sovoduced at the Natidial Archives

T DECLASSIFIEY
Mtharlly _lzjf 0 {'

LEY ’_:L__l_ym. Dnla.ﬂj L

e e Gy e e e e e e Sea

. HELDQUARTERS =

THIRD UNITED ST/TES LRMY
Office of the Commanding Goneral
| | ’ APO 403
17 hpril 1944

AG 370,72 - TD (GIMCS)
SUBJECT: Tho‘ﬁmpioyment of Tank Déstroyer Unite,
T0O ¢ Soe Diétribution.

1. GEM.RIL.

The main purpose of tank destroyers is o knock out tanks, Sccondary
usages ineludo direet or indirectgfire‘tojreinforcn,artillgry firce; dostruce
tion of sntitank weapons, pill boxes, permanont docfensive works; and the support
of infentry in defensc of7boach-hﬁngsﬁdpdﬁ',igggqheadS. :
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THE EMPLOYMINT OF T.NK DISTROYERS jGLINST TANKS VILL BL GIVEN PRECE-
_DFNGE_OWER OTH R MISSIONS. HOSTILE TilTS MUST B KEPT ANLY TROM OUR_OUN_FORCES o

Both towed and self-propolled tank dostroyor bathselions will be in the Lrmy,
and, in mony cnses, in the snme Corpse The organization of the two units is
«imilisr, in that both have three gun companies of twelve guns cach. Tho SP
bnttalion has a reconnnissance company of throe reconnaissance platoons and &
‘oioncor platoon, —horcas the towed ‘battalion has two ruconnaissance platoons

in hoadquarters company and no pionecrd platoon. The main armament will be "
sither the throo-inch or 76 millimoterrhighivelocity gun. -

SP battalions will be.cquipped with.cither. the M-1Q or M~70 tank destroyers,
The silhouette of an M<10 is high, That of the M-70 is rclatively low. Pro-
“ection to crews is limited. Noither are tanks and cannot bBe used as; such. {
Y“ho towed gin, dravm by a half-traeck persodnel cerrior, has a dlow silhoucttc afd
can be moved into concealed positions with relative ense. It has the disadvan-
tagey howeyer, of not being able to shift positions quickly. : ‘

.2 LUK DSTROYFRS ATTLGHED 70 DIVISTONG [XD CORES.
TANK. DF ’ 1T '

. . T/NK DFSTROYER UNITS. LRE NOT .SEIF-KIPPORITNC,CONSEOUENTTY. THEY VILL.EE
FNPLOYED TN CLOSE. COOPFRATTON VITH OTHER fRMS. THE, FULL TTGE EMPLOYIINT: OF THEIR
HECONNALISS/NCE BLEMENTS .TO_SFEK INFOBMATION' OF HOSTILE T/NKS LND RECONNOITER
hﬁDUTES"TO’FIRING“POSITIONS TS BOSENTIAL TO THEIR SUCCESS. ’

T

(Y T LIRS A% S L ST PL I ey R S AN ' Lol e
tipns must be sclocted, and. pro-
will forwird with ‘the infan- .

ent forward will be made over
roconnoitered novored routes of AfproRch, FpPTCE L ply under cover of dorkness. -

$or e, 42

Fra v :" R " i K g S
pared for possidlc.use., . Tank Dosiroy

‘tpy:mustwhavchoxgellcnt‘goncealmgntﬁyf.heirﬁmqyc

e e beeyona VATL b rpldyod 6. dfant senis; - Tn most oages” thil
diotates ho -~Tovied gins , »due Lo thifr lTow silhouettes and ">

heir s in Capt “due o )

.. comparative oas~ of concenlment, hre more/suitable fur advance positions with _
the infantry thon sel®propoiled guns. Once in posifion tho must romain Telak
tively quiet until profitable.target sear, othirwisc thoy will drow hostile
firo; . The infautry, togardloss of h o to sac”vank dostr

hoy 1iko to sac tank destroycrs
around, 'do not wish to Have ‘thul osnd 10 irc

nporAEIvo Hhat A

~ the ‘unit which thoy ‘arc supporting,’!Te
to aid the infantry by intelligont ~
rocomnandations For thoi | S
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. L'l alsc,m plane and’ t"alned Wiliﬁ'gailoyw_;. =
contact to ‘be ralptazned Ihopped mesuages may: besused; T

Llalsnn offloer and reconnalssance unltg 1n front 11nes.

Llalson offlcer w1th artlllerv forWard observers. L

o . Information from front 11ne troops.

Informatxon from D1v1510n, COrpS, “and Army intelligence service.

,:_;.,mlq,h ,

Mhen the enemy emp;oys tu,‘s dn. mass, we must endeavor to employ tank‘
, J3s+roy°I 1n massﬂ If he'uses‘ﬁanks in small numbers, our dispositions mus b
‘ t ', .. Depth. gives. fleAlblllty anng;;lc

o Utlll.F the ‘enormous flre—power of tank destroyev battallons to reln—'
_"furcP artl'l] -y fires when such actlon dops not jeopardize their primary mis~-
sion oi‘ knocl’lng out tanks. : '

{

e When fank dpstrojers are echeloned in depth, the employwent cF at

. least a portlwn of them as artljlvry will ‘be habitual, Firing positisns musb

' ”hP SellveC"Ged v,xr h W'L__]_ 1n<’“ease and thlcken their dwpth w thout loss i flexi-
TLRS TﬂAY E‘" ORDERED

AITV "‘ﬂ‘l D ARTILLFRY IVIIS[J I’)L MUSL BL wJ(;H TH}T

L RILLASE.

'

f or’ ‘ibs s primary
S when emplojed

O'\TCE CON”ACT HAS BLTET G&TNED A PORTION OF THE TAI'K DESTPDYER. WIIL BE

PTTSHT“D VILLL FQ lFﬂ"A.'PD WITH TIE: ATTACKIITG INFAN RY. TO MLET AP.MORLD COUNTEPATTACK,
UTSTROY PILL BO}CES OR TIMPLACEPEI TS ”F R}'MAIIIDHR VJILL BL ECHLJ_,ONED I DEPLH
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Emplbymént,of1Tank‘Déstroyer Units (Cont'd)

; pAIR DTSTROYTRS. ATTACHED TO A DIVISTON MUST BE SO DISFOSED DURING AN
ATTACK TQ MEET TAIK COUNTLRATTACKS,  TO THIS EHD, RACH IWFANTRY REGIMINT GOM-: -
MITTED WILL BE SUPPORTED BY & TANK DESTRQOY R COMPANY, REINFORCED BY 4 RECON-
NATSSANCE. SECTTON OR PLATOON. THED BALANCE, OF THE BATTALION WILL BE IN_GINERAL

. SUPPORT.  COMPANITS VITLI, BI: EMPLOYED TN DEPTH, WITH 4T LLAST ONE PLATQON

. CLOSELY SUPPORTING THL ADVANED. TNF/NTRY BLEMDTS.  TANK DESTROYER RCOMNAIDe
SANCE, BLEMENTS WILL.ASSIOT THE FORVARD VMOVEMENT OF THE BATT/LION BY CONSTANTLY
STTRIG COVIRED ROUTES fND SUITABLR LOCALITIES I'OR FIRING POSITIONS. The de-
stroyars in general support will be kept echeloned well forward and occupy
temporary positions from which they can reinforce any threatened sector on the
Divieion front on short notice. Threse advance positions may well be anyshere
in front of-the forward elements'of‘the Division artillery to wikhin one thou-
‘sand yards of the advance elements of +he attacking troops. ' =

Tank de:'royers under Corps. control will be utilized on secondary mis-
sions when thore is not actual tank threat. While so employed they must occupy
. positions from whence they can move at cnce to meet an armored attack anywhexe
along the forps front or flanks, Therefore, provision will be made to echelon
thom forward as the attask progresses. - ‘ ‘

© “During the pursuit, the enemy mey use his' tanks purely for dafense or.
he mey employ them in a countorattack.  In eithor cese, tenk destroyers will
be with the lesding pursuit clements to knock out tenks or antitank weapons: .
‘and prevent delay of our advancing troops. '

7. DITTNSIVE ACLION.

. ‘The use of tank destroyers in dofense must not bo stereotyped. Dofense
in depth is desirable, howevor, if a beach-hecad or hridge-head is bueing defendedy
or MAneuy T Toom raétricted”inta‘given'Situation;?itwwill‘be ncesgsary to employ
all, or majority, of the tank dastroyers practically in the front linos with'
the infantrys 0 . L / o .

R In goneral, one gun company with onc rocennaissance. scction or platoon

- attached will support eachinfantry regimont. Tank destroyers in support .of -
in“antry rogiments in thu defense will be Intograted with tho artitank defonse

~of the Division. Their guns, whether towed or SP, must »e dug In and camou--

flaged, The roconnaissance e¢lempnts of the units so emploved will e engaged

i roconnaissance to locate banks along the front and flanks, gitcrnate and
supplementary positions, and routes thorcto. - ST T L

v ' The battalion, less those units supporting the infantry, will remain
‘under Division control to be uscd as a mohile rosorve. If practicable, thoy
may prrform turir secondary mission of reinforcing artill ry fires. 'hen used
as roserves thry should not be closor than.on.. thousand yards of tho front linos
ard in positions which permit rapid mov:mont to any portion of the Division
“front. S . oo R . ‘ o L

g, -SUMUARY. _
,  TAFK DFSTROYITS TO FULFTLL THLIR NISEION , VILL BE 80 TMPLOYRD THAT
CoTwy GN TING OF FOTICE T7RES BITORE THE HOSTILE Tel K5 DO DiMAGE TO OUR - . -
ATTACKING OR DIFTILLEG TROOPS. L e S

S “The humbor of tank dostroyorvbéttalionsjinJa*DiviSiOn, Corps, or Awmy
will influence their cmploymenit. - If thero are tank ‘destroyors under Corps or: -
_Army 'control, the Divisions ¢an well-afford to support ohch infantry rogimemt
in actiOnhwith‘agtahkydes%rbyqrdcdmpaﬁy;nghe;whdlc battalion, if neecéssaryy -
'may‘ba;wcll‘forwsrd“Wﬁthmonly“a.shall\r&shrVE;ffThéfﬁostilO«taﬁkﬁaﬁt&Ck;or.ﬂ s
‘countnrattack7will”bo”ﬁbt:by;ﬁfirSt,'thé'deétroyoréWWith‘the“régimehtsj second,.:
tho small rcsmrwc,‘third,“ﬁhefCorps regorve; and finslly, the Army roserveé. .

-3
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Tmplayment of Tenk Déstroy@rs Units (Cont'd) 17 hpril 1944

i
{

oI thorc are fow or.i o tank destroyurs in Gorpg or frmy rcserve, the ‘
declslon as to the amount of d*nth ‘in th’lr nmpIOVment must be dlctatod by the s

pﬂrtlculwr action. . o R

N L e

/ 'By'command:of31i(ht0nanﬂ'gfﬁorél*PATTON:f' ’

. /s/ R, W, Hartman .

At/ R. w. HERTHLN ,
Lt. Colsj Ae G, D.
Lsrt. 8dj. Gens

DISTRIBUTION: RN L ¥
S e e ; . ’ \
CGs Covps - 5
Divisiong 5

COs.Tank Groups 3
TD Groups 3
Th Battalwons 2

Seery to G neral utaff 25;

i

'noproducod hy Hq., 5th TD Group, 19 Jani 45

‘(

IC'TRIBUTTON : T
‘ o h\*i- ,
€5 - Ea TD Bn for .onc copy to all officers and-
assistant platoon commandor, operations and
into]ligonce sergeants and gun‘commandoré.

NOTE: - UND: TSCOR NG 4D C[PIT/‘LIZATIOIT m S,_“I\"[‘ﬂ CTS HAS BEEN M{DE IN THIS
REPRODUCT TON TO GIVE ADDIT"'OB'AL 'TIPHISTS TO THESL POINTS. ,

b
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Besic: Lir, Hg 614th TD Bn, Suby "Bettolion History®, 5 June

24 Ind,

u]fl 7
a Houston, Texas. 17 JUN 1944

T AT, Fort Sa

HEZ\J’JQJ,UART."L‘;L..S

THEU: Commending Officer,
Texa '

Hood,

wnding GfTicer, 614th Teni: ]

M;u, 5 Hovember 1979, states thet subnlited
rders, and other

13 ’
General and Special O

2, These documentzry references should

communicestilon,
gubmission,the history, which is & permanent record, should

be transcribed 13,.3;;011 bend neper,

y By commend of

Gaptam A. G. D
Asst. Adjutant Ganeral

1 Incl: njc

(In dup)

il

L
o



i - gproduced at the [Wational Archives

A e e s,

" DEGLASSIFE ILQ)

Aulhortty _,Zv?

CH

the &M'&k mm ) Mm
sluing, AWW Yy Srad
PEO ba ;“ﬂ;g' Mﬂﬂﬂaﬂ 1944, m :

n'tmt h« #.Maama 1) o 3 ﬁg 1%: m‘ b

- m umw m mw numtim Soosd Wy
. g & m
ggﬁ in o dued sapsoidy Sn that She same mﬂm m‘:&l‘gm
 perate tha firs dlrectton senter. Thoir knowledge of
sy of plothing wan proven by the effestivensss of the
) M&f%‘h% by sosrdinates amd altitude, In w21 geses
within 30 yedw in vange with ne defleotion sever,

mtaﬁ wau
, mb.* gmm luok af upm that again §o dus w 3




poroduced at the Nativial Avehives

TR e e

DECLASSIF N.n)

Aulhorlty :Zj ‘S’

0. __’_"__rwm nnm‘:ﬂ]. ).

5) axisl Presisies,

Taree axisl presisien nrm:m wore fived, fRwo by
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AESTRITIED
| HFATQUARTERS: SEVENIH ARNY . -
 AP3'758 Us. Army
CIRCULAR ) 2% Vovember 19LU
WIMBER 3L 3
Use of Morning Rpcortsmin Court~kart1;l Trials. . .o e e “i
I

Farriage of Military Personnel. w + « .y « « o o r = o b eie e eieen et e s
Battlefield Appointments. . . .+ o« o . o e e e i enene e e e erane W11
Hendling of Historical Tocuments in Seventh Army. « v oo o orvr e oonoaow oo 1V

I -~ UsE oF hDjJTLJ RETORES I COURTéﬁﬂRTIAL TRIALS

1. 3Since mornlnﬂ rehﬁru% are requwred to be, kent by the commsnding officer
of each unit (par 42, AR ;u5~UOO 1 May 1GHL) who is also custodian of the
revort (par 13, AR )UB h, 5 Aug 19LL), a morning report made up and signed by
a personnel adjutant in-an administrative center ig not admissible in evidence
because the antries are not based on personsl knowledge nor coes the personnel -
adjitant have the duty o know the facts. (Far 117 a, MCM, 1928, )

2. Hereafter, in cases where the morning rejort is prepared #nd signed by
a personnel adiutant, the second (yellow) copy, when received by tre unit
commander, will be checked for.accuracy and slzned (aven though already signod
by the personhnel adjutﬂnt) Thereafter sald cony, or an exiract thereof, may be
_‘used_ln any trial: by court-martizl as fully as if it hed been originally prepared
.and, signﬁd b/ the. unit .commancar. : P o Pt

IT - MA“LIAGJVOE MILITAEX P

Clrcular Tamhér 9, thls b"adqaertrrs, cs, prriaining

'Peroonnel is T°SCan\Q

11T - BAETLEFIELD;APPOIKTMEFTS, .

is neadoquarters, cs, which nlaces a
ts.per three (3) morbhs weriod mul+1 lied
my excess of Table of Wrﬁanlzuuvon oi

o 'J, -Circular 23, th
,r trlctlon of Lwent (20) ayrointmen
the numbpr of lewazoqs futhe. ar

2. Battle field aﬁpointﬂﬁnts will b“ accommlished without regard to vacancies.
. o '- ]

P,ABWI

v - ZALDZI"“ “?‘HISTDRICAL D“CUFTJT~ T SR

'ér+1 e8 UubWLSP a by this nnadaaarters
roscindsd and the following substi-

1. ll DTQVloua “ins]
relative to submissior
fated tb rofOﬂ.”L,_“w

=
Q

e

105, dqt 1
eqrté;?‘“mOUSA
' Op.rafions"

'after action

'uubjmct',“PandLlngg stor
fils AG 312.1 0o dlstor“ Laat
will be written end submitted b

Sta . i .
: - . A €0) -3 EIVUR IS
ABSTRTCT R D
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Cir #34, Eq Seventh Army,
28 Wov 4, cont'd. :

, " a. TBach corps, dlvws1on,' FlmPnt “battalion not forming part of. 2 .
régiMént and indebendent company', troop, ‘battery, or 81mllsrly organlzed@ Lt
will- submlt _through. chdnnrls its: r@uoptu after action in sufficient conirs thau
three' reach Headquarters Seventh Army,. (Attentlcn.rblstorlan) The original =
and. one copy will be erarded by this ﬂﬁedquartors tkrouah the Thegter hlstorian

to the War Dopartment

RN Pxnorts aftrr actlon w1ll bﬂ prgpar@d and Lorwardod so as to rrach
this Heg dquartﬂrs by the 20t1 of. ﬂach month for the procéding month. .

i

3. Commosition of Roports'aftmr‘Actiont'

a. Narrative Bﬂnort: hontnlv rnrorts w1ll congist of a runnln ,

‘fectual narrafiv:. account.of tha oprratlons ‘end ectivitics of the unit QI organi-

zetion for the period coversd, ineluding items. nprta nipg to its. pléns, crders,

:admlnlstratlon, and supply:™ ' Thass reports §hould be so written as’to'give‘a

- e Db L Re pdrts of :tafF Sections sccording to the wrovisions of ©

true, detBWlPd, hlstor1cal pleture of the period covered.

granb 10, Changn b, AR 3hR- 105 and FM 01~E, pach. genersl end special’ st
sectiogn: of corns.and.divisions will nlnu re a monthly renort of its activities.
Secflon'reLorts w1ll includa a summary of .activities, peculiar nloblemg en—- . -
countered dnd thm solutions thereom, ‘ o

e, QuowortlmF DchmentS' Unit and Staff journals . of anits down to'
ana.wnclua bétualiops W;ll ‘be- sibmitted ﬂccomxanlpa by their su _ortlngj

ttglinQquing:”3. Co SR T T

(D) PlEns mnd omders. o

CLA2Y liessages.
ge.

oy ‘G—é3CS¥2).and G—.'(S—j) Summaries.

L (B) Sibuation;mups and overlayé["> o R

- T6) Troos 1ist‘(1nclud1ng changes darlng the veriod).

Y
.

Te T (7)) Tsuch dasa of the ?3lToﬁiﬂg"cate@orieSyas is' compiled for

. . ’

- normal ar ST'”ial us
-. RETIN :9) .:Qa..sual;-'bri'esu- RIS

() Prisoners of War.
f‘: o (c) Roster of key Pérﬁonnel-
(e)
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- Cir #34, Pq Seventh Army, RESTRICTED
26 Yov L, cont'd. : '
B i
(f) 4ny ether records of historical interest as important
memnranda, decorations, citatiens, awards, photographs,
charts, drawings. '

Bveny effort should be made t0o enter in jourpels summsries of importsnt oral
or televhone conversations and orders.

U, Renorts after action sre source material from which the army and
theater reworts are compiled, also from which the definitive military history
of the war will be written, Attention is invited to the necessity of units
gubmitting comnlete and comprehensive reports in order that their operations

be properly evaluated and accredited. :

5. Because mich of the information included in reporths after action is
of a classified nature these documents will be strictly safe-guarded and
assigned apuropriate security classification in accordance with the provisions

of AR 380-5.
By Command of Lieutenant General PaTCH:

ARTHUR A. WEITE,
Brigadier General, GSC,
Chief of Staff.

@ i
W. G. CALDWELIL,
Colonel, AGD, %%
Adjutant General.

" [ st
B {
/

DISTRIBUTIOW: "BY
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SECRET
REF NO._1-12
.é.ﬁ.é.é‘é....l...
HEADIUARTERS SEVIETH ARMY Auth: 7t§5§rmy
AP0 758 US ARMY Init:
.Dete;. .Dec.%...
aG 370,.5-C 3 December 144

SUBJICT: Attachment Orders.
T0 : See Distribution.

1, Having arrived 7th Amy area and having reported to
the CG, 7th Army, the 614th TD Bn (Towed) is attached for
onerations to VI Corps effective O0DlA, 5 Decomber 1944,

a. Commanding Officer will report without deley to
the CG, VI Corps.

b, Movement of unit to VI Corps area will bs cooriin-
ated with Transportation Officer, 7th Arny.

2. Further assignment and attachment orders will be
issued upon recéipt of orders from higher he=danarters,

By connand of Lieutenant General PATCH:

é!/f‘(j(} CnLD‘&LL

Colonel, AGD.
Adjutant Genera..

DISTRIBUTION:

"Special"
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