i s s i p p i . 

k. Photogr^ths: Attaohsd. 
For the Coaaandlng O f f i c e r t 

CAHL H WIGCXNHOBir 
•aJor, FA 
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CASOALTY LIST (May 1945) 

- 5sae 
C l e t t o n L Cbester 
Sgt 36553859 

Jaoob A L«Baer 
Wo 53494804 

J u M l C L«e 
T/5 58557716 

C e c i l MoCourt 
?v t 13001004 

Bogii J Ooraon 
iftc 35051717 

Co DlegioBlB 
C VIA S h e l l ff 

(HE) LW, head 
Bon LW, ohln ; 

• p r a l n . I t 
a n 

Bon LW, I t knee; 
s p r a i n , x t 
knee 

B Amnesia, 
r e c u r r e n t 

A WIA boah W 
- (mine) LW, 

r t upper 
l i p , oont 
« necjc, s i 

W i l l i a m M Eeesllng 
i s t L t U1179478 
A r t i i u r 6 Doctors 
Sgt 32693721 
Floya G Sloan 
Pvt 37618745 
Andy Osko 
Cpl 33418337 
CharIss J Colsy 
T/4 34148735 
Bryant S K e l l y 
T/5 byu0114 
uobert ureen 
pre 33:)39 331 

A OA 

A KIA' 

A KIA 

A KIA 

A LW, Chin 

Sprained 
ankle 

Hen 

P h i l i p M kelAsnor Bon 
2d L t 0200»o30 

James (j Haynee ' Bon 
Pvt 36874090 
BarOla McCrery C 
X/A 33472259 

Michael Choby uea 
•r/4 20239447 

Date 
23 Mar Duty 

24 Apr Duty 

24 Apr Duty, 

29 Apr 

1 May 

D l a p o e l t l o n Memurks 
B a t t l e 
Casualty 
B a t t l e 
InJttZ7 

B a t t l e 
I n j u r y 

Disease 77 E.H. 

Duty 

CW, r t shin 
ant mid 3ra, 
LW 
rC, mandlDle, 
LW, mla lowsr 
n i p 
LW, I t s h i n , 
UW I t knee 

1 May -

1 May 

1 May 

1 May 

1 May 111 B.H. 

1 Uay 45 111 B.H, 

2 Uay 8 C l r 
RTD 

2 May 8 C l r 

2 Uay 8 C l r 

Poas r s of I t 3 May 
forearm, lu x x 
o n M-10 

8 C l r 

USW ( p i s t o l ) 
LW, I t hand 

3 Hay 8 C l r 

B a t t l e 
Casualty 

B a t t l e 
Casualty 
B a t t l e 
Casualty 
B a t t l e 
Caaiutlty 
B a t t l e 
Casualty 
IB I n j u r y 

MB I n j u r y ^ 

B a t t l e 
Casualty 

B a t t l e 
Caaualty 

B a t t l e 
Casualty 
IB I n j u r y 

I B I n j u r y 



Co 

Aathonj C Burch B 
i Pvt 37705125 

Joseph J Urbanlk B 
, Pfc 4204621b 

Alexander OpallnsJci C 
, Cpl 39117575 

C a r l B Carlson Bq 
^ 37090155 

t Thomas B Malloy Hq 
b/sgt 32114549 

1 
i i i : 

I 
JohA W I r v i n e Hen 
Sgt 34135bb2 

j Ephralm ¥ Graham Hq 
L t Col 020838 ; 

i I 
! Clai^nce A Box C 

Pfc 34871350 
r 
, James P Mendelero C 

Cpl 3 2 U b b 7 3 8 
1'; i 
Clprlano C Uongaraz C 

; Pfc 3514042b 
Thomas D Cllne Ken 
Pvt 39577208 
Joseph L MaJ A 
T/5 36718344 

DlagioelB Date 
U.B.I. 4 May 

BTD 7 Majr 
SIW GSW 4 May 
( p i s t o l ) 
Pen r t 
arm 
Pain, I t xnee 5 May 
( o l d wound) 
Soahles 5 May 

- U l s p o s l t i o n Itemarka 
8 C l r itlMaae 

8 C l r I B I n j u r y 

8 C l r Disease 

8 C l r Disease 

SIW GSW 
( p i s t o l ) 
Perf W, 
I t hand 
4 w r i s t , 
poss FS 

Stomach 
complaint 
LW, I t thumb 
A f i n g e r , l a c 
tendon. I t 
tfaAnb 
SIW 

b Hay 8 C l r I B I n j u r y 

b Hay 8 C l r 

7 Hay 6 C l r 

7 May 

Anal f l e s u r e 8 Hay 6 C l r 

C o n j u n c t i v i t i s , 8 Hay 8 C l r 
acute, m i l d 
TUO, Temp 
99.6 

u May 8 C l r 

GSW ( p i s t o l ) y May 8 C l r 
Pen W, r t 
ankle 

Disease 

I B I n j u r y 

IB i n j u r y 

Diaease 

Disease 

Dleeaee 

IB I n j u r y 

BATHAKIEL BERG 
Captain, MC 

Surgeon 


