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SUBJECT: 

irSADQUARTERS 644TH TANK DESTROYER BuTTALION 

j APO 230, US Array 
B a t t a l i o n H i s t o r y f o r the Period 1 pobrtWPy 1945 throiigh 28 
February 1945. 

The Adjutant General 
War Department 
Washington, 25, D.C. 
(THRU CHANNELS) 

I 

The f o l l o w i n g i a a h i s t o r y ,of t h i s o r g a n i z a t i o n f o r the month o f 
February 1945, submitted i n accordance w i t h AR 345-105, dtd 9 March 1943. 

a. u n i t - No. change. 
b. : Changes i n org a n i z a t i o n - No change. ' ' 
c. Strength, Comj.;!ssioned and E n l i s t e d ; 

(1) At beginning of Period; 
O f f i c e r s 37 
warrant o f f i c e r s 1 
En l i s t e d Men G17 

(2) Net Increase f o r Month; 
O f f i c e r s 2 
warrant O f f i c e r s 0 
En l i s t e d Men 0 

(3) Net Decrease f o r Month; 
O f f i c e r s 0 
Warrant O f f i c e r s 0 
E n l i s t e d Men 17 

(4) At end of period: 
O f f i c e r s 3 9 
Warrant O f f i c e r s 1 
E n l i s t e d Men 600 

Stations of Unit or Parts thereof; 
S t a t i o n : 30URBR0DT - Belgium (L861090) 

At beginning of peri o d ; 
Date o f Departure: 8 February 1945 

3T0LBERO - Germany (K941411) 
Date of A r r i v a l : 9 February 1945 
Date of Departure: 27 February 1945 

DUREN' - Oerraany (122443) 
Date o f A r r i v a l ; 27 February 1945 
Date of Departure: 28 February 1945 

i aSCHWEIUW^BER PELD - (184464) 
Date of A r r i v a l : 28 February 1945 
To end, o f Period. 

r,',archoa: 
(1) purpose: 
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(a) To move the B a t t a l i o n to a new s t a t i o n at ST0LB3RO, 
Gennany, i n order to assemble Jor operations i n 
connection w i t h the 8th I n f a n t r y D i v i s i o n to whom 
the u n i t was nev/ly attached. 

(b) To move the B a t t a l i o n to a p o s i t i o n i n close prox­
i m i t y to Companies f o r the purpose of supply and 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n at DUREK, Germany. 

(c) To move the B a t t a l i o n to a p o s i t i o n i n close prox-
i j n l t y to Companies f o r the purpose of supply and 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n a t ESCI'.'.YEILER-UBSR-FELD, Germany. 

(2) Length of Daily March: 

(3) (a) points between v/hlch Marched w i t h Dates: The 
b a t t a l i o n moved during tha ni g h t by motor convoy 
and tracks v i a J A L K A Y , E U F E N , AAOfEK to a new 
s t a t i o n i n the town of S T O L B E R G , Germany, on 8 and 
9 February 1 9 4 5 7 

(b) B a t t a l i o n moved via the towns of EaCIITOILER, V.'EIS-
VffilLER and LANGERV/EHE to new s t a t i o n East o f the 
ROER River on 27 Pebruary 1 9 4 5 . ' 

(c) B a t t a l i o n moved v i a the towns o f DISTEIiiATH and 
3IRBELSRATH to a now s t a t i o n a t ESCH'/VEILER, Germany 
on 28 February 1 9 4 5 . 

( 4 ) Conditions of Roads and VVeathSr: Roads f r a n SOURBRODT 
to STOLBERG were poor due to damage caused by heavy 
m i l i t a r y t r a f f i c and weather. I n some oases they were 
almost impassable to wheeled vehicles because o f deep 
r u t s and mud. Weather was cold w i t h r a i n and l i t t l e 
or no moonlight. 
The roads useti l^etv/een S T O L B E H G and DUREN were i n f a i r 
c o n d i t i o n , having been cleared of debris and rubble 
p r i o r to inovoinent. Uotivy n h e l l i n y and boi.iblng by our 
forces p a r t l y dainaged and cratered these roads but r e ­
p a i r s wore l i a a t l l y /nude and roads ro/nained open. Weather 
was c l e a r , warm and sunny. 

Roads over which tlio u n i t moved from DUREN to ESCTTiVEILER 
were i n e x c e l l e n t c o n d i t i o n . Rapid advance by our forces 
through t h i s t e r r i t o r y l e f t roads undamaged. Weather 
was c l e a r , warm and sunny. 

( 5 ) Remarks; Marches were made i n most p a r t w i t h o u t i n c i d e n t . 
The in.'.rch between SOURBRODT and STOLBERO presented the 
only problem. This march was made under very poor 
conditions o f roads and weather. Tills u n i t was not 
r e l i e v e d from the l i n e u n t i l I t was time to begin the 
march and no time was a l l o t e d f o r p r e p a r a t i o n . One 
M-10 o f Company "B" had a bad motor and f e l l out o f 
column and one M-10 from Company "C" was l a t e r replaced 
because o f a bad motor. The route had t o be changed 
twice d u r i n g the march. 

Campaigns: Germany. .. 

(a) SOURBRODT to STOLBKRG 
(b) STOLBERG to DUREN 
(c) DUREN to ESCKWEILER 

35. miles app. 
15 miles app. 
5 Miles app. 

B a t t l e s . 
(1) Defense of ELSENBORN RIDOE (Cont'd) Jifom bdglnning o f 

period to 8 February 1945. 



(a) The iSnomy. 
1. O-S estimated that the enexay was withdravrlng 

from t h i s 'sector. I t was a l s o n'eported t h a t 
some German troops were w i l l i n g to surrender 
and d e s e r t but did not know how ami were too ' 
c l o s e l y watched and aurpressed by o f f i c e r s i n 
charge. 

2. Enemy Defenses: No change. See B a t t a l i o n 
~ History f o r Konth of January. Enemy u n i t s 

opposing the D i v i s i o n Sector were composed o f 
4/989 VG Regt (277 VG D l v ) , 89 VO DlT, 9 Pa 
Div, 3 para Div, and 47 Engr Brigade, 
The l i s t of Heservos included the 49 VO, 275 VO, 
531 I n f Dlv, 115 pz, 15 Pz Gren Dlv, and 130 Pz 
L E H R Div, estimated to be i n the process of r e ­
organizing and r e f i t t i n g . 
The 1055 and 1056 I n f Regt o f 89 I n f DlV: 
opposed Div S e c t o r . 

Enemy f r o n t l i n e s : HELLENTHAL, (P068092), 
(K)61087), (K)69081), (K)70061), (F059058), 
(f078053), (iiO60064), (P058056), (Ii040043), 
(R)51010), (L69995), (L045975). 

3. Enemy armor was reported i n the enemy held town 
of HELLENTHAL. Enemy a r t i l l e r y was l i g h t and o f 
a harassing nature i n most Instances. This 
tapered o f f near the end of the period and i t 
was bolieved t h a t the enemy was withdrawing a l l 
but SP a r t i l l e r y . 
No armor or a r t i l l e r y was captured or destroyed. 
1 p i l l b o x was destroyed. 
1 tank destroyed - Mk V(?) 

£. No prisoners of war were o f f i c i a l l y taken d u r i n g 
— the p e r i o d . A l l enemy troops captured were 

turned over to neighboring i n f a n t r y u n i t s . 
(b) • Elements a f f e c t i n g a c t i o n . . | 

1. A f t e r the del'eat o f the enemy i n the "Bulge" he 
was forced to r e t r e a t and r e t i r e behind the de-'* 

j fensivo p o s i t i o n s o f the S i e g f r i e d Line. 
(c) A c t i o n : 

1. Unit was attuchea to V Cor;.3, assigned t o P^rst 
US Army and f u r t h e r attached to the 99th I n f a n t r y 
D i v i s i o n . Companies were J u r t h e r attached t o 
Regiments w i t h i n the D i v i s i o n , w i t h tho exception 
of Company "C" which was attached to the 9th 
I n f a n t r y D i v i s i o n . 
The B a t t a l i o n Cor.xuand post was located at SOLiR-
BRODT, Belgium(Coor Le61090). Company "A" 
moved i t a reaorve i)Osition from ]iRI^rKELT and was 
r e l i e v e d from the 3ath I n f a n t r y Regiment. 
Company "3" assembled at coor 925076. Company 
"C" was attached to the 9th I n f a n t r y D i v i s i o n 
and f u r t h e r attached to the 102d Cavalry Squadrorw 
Reconnaissance Company attached one platoon to 
each o f the l i n e companies and maintained one 
platoon i n reserve, securing the Forward CP a t 
coor 924073, ELSENBORN. 
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a, M l o B l o n i Tho B a t t a l i o n ' s riiisslon waa t o glva 
~ d i r e c t support to the I n f a n t r y of the 99th 

I n f a n t r y D i v i s i o n . 

MiRRAl'IVE ACCOUNT OF ACTION 
On 1 I*february 1945 the 2d and 9th I n f a n t r y 
D i v i s i o n s had made contact w i t h tho eneJuy. The 
99th I n f a n t r y D i v i s i o n , to v/hich t h i s u n i t was 
attached, was moving I n t o t h i s now sector a t 
t h i s time {3 February 1945) and was t o r e l i e v e 
the 82d Airborne D i v i s i o n by 6 February 1945. 
Tlie enemy had withdrawn behind the S i e g f r i e d Line 
and by 3 February our a t t a c k had progressed p a r t ­
l y through a p o i n t i n the defenses where the two 
b e l t s merged. At t h i s time Co "A" o f t h i s u n i t 
was a c t i n g i n d i r e c t support o f the 394th 
I n f a n t r y Regiment and Company "B" was I n d i r e c t 
support o f the 393rd and 395th I n f a n t r y Regiments. 

Enemy armor was reported I n the town o f HELLEN­
THAL and i t was a n t i c i p a t e d t h a t Company "B" o f 
t h i s u n i t would make contact, 

on 6 February Co "A" attacked two p l l l b o x o a a c t ­
i n g I n d i r e c t support o f the I n f a n t r y and d e S t r o ^ 
ed one dome p i l l b o x w i t h APCBDP i n the v i c i n i t y 
of UDENBRETH. 
On 0 February 1945 the 644th TD Bn was moved to 
a new sector and was attached t o the 8 t h I n f a n t r y 
D i v i s i o n . The 8th I n f a n t r y D i v i s i o n was expected 
to a t t a c k by 10 February 1945. 
This u n i t was r e l i e v e d by the 814th TD Bn and 
moved t o i t s new sector west o f the Oormon c i t y 
o f DUREN. 

3. Special Weapons Used; APCBDP was used i n r e -
" d u c t i o n o f p i l l b o x by Company "A", t h i s u n i t . 

Communications; Good. Contact w i t h higher Head­
quarters and down to Companies were maintained 
w i t h both wire and r a d i o . Contact down t o and 
i n c l u d i n g platoons and destroyers was maintained^ j 
by r a d i o on company channel. 

I 
4'. No change; See l i a t t a l i o n H i s t o r y f o r Month o f 

January. 
5. No change: See B a t t a l i o n H i s t o r y f o r Month of \ 
~ January. ! 

• i 
6. Supply and evacuation: D i f f i c u l t . Roads ware 
~ cleared of snow by a thaw but Immediately bacama 

deeply r u t t e d and muddy. 
7. c a s u a l t i e s : See attached casualty l i s t f o r month 

of February 1945. 
(2) ROER RIVER OFFENSIVE, 

(a) The Enemy. 
1̂ . Enemy forces opposing the d i v i s i o n sector were 

estimated by 0-2 as being composed o f the S63rd 
VO Dlv, 957 VOR and the 958 VGR and the 1/943 
I n f Regt of the 353 I n f Div. 
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Listed i n roaorvo wore the 116 yz Div, 15 Pz Qren, 
130 pz LSim, 10 S S pz, and 17 S3 Pz. The f i r s t 
two v/ere l a t e r i d e n t i f i e d on the F i r s t Canadian 
Army Front und the l u a t throe ware l a t e r estimated 
as possible but not probable reserves. This f i r s t 
d i v i s i o n was l a t e r reported to have been moved to 
the Russian f r o n t l e a v i n g the 130 Pz LEHK as the 
only possible reserve opposing the Corps R'ont and 
i t was l a t e r coi.i ilfctoi- I n bl;o C-invdlan ? i r . i t Army 
Sector. 

Near tho close of- the period contact waa made w i t h 
tho 9 Pz, 3 Fz and the 12 VG. 
The enemy was w e l l prepared i n defensive p o s i t i o n s 
and made tho inost of n a t u r a l t e r r a i n f e a t u r e s . 
;,:orale was conslderod t o be poor w i t h many troops 
w i l l i n g t o desert or suri'ender i f the opportvinity 
were presented. 
During the period an u n i d e n t i f i e d enemy weapon 
judged to be e i t h e r a small rocket or large c a l i b e r 
gun was used, c r a t e r s of t i l l s p r o j e c t i l e measured 
approximately 25 f e e t across and 9 to 10 f e e t 
deep. I t v/as assumed tho depth o f the c r a t e r was 
caused by the pe n e t r a t i o n o f the rocket or by the 
f a c t t h a t the s h e l l was a base detonated p r o j e c t i l e ^ 
Enemy defenses consisted o f m i n e f i e l d s , r i v e r 
mines, heavy mortar f i r e i n concentrated areas 
along the r i v e r banic, dug i n strongpolnts, and a 
w e l l k n i t a n t i - t a n k defense, using s e l f - p r o p e l l e d 
guns. Natural, defense obstacles were e x p l o i t e d to 
the utmost using elevated r a i l r o a d beds, canals 
and streams. 
Mines were used to some extent but became aparce 
a f t e r tho i n i t i a l f r b n t l i n e s had been passed. 
Demolltioha wore used extensively to c r a t e r roads, 
blow bridges, and gene r a l l y harass the advance o f 
our troops. 
Enemy f r o n t l i n e s ran gene r a l l y along the East bank 
of the ROER Rlvor froiu the northern d i v i s i o n bound­
ary to coor (lJai3408) South of ICHAUTHAUSEN. . \ 
Enemy d i s u o s l t i o n s IVom North t o South wero as 
f o l l o w s : 1/957-363 VG Div, 1/950-303 VO Div, 
1/943-353 I n f Regt. 
Enemy counter-attacks consisted of groups o f 100 
infantrymen w i t h several tanks or s e l f - p r o p e l l e d 
guns i n support. 
Enemy planes v;ero i n a c t i v e u n t i l 16 February 1945 
when fighter-bombora made on appearance i n the 
D i v i s i o n Sector, and attempted t o demolish bridges 
and c r a t e r the AUTOBAHN. The new ItE 262 j e t -
propelled plane was also used f o r several days over 
the D i v i s i o n Sector on reconnaissance miasions but 
t h i s a c t i v i t y ceased when our a t t a c k s t a r t e d . 
Enemy armor consisted o f some tanks but mostly 
s e l f - p r o p e l l e d guns. These acted as a r t i l l e r y and 
d i r e c t f i r e weapons and fought defensively across 
the Cologne P l a i n t o the Rhine. Some long range 
heavy a r t i l l e r y was used but the d i s p e r s i o n p a t t e r n 
was too great f o r any degree o f accuracy. 
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During the period t h i s u n i t destroyed: 
1 VM V (prob) 
2 Mk IV 
2 AT Guns (68) l 
1 P i l l b o x 
3 MG n e s t s 
4 Wheeled vehicles 

4. No prisoners v/ere o f f i c i a l l y taken during the 
period. Enemy troops captured were turned over to 

: neighboring I n f a n t r y u n i t s . 
(b) Elements a f f e c t i n g a c t i o n : 

1. Enemy i n f o r m a t i o n was d e t a i l e d and c o r r e c t . I n one 
~ . Instance the enemy f i r e d propaganda s h e l l s contain­

i n g s i t u a t i o n overlays o f our f r o n t l i n e s over the 
r i v e r i n t o the D i v i s i o n Sector. Reconnaissance was 
made c h i e f l y at nigh t by plane and l i t t l e or no 
p a t r o l a c t i o n was made across the r i v e r . 

2. C i v i l i a n s were evacuated i n forward areas at the 
~ l beginning o f the r i v e r crossing phase of operations, 

but l a t e r i n the porioo, when the approaches o f 
COLOGNE were reached, c i v i l i a n s i n great numbers 
were found i n c e l l a r s and dugouts. 
Use of the Volksturm by tho enemy proved unsuccess­
f u l . I n most cases they were i l l - e q u i p p e d and d i s -
orp;anlzed. As so; n as strong o p p o s i t i o n was brought 
to bear, many ral;jeU a wliito f l a g and aomo discarded 
t h e i r uniform and mingled w i t h c i v i l i a n p o p ulation 
u n t i l apprehendec; by the CIC or other agencies. 
C i v i l i a n s I n rear areas were disregarded by m i l i t a r y 
personnel I n compliance w i t h the Army Mon-prater-
n i z a t i o n P o l i c y . 

3. The t e r r a i n east o f DUREN was f l a t and l e v e l , cross­
ed by a drainage net that ran from the 3E to the WW 
which included the.ERFT Canal. This p l a i n was 

I coiiuiionly c a l l e d tho COLOGNE PLAIN and was i d e a l tank 
country. Observation was e x c e l l e n t on clear days, 

(c) A c t i o n : 
1. The 644th TD Bn wuo assigned to P I R S T U S Army and 

attached to the 8th I n f a n t r y D i v i s i o n . The Bn CP* 
was located at STOIBERO, Germany. Coor: (K941411). 
The companies were f u r t h e r attached to Regiments and 
Ren platoons were assigned to the l i n e companies 
w i t h the Ren Ilq platoon securing the Dn pwd CP i n 
SCHLICH, Germany, u n t i l the day a f t e r the a t t a c k . 
Thereafter the i*/d CP and Ren Co followed i n close 
p r o x i m i t y to TD Companies, 

2, Mission: To act as defense against armor i n the 
D i v i s i o n Sector and give d i r e c t support to the i n ­
f a n t r y . 

NARRATIVE OP ACTION 
Throe dams n o r t h o f t h e D i v i s i o n Sector, the 
URFTTALSPEyiiE, KUHTALSPEIJRE, and tho SCIMAIJ .ENAUPT: 
were i n t a c t a t t l i e beginning of the campaign w i t h 
t h e lakes o v e rflowing. I t was ostimatod l a t e r i n 
the period t h a t the enemy was incapable of breaching 
them. The enemy did manage to blow some o f the 
valves i n the lower dam causing the flow to r a i s e 
the ROER River approximately 6 to 8 f e e t and to 
spread out t o a width o f about 150 yards i n some 
piaooa. 
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This expansion and decjpening of the r i v e r held up 
the a t t a c k and (r.ave the onemy ade luate time to, fm9^ 
pare and defend an area thut was at f i r s t consider­
ed to be l i g h t l y held. Heavy mortar f i r e along the 
r i v e r bank held our pati'ols and operations t o a 
miniuium. 

l a t e r e p o r t s p r i o r to fclie r i v e r c rossing i n d i c a t e d 
the enei'iiy was i n f i l t r a t i n g tanks and gun b a t t e r i e s 
i n t o the town o f DUREN ta k i n g p o s i t i o n s I n garages 
and b u i l d i n g s v / i t h l n the town. High ground was ex­
p l o i t e d , many AT ditci^es were dug, f o l l o w i n g n a t u r a l 
defense l i n e s . 

On 9 pTabruary a few hours a f t e r a r r i v i n g I n the new 
sector the'2d platoon of Co C had the /nission of 
fi r i ; ' : g on an enemy p i l l b o x located on the east side 
of the ROER River. Target was taken under f i r e 
w i t l i good efJ'ect and l i s t e d as probably destroyed. 
This same platoon knocked out an OP i n a church 
steeple located i n the town of NIEDi2{AU. F>our 
founds of d i r e c t f i r e were observed and the mission 
l i s t e d as accomplished. 
Co A f i r e d 1000 rounds i n t e r d i c t i n g i n d i r e c t f i r e 
along the NE road runriing from DUREN to GCLZHEIhi i n 
preparation f o r the attack on 2^ and 23 February 
Co B f i r e d on a tank, blowing o f f the t u r r e t on 19 
February^ 
On 21 February 100 enemy vehicles, the m a j o r i t y i d ­
e n t i f i e d us tanks, wore reported at coor (108495). 
They were believed to be elei.ionts o f the 130 Pz 
LEHR Dlv 
The attack by the 8th I n f a n t r y D i v i s i o n began a t 
231250. By 241040 the I s t and 2d platoons of Co 
B had crossed the ROER Rlvor over a Bailey Bridge 
i n the D i v i s i o n Sector. These were the f i r s t annor-
od elements to cross the r i v e r i n the D i v i s i o n 
Sector and by 1115 the e n t i r e company had crossed 
and were followed by Co C. By 1821 a l l destroyers 
of the Bn were across the r i v e r . Co C proceeded 
past obstacles to j o i n the 2Bth Regiment i n NIEDERAU.. 
The 2d Platoon of Co B w i t h i n f a n t r y r i d i n g a s t r i d e 
t h e i r backs advanced and assaulted the old barracks 
on the north side of DURE!' a f t e r having taken these 
t a r g e t s under f i r e . At the same time the 3rd • 
Platoon of Co B assaulted the barracks using the 
same t a c t i c s , and 70 eneiny troops were mopped up by 
the accompanying i n f a n t r y . 

Co C operating on the south f l a n k o f the D i v i s i o n 
o f f e r e d valuable assistance i n c l e a r i n g the woods 
west of STOCKHEIM (137403) and c l e a r i n g STEPPRATH. . 
Co A advanced through DUREN along the DUREN-MERZENICH 
Road. 
On 25 February Co B was assigned the mission o f 
p r o t e c t i n g the 8th D i v i s i o n Sector from armored 
attacked through NIEDERAU. By t h i s time the towns 
of D I S T K I J R A T H and BINSffiLD were held and u n i t s were 
moving on GIRBEIilATII. The' Fwd CP of the Bn crossed 
the ROER on t h i s date and closed i n DUREN at 251230. 
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S f f s c t l T * a^l'v^O th« Ba !•«• C« A. w u att«oli«d t * 
tk» 28tli I m f u t r y R * e l M i t , T U t««m 9t tHUOUUHM 

balag Mppad up by alaiMimts af tk« 2A B a t t a l l M , 
28tk Imfaatry Ragiaaat aj^. Ca 0. 
By tha marmlag of Fabruary 26 tka 3 r d ijawrad 
DlTlalaa kad raaobad tha Qarmaa t o n •t OOLZHXXM aad 
vara praparad to Juap off to tha avxt o b j a e t i r * of 
BUIR by looo houra. Tha 3 r d Platoem of Co A at t h l a 
tlma aaa looatad at oaor: (167465 }-QIBBXLQIULra> By 
aooB tha B a t t a l l o a had aaaooblad l a raaarro i a tho 
T l o l a l t y of BINSFELD aatf waa praparad f a r a oooator-
attaek, Tho 3 r d ixnorad D l r l s i o a adTaaood to 
poBltloaa at ( 1 7 9 ^ ) , W of HORSCEEITICH (193520). M 
of Bum (196515). 1 of BUIB aad (20*503), W of 8KEL-
RJLTH. 1000 prlaoaora vara takaa by thorn. AX tho 
l o t t a r part of tha day tho i a f a a t r y aad B a t t a l l o a 
vara aaalgaad tha mlaalom of aalslag tho high grouad 
oa tho aaat aida of tha KRJT Caaal, 
Plataoa poaltloaa aa 27 February found Co B dlapXaood 
l a ROUUELSHZIlf, BURG BUBENHIIM, nUUVULUSHEIM. 
KSCHWHLIR, 0IBBKLSRA.1B aad 0LIJS8HZIM p r i a r to day­
l i g h t . Tha aaany at th l a tlma a t l l X praaoatod tha 
problon of oouatoor-attkoldag aad p l a a i wart fontod 
to oouatar aot aay aotioa of th l a typo. 100 i a f a a t r y 
aad 4 or 5 BP guaa oouatar-attaokad aoar LABDlRiriOE 
durlag tho day. 
Tha oloaa of tha day*a a o t l r l t y found tho b a t t a l l o a 
proparad to puah oa to tha ton. af KXRPSH. Tba i a ­
faat r y waa l a tha outaklrta of WDD^m. 

By l a t a araaiag of 27 Fobruary tho l a t Platoea, Co c, 
vorklag v l t h tho 3 r d B a t t a l l o a of tho 121 I a f a a t r y 
Roglmaat vaa looatad at ( 2 5 3 5 2 1 ) , W of KXRfBir, 2d 
Platooa, CO i . vaa at BXRaXBHA.UBSN ( 2 3 7 5 1 9 ) . 

Oa 28 Fabruary tha Ron Co waa aaelgaad tha miaaiaa af 
aalaotlag oompaay aaaambly araaa l a KXRFEIf, laapaotiag 
aad olaarlag tham of poaalbla mlnaa. Thla tova vaa 
uadar hoary aaaay f l r a by hoavy a r t l l l a r y at tho t i a o . 
Oao roujad aoorad a d l r a c t h i t oa a buildlag l a BULTZ-
HKIJf i a ahlah Roa Co troopa wara b l l l a t a d . 3 maa of 
t h l a oompaay vara EIA aad 6 WIA.. F l r a t aad Soooad 
Bat t a l i a a a of tha 121 Ia f a a t r y Raglmaata had advaaoad 
ta (2895^5) »ad (2975^) T l o l a l t y of MCDRATH. Tha 
attack vaa balag hald up at t h l a polat by aa aaany 
blava brid^a aad a huga oratar i a tho road of approaoh 
at ooor: (288547). AjLtoraato routoa arauad thoaa 
abataolaa wara balag raooaaoltarad by Roa Co aad Co B 
vaa maiataiaiag oaaatant l l a i a o a with tho l a t B a t t a l l o a 
121 I a f a a t r y Roglmoat. 

I a maay iaataacaa tha Ia f a a t r y had riddaa oa tho book 
of tho TDa l a tha d l r a c t aaaault aad tha guaa af tha 
B a t t a l ^ ^ had aubjaotod tha tova ar Tlllago to dlroot 
f l r a prlar to tha Ia f a a t r y attaok. 
Tho aad af tho porlod fouad th l a u a l t aoroaa tho 
XRfT Caaal praparlng to aaaault tha aawy-hold tova 
of M0DIU3H l a ooajuaotiaa v i t h tho J i t f a a t r y o f tho 
8th DlTlolon. 



3. Ho spe c i a l v/eapons .ere used during the p e r i o d . 

Communications were e x c e l l e n t . The Bn Pwd CP stay­
ed w e l l forwardfend i n close p r o x i m i t y o f the 
companies w i t h i n m range of lower u n i t s . Wire was 
run to B a t t a l i o n wVienever p r a c t i c a l and r a d i o con­
t a c t was maintained between higher Hq by 193 radio 
and between companies and Platoons by use Of 608 
and 610 rad i o on Company and B a t t a l i o n channel. 

4. Supporting a r t i l l e r y moved r a p i d l y I n the advajiced 
and helped m a t e r i a l l y I n sof t e n i n g the o b j e c t i v e s 
p r i o r to the at t a c k . 
Supporting engineers of the D i v i s i o n b u i l t crossings 
over the ROER and cleared the way over the ERFT 

• Canal. Roads were maintained and areas h a s t i l y de-
mined. 

5. No special v/eapons were used. 
6. Supply was s u f i l c i e n t . B a t t a l i o n Rear Echelon moved 
~ across water b a r r i e r s as soon as possible and est­

ablished forward dumps i n close p r o x i m i t y to 
companies. 

Evacuation was d i f f i c u l t because o f the r a p i d moving 
s i t u a t i o n . Nomal evacviatlon was through i n f a n t r y 
a i d s t a t i o n s . 

7. Casualties: See attached casualty l i s t . ; ; ; 
Commanding O f f i c e r s I n Important Engagements. , _ • 
(1) Defense o f ELSENBORN RIDGE. 

CO, 644th TD Bn - Lt Col EPHRAIM P CKAHAM, JR 
CO, Hq Co, 644th TD Bn - 1st Lt JOHN A BAER 
CO, Co A, 644th TD Bn - Major ILtHRY L GODSÎ ALL, J R 
CO, CO B, 644th TD Bn - capt CARL H WIOOENHORN 
CO, Co C, 644th T D Bn - Capt H A R L O W P LENON 
CO, Ron Co, 644th T D Bn - Capt HAROLD L HOPFSR 
CO, Med Det 644th TD Bn - Capt NATHANIEL .BERO 

(2) ROER RIVER OFFENSIVE. 
CO, 644th TD Bn - Lt Col EP![RAI1.I P GRAHAM, J R * 
CO, Hq Co, 644th TD Bn - 1st Lt JOHN A B A E R 
CO, Co A, 644th TD Bn - Major JIARHY L G O D S M A L L , JR 
CO, Co D, 644th TD Dn - 8 to 86 pob 45 - Capt CARL 

H '.VIGGENHORN 
j 26 to 28 Feb 45 - Capt GERALD 
' L HOPFER 

C O , Co C, 644th TD Bn - Capt HARLOW P LENON 
CO, Ren Co, 644th TD Bn - Capt HAROLD L HOPPER 
CO, wed Det 644th TD Bn - Capt NATHANIEL BERO 

Losses I n A c t i o n - O f f i c e r s and E n l i s t e d Meh. 
(1) Engagement. 

(a) Defense of ELSEUBORN RIDGE. 
(b) ROER RIVER OFFENSIVE. 

(2) Names. 



(a) Defenae of ELSENBORN RIDGE 

None. ,v 

(b) ROER RIVER OH'"SNSIVE. 
1. O f f i c e r s . 

1 1st Lt OWEN H LiCDERUOTT, 0686903 (WU) 
2. E n l i s t e d Men. 

Sgt John T Ilartzog, 34135467, (WIA) 
i Sgt Frank A Pisano, 32003859, (WIA) 

Sgt Guy A Dougan, 33104850, (WIA) 
Sgt Tony J DlGlacomo, 33115555, (KIA) 
Tec 4 Frederick T Esper, 32003839, (WIA) 
Tec 4 Carl A Lake, 38110719, (WIA) • 
Cpl Stanley P Campbell, 36552664, (WIA) 
Cpl Lfeo E Mart, 39549161, (KIA) 
Cpl James D McCorci, 33418338, (KIA) 
Tec 5 William J Duvall, 33096342, (KIA) 
Tec 5 placido P Tomaselll, 31036148, (WIA) 
Tec 5 Herman L Lopez, 34152287, (WIA) 
Pfc Thomas P Daly, 32964989, (WIA) . : 
Pfc Mickey D Dolladonna, 15307094, (WIA) 
pfc Herman J > e l l , 33476143, (WIA) 
pfc l/iarlon M Coclcrell, 34153463, (WIA) 
pfc John t,, Meehan, 33418272, (WIA) 
Pfc James C Addison, 34058842, (KIA) 
pfc John H G i e l , 33115499, (WIA) '' 
pfc John A r l e t , 33115429, (WIA) 
pfc Harry A Hortlng, 33494769, (WIA) ; , 
pvt David A Gibson, 33478102, (WIA) 
pvt Thomas D Cline, 39577208, (WIA) 
pvt Joseph D Desantis, 33780415, (WIA) 
pvt Lawrence R o b i l l a r d , 31355002, ('WIA) 
pvt Daniel J G«Ulagl-ier, 15132705, (WIA) 

(3) K i l l e d i n Ac t i o n . 
(a) Defense of EÎ SEKBORM HIDGS. 
^ None. 

(b) ROER RIVER OFFENSIVE. 
1. O f f i c e r s - None. 
2_. E n l i s t e d Men - Five ( 5 ) . 

(4) Wounded i n A c t i o n . 
(a) Defense o f ELSE-BORN RIDOE. 

I None. • • 
(b) ROER RIVER OFi'iJIISIVE. 

1. O f f i c e r s - One ( 1 ) . . ; ^• 
2. E n l i s t e d Men - Twenty-one (21) 

(5) Missing i n A c t i o n . ; 'v 
None. • '.̂  

(6) Taken pri s o n e r . 
None. 
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j. Ponnor and present fcembers wlio have Distinguished "rtieni-
selves i n a c t i o n . 
(1) S i l v e r Star Awards. .T' } 

Lt Colonel EPHRAIM P ORAHAM, JR, 020838, Infantry, 
644th Tank Destroyer B a t t a l i o n , United States Amy. 
The g a l l a n t r y , unswerving devotion t o duty and disre g a r d 
f o r personal saf e t y displayed by t h i s o f f i c e r are i n 
keeping with the highest t r a d i t i o n s o f the armed forces 
o f the United s t a t e s . Entered m i l i t a r y service from 
M i s s o u r i . 

Lt Colonel EPHRAlli P GRAHAM, JR, 020838, Field 
A r t i l l e r y , Headquarters, 644th Tank Destroyer B a t t a l i o n , 
f o r g a l l a n t r y i n a c t i o n on 29 November 1944 i n the 
v i c i n i t y of <Kni-a-ct, Germany. 'While i n support o f i n f a n t r y 
u n i t s , Lt Colonel GRAHAM led an advance reconnaissance 
p a t r o l s of h i s b a t t a l i o n through an enemy-mined area. 
Although a heavy enemy a r t i l l e r y barrage was being l a i d 
down by the enemy, he returned to h i s b a t t a l i o n and d i r ­
ected them to t h e i r forward p o s i t i o n s . , His g a l l a n t 
leadership and sound judgement were i n the highest 
t r a d i t i o n s of the s e r v i c e . Entered the m i l i t a r y service 
from l.;is3ourl. 

Captain JAtSlS C WILLIAMS, 01169833, P i e l d A r t i l l e r y , 
644th Tank Destroyer B a t t a l i o n , United states Army, The 
courage, devotion to duty and disregard f o r personal 
safety displayed by t h i s o f f i c e r are i n keeping with the 
highest t r a d i t i o n s of the United States AXTny. entered 
m i l i t a r y service from Tennessee. 

S/Sgt Isaac L Wood, 20235836, F i e l d A r t l l l e i - y , 
644th Tank Destroyer B a t t a l i o n , United States AWny. The 
g a l l a n t r y , u n s e l f i s h l o y a l t y to comrades i n arma and d i s ­
regard f o r personal s a f e t y f a r above and beyond tho c a l l 
o f duty displayed by t h i s e n l i s t e d man refloot highest 
honor upon hi m s e l f and tho armed forces o f the United 
States. Entered m i l i t a r y service from New Jersey. 

! (2) Bronze Star Awards. 

Lt Colonel EPHRAIM P GRAHAM, JR, 020858j I n f a n t r y , 
644th Tank Destroyer B a t t a l i o n , f o r h e r o i c aohiovement. 
i n connection w i t h m i l i t a r y operations against an armed* 
enemy on 27 November 1944, I n Germany. Entered United 
States M i l i t a r y Academy from M i s s o u r i . 

[ • Captain HARLOW P LENON, 01169215, F i e l d A r t i l l e r y 
i • (TD), Company C, 644th Tank Destroyer B a t t a l i o n , f o r 
1 heroic achievement i n connection w i t h m i l i t a r y operations 
S against the enemy on 29 November 1944 i n the v i c i n i t y of 
j »->-:HH>,Germany. On the morning o f 29 November, .'.vhlle 
; under enemy observation and subjected t o Intense enemy 

a r t i l l e r y f i r e , Captain LEMON per s o n a l l y reconnoitered 
the t e r r a i n on which h i s destroyers were to operate. 
That afternoon he led h i s company i n the assault on an 

I enemy town, d i r e c t i n g i t s movement and f i r e from an ex-
j posed p o s i t i o n . His s k i l l f u l leadership and great por-
f sonal courage c o n t r i b u t e d much to the success of tho 

operations. Entered tho m l l l t a j r y sorvioo from Oregon. 
• c a p t a i n HAROLD L HOCTER, 01822572,"PA, f o r heroic 

achievement i n connection w i t h m i l i t a r y operations not 
i n v o l v i n g p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n a e r i a l f l i g h t against the 
enomy i n Belgium and Western Germany, on 17-19 Dooember 

- 1944. Entered m i l i t a r y service from Indiana. 



I s t L t PAUL R S T E V E N S O H , JR, 01823512, PA, f o r 
heroic achievement I n connection w i t h m i l i t a r y operations 
not I n v o l v i n g p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n a e r i a l f l i g h t against the 
•enemy I n Belgium and Western Germany, on 17-19 Decor.jber 
1944. Entered m i l i t a r y service fi-om C a l i f o r n i a . ' 

2d Lt PHILIP A DlCARLO, 0886902, a , f o r heroic 
achievement i n connection w i t h m i l i t a r y operationa not i 
i n v o l v i n g p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n a e r i a l f l i g h t against the 
enemy i n Belgium and western Germany, on 17-19 December 
1944. Entered m i l i t a r y service from New York. 

I s t Sgt David KI D a i l y , 32066176, 644th Tank Destroy­
er B a t t a l i o n , United States Army, ptor m e r i t o r i o u s servioie! 
i n connection w i t h m i l i t a r y operations against the enemy 
from 15 October 1944 t o 1 February 1945, i n Luxembourg, r 
Belgium and Germany. Entered m i l i t a r y sarvXea rron New li^ 

• Jersey. /yl$Ur>,4,.y: '^y, 

I n accordance w i t h AR 600-45 and C i r c u l a r 2, Head- r 
quarters p l r s t United States Army, dated 4 January 1945, 
the Bronze Star Medal i s awarded t o T/sgt patar j Caachor, 
32047847, 644th Tank Destroyer B a t t a l i o n , w h i l e serving 
w i t h the army o f the United States, f o r e x c e p t i o n a l l y i 
m e r i t o r i o u s achievements i n performance o f outstanding 
service not I n v o l v i n g p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n a e r i a l f l i g h t 
against the enemy i n Belgium, f o r the period 8 January 
1945 t o 10 January 1945. Entered m i l i t a r y service from 
New Jersey. 

T/Sgt Robert W Ounther, 32182377, 644tli Tank Destroy­
er B a t t a l i o n , United States Army. Por m e r i t o r i o u s service 
I n connection w i t h m i l i t a r y operations against the'enemy 
from 23 December 1944 t o 16 Ptebruary 1945, i n Belgium 
and Germany. Entered m i l i t a r y service from New York. 

S/Sgt W i l l a r d W Etherldge, 34153507, FA, f o r h e r o i c 
achievement i n connection w i t h m i l i t a r y operations not 
i n v o l v i n g p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n a e r i a l f l i g h t against the 
enemy i n Belgium and western Oermany. Entered the 
m i l i t a r y service from Louisiana. 

s/Sgt Frederick G Hogg, 32056725, 644th Tank Destroy­
er B a t t a l i o n , United s t a t e s Ai*my. isbr m e r i t o r i o u s service 
i n connection w i t h m i l i t a r y operations against the enemy 
from 20 July 1944 t o 1 Psbruary 1945, i n France, Luxem­
bourg, Belgium and Germany. Entered the m i l i t a r y service 
from New Jersey. 

Sgt Melvln A Mounts, 33418358, FA, f o r heroic 
achievement i n connection w i t h m i l i t a r y operations not 
i n v o l v i n g p a r t i c i p a t i o n I n a e r i a l f l i g h t against the enemy 
i n Belgium and Western Geriiany, on 19 December 1944. 
Entered m i l i t a r y service from Pennsylvania. 

Sgt John T Hartzog, 34135467, Hi, f o r h e r o i c achieve­
ment I n connection w i t h m i l i t a r y operations not i n v o l v i n g 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n a e r i a l f l i g h t against the enemy I n Bel-
glum and Western Germany, on 18 December 1944. Entered 
m i l i t a r y service from U i s s l s s l p p i . i 

Sgt James H Taturn, 34081539, FA, f o r heroic achieve­
ment i n connection w i t h m i l i t a r y operations not i n v o l v i n g 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n a e r i a l f l i g h t against the enemy i n Bel­
gium and Western Germany, on 17-18 December 1944. Entered 
m i l i t a r y service from Georgia. 
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Sgt Tony J Diglaeomo, 33115555, f o r h e r o i c 
achievement i n connection w i t h m i l i t a r y operations noV 
i n v o l v i n g p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n a e r i a l f l i g h t against tha 
enemy i n Belgium and Western Oerraany, on 17 Dacambar 
1944, Entered m i l i t a r y service from Pennsylvania. 

Tec 4 Leroy H McCrerey, 33416273, 644th Tank 
Destroyer B a t t a l i o n , United States Army, Jbr m e r l t o r * 
lous service i n connection w i t h m i l i t a r y operations 
against the enemy from 15 July 1944 to 16 February 1945, 
i n I^ance; Luxembourg, Belgium and Oermany. Entered 
m i l i t a r y service from Pennsylvania. 

Cpl Monroe 3 Klock, 33105333, KA, Reconnaissance 
Company, 644th Tank Destroyer B a t t a l i o n , f o r h e r o i c 
achievement i n connection w i t h m i l i t a r y operations 
against the enemy on 17 September 1944 i n the v i c i n i t y 
o f iHKHKv,prance. During an i n f a n t r y a t t a c k , Cpl Klock 
covered the movements of h i s company com/riander while on 
reconnaissance. Adv«ncing throug}i concentrated enemy 
a r t i l l e r y and small arms f i r e , Cpl Klock d e l i v e r e d 
accurate f i r e against enemy snipers and threv; captured 
hand grenades a t a German st r o n g p o l n t , a s s i s t i n g i n the 
capture o f nine p r i s o n e r s . His a c t i o n s c o n t r i b u t e d 
g r e a t l y to the success o f the o p e r a t i o n . Entered t h a f , 
m i l i t a r y service from Pennsylvania. 

Tec 5 John H Dudley, 31013566, PA, f o r heroic 
achievement i n connection w i t h m i l i t a r y operations not 
I n v o l v i n g p a r t i c i p a t i o n I n a e r i a l f l i g h t against the 
enemy i n Belgium and Western Germany, on 18 Oacamber 1944. 
Entered m i l i t a r y service from New Hampshire. . 

Tec 5 Hubert J Roner, 33418415, 644th Tank Destroyer 
B a t t a l i o n , United. States Army. Fbr heroic achievement i n 
connection w i t h m i l i t a r y operations against the enemy on 
15 January 1945, i n Belgium. Entered m i l i t a r y servloe 
from Pennsylvania. 

Tec 5 Bernard H Nuth, J r , 33546771, a , f o r heroic 
achievement i n connection w i t h m i l i t a r y operationa not 
i n v o l v i n g p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n a e r i a l f l i ^ t against the 
enemy I n B e l g l m and Western Oermany, on 17 Qeoember 
1944. Entered m i l i t a r y service from Maryland, i 

Pvt John J Cullinane, 32184556, PA, f o r heroic 
achievement i n connection w i t h m i l i t a r y operationa not * 
I n v o l v i n g p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n a e r i a l f l i g h t against the 
enemy i n Belgium and Western Goriiiany, on IB December , 
1944. Entered m i l i t a r y service from New Jersey. 

pfc John R o i e l , 33115499, FA, f o r heroic achieve­
ment I n connection w i t h m i l i t a r y operations not i n v o l v i n g 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n a e r i a l f l i g h t against the enemy i n Bel­
gium and Western Germany, on 17 December 1944. Entered 
m i l i t a r y service from Pennsylvania. * 

Pfc John Husak, 33115730, Fk, f o r heroic achieve­
ment I n connection w i t h m i l i t a r y operations not i n v o l v i n g 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n a e r i a l f l i g h t against the enemy i n Bel­
gium and Western Germany, on 18 December 1944. Entered 
m i l i t a r y service from Pennsylvania.. 

pvt Charles E Bane, 33418316, 544th Tank Destroyer 
B a t t a l i o n , United States Ari.iy. Far heroic achievement 
i n connection w i t h m i l i t a r y operations against the enemy 
on 15 January 1945, i n Belgium. Entered m i l i t a r y service 
from Pennsylvania. 
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Rewards; 

Three (3) S i l v e r Star Medals 
One (1) oak Leaf c l u s t e r to the S i l v e r Star Medal 
Twenty-one (21) Bronze Star N.edals 
Two (2) oak Leaf Clusters to the Bronze Star Medal 



^ (Jam J. Vorpt^ 
T A 33l«2li6 

2 Hunr P. llxita 
a/sd 2023ii66li 

3 V l U l a i L . Brlaeo* 

k John J. QarlbaKtl 
Cpl 3a83$8$ 

i tna L. ETviflden 

6 Pradnl* T. bp«r 
T A 320U3«3y 

7 Domjrna H. MUlar 
m 362333a 

8 B*b«rt 0. Ooddard 
^.TC 35898390 

V Joha T. Bartsoc 
SKt 3U135I167 

10 Roland lainay 
n c 31837277 

KDlOA^oirAcatair 6yiTH TAK mntotBt^TTALXCM 
APO 230 
iMarck 

U Maxd V. Hanxr 
PTt 3312>li9e 

12 Tboaaa P. OiOy 
PfC 3296«i>89 

13 VlckaT D. Mlladonna 
PTC l53OT09i. 

lit Haraan a FaU 
PFC 33U74ll»3 

i S ^ o a p h TiamoF 
PTC 33U75932 

BObart Ooddard 
PFC 35898390 

17 kxihvr loralc 
T/$ 33115512 

APO 230,^ng^inr 

PUgwala Data plapoamBa Wmuxka 

2 Fab ii5 2 Clr Sta OUoaaa 0 lagnlaal Haroia, rt 

C Biaxiholda, Int & Kxt 2 Fdb it5 2 Clr SU ULaaaso 

in Adanltia, oorrlcal ^land, oaoao 5 Fab ii5 2 Clr 8ti DLooaao 
\iiidat. 

Ked Chronic bronchitla, poas T.B* 7 Fab 1|5 iikClT Dlaoaao 

C Oaatroantarltla, acuta, aod, ar 7 Fob li5 £17 Clr Dli 

B WIA Boob W(alna)UI foroam, I t 11 Fab li5 DotF 

B Iapotl«o, nadc 

lea P87Chonaaroaia{T) 

C WU ShaU W(Bortar)P«n W rt 
faraaia, oontoalon ot back 

Roa OKI Tmf 101 

B Diarritaa, aoato, or 

C WIA Sball W(HI)Paa W, aldo 
U l l t lag 

0 WIA Shell W(RE)LW I t lag 

Battle 
Caaaalty 

12 F4b li$ 8 Clr Sto Dlaoaae 

12 Fab li5 8 Clr 8U DLaease 
RTD 19 Fab U5 

UI Fab lt5 8 Clr 9ta Battle 
Caaualtjr 

17 Fab li5 8 Clr SU DLseaae 
RTD 22 Fdb 1(5 

18 Fab li5 8 Clr SU Uaaaae 
KTD a Fab it5 
19 Fab lt5 8 Clr 8U Battle 

CaaaaltF 
19 FW> Ii5 Daty 

ITPH 
Battle Caaaalty 

A WU SbaU W(flak)Pen W, ar, par- 22 Fab it5 8 Clr SU Battle 
iatal rag>, akall, v/protrualAa of brala aattar Caaualty 

B n S Baok palna 

Roa CoiA>at Bihaaatloa 

Ren Peaa FS, bth too, rt foot 

22 Fab ti5 8 Clr Sta DLseaae 

23 Fab lt5 8 Clr SU Olaaaaa 
RTD 25 Fab Ii5 

2li Fab li5 8 Clr SU m JMitaj 
RTD 25 F * 1»5 

Roa WU B<ad> W(aarlal)lW rt kaaa 2U F^b li5 Daty Battle 
crrao 



RU S h a U ff(HB)Ur •iddiS l U | ^ 
1% RMl 

.11 r0 111 flUaal^ 
20 Joita D. KoCord 

Cpl 33ia8338 
1 A 
1 
i 

HA 25Fdb ii5 Battla 
Caaaaltjr 

a John V. MMluB 
PTC 33la8373 

1 A VIA Shall V(aortar)Paa V, I t 
an, rt oyo, ar 

25 P«b it5 8 d r SU Battlo 
Casualty 

# rrank A. Plsan* Sft 32003859 
1 A VIA Shall T(HS)Poa V, I t vrlat 25Fob b5 8 O r SU BatUa 

Caaoalty 

23 Staaloy F. Ca^>b^ 
cpl 365S866J. 

A VU B«itlo 
casualty 

2ii 
PTt 395U9161 

1 A HA 25 Fab l45 Battla 
Caaoalty 

25 DarldA. Qlbaon 
PTt 33U78102 1 * RU 25 Fab 1.5 Battla 

Caaaalty 
26 Carl A. Laka 

T/5 38110719 
1 A WU 25Fab U5 Battla 

Casual^ 
27 Oanlal j . OaUa^ar 

Frt 15132705 

1 
A WU 25 Fob it5 Battla 

caaoalty 
28 Rabart 0 . Ooddard 

PPC 35898390 
Baa Pagrohooaaroala 26 Fab ii5 8 Clr SU OUaaaa 

OwoB I * HcDeraott 
lat Lt 0-886903 

C WU ShaU W(RB)LW obast, I t 26 Fab 1.5 Doty 
ETPBC 

Battla 
Caaoalty 

Bart «. Jegrvo 
lat I t 0-1170789 

IB Chxonlo bronohltla 27 Fab 1.5 8 Clr SU Dlaoaaa 

31 Alfrod V. Slankiaales 
Sft 3Z183536 

A TroBoh.Foot 28 Fab 1.5 8 Clr SU RB iBjwn 

32 j M a a C* Addison 
PTt 3105881.2 

Boa 28 Fob Ii5 Battla 
casualty 

33 1«ar Jm molaeoao 
Sgt 33115555 

Soa KU 28 Fab 1.5 Battla Caaoalty 
3U Wllllaa J . Duval 

T/5 33093U2 
BO. KU 26 Fab h5 Battla Caanalty 

35 Thoaaa CUna 
PTt 395n208 

Boa WU 28 FA 1.5 Battlo 
Oaaoalty 

3 w Jo»«ph b. D*5«ntl» 
PTt 33780105 

loa WU 26 F * i.5 Battlo 
Caaaalty 

Joha K. Dial 
PTt 331151*99 

Ben WU 26 Fab 1.5 Battla 
casualty 

38 Jofaa Arlot 
PTt 33U5U29 

Bon WU 28 Fab 1.5 Battla 
Casualty 

39 Ron WU 26 Fab 1.5 Battla Caaualtj 



T/l 3103361W Ren V l i 28 Feb 1J5 

H&THARia, BERO 
C^Uln, lUC. 
Surgeon 

i 

, 0 ^ 
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IIF^Vi-iUARTEHS 8TH IKFANTHY WVISIOll 
APC | 6 , U . 3. Army 
9 March 1945. 

To the officers and roan of the Division: 

• !!?;' i Since the 23rd of February you hare orosae'd tao natar barriers (Th« 
ftjer River and liie Jirf t Canal); surmounted and over-run a fonnldabla ridge 
(The Fbrgebircer)., with a line of deep pita in front of it, peasabla ouiy on 
OAueovjays; and ^vu have captured end over-run one sizeable city (Fraahan)> 
and rortv-3pvan tovrns and villagbs, each a small fortress in itself* 

You have.captured thirty-tao hundred prisonars of i«r. _ / 

You have klllod soao three or four hundred of.tha enamy troopi 

You have wounded some three thousand of him. 

' I j: iTith magnlfioent spirit and antorpriso, you have advanced OQ. the 
•iany positions by <'«y and nig;ht.. ocntemptucus-of danger and fatigue, Tou 
drove straight through on the main route-fron Ou.-cn to Cologne, and you over-
oaine the bitterest resistbnoo of the a^voncc. 

m 

i 1 Your opportunities for reat v.ai-o n^n-cjlstant, but .with oheerful 
wllingneas you want'on from objective to otjfc'cjve, organising your night 

advances with skill and effectiveness, and c^ocutinp, them speedily, with daah 
and resolution. 

You advanoed, in a l l , thirty-threa miles. You now atand on tha Bhina< 

You are a division to point to, as an axasfjle' to others. 

To the Artillery who so effectively supported the man of the Bth Divl-
eibn Inffxntry.- to.tlia Unginoars who mat'a.thsir routes passable, to tha Signal 
men who kept fho eleoiants of the division in connunioatlon, to the Raconnaia-
sanoe Troop who guarded the flanks, to the Taoks, TTa, AAA^ and Chamloal Vor^ 
t«r men who in close support shot the Infantry forvwrd. to the MPs who kept 
th* Division together, to tha modioal pe raonnel who get the wounded out and 
cared for them, to the Que rtermaater and Ordnance who kept tho vital supplies 
roliinf, up, and to the Civil Oovei -jnent personnel \*o &jt in quickly and oared 
for fLt'ty thousand Carman oivllians, great praise is tiie. 

To the Infantry of the 8th nivialon! Wall Dene. 

Uake the most of every opportunity f^r rest and repoaa, for tha ad-
vanee will contlcuo. 'Wear your unlfonaa properly, and ahow your pride In ynur-
selvee arn.̂  in your outfit by your bearing. Keep fit, and profit by the taotioal 
mlatakoa JQU have made. Learn to organize your attaoka even bettxr, and to put 
them over with even more daah and more rtaolution, to hold ycur oaaualtles 1:. v. 
Let every officer and man view the prospects ahead with optimism and oonfldenoa, 
end put his shoulder to the wheel with the '*atsrmination to make tha Plghting 
8th tha beat divlalon in the Army. 

Disti A & C CoBdg. 


