
THIS CREW of the 636th T D , " J i n x , " struck a 
c rush ing blow against the Germans d u r i n g 25 
minutes of f i ght ing in the L a Cosa L ine de­
fense. The six-man crew, a l l awarded Si lver 
Stars for g a l l a n t r y , knocked out 5 M a r k I V ' s , 
1 a m m u n i t i o n t ruck , 1 armored ha l f - t rack , 1 
p i l l box and a house h a r b o r i n g Germans. 
Left to right: S /Sgt . R a y m o n d G. M u r p h y , 
Jacksonvi l le , F l a . ; Sgt. E d w i n A . Yost, Gor-
ham, K a n s . ; C p l . A l v i n V . Q. Johnson, Snyder, 
Texas ; Pfc . Joseph R. O ' B r y a n , N e w Haven, 
K y . ; and Privates Clyde T . and Claude H . 
Stokes, twins f r o m McAles ter , O k l a . 
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irom Misamis Occidenta! and continues on a v.-indmc course 
tor about 60 miles to Smdangan. Other tov,-ns or the road 
arc Dapiian and Dipolog. A l l three have about 30,U00 people 
each. 

On the south coast the south coastal road crosses the east 
boundary from Lanao and goes to Pagadian (population 
46,262). 15 miles irom the border. 

West or Pagadian on the south, and west ot Sindangan on 
the north coast, there are no overland connections. The coun­
try is sparsely settled until the vicinit)' of the city or Zam-
boanga Ls reached. This city is at the southwest tip of Min­
danao, and has a settled country behind it for 40 miles along 
the east coast and 20 miles along the west coast. This area 
has a road net. 

Zamboanga is free from typhoons. Rains around Zam-
boanga city are at a m.inimumi during Januar)', February, and 
March, and thereafter are fairly constant. On the north coast, 
near Dapitan, principal city for that area, rainfall is high dur­
ing the last three months of the year and low during the other 
months. 

Zamboanga has a site peculiarly valuable for military pur­
poses. I t is almost ideal for an air and sea base to maintain 
operations over the Celebes Sea to the south, the Sulu Sea to 
the west, North Borneo, Palawan, and the Yisayan Islands. 
12 miles south of the city is the island of Basilan, 35 miles 
from east to west and 22 from north to south. 

There is ample terrain near Zamboanga city- and on Basilan 
for air bases and naval stations. I t would be nearly impossible 
for the enemy, once driven out, to remvade this area by land. 
There is space to spread billets for large numbers of troops in 
the neighboring country, and to install large depots. 

.6am.boanga city is reported a;-
455. This includes the back countrv. • 
;s part o i the city. A certain amouni of " • 
upon as available. ' " • 

C O M . M E N T S 
Z a m b o a n g a a n d the c c n i r a l p l a i c a u rtj;;,,-. 

l a r y ob jec i i ves . I n 1941 the ATjierican f c - ( ' ' 
c e n t r a ! p l a t e a u , whi le the enemy landed si:!-. ^ ' ' 
G u l f , I l l a n a Bay, l i i g a n B a y , a n d -Mac ^ K ^j" E -i' " 
v a n c e d u p o n the . A m e r i c a n forces by both ih, tT-i " • 
e n d B u k i d n o n R o a d s f rom both ends. ^ 

D e t a i l s o f this c a m p a i g n have not yet b ^ t c . - , , 
the c a p i t u l a t i o n of C o r r e g i d o r the - A m c r i c m • -. ^ ^ 
r e n d e r e d a lso. W h e t h e r the mi l i ta ry snuj^,t,-, ^ " ^ 
p e r a i e in M i n d a n a o has not been ascerta-'^rU ^ ^ 

. 'According to reports as to numbers of P ' - i o - j - , ^ ' 
i c a n forces ( i n c l u d i n g F i l i p i n o t r o o p s ! r .urr .Kr ; . . i ' ^ J * * * * h i t ­
m e n . I t w o u l d seem., therefore , that a force thx *** * * 
d e f e n d M i n d a n a o against a n enemy haWnj ; ^ * 

I t c a n there fore be expected that if the tnr-— 
a n d p resent i n d i c a t i o n s are that he wi l l , he H i . » 
one at least 5 0 , 0 0 0 s t rong. 

Z a m b o a n g a is n o w (as in 1941) a dctacrx-i; ; i < 
f o r m a t i o n as to whether the enemy wiil d c t c n j 

A l t h o u g h the A l l i e s now have undt 'T^uii -d j 
th is does not assure tha t it w i l l absolutely pre ^ 
ments a n d s u p p l i e s f r o m r e a c h i n g M i n d a n a o .;"r..̂ . »' ^ 
a t tacked. D u e to the shor t dis tance f rom • > ' ^ i ^ * ^ 
I s l a n d s just n o r t h of M i n d a n a o , occas ional i r t . -

I n f o r m a t i o n is that the J a p a n e s e have bn-^- . ^ 
pots o n M i n d a n a o , so as to m a k e it u n n e c e w i j ? ^ t- 2 
suppl ies for a c o n s i d e r a b l e t ime. T h e J a p j » 
barges as wel l as s u r f a c e barges. A l t h o u c h r - i r . . 
they keep c o m i n g o n . I t must be p resumed ih*r t t ^ 
3 ce r ta in n u m b e r o f these wil l gel t h r o u g h . 

T h e l a n d i n g o f A l l i e d t roops on the south iS,-.- , a \  . ^ H * ' — -4 
scnts the least difficulty. A l a n d i n g on the n o r s ' r ^ 
e n e m y a i r in te r fe rence f r o m i s l a n d bases to ^ . 
passages restr ict m o v e m e n t s . I n 1942 the ] j r>»-- ,r»i 
n o r sea o p p o s i t i o n o n ei ther the n o r t h a n d »oi : i^ . 
do not now h a v e this advantage . S o m e oppoiriiot.. ^ ^ 
nor th coast , must be expected. J n « i : v •• 

* T h i s article was written prior to the Lcvtr Und j, ' 

"JINX" 
German Partzer units threatened to cut the Salerno beachhead in rwo on D-4-5 (15 Sep 

43) when they openeci a gap bervi.'een the British and U . S. corps. A tank destroyer named 
Jinx, commanded by Sgt. Edwin A . Yost, is one reason the German attack failed. 

The crew ran their M-10 up to the crest of a ridge under artillery and small arms i i r t . 
They expended three rounds. The first was .short. The second knocked out a Mark I V tarsk, 
which burned. The third hit an ammunition truck, which exploded. Hostile fire became xi 
heavy that the destroyer was forced to back down below the ridge. 

A short while later Jinx again ran up to a hull-defiladed position. This time the fir« 
round knocked out a Mark I V . The second round knocked out a Mark I V . The third 
round knocked out a Mark I V . So did the fourth. 

In an elapsed rime of thirty minutes Jinx had five medium tanks and an ammunition 
vehicle, with a total expenditure of seven rounds. 

The crew received silver stars. 
— E . A . R. 

L A S T OF A "GRASSHOPPER" 

Capt. Edward B. Baetjer, fi.rst artillery air OP pilot shot down by enemy aircraft in ttie 

.Mediterranean Theater of Operations, gives this account of the incident; 
".After an uneventful flight up, I was there just four days when "jerry" caught up 

me. I was on may to register-in the Bn when a flight of FW-190s on a strafing misBOO 
intercepted me. I was at about 1,500 feet, but they came upon me so suddenly from arouDS a 
mountain that they didn't see me in time. The first five each let go a burst at mc. rot 
luckily didn't hit me so I headed for the ground. Bur like a .sap, instead of landing 1 srartrd 
circling at about a hundred feet. The next thing I knew a machine gun u-as barking 3gs:^ 
and my engine sort of disintegrated. Little tountains of gas starred shooting up out c; t t « 
gas tank, and a blur shot past in front of m.e. By the time I cut my switch I « 'as just o v « 
the trees and barely movmg. Finally I stalled out and crashed through the trees, going tr.rougft 
the windshield when I hit and knoc'king m\'self cold. Coione! , my observer at t•̂ e tinr^t. 
hauled m L our of the plane and to an aid station. He wasn't even scratched, thank G>S-

•n ho.>:p;ta] thev sewed up mv head, taking 29 stiichcs. and sent me back to N'.:'̂ -a an evacuatio: 
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