
PtaZooi'^ Co. C, 609th Scu-Ji 'be^tAoifc^ SattclAon, i*iif ^u:^ik vxi^. Co^po-tat, SeA,lat 
^31116666. ftt the. pcAZ^lcuJicA, tAjiie o{ tlvii. evait C Co, ix^i. attc^ied to the 
10til fi^rjy.'ted 'b^uf-ii^n. 

tJiat ^e^ti-AJXi}. t-i^ uxs^ tip becoLt^ tlU^ tsKus. the {i^t ^c£^ period i^e had been 

, , ' tote, cX. nl/^ht. l^t daub'tecJz. on the IStJif ae i:ioued out o{ iScAtat^te ^tAjX lunaacAje X oj oiM, iiui^^iAxjn, fit tliA^ -tuiie (if& ouottook nieatbeA^ o{ t^ieJOI.iZ niAboLvme biU'LUon ttcveJJnc l^^ tlie <ic/;ie dotejc^tum and on foo-t. OhLi. i>xuie an lun'^ditat co-tmi^ C4. 
OLiA Ocnit 'be>itAotje/'^ u><-'te in tlve. •^oA. ijitfi ti^'jeCi. oj %oot ^otdicA^ on &LtheA, ^Ude. 
9t 'Mi/i. oboiu}i,ui tfia^L tA£xJi<ir. and ex^iMif^^ient needed ^a<iZ and i^i Ic^i^^ nur/heA/i. 

^ocxuiflicAe. 

could 'tee thcA. tlie. 101 ̂ it acA, ^ei-uiuijg. out patAcJLi^ 

1/t I'jc^ 'i,titL er>-tii/ -t^ tlie dcui wlien uje took a. OUA po^tlon^ cjuJ. tlicAc vjc^ 'ior.e. 
cjctijj-buj ^'tow tlie aie;ii.', in the fo^i/ii o{ aAtiiLeAL] and cx)/rjLcA .iAe^ IhuJcueA^ 

pcn.&tAcJUuL tlie outJUAta. o{ toiOt^u, QUA iic^tiotieA. 'UtA.j^lyiect 'tlieA^e bti f.iai:hi-u^. 
tlietv, and deatAoijcd botli. 9 tliA^h tlict the 9i^jfCi^tAi-i ccotiutcd oay-.t oj t':.e. Oaik 

Un tJxc rvirJit o{ tlie ISt/i tlve ejvet:u{ cAtLLteAii tet Loo^c UMJ:.':- tJ:e totzre^t and r.o^t. 

4et up in-a jAAJOcte daeXJUuv^ f*'c w iSr-t~>'^ zT u/AS A CA/~e 
On, tlie I:IO'U'UJ-I^ O{ the iQut, tvfzich tuAned Jut to be oeAij {'or^^^j ujitli p'tacytioaJJu] 
nSr'm^^i^i^ili^f i t uxzd. evident that the town tuaa, altito^t cdpteteLu de^AtAa ed bu 
tJie. cAt^H&tLf bcAAo^ lo'tvich hadi^lmtied- ait tJiAcugh the. rAcht, UlyU, izotu had Let 
up ojfUj. a»e cjoald hecA the- exJiaiJAt oj nmntj not <tcA aufoij, iiJelznea that tt»e 
tt>e/fce diie o^ a txi^&^ive OAHUOA, attack but couXd 4CG yiot'Un^ dite. to the j ' o ^ 

be/lo-tc I Of -tlieiii h>ccJ:^d ua. and r,\ade a diAejct hit on ou/t 'heAtAOijeA. OJvU. lUyited 
ouA fi^oAyitai'vt 3 ^ ueAf vj'io uta^ cU^ioii^^ir, at the tAj^je. 9t abio :joiu"xled e., CA, vielL 
OA. tliA ^cotiptt Chief end nuf ri^.l^tat'ut QunneA. Ohe be^iJytore ct&o buAo^t into 
'•fjjj-.icA and 9 /uzc£^'Oe^:' 6ti't/id. choiit tJie {'ac£. CJ:-^'- iiai'xlii.. 



Oiliey.: 'bcittot^e^ Of OLUt Co. cutJ. LUtlt^. oi -t'lc. lO-tli ///Kw-tCii, ufofcc aU. Ciiruic<"d -in 
bcttte- a.t tliui. 'icu:ie tAJiui cwid attJiourJz V tied rrxide. cu^j aaj -to tlu:. fi-ld 6-':etiort l^c. 
4£eiitcd tfTct -uie. ettaiuj r.-u/it haua dropped bccit to 'Uio^^^zl-e^ CA. tlieA£. -MUS. a tc:t-
lip i*% ilie, cJt'tcx:Ii. dating. uffilcJt OAdCft/A. ufc/ic ^tece^lucd/io fa'A. back t o IJodtorjie, 

Sij t!i<A, tli-.'.e. 9 004, u n c h t e to iUcUJ:.^ due. to lOomzda, 'lit c.ij - i ^ ^ 

Ol-ve I:'JOA£. <^6Mfi^*M muided utcAe iocjded i^ito ai::bulcj'ice4. but, uj^itli /Wvo, 9 oaa, 
Zoof.ied oit-^SHHjIJ^^ ^'Je ̂ ^Viexx^tcxl, in coLtHJt^ ̂ OA a t^ixte '.MtJioi.it. inteA-oi^ 
ence -tom-.tlie i^^jLj. J'nen the cotui-n stopped inou-uvi and 4ound4. of battte ooutd 
be rieoytd cJiBax^''' tit tJiiA. t-'Xie tJie dtioe^t o '̂ ou/t /VcZy 0/uickf LWACA, OAACAA. 
iiiA. SecArc*-it, b^':e. 'UzuJui. and headed CA04/^ coiuitA^i ot {uti .t-peed. 9 tJi.ii'Ji. 
4eootcJ, otIve/L oeJitcLe4. jjoiau d 9 Iznou t l i a t at tecAt pcAt o{ -t/ie ccin'xn VJGA. 
.taltcn .y'tiAoiccAA. oA r.xuuf ijecA.4. -Latent 9 loca ed OJ./ bection ChUi^ -in a U, /?, 
- •'04j>itct. He. 004, ciiionr^ tlie p^J.AOfjeAA. and d i e d o{ 0. B. Cont/tcxited itt PAAJ4OH. 
Cai:tp. 

.'iowcf e/t, cxii'ui Of ti4 .teacJied lSa4,togne 0fieA.e ttie 0010-ded u^^tc tcJiat t o a Cat'io-tlc 
C'liACii. 9 coit .tei.iei.heA. onL/ a ^ew •ii'icAdaiti, in tlie. Ch'^xJi, CA. 9 0CA, lude/c tlie 
'biihuii^cz Of i::o.ii3iiijie a^b;t,lnL4teAed btj tlie. ricdic4j i:i.j4t ov -i'zc tii:ie^ Vhe Nut'Ui. 
ccjiie. in Oi'd ^Iiaued and uaJicd tJ-ie. mounded 4evotaL tir-XA^ Pitco on CiAl^j'tcxi. 'daif 
tizoie. 4cx.ie nunA <uii'j^ C&to-i^, 
[ae::u! p-'xmed boabed t'ze -tou/n cJjso4t cor^tantlii, ^ttliourh tizaf did -.tot nalut. a 
dyr.edt on -tJu:. CluiAcli, tJieij d i d izit clo4£. cnoiu^.h to b-iovj out tlic i}iido~J<.. 
t icyuj Of t^ix:^ 0 >ut'dcd oote cut btj fZiji^ig. cZa4^ 9t afo^ uc^j co-Ld a<ite/- tJiiA. 

fxujpeize,'. 

y ytei:iei:'he't tlie dou; that ou/c 0011 niyc. OoAc^e rot tJiAonrh. iOe cotUxl 'lecA. -die Ci/jht-
e/i4. ottxicIi^iiK- ettexiii 'dor.hcAA. ancl it, tyca eviuient tl-^jot a r.ux-'/y^Piiu^ u a t t t e 0CA. Qoin^ 
on, -'-te<io>uc-:/ cU, ivfod. 0<'i^-t d'icl 4.'io.ttti{ c/ltcA, tiict r.udicAii^ end 4iii}p'tie<}, 0 
tUopped b'-i pc^tacJiutc^ j'tieAe. 4iupptic^ 0(yie bcAiif needed but'9.tJUi'£ 'i:o<^t 0elcor.-^ 
Of cJU, 0e^te. trie pcAcc-u'te/i. tIiei:i42toe4 0!iicJi 0eAC U4ect to coo&t 'tlic 0OiUKLd. lUe 
0cAe c'Z. ueAj.1 cotd btj tlii.4. taae^ 

duAinc. thl4. period mcAMeAA l^)t in^o^xj;ied oj OUA oonditAjon be/ an o^^ixu:^ 0110 

of tliiA. ofy.C£A. 9 do izot - t cce i i , b i i t 'tJiAaujah hui 0e ma o{ tlu: 4e:iou4ize4>i. o^ 
tJie. 4/Jj^jatL'jn at Ec^txiQiie. 

9n tlilA, C'uMch tlzc en-iCi-.-ij 0ouiided W4B/tc c^^o a i o e n ^{uge. ctul CX:A£^ 'JlicAe ivote. 
b'toticlut in cx3i'yi.tcnthf lu-itU, the^te oeA£. t-'jijcyd^j CA. r-'cnij (je^.x^Jt 0Qiuded CA, PnieAiccn. 
Ohe ye^xinA. 0eAe placed a t .tlie ret ad oi the bui-idirj^ 6 tJzecAjr.lvc-i- b u t <^ocAcJ^ 
tyhieA, a '^ijghi. liad -to be 4.topped 'Jicn an nr.ie^icat c-'-MiJlx'd to tl-AA. cectijon end 
tAted t o ccA/ui out tlie i:>i44.ian lie haul <it.cAted ecA'AeA^ 

O'le iiu^ldert tl^xit 9 AerieidieA cx)4t ciecA,Li -î i 0hen ijl 0CA. cnnonneed tlict ^encAcX 
Patton 4. VAoop4. had ctecAcxl a cO'ZAido.^ to -tlie town. 9t :JC4. 4tcted that eucAij 
wounded nxm wjuLd be ^ l u e n a 4lv}t of^ cxt^Juute befo-^ be izr. -tocxlcd into tJie. 
cr.JbuLcizeeA. Sonte o{ U4. had b e e n 'tefU4.'^2^. to ta/:,c tl:.e4£. 4Jtot4. in o^dcA to AxuiJLr' 
i,-^ i.'joAe ctea/ctij 0liat 0CA. g o i n ^ on, 

I'Je 0eAe Zocded 'Into arhuZanceA. and tcfuut to a 9ietd P.04.-:ital. 40K'jeio'JCAC itz SAxxizee, 
9 belteve, bnA/lng. -tJiiA. jjju/uteLj 9 could l-i&oA f-lgJitinjg. on b o t h 4tde4. -the ^ad 
and^ in 'tlviiu'itttg- i t ooe^ aftcAJXiAd^ i t iA, eoialent 'tJic^t >UA tAoop4. acAe. fi/^Ittn^ 
hcAd t o 'void an C4JCJC.)C Aoute, foA, tiie 0otuzded, 



Pcuje. 3 

9t <A qtiite. a coinalcLint that the 609th JcrJt 'i^e^tAoueA iSat '.ction end the 
101 ct fiiydjoa/tite •'Mv-Liio-.i tAcJ.H£.d at 'Jo^t iS'tcra.^ Ih-ptli Cc/to-Llita, cZ tJia, 'tjcuie 
tv::e, %£AA tii)o outiitA. ufote. jo-t f'toa f^lei-tduu Ihaeuc^, vjlven/De mZ in, 
tlie "t^i'J^e", foitgJil togetJie^t, 

Colbij /V. iiickciA. 



«xi .ai«ji . 

A l f r e d S o l d i e r ~ 
D e c o r a t e d F o r 
H e r o i c F e a t ' 

CpL CoJby N. RIcker Award­
ed Bronze Star Medal Foe, 
[>i>tingaishing Himself As 
Tank Destroyer Gunner 1 
Cpl. Colby N . Ricker, 609th 

Tank Destroyer Battalion, has 
been awarded the Bronze Star 
Medal by Major General W i l l i a m 
H . H . Morris, Jr., i n Belgium. 

The citation reads as follows: 
Cpl . Colby N . Ricker, Field A r - i , 
t i l l e ry , Cpmpany C, Tank De­
stroyer Battalion, Uni ted States 
A r m y . For heroic achievement 
in connection w i t h mi l i t a ry op­
erations against an enemy of the 
United States i n Belgium on De­
cember 20, 1944. 

"Cpl. Ricker distinguished 
himself as a tank destroyer gun­
ner dur ing an engagement w i t h 
the enemy in the town of No-
vi l l e , Belgium. When the enemy 
massed their tanks for an as­
sault against the town, Cpl. 
Ricker wi thout regard for his 
personal safety, sk i l fu l ly manned 
his weapon from the exposed 
gun position, effectively opposing 
the oncoming tanks. 

"His courageous efforts ma­
ter ia l ly contributed to the de­
struction of five of the enemy 
armored vehicles before the de­
stroyer itself was h i t , causing 
wounds to the in t rep id gunner. 
The exemplary courage and loy­
al devotion to duty displayed by 
Cpl . Ricker were inspiring to 
his comrades i n arms and are in 
keeping w i t h the high traditions 
of the m i l i t a r y forces of the 
United States." 

The 10th Armored Division's 
defense off Novi l le , five miles 
nor th of Bastogne, gained va l ­
uable t ime for the preparations 
of defenses which saved the jVitnl 
Be''<ium road center. 

Cpl . Ricker is the husband of 
Mrs. Natalie Ricker. who lives in 
Al f red . - ! ^ 

Bastogne—Its Ordeal and Ordeal of Relief 
A B i t o f l l e a v e n i n H e l l 
By Robert Richards 

United Press CorresiKMident 
BASTOG>fE, Dec. 31—How the 

American 80th Division made a 36-hour 
dash against time and, fighting under 
orders to hold out to the last, plugged 
a gap in the American lines in Luxemburg 
was told today. 

Resting at St. Avoki after fighting for 
the Saar, the diviswn was due to return 
to the Third Army front but, when the 
German offensive ijegan, the men were 
toaded into open trucks in the freezing 
night air aftM an order came through 
from L L Gen. George S. Patton to rush 
north and form a defensive line north 
of Luxemburg City. 

One regiment toaded at Bitchc and 
raced norui. where it seemed the Germans 
m i ^ t break through into Luxembourg/-

The regiment covered 150 miles over 
devious routes, with a biting wind blind­
ing them and tearing at their faces. B i t 
15 hours after the order was receivefl 
they were in position. 

Next morning, the division was ordere t 
to attack, but thb order was counter­
manded after the men bad marched si|t 
miles in the snow. 

They marched back again. The ord»rb 
were changed again, and they had . t< > 
retrace their steps. 

After 18 miles of footslogging, th ! 
men attacked at 6 A M on Dec. 22. • la 
the following 48 hours the divisio i 
covered 14 miles, battling in rocky^ 
ravines, without sleep, exposed day an 
night, and with only cold K-rations ' 
eat. 

At one point a U.S. regiment cam* 
upon an unsuspecting German infantr 
division. What happened then was "pur 
butchery," said a regiment officer. 

"We just stood at the road junctio 
and emptied our magazines into the mas 
of struggling men and horses," he saic 
"In the panic and chaos, we think th: 
two-thirds of the entire division wer; 
wiped out." 

By John Wilhelm 
Acuicr Corrcspondcni 

WITH THE BASTOGNE GAJUtl-
SON, Dec. 31—They had a Christmas 
tree in Bastogne, in a wounded-filled 
church where French nuns sang the hymns 
of the birth of the Prince of Peace while 
German bombers rained high expk>stveB-
on the town. 

That was part of the story of the 
bearded, tired troops who turned Bastogne 
into a stumbling bkxk in the enemy's pro­
posed march to Sedan. Hurdedly 
assembled and cut off completely for five 
days, never once did they waver in their 
determinatwn to hold Bastogne against 
the strongest attacks by panzers, infantry 
and planes. To a German surrender 
demand they said "Nuts" and fought on 
until the plains around the town were Kt 
with the flames of burning enemy armor. 

On the night of Dec. 26—one day after 
the black Christmas Day for the wounded 
in the chapel—Lt. Gen. George S. Patton 
sent a tank column roaring up from the 
south to reach the garrison whk:h was still 
stalling off the foe after ten days of lop­
sided fighting. 

During the days of terrifying shelling 
more and more wounded had collected in 
Bastognes gray stone church. When 
Christmas Day came the chapel was 
packed, litter touching litter. French 
nuns brought in a Christmas tree. 

Corporal Colby Nathan Ricer, of 
.\lfred. Me., one of the wounded, toU 
•roe: " I cannot say too much for the 
medicos, who did not have much surgical 
equipment. I think a ghder was toaded 
with medical supplies and sent i ^ to m 
over the heads of the Germans. 

"On Christmas Eve they were still 
shelling us. There was not much to eat, 
but nobody was hungry. Then .the 
Catholic sisters from the French ehurch 
came in and helped to wipe the muck and 
blood off the soldiers, and the next day 
—Christmas Day—they brought us a tree 
and sang some hymns. 

" I remember listening to them sing 
i,ittle Town of Bethlehem' and then the 
German bombers screamed over just 
500ft. ahead and one wounded man 
started crying, and the bombs fell, break­
ing the windows in our church. Christ! 
it was coW after that." ^ 
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AV/ARD O F B K - ' H Z B 3TAa HEDAL 

By direct ion of the President and under the provisions of Army Regulations 600-45, dated 22 oepteraber 19A3, as amended, and Circular IJuraber 6, Headquarters Third United States Aray, dated 26 April 19A4, • U»dal la «wapd»d toi 

Corporal OOIST X RICKER, 51I16666« nM*rtiXlMy, Goapftiqr C, •«Tayr 5«»tro7tr SafctstUsr., ffirltsd s t a t e s *T^. imrsiA s'^s'mmA in #«W*«MOP- : 
with a i l i t a i j optratiaa* againat m anaaor of th« Unitad Stataa in BSLSIISI on 20 
0 « ) f l B i b a r I9M* Cai^eral RIOQSI diatin^uiahM hlwalf at a tank (laati>«3r«» cunnar 
during an «tisa<«Mn% vltk tha anasgr ia tte towi «f JlpVZLLS, BBSfilOlf* HMm tba 
«n«agr maaad UMiJ> tinks fbr m aatault afaliiai tht loan, ODiporal RXBKtJii IdUi-
ottt r a g a r d for hia paraenal aafat/, rtrlT f^lty iiamaa tala mapoo ftwi 1 ^ JBi^aad 
gon position, affaativaljr opposliui tha meeting tanka* Rla aooragaona afjA t̂C 
•atariallor ecntribatad Vs tht daatruetloQ ot Arm of tha mm^ ftnaerad Tahl<daa 
bafora tha daatroyar lta«3Lf «aa hi t , eanaing wunda to tha Intrapld gnmar* Tha 
•xaa^lary oouraga and loyal davotian to daty diaplayad by Corporal ^PtSR vara 
inspiring to his O M r a d a a in anta and ara In kaaping with tha hi£h tradltlona of 
thi ailitaiy foraaa of tha Uhit«l Sutaa. Kntarad tha olUtazy •nTU» tram 
Maina. 

a f t h i D i n a Z O M OOMMAMSERi 

D I S T R I B U T I O N ; 

3 copies to individual concerned 


