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aUBJi -CTi N o t e s on T a n k D e s t r o y e r T m i n l n g and O p e r a t i o n s . 

TO I T a n k D e s t r o y e r O f f i c e r , F i r s t U n i t e d S t a t e a A r n y , > i i C 2 3 C , 
U . S . A r a y . 

1 . D u r i n g t h r e e a n d o n e - h a l f ( 3 i ) m o n t h a o f a c t u a l c o m b a t , 
t h e f o l l o w i n a p o l n t a h a v e b e e n b r o u g h t o u t , o f I n t e f a a t t o T a n k 
D e a t r o y a p P a r a o n n e l , C e r t a i n f s l a o l e a o f b a a i c t r e i n i n g , a a U a t e d 
b e l o w I 

a . T h e T a n k D e a t r o y e r d o c t r i n e o f b e i n g h e l d b a c k , t h a t 
Ts, I n f s n t r y croinsr f o r w a r d , t h e n T a n k a , t h e n T a n k D e a t r o y -
e r s . I s v e r y p r o n e t o b r e e d snd f o s t e r t i m i d i t y a n d l a c k o f 
a g g r e a s l v e a c t i o n . I b e l i e v e t h a t p l e t o o n l e s d a r a end 
MIO Gomrtisndara m u a t be I n a t l l l e d I n p o a l t l v a a g g r a a s l v a 
a c t i o n , c ro lng f o r w a r d w i t h t h e I n f a n t r y P l e t o o n , t h e n b y 
h a n d a l f ? n e l B , b r i n f t h e i r v e h i c l e t o f i r i n g p o a l t l O D . 
E m p h a a l a s h o u l d n o t b e p l a c e d on TD*s r e m a i n i n g b a c k * 

] i . The b a s i c t h o u c r h t t h a t T a n k D e e t r o y e r a w i l l f i g h t o n 
t h e r e v e r s e a l o p e o f a h i l l , l e t t i n g t h e t a n k s come I n t o 
t h a n , w i l l n o t h o l d -^ood I n 0 I I o a a e a . T a k e f o r a x a m p l a , 
t h e t e r r i f i c f l ; x h t l n 5 r t h e I 8 t h I n f R e s t o f t h e 1 s t US 
I n f s n t r y D i v l a l o n d i d I n t h e a r e a n o r t h o f t h e t o w n e , 
H a a r a n a n d V e r l a u t e n h e l d s . I n t h i s a l t u a t l o n , t h e I n f a n t ­
r y B a t t a l i o n Commanders w e r a g i v e n t h e m i s s i o n t o a i e z e 
a n d h o l d t h e h i g h g r o u n d , T h l a , t h e y d i d , t h e n p r o m p t l y 
o r g a n i z e d t h e FCRifAHD 3LCPS, Many s t r o n g r c o u n t a r - a t t a c k a 
w e r e l a u n c h e d i n t h l a e r e a , b e i n g c o m p l e t e w i t h a r t i l l e r y 

Pr e p a r a t i o n and t e r r i f i c m o r t a r f i r e , f o l l o w e d b y c o m b i n a d 
n f a n t r y - T a n k a a a a u l t a . L e t e n y o n a a a k t h e m s e l f tVie queat -^ 

i o n , " W h a t c a n I d r i v e t h e m o f f w i t h ? " . The a n a w e r l a 
q u i t e o b v l o u a , T a n k a o r T a n k D a a t r o y a r a , No I n f a n t r y 
Oomoander l a g o i n g t o n l l o w t a n k a t o r u n o v e r h l a men i n 
f o x h o l e a I f ho h a a a n y way o f d r i v i n g t h e m o f f , t h e r e f o r e , 
t h e I n f a n t r y Commander t o whom t h e a e w e a p o n s o r e a t t a c h e d , 
i s g o i n g t o o r d e r t h e m o u t on t h e FORWARD 3 L 0 i S t o t a k a 
t h e o n - c o m i n g t a n k a u n d e r d i r e c t f i r a , T h l a m u s t b a d o n a 
e v e n i n t h e f a c e o f w h a t aeema c e r t a i n d e s t r u c t i o n f o r men 
0 n d v a h i c l e a . The T a n k D e s t r o y a r a c a n n o t e x p e c t t o r e m a i n 
I n c o m p s r s t l v e s a f e t y o n t h e r e a r a l o p a , T h l a t l a a i n w i t h 
t h e t h o u g h t a e x p r e s s e d i n a u b - p a r a g r a p h ( a ) . T a n k D e e t r o y ­
e r a m u s t b e a g g r e s s i v e pnd c a n n o t e x j j e c t t o b e a l l o w e d t o 
r e m o l n b a c k b e h i n d t h e I n f a n t r y I n a l l e a a e a , 

^ , .Though o u r S e n i o r I n f a n t r y O f f i o e r a i n v a r i a b l y u n d e r -
a t a n d c o r r e c t use o f T a n k D e a t r o y e r a , i t l a v e r y o f t e n 
f o u n d t h o t J u n i o r O f f i c e r s , p r r t l c u l a r l y I n f a n t r y i P l a t o o n 
L e a d e r s , d o n o t u n d e r s t a r j d t h e i r c a p a b i l i t i e s arid a h o r t -
c o m i n g a , f o r i n a t e n o e j when n e c e a s a j ^ t o s p l i t a T a n k 
D e s t r o y e r P l a t o o n , a t t o c h l n g a a e c t l o n t o a n I n f a n t r y 



Oompsny, T h s t p u t s t h e T a n k D e s t r o y e r i t s f f 3,er«Teant u n d e r 
d i r e c t ooEUBfind o f a n I n f i - n t r y O f f i c e r . T h a t , d u e t o h i s 

I? l « o k o f k n o w l e d g e , w i l l o r d e r t h e T a n k D e s t r o y e r s t o move 
f i n t o a n I m p o s s i b l e p i e c e o f t e r r a i n . A a p o t " t h a t t h e S / S g t 

knows h i s v e h i c l e c a n n o t n e g o t i a t e . I f he r e f u a e a , he h a a 
r e f u s e d t o obey a d i r e c t o r d e r u n d e r f i r a . I f he o b e y s , 
t h e v e h i c l e i s h o p e l e s s l y b o g g e d d o w n . D u r i n g t h e 13 t r y ­
i n g d a y s i n t h e H a a r e n - V e r l e u t e n h e l d e a r e a , when n i l 
n e r v e s w e r e on e d g e , a n d men n e a r l y e x h a u a t o d , t e m p e r s f r a y e d , 
t h l a o c c u r a d t o o o f t e n , 

2* The J u n i o r I n f a n t r y l e a d e r m u a t be t a u g h t p r o p e r u a e o f 
T a n k D e s t r o y e r a ; w h e r e t h e y c ? n - o - n d w h e r e t h e y c o n n o t g o , w h a t t h e y 
c a n d o and w h a t t h e y c a n n o t d o . 

3 , T h i s , I b e l i e v e , c a n b e s t be a c h i e v e d b y t h e s o - c a l l e d 
" M a r r y i n g o f t h e B e r v i c e a " b a c k I n t h e t r a i n i n g a r e a a i n a t e a d o f o n 
t h e b a t t l e f i e l d . I t l a my o p i n i o n , t h o t t h e T a n k D e s t r o y e r B a t t a l i o n 
s h o u l d be a n o r g a n i c p a r t o f t h e I n f a n t r y D i v i s i o n , u n d e r d i r e c t 
oooinsnd o f t h e Commending G e n e r a l , nnd t o b e u s e d t a c t i c a l l y , t o s u p ­
p o r t t h e I n f n n t r y w i t h a s s a u l t f i r e , t o s t o p e n e s y t a n k a , a n d a e o o D d l j , 
I n a n i n d i r e c t f i r e m i a s l o n , 

4 , M l a c e l l a n e o u a n o t e s on t h e M - l O l 

a , An e x t r a G a l , . 5 0 ^ raountod o n t h e r i g h t f r o n t o f 
t h e t u r r e t haa p r o v e d i n v a l u a l k l e i n h e d g e - r o w c o u n t r y , and 
I n s t r e e t f l ^ ' h t l m I n A s c h e n . 

D u s t d e f l e c t o r s made o f a r m o r p l a t e , s a v e r a d i a t o r s 
r o m r i c o c h e t arid m o r t a r b u r s t s . 

^ , The A c h i l l e s h e e l c f t h e M-10 aeems t o be t h e r a d l a t o r a ; 
b a f f l e p l a t e s ( r e m o v a b l e ) s h o u l d b e i n s t a l l a d t o p r e v e n t 
t h e i r b e i n g p u n o t u r e d , b y s h e l l f r a g a e n t a , e i t h e r s i r o r 
g r o u n d b u r s t . 

A , A c o v e r f o r t h e t u r r e t s h o u l d b e d a v l a a d t o p r e v e n t 
o a a u s l t i e a f r o m s i r - b u r s t s . Some p l ? i t o o n l e a d e r s c l a i m 
t h a t t h e e n e m y , on h e a r i n g t h e a o u n d o f t h e M-10 m o t o r , 
l m » e d i e t e l y , f i r e a i r - b u r a t s , w h e r e a a a g a l n a t t a n k s , t h a y 
uae PDF. 

jfc. The r a d i o mSst a h o u l d b e e r e c t e d i n a l e a s e x p o a e d a p o t , . 

X , TD o r e w a becoiae v e r y a t t a c h e d t o t h e i r v e h i c l e a . T h e y 
r e q u e a t r e p a i r s n d r e t u r n o f t h e i r v e h i c l e a a f t e r t h e M - 1 0 - s 
h a v e b e e n d l a a b l a d i n c o m b a t t w o o r t h r e e t i m e a , 

5 . A l l o f t h e a b o v e s u b m i t t e d w i t h t h e s o l e p u r p o s e o f im^ 
p r o v i n g Taxik D e a t r o y e r T a o t l c a a n d T e c h n i q u e . 

HENRY L . D A V l a S O K , 
L t , C o l o n e l , F . A , , 

Oa, I s t U3 I n f D i v Commanding 
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l i U B J i i C T : i i n a w G r e t o q i i e a t l o n n l r e , 

TC J C o m n i s n d i m ' O e n e r o l , V I I U , 3 , C o r t j s , '̂̂ PO 3 0 7 , A t t n : A r t i l l e r y 
O f f i c e r . 

1. Y e s . T h i r t y - s i x ( 3 6 ) 3 " ^uns r r e t w e a l t h o f fivailshlo f i r e p o w e r , 
Becf iUse o f • a b i l i t y t o r e l i e v e L l c f h t B a t t e l ? o n e o f p i v l s l o n o f i n t e r ­
d i c t o r y m l B E l o n s , loner rsnoref ' - • r a . a s l n ^ e t c . ' , 

2 . T y p e o f f i r e m o s t f r e q u e n t l y c o H v e r e d t H a r a s e i n j nnd I n t e r d i c t i o n . 
T h e s e a r e t h e m o s t d e s i r a b l e y n d n 'pproprlstG m l o s l o n s o f T D ' a . 

3 . N o r o i n l l y , s u f f i c i e n t t l s ia " , HGB b e e n . " v c l l n b l e t o I p y by B - s e A n ? l e a . 
Compnri'^ h:-8 P I S O b e e n u s e d , ; ' Good J s o c u r r t e r e s u l t s h v e b e e n t t a i n e d 
u s l n f f e i t h e r m e t h o d . 

A . B u l k c f f l r l n ' T d o n e b ? t h l a B a t t f : ; l | l o n , h s g b e e n b y l o t o o n ond S e c t i o n . 
The Company hos o n l y o n c e , b e e n e n t p l o y c d s s e u n i t i n s a e c o n d r i r y 
m i s s i o n . 

5 . Msos ln i ? o f f i r o w i t h i n t h e Company h ^ s b e e r a c c o m p l . ' f i h e d t h r o u g h FDC, 
C r d i r a W l y , e n c h P l a t o o n r 0 ? ? l 3 t e r s o n « cor-mon B s s e F o i n t . I f t h i s 
i s n o t p r a c t i c a b l e , a co f f iputea s h i f t i s m a d e . Msased f i r e i n c o m b a t 

c ^ Of t h e Company hne b e e n u n o b s e r v e d , r e s u l t s r<re u n k n o w n . I-L-'srlnsr 
f i r e o f t h e B a t t s l l o n h f s o n l y b e e n d o n e i n t ^ - e i n i n c r . 3-ood r e a u l t a 
w e r e a t t a i n e d u o l n T TĈ T m e t h o d s . 

6 . The a r t i l l e r y b a t t a l i o n w h l o h u n i t i s c u p - o r t l n j r , b r i n c - a t h e s u r v e y 
t o Gun p o s i t i o n s . ' c t u r l p o s i t i o n s r e £ s u r v e y i s c c c O i T i p l l s h e d b y 
p e r s o n n e l o f t h e P l a t o o n s . 

7 . The , r t l l l e r y i s v e r y c o - o p o r - ^ t l v e , t h e y c one 'uo t t h e r e t s r l a t r r a t i o n , • , 
oasl.T'n raisoions, o b s e r v e w h ^ r p p r p p t l c r l , e t c , 

8 . No . The g r t l l l e r y w o r k o f i h l s B e t t s l i o n h r a b e e n v e r y l i m i t e d . C u r 
w o r k h s e b e e n c l o s e s u p p o r t ^of t h e I n f s n t r y . ' - ielrlom d o we h c v e m o r e 
t h - - n •- s i n g l e p i - - t o o n e m p l o y e d i n ' a e c o n d s r y m l s a l O n , The c l o s e 
c o - o p e r ^ ^ t l o n w i t h t h e D i v l a l o n ' • r t l l l e r y \i^wn v/orkin™ s e c o n d n r y 
m l a a l o n o b v i a t e s t h e need : f o r t r a i n e d s p e c l p l l s t e i n S u r v e y o t . c . 
H o w e v e r , an A O P w o u l d a l w s y s b e w a l c o m e . I n t h e o p e n c o u n t r y 
c h a r a o t e r l a e d I n t h e p a s E a r e t h r a u s r h F r s n r e e t c , a cub w o ' ) l d h a v e 
b e e n I n v e l u a b l e , 

• : • -y.- V-:;-; ^ t / ' ^ - . - . v ; - •"••Ik o f f i r e • 
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Ty ' » aoraaf^ n a i n f f flomrGl, F i r s t :TJt t l t ed ^'t^^ites i . r a y , A l l 2 ^ 0 , A t t n i 
:v / " ^ n t l - T © n k " O f f l c H r . i ' 

/ :-\ 
. 1 , . 'A 'hen t r o o p s o f t h e 2 6 t h I n f Fw^.«fi irjovod I s . t c I h e c i t y o f Aaoli0n» 

• Co!'flp.;?ny A o f t h l a B a t t . n l l o n laovrad i n w ; - t h o l r . < " ' n t r y t o p r o v i d e o l O f l ^ 
^ s u p p o r t . • , 

2 . 5<oria?a coKsbstt s t t ' t c h m o n t s r -o t I n e f f e c t , ^»hen t h e 3 r d - 3 r ; o f 
t h e 2 6 t h I n f ReiH n o v e d t o t h e n o r t i ; ^ , I m \1 ] -jnn o f t h e l e t ilhtoon MUB a t ^ 
t.3Che<? t o 3 r d ? i ; H o o n , ti' i l r . t r 5 - ! ^ y n ^ ' l ^ t o o r o p c r - i - t l n " t h e n o r t h o f t h e ^ 
c i t y . The 2nd P l . - t o o ' n w i t h 2 . n m c , W'-.V-V;«î  > . * i h t» 'o 'C id 3n o f t h e 2 6 t h i n f . •-. 
Rossrt, ."ntS E o v e d I n f r ' v n t ' - r eouth -**^ e t , o v - r , t u l l y ;)» esecl t h r o u g h t h e 
c e n t e r o f t - own . T h e I s t * 1 t o o n v l t ? " t * T « e ( 3 ) "unf* , ' T . t o r e c ' to>*'n o n t h e 
ftouth-eaet, ,snd m.oved - - ^ c o n - i t h e f u t ^ ^ p r n *-c>-,̂ ;;. 

3 a,. st.^-'t0<l \r. f h ' - b ' * - : * ! - n l n * , ' ' " - s r - i s - l ' v w t o p r o v l ^ t o c l o s e s u p -
p o r t t o t h e I t j f . ^ r n t r y . I r : o n > r i*o * h l « , t h e ' . T J t i *y:>rs taovot I s r o e c ! t e l y 
i n r n r - r o f t h c l o . d l n - I ' - f n t r y , M r l - ' ^ t̂|» t « - rTf , t r o ' o r p o r t u r . l t } ; , sad t h o s e 
a t r o n c T - p o l n t s d e s s l p " t<a<? b- t h e I n f ^ n t i r y ^ ;^yhe eo-^-ay uacf housea-,- p i l e s o f 
r u b b l o , c e l l « " ) r D , t h e t r r s , c h u r c * e f « *»iy r i - > t u r f - l o b e t . r ; c l 6 he c & u l d an-ke 
I n t o o a t r o n s r p o i n t . He o - i p l oy.?". i r . ' « d l t i o r I t ' l o r * I Inf,« n t rv w e s p o n a , 
TcirskB, SJP A f O u n a , . . nd T^-im A? " u t ' S j , 

^ . I n t t t a c k l . • o« 11 r o o a S t i c J . ' . - , w h i c h u a u l l y h.ffd I r o n g r i l l i n g ; 
fiOrosG t h e w l n d c w , ' ' w- ----i o r / » » v w e " " I r o - ; r t o t b e ' ; ^ r l i l , cd i o c 
O i Q d l c l o l y f o l l o w e r > y H - , , - f ^ i i s o r r ' i "*"! l y c l o ' s r f j t u-.u- c r l l ' j r . 

j l , i /heri f l r i n - " 5 - s t p^^r.-^c i t t l or. t h e c t , ' ' r , t , "^ .D . v ; :u: u s e d , a k l p -
' p i n e t h e s h e i l a r . l o r , • t h " v i n - , • H e * f «.f " u r I n f . " t . - y . T h i s r e n u l t a i n a n • 

e l i ^ b u r a t J u g t ov*^r t h e on^rny I u f s n t - r y 

A , rceconn':1 s.spr,e€; fo:-- ' ' r l r j ? p o ^ i . t l o j ^ s t ' ^ f l l c ' ^ s rnc! t ^ ' o r o u « r h . I t 
be lnp* o l m o a t I n p o a a i b l e t o a o v o w l * b r v " r - i d o r r , a!. '\ ~ t r t r ' » t a , J l e y a , . -na-
pcasRjrea o r e s t ^ i : b y •ceatr:;y©fi n u l l ' ; l n ' ? l i vrer's m o s t o f t e n u s e d , i t l a n e e e s e a r y ' 
f o r e - ' ch .!7un oo&i^.'.mrtcr t o k-n'-̂ w rrt i ' l l I ' s e a , t h o s y s G t l o o f ^ t i o n o f t h e f r l o r s d l y 
I n f s n t r y , o t h e r •-'Una I n V-^o n l r - t c o r ' , • •̂ -̂  p r o b , b i o f • r l n ^ T p o a i t l o n a , l i c c o r i -
n a l a a ^ n c e o r f o o t o u s t b e -rnsd-? o f tfc-^ • n t ! r c r o u t e , ' ' r o a s l n p l o . r a t r ; I r f h t 

. H t r e e t i s h o u l d be avo ids - ;^ , Cne ( 1 ) c r . > ; i i r ' ) y f i r w. R '• : ' 'JOO;'<' 'V3 o^it, K h l l - ' ^ c r c a a i n f f 
a s t r e e t , p r e v l o u a l y o r o e n e d la^ny 11 ^et '••id c j o r id»»rod s r f u , I'ho "n f lmy h-nd 
moved » TSraa 3i-^ 3 u n I n t o b u l l d l n s r ^ • t ^ t h . j f j - f r end o f t h e a t r a c t , h l t t l n n t h e 
d e a t r a y e r ' w i t h p< f I j - n k l n * - * s h o t f rtr© 7S0 y a i t l a . 

5t M.* WQ^''^ a t o r l e a TXKX b e w f r t e i ^ d < } - = ! r o f u l l y ; e r r l y I n t h e f l f ? h t , « " 
h a n d ^ren-:«<3e l o b b e d f r o s 3 r d f l o o r w^ndc i r , l a n d e d In thv» t u r r e t , i g n i t i n g 
t h e c a o i u n l t l o n , ^ n d a e r l o u s l y d / s a j / i K f l n ^ j t h - a ' ^ v o b l o l e , 

v.n r ' O t h - r o r e R . O / , ^ r e r f - n s o i a i r r kit:.-? b - s ^ i V - f . M C « , O | - ^ 
o^vp0<3 r . o t l c - o f t h r i n f r r ^ r y , f l r « 4 4, b s z o o U b ' t r l o c e r . K - Q . P c r t u r . - ' , t a l j r i t 
t h e ^ r o u n d 'Zl ncoo o f f t h * - t o p o f t h e I B t K l e t , c - u o l r ' - ^ . r . l y p i l u o r d - f f i a * e . 

felt ' • " 



©loanat , CO- T t l m j v l t * . i h e I n f - n t »' I a r * * r .T1V<|.. I n one 
y.'Jp' in. fJuti ooult'* n o i bo fltt'crco b y ' « b y r e . . o n f i t « p o s i t i o n , TIMI 
y'^^gm provldo^-^ c'5vt»r '"'^'^ - n tr«^ ' - t - - ^ n ^ n c r c ? * ' ' i rw^ 'T?^ , b y t h r o w i n g 3 

J f H",; PQ, ! » « l ' 3 t « - ' I ftb v e ' h - ' T h i s i-ove t ^ e cnttaQff ffun c.r«w 
• y ^ v ^ r , p e n o i t i !• v I n f : j . t ryiwr. > • p y i h .boraaltt t i u r . - a e ?5.0wn t h y 

" ^ ^ l e , e f f f i c t l v r l y t h e f ^ ^ n , 

" 7 , O o n o l u f i J o n i 1 

/ j ^ , -Aaaruunlti r M ' b « b ^ - W i - h * c lopf , ' i n , . n l r > - " v l d ! u t l dump f o r 
/aoh p i t o o n n e t r ^ l i s ^ - , - ^ ^ , ^ x ' - ' e r r l i t u . - ; ' c f v r - s h l r h , 4 < c * - , » tort i*©supply 
a© n « c e a s - r y . ' c t e i n « ( 1 ) " u n 1 X^?- >y;8 1 • v e r y r > h o r t l i r e , w h i l e 
u p p o r t l c . " ':<^Vi , ice 2 n ^ ' r t r y •'-•^rv-'^K o r * ( 1 ; n i o o k b u l l ln ,«fB, 

( 1 ; «;rd :v.iT . t tl>ae<?, hftt* ' ' t i l e a^* ' » c t c r . - i n a t v ; l i s o f ' a o d e m 
b u l l d l n s ? B , f ) f t * r nf J r - f f i j - r ' " ; C 'ua ' ! rio d " T n ' ? o , w h e n f l r * d 

t 3rf^ A t h a t o y cc^ nr - ' t© kWi 1 1 a , ( r i c o c h s t y , 
( 2 ; ' V . P , wo ; l d h ve- bo-^--' v*'" 'J^l>Xa ^ ' r - a t r t ! * j ' " I r o s t o b u r 5 s t r o n g * * 

p o i n t s o i j t t , r j t o s r : 9*! f t r e d t - . " ' " G s ' . r t « , 

S e o o n n s i a i » 0 n c o « C;n f o o t : ?5£ t lJiorourTh. . I ' l s t o o n L e a d e r * , &nrt S t a f f 
f^«3r^eertjB d l s c i o u n t e d -̂nĉ  f o r w f t i ' d i ! ^ ' ' ' ^ ^ ;? 'hf ^''f'stry., 

i l , S e c u r l t : ^ * 
( i j ' - d i S i t i t j n e l X n f c ^ n t r y WJ:̂ 3 - r c f i l r r iw i c l fti-ch d e n t r o y t ^ r f o r c l o s e - I n 

p r o t e c t i o n * "•h^^ae r*lf4#?;«»|n l l s m i l d n o t C r l y e t e r y r m s n d t h e a e s t r o y -
e r , b u t b " dt -ploye<* Bl i »r| i t ly f o r v / ^ r d n«d t p th i s r e c r o n b o t h a i d e ; 
o f t h e t t r f ' o t , • xt< I f p»,j3!*Jbl,!^,! i n u b p « r a t o r l s s o f c;loa@ b u l l d w 
I n j ^ * 

( 2 ) I t n«cesRrr*y f o r t ^ t i ' f t D ^ m n r e m - ' i n I n e a c h T f t t K 
. ! * e f l t r o y e r r - l l n i g h t silnr's* - l l . # P ' i ! j rr '^ ; ' '^ lncd ' I n VCUK^ T h i s Csuge^. 

p e r p o t u n l f • t l ' ?r>e I n t - j e •-•-'ij^ q j r e w e , ^act^ty . o f p o w d e i ^ d o o f f e o :, 
l a e b i g h e l p I n e o K j b g t l t s ^ « h ^ » 

^ , I ' r o t r a c t l o r : 
( 1 ) T h e a f - " * - 1 ' e - f o - t h c r ^ t f 1P w l t h l r t h e . ' i - l C . : * : o r t j . r h l t i 

o n - ' ' - I C ' s • "x*. If lon;*83 3 > F U s a ^ c f-u I t l ^ s . 
( 2 ) A w3 r s f " " ^^ ' »vnrk -^Vf^r t r ' r * - t 9 l h r l f a ico«p d r t b r l ? f r ^ - a j f ' r u l i n g 

t u r r e t . ' , V p - t j v ' ^ t e d r r ^ n e d j e s f^^'^r b* I r T l obb '5 ' ' I n t o t ' " t u r r e ' 
( 3 ) ^:^hrrp ? 1 !*«««f I r e t o r s ^ M T - v l a f ' " ' b y 3 r . J n t e n - r c - " , aaver ' c ' n t l a i i 

r a d i a t o r s - * ' r ' " r b t l r . ' ? »»li'.''l«id b^ c l o c * s o r t ' - r b u r s t a , 

j | , i l t h , 0 ' ! T h }- .3C B • •̂'t c ' r r t ' - ' w c * e<^ve:' i o - r o t o c * ' l : . B t I r - b u r a t * 
;;-r>d a i r e c t h i t s w"-'l<5 '-̂ e 0*" v l u e , t h « a-̂  o f e s c n-g froa? o p « n t u r r e t 
" o e t r c y o r , fis w e l l oa f'^c 1noro^jK-"d v l i l f e f f i t l t ^ ' , w < , r r - ' r t a t h e c - ^ r , t l n u e r t -ise 6 f 
t h e o p e n t u r r e t . 

F o r t h e CotD 'Sf f rd l i : " O f f i c e r J 

. , \^ KARL F . -

;f.' E x e c u t i v e i J f f l C e r 



• XO K&rch 1 9 4 & ^ ; ^ t ^ 

£UBJ"fA;f J BattJ.© Experiencee &nd R e c o m e n d a t i o & s , 

"TO « TcJik Bestroyer Officer. Flret US /joajr, /PO 2&0^ US i.iiay, 
(1 copy to VII Corps ATO) 

i , BfittV© Experiences: 

E a a a y Pie cognition, IXirirj^ tiie iiutgeribech fight^ o n o Tank liestroye 

craw that t c c o u n t e d for eeven (7) enesj"- t«.nkB^ rsoognized thea end fired on 

theQ Blapiy by their enorrfions aize« AB the car coaiseiider put i t -* "Kell^ noi W 

d o n U bviid Uiea that big* H r e l " 

b . During particularly heavy engages en ts , the be ttalion Medical, 

Dettcbisent jaaterially &ided the v a r i o U B regiiBental aid stations, 

_c. Socks c&n b e picked vp daily, boiled out dtily in e'kitchen isater 
besting i«5rtj end returned dzy to ths m e n deilj'-* JCLl that is n e c e B e e i y ie to 
h&vo four (4) pslre of eocke per nan to start tî ie rotation* 

Stsr eliell fuse cut to 800 yerde hss been ueed ae en iUitiiiifetinei 

agent, Si&r ghell Ig eleo effective in burnir® down hcj'et&cks* 

A'town Kes tsken rapidly end successfully by ridirg inftintry o n 

T«jik DeetroyerSi Groups of foixr (4) sen had b e e n previously assigned houses, 

Sie Tank Destroyers went in ehootirg. The infantiy ^uapod off as they p&sei^d 

tiieir e B S i g n o d houses e n d repldly cleared the town* 

. Eecssaaendationsj 

: • The SCR SQO giiould b e iejsued on tiie baei»5 of two (2) per piBtoon 
for Teak Destroyer oorapenies end Eeconiieiss&nce Corapeit', This u n i t h&s used 
both toe SCR 526 arid SCR £00 and find the SCR SQO fer superior in perforaimce. 
I M s readio peraiite the platoon leader to keep in touch K i t h the Infantiy 
CoapEi^ Coaaander and the vehicles of his pl&toon while s&king neceastjfy die-
aovmted reconxiaipsaace, 

b , Infentry tralnii^ end Infcntry aras should b e etreseed for 
ReconnEise&nca Coapej:^, It ic found tliet a greet deal of reconn&issence work 
i 6 done dipraounted. EVen to tiie extent of t&kins over or relieving Ini'entry 
u n i t s , Therefore the weapons end treinlr^ should include Infantry t&cticjj. 

different 
toid uses 
be 

TnlBf 6o tlie mifxsy w i l l not recognise & <iifferent unit by trie uge of 

weapons, RsconiiElgstnce Ccaapej^ of tJiie oig&niafttion h&s tccUEUl&ted 

five (S) B/J'.s and M-1 rifles* It is receamended thet the &Omi morUiri 

issued one (1) per Reoonneieeence platoon. 

The perfect Ttrnk. Degtroysrt At tiie moaent it would tppear that 
the nediujs tsiii;, T 2 D , A S , ie tlie ideal I&nk Destroyer* Ihie ie hased on the 
following reasoningi 

V 
( 1 ) , the Infentr^" do not trust tiioir present enti-tank weaponj 

that isj the iiTaa gvya. 



^^cti-^ tx-i. Kttcoajiendetiorif;,(Cont'd) 

(;;)» In the jxct-iiult I t i e fo^ind th&t Tank De&trojrers &re often i n 

front of tut tc-nke cue to varioiis reasone*,. 

( 5 ) , O n n m e r o u e occ&6siom»y T«nk Destroyere ere ueed iii eseaviXt 
g\j» rclee, Tixis will continue v̂iien the o c c & s s i o u df^&axtdHi 

(4) , Therefore, ee long Tank r,estrt>yere vfiil b e used in tn enti-
t a n k , tank, aes&ult gun^' fend. Tank Deetroyer role^ i t ig my o p i n i o n that the best 
End Bs06t recent tenk sho'uld be used, 

(5) , It ie lay opiniaa that Tank Destroyer be.tt£lions should be an 
orgerie p a r t of the Infantry divisioiiis, 

d. A- task force h & B been f o m e d and t r i e d consleting of.First US 
Infantry Reoonneissance Troops, Eeeormaiss&nce Coap&ny of 6o4th TD'B&ttfiliojJ, 
A8Se,ult Gun Fie.toon of 745th Tank Battelloa, Mortar Platoon o f 745tli Xfink 
Eettfilion, end a Light Tank CmpaEQ-- of t h e 745tii Tank Eattalioc ( Coeapar^- ^T)")* 
Tnia was a light, aoblle, versatile force «ith plenty of f i r e power. In aiiBsione 
lasting two (2) to four (4) dsy&s i t >fae tdghlj'- seliefactory. On E i g a i o m j o f 
loiter duration, one (1) to two (2) weeks^, it was found tiuit euppXy axid 
adiSjinlstrativQ difficulties d e v e l o p ^ , ceueed m a i n l y by l&ck of T/O ana 1/E 
and was felt isa O ^ ^ u n i c a t l o n s , Supply, a n d Officer & M enlisted p e r K o n n e l 
properi^'^ m a n tlie C?« 

Jl* M o t o r Maintenance; IncIos«»d co p y of d a i l y a o t o r m a i n t e n a n c e report, 
Kote that ZitviEioa Ordnance Officer r e c e i v e s a. co p y and i s occaBEione.llj' e&L'fjc. 
to help on a particular probltaj, ^ 

( 1 ) , The Ji|-2Q has bean g e n a r e l l y h i g h l y unsatLsffectosy dua to (1) 
Iftck of eroes-coUBtry ebility* (2) the e a s e with which i t elides off the 
g h o u l d e r B of t h e ix>8de, (3) ttie ui^overried e n g i n e , causing iruEferous cl^itch azHl 
aotor f'ailurss o n steep grades,-,:- - • • • . . 

f , A liffidnous raditaa night-lightir^ devifco iaexied b y the iigineera, 
two (£) per arfaored vehicles, held in e gloved hand, have been f o u n d very 
effeotiva to guide M-iOs at night b y "Use of hand, sigiiels, 

A ©aowdowEl inspection puttiiK c e n on proper T / E B gets rid o f 
suaerouE s t o v e s , skiis, comforters, extra blankets, indiviuual eoisfort boxee^ 
and proap tly eases the^trenspprt&tlori probltsa. 

Lt* Col*, FA, 
Coadg 654th TD B a , 

(2) 
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