
THE GOERING INCIDENT (APPREHENDED) 

T h i s i n c i d e n t began two days a f t e c the German army s u r r e n d e r e d . B r i g . 
G e n e r a l Robert Stack, Assistant Commander o f the 36 t h I n f . D i v i s i o n , c a l l e d me 
on t h e phone. He t o l d me t o r e p o r t t o D i v i s i o n Hdqs. i n i m e d i a t e l y f o r i n s t r u c t i o n s 
on a m i s s i o n i n v o l v i n g a h i g h r a n k i n g German o f f i c i a l (Herman G o e r i n g ) . 

•Then I r e p o r t e d t o Gen. Stack a t D i v i s i o n Heqs., I was i n t r o d u c e d t o a 
German Major o f the L u f t w a f f a who was t h e gu i d e f o r t h e G o r i n g p a r t y . Stack 
t o l d me he needed a combat u n i t t o go w i t h him and th e German Major f o r t h e 
rendezvous. The 3rQ P l a t o o n o f Ren. Co. 636th T.D. Br. was the o n l y combat 
u n i t 1 had i n the town where D i v , Hdqs. and ray company C P . was l o c a t e d . 

Gen, Stack t o l d me t h a t t h e I . and R. p l a t o o n o f the 142d was s v s i l a b l e 
t o go w i t h us on the rendezvous, 2d L t . Jerome S h a p i r o was t h e o f f i c e r w i t h 
t h a t p l a t o o n and d e s i r e d t o go. Stack s a i d I ' l l l e a ve i t up t o you- i f you 
need him, Okeh and i f you don't want him t h a t i s okeh a l s o . Not knowing what 
we would be f a c i n g I f e l t t he e x t r a man-power would h e l p on t h e m i s s i o n because 
we would be go i n g about 70 m i l e s i n t o an area s t i l l o c c u p i e d by armed German 
t r o o p s . 

The p a r t y t h a t was on t h e m i s s i o n i n c l u d e d t h e f o l l o ' / r i n g : The L u f t w o f f a 
Major i n h i s Mercedes, General Stack i n h i s sedan, m y s e l f and d r i v e r , t h e 3d 
p l a t o o n w i t h f o u r jeeps and two armored c a r s (M-8s2, S h a p i r o and h i s two j e e p s . 

V,'e he.'ided o u t through t h e A u s t r i a n gap o f th e Alps,. The l-Iajor w i t h h i s 
Mercedes took o f f a t a good c l i p and i t was d i f f i c u l t t o s t a y w i t h hirr, because 
o f the armored c a r s . I c a l l e d ray armored cars and jee p s on the r a d i o and t o l d 
them t o keep coming, t h a t I was g o i n g t o s t a y w i t h t h e Mercedes and Stack and 
the n I l o s t r a d i o c o n t a c t . 

A f t e r a l i t t l e nwre than one hour we a r r i v e d a t a c a s t l e i n t h e area o f 
ZellCr.ear K i t z b u h l ) the p l a c e f o r t h e rendezvous. The c a s t l e and s u r r o u n d i n g 
area was occupied by an S.S.. r e g i m e n t commanded by O b e r s t F e g e r l e i n . A l u n c h 
'rfas p r o v i d e d by the German u n i t . Stack and h i s a i d e , m y s e l f and Sh a p i r o and 
maybe o t h e r U.S. s o l d i e r s , C o l o n e l F e g e r l e i n and h i s s t a f f were a l s o p r e s e n t . 
Conversation' ' v-as 6o?:ewhat l i m i t e d because o f t h e language b a r r i e r , however 
t h e r e was an S.S. captai-n who spoke good E n g l i s h which was a good h e l p i n 
c o n v e r s a t i o n . I beUeve he t o l d me t h a t he had a t t e n d e d s c h o o l i n t h e U.S. 

A f t e r an hour or so p a r t o f t h e p a r t y c o n t i n u e d on and made c o n t a c t i n a 

wooded area w i t h the Goering group a t around 10 p.m.- i t was d a r k . Everyone 

t h e n proceeded back t o the c a s t l e where G o e r i n g , h i s w i f e and daughter and o t h e r 

members o f h i s p a r t y were b i l l e t e d f o r t he n i g h t . P i c t u r e s , i n t e r v i e w s and a 

l o t o f ga'.vking was i n process f o r maybe a cou p l e o f hours b e f o r e v;e r e t i r e d 

f o r t he n i g h t . 



P r i o r t o r e t i r i n g Stack raet v f i t h G o e r i n g and t h e i n t e r p r e t e r and G o e r i n g 
gave him the s t o r y o f the l a s t month o f t h e war. R i g h t a f t e r t h a t Stack b r i e f e d 
me on what he had l e a r n e d and h i s p l a n s f o r the morrow. 

r 

He t o l d me o f Goering f a l l i n g o u t o f f a v o r w i t h H i t l e r and b e i n g i m p r i s i o n e d 
and H i t l e r ' s p l a n n i n g t o execute him by a f i r i n g squad. H i s L u f t w a f f a r e s c u e d 
him and from t h e n t i l l now he was i n h i d i n g . He was somewhat concerned about 
t h e S.S. r e g i m e n t b i l l e t e d i n t h a t area because t h e o f f i c e r i n charge was t h e 
nephew o f a G e n e r a l F e g e r l e i n who was n o t t h e b e s t o f f r i e n d s w i t h G o e r i n g and 
o f c o u r s e , t h e S.S. was H i t l e r ' s e l i t e t r o o p s . 

Stack a l s o t o l d me t h a t he wanted t o t o u r t h e area e a r l y i n t h e morning 
f o r any l o o t o r whatever. I n o r d e r t o g e t ahead o f t h e g e n e r a l I d e c i d e d t o 
t o u r t h e area t h a t n i g h t - t h e German c a p t a i n was my g u i d e . Ve e n t e r e d a b a r r a c k s 
o c c u p i e d by t r o o p s and they were good l o o k i n g s o l d i e r s . I f e l t r a t h e r s m a l l i n 
t h e presence o f those 6 f o o t - p l u s s o l d i e r s , however S g t , P r o b s t was w i t h me and 
he added t o t h e s i t u a t i o n . Not v e r y much was p r e s n e t i n t h e way o f l o o t . We 
d i d g e t some l u g e r s , however. 

I a l l o w e d t h e German t r o o p s t o r e t a i n t h e i r arms t h a t n i g h t , b u t t h e y would 
be p i c k e d up t h e n e x t morning. I d i d t h a t because o f an u n c e r t a i n s i t u a t i o n 
where t h e r e were a c o n s i d e r a b l e number o f d i s p l a c e d persons ( R u s s i a n s and P o l e s ) . 
Stack had p r e v i o u s l y charged me w i t h t h e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y o f p r o t e c t i n g G o e r i n g 
and h i s p a r t y a t t h e r i s k o f our own s e c u r i t y . 

N o t hing much happened d u r i n g the n i g h t . I spent some t i m e w i t h t h e German 
S.S. 6 f f i c e r 8 d i s c u s s i n g t h e w o r l d s i t u a t i o n and why Germany f e l t they c o u l d 
t a k e on the U.S. and w i n . T h e i r f e e l i n g was t h a t t h e U.S,would never be b r o u g h t 
i n t o a war i n Europe a g a i n a f t e r W,W,I. S h a p i r o was i n h i s g l o r y and making 
t h e roost o f i t . Because o f h i s background and b e i n g f r o m New York C i t y he l e f t 
no stone u n t u r n e d . The New York C i t y papers r e s l l y had a hay-day, I was t o l d . 

The n e x t raorning as G o e r i n g was b e i n g t a k e n f r o m t h e c a s t l e on t h e way t o 
General P|tch's h e a d q u a r t e r s ( 7 t h Army Commander^, t h e r e was a l o t o f p i c t u r e -
t a k i n g , gawking and some t e a r s from some o f the German s o l d i e r s o f G o e r i n g ' s 
p a r t y . Stack was t a l k i n g w i t h Goering t h r o u g h the American s e r g e a n t i n t e r p r e t e r 
and a p p a r e n t l y Goering was i n t e r e s t e d i n m e e t i n g t h e o f f i c e r i n chs-.ge o f t h e 
s e c u r i t y . 

Stack motioned f o r me t o come f o r w a r d and meet G o e r i n g , As I approached 
t h e F i e l d Marshal he stepped f o r w a r d , gave me the H e i l H i t l e r s a l u t e and extended 
h i s hand f o r a handshake. I r e t u r n e d t h e s a l u t e (U.S. s t y l e ) and shook h i s hand. 
As I shook h i s hand, he t a l k e d i n h i s language t o me. Tears were coming f r o m 
h i s eyes. The i n t e r p r e t e r was t e l l i n g me what he s a i d . He thanked me f o r p r o -



v i d i n g s e c u r i t y for himself and h i s party and requested t h a t h i s wife and 
daughter ( about 6 y e a r s ) be made s a f e . I assured him t h a t the s e c u r i t y would 
be maintained. 

Of course, Stack wanted some of the troops back a t D i v i s i o n Hdqs, to get 
s o u v e n i r s and he t o l d me to have them sent back to h i s headquarters, I knew 
what was there because I had inspected them the night before. There were approx 
im a t e l y 25 lugers and P 38'8 with h o l s t e r s and there were a l s o a box of probably 
100 or mare of 2 5 s , 3 2 s , 2 2 s , e t c , ( s m a l l p i s t o l s without h o l s t e r s ) . Stack commented, 
"See t h a t your men get a souvenir." I took him a t h i s word and gave my men the 
c h o i c e p i s t o l s and took the box back to Div, Hdqs, You can bet t h a t I d i d n ' t 
d e l i v e r them to Stack p e r s o n a l l y , but l e f t them a t the gate of Hdqs, with the 
M,P.'s. 

L t , " B u l l " Wilson i n d i c a t e d that l a t e r on a f t e r I returned to my company 
and l e f t him i n charge someone from Div, Hdqs. came to the c a s t l e looking f o r 
the p i s t o l s and i n d i c a t e d the General was a l i t t l e unhappy, Sez La G u r e r r e , 

When I e s c o r t e d Gen, Stack through the a r e a we observed many s i d e arms. 


