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30 August 44 Battalion, held in Corps Reserve, participated in attack on
enenly in vicinity of TROYES, BRIENNE and DOLENCOURT. Unit was not committed
to action. A platoon of Company C, commanded by Ist Lt. ROBERT E. GRAHAM,
was sent to XII Corps to provide security for Corps Headquarters. Reconnais-
sance Company, made reconnaissance of prospective assembly area in vicinity
of BLACY.

31 August 44 Unit moved by motor convoy to vicinity of BLACY, France. Recon- .
naissance Company assigned mission of reconnoitering area bounded by HAROQUVILLE,
CHANTOURUPT, MONTIER-en-DER. Gun companies assigned mission of reconnoitering
areas of approach to VITRY from ST. DIZIER (Plan A), WASSEY {Plan B) and
MONTIER-en-DER {Plan C}, and also selecting gun positions.

1 September 44  One platoon Reconnaissance Company and one platoon Company A
sent out to guard bridge over MARNE River at VITRY LE FRANCOIS. Platoons
returned at approximately 1400 hours. At about 1500 hours B and Reconnaissance ;

Companies began attack to eliminate an estimated 70 Germans in a forest in the
CHAMP DE TIR DE MAILLY area. Two companies engaged in attack returned to
bivouac area at 2030. No casualties were sustained. No enemy were known to
have been killed and none were captured.

2 September 44  Battalion moved from vicinity of BLACY to bivouac area in
V1c1n1t¥ of VITRY EN PERTHOIS. Two sections of Reconnaissance Company are
?atro]TTng the CHAMP DE TIR DE MAILLY area for possible Germans reported in
orest.

3 September 44  Battalion remained in bivouac vicinity of VITRY EN PERTHQIS.
Red Cross visited unit and served doughnuts and coffee. No unusual incidents,

4 September 44

Battalion remained in bivouac vicinity of VITRY EN PERTHOIS.

b September 44  Battalion remained in bivouac vicinity of VITRY EN PERTHOIS.
A Total of 14 prisoners captured and evacuated, one by Company B and 13 by
Reconnaissance Company.

6 September 44  Battalion moved to new bivouac area vicinity of OEY.

/ September 44  Reconnaissance Company and A Company attached to 2nd Cavalry
Group and Teft present bivouac area about 1330. Company B attached to 4th

Armored Division but remained in present bivouac area. Remainder of Battalion
remained in bivouac vicinity of QLY.

R

8 September 44  Company B Teft Battalion bivouac area vicinity of OEY at 0800 -
to join 4th Armored Division. One platoon of Reconnaissance Company attached =
to Company B. Battalion, Jess Company B, one platoon of Reconnaissance Company,
and one platoon of Company C, attached to 2nd Cavalry Group, and moved from
vicinity of OEY to vicinity of GOVILLER.
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9 September 44  Company C, less one platoon, assigned mission of covering
and holding bridge across MADON River in vicinity of HAROUE. <Company A
assigned mission of covering and holding bridge across MADON River at
XIROCOURT. Reconnaissance Company, less one platoon, made reconnaissance
to the south and east around SOCOURT and BRALLEVILLE. Company C contacted
enemy vicinity of ROVILLE. Losses: two enlisted men killed, one enlisted
man wounded seriously, one % ton truck and M-18. Damage inflicted on
enemy: one battery of field artillery knocked out. Pvt. WINNEY of Recon-
naissance Company credited with destroying a machine gun nest with an M-1
rifle. Losses of Reconnaissance Company: one motorcycle. Reconnaissance
Company and Company C both subjected to frequent artillery shellings and
forced to withdraw.

10 September 44 Companies continued on missions assigned on 9 September
pending arrival of supporting units. Command Post moved at 1800 hours from
vicinity of GOVILLER to vicinity of CHAOUILLEY. Rear echelon remained in
vicinity of GOVILLER. Company B, plus second platoon of Reconnaissance
Company relieved from attachment to 4th Armored Division and returned to
bivouac area at about 2100 hours. Platoon of Company C, used as security
for XI1I Corps Headquarters since 30 August, relieved by 691st Tank Destroyer
Battalion and returned to bivouac area at about 1500. Company C and
Reconnaissance Company subjected to periodic artillery and mortar fire.
prisoner captured and evacuated by Reconnaissance Company.

One

11 September 44 Allied units passed through battalion area moving toward
MOSELLE River and this Battalion assigned mission of protecting south flank

of XII Corps generally along the east west Tine of MT. SION, XIROCOURT and
GRIPPORT as other units attempted to cross the MOSELLE River. The Battalion
was relfeved from attachment to 2nd Cavalry Group and reattached to 9th Tank
Destroyer Group effective at 0500. However, unit was to remain under control
of Corps and 2nd Cavalry Group until crossing of MOSELLE River is completed.

A Company, plus 1st platoon of Reconnaissance Company attached, was assigned
the east west sector between MT. SION and XIROCOURT to include the MADON River.
Company C, plus 3rd platoon Reconnaissance Company, was assigned the east west
sector between XIROCOURT and GRIPPORT. Company B, plus 2nd platoon Reconnais«
sance Company, held in reserve. Company A captured and evacuated one prisoner,
Battalion Commander received verbal recommendation from Colonel READ, C.0.,

2nd Cavalry Group, for work of this Battalion during the period 8 September 44
to 10 September 44, inclusive.

12 September 44 Battalion, less rear echelon and Company C, moved from vicinity
of CHAOQUILLEY across the MOSELLE River to VIRECOURT. Battalion is now with
leading elements of the bridgehead around BAYON.

13 September 44  Company A, plus one platoon Reconnaissance Company. assigned
mission of covering routes of approach and selecting gun positions in the
sector of FROVILLE, BREMONCOURT, DOMPTAIL and ST. WARD. Company B, plus one
platoon Reconnaissance Company, assigned same mission in the sector FROVILLE,
YILLACOURT and southwest to the MOSELLE River. French reported our Reconnais-
sance outposts as being first American troops in EINVALIX. Battalion Command
Post moved at about 2000 hours from vicinity of VIRECOURT to vicinity of
MEHONCOURT. Missions were assigned as follows: Company A plus one platoon

of Reconnaissance Company, to proceed to CHAMOIS and provide guard for supply
trains moving north and northeast.
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5 October 44 Company C made reconnaissance of possible gun positions in
80th Infantry Division sector and submitted overlay to this headguarters,
which was forwarded to 9th Tank Destroyer Group. Company B continued work
on motor maintenance. No other changes. ATl personnel were paid for the
month of September.

6 October 44  One platoon Reconnaissance Company ordered to make reconnais-
sance in vicinity of MONCEL SUR SEILLE at 0530. Company B alerted for possible:
movement to this area to meet a threatened tank attack. At 1000 hours, Company
B taken off the alert. Reconnaissance platoon returned to the area at about ?
1030. Tank attack did not develop. Movie "This Is The Life", shown in
CHAMPENOUX for B and Reconnaissance Company. Company B had one motorcycle
damaged in an accident. No one injured.

7 October 44 No change in tactical disposition of gun companies. Company C
is to support 80th Infantry Division in attack scheduled for tomorrow and has

mission of repelling armored counterattacks in 80th Infantry Division sector L
until new MLR is established. One M-18 was drawn as replacement and issued to
Company €. Red Cross visited Headquarters Company, B and Reconnaissance
Companies, serving doughnuts and coffee. Movie "This Is The Life” shown for
Headquarters Campany.

8 October 44 One section Reconnaissance Company alerted and sent to area
CHATEAU SALINS and MONCEL, with mission of road screen. Left assembly area
vicinity LANEUYELOTTE at Q755. Company C supported 80th Infantry Division in
attack. Knocked out one observation post, one truck captured 16 prisoners.,
Authority has been received, for this unit to reorganize under T/0 and T/E
dated 15 March 44. However, no action toward reorganization is to be taken
until so directed by higher headquarters.

9 October 44
to assembTy area vicinity LANEUVELOTTE. Company C supported 80th Infantry
Division in attack, knocking out one machine gun and number of buildings destroy
at NOMENY.

Company A relieved from attachment 2nd Cavalry Group and returned:
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10 October 44 Reconnaissance Company made reconnaissance of Plans A-6, A-7,
and B-6, and reports of Reconnaissance submitted to Battalion S3. A Company
worked on motor maintenance and small arms. Company C continued mission of
supporting 80th Infantry Division.

11 October 44  Company C continued on mission of supporting 80th Infantry
Division. One platoon B Company attached to 4th Armored Division to work with
2nd Cavalry Group. Platoon reported to 2nd Cavalry Group at 1110 hours. B
Company had one M-18 damaged by land mine. One M-18 drawn and issued to B
Company.

12 October 44
other changes.
of all enlisted personnel made by Battalion Surgeon.

Company C and one platoon Company B continued on missions. No:
Company C knocked out one observation post. Physical 1nspect10ﬁ
Movie shown for BattaTwon
13 October 44

Company B knocked out one MARK IV Tank. No other changes.
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' Command Post from 1500 to 1530 hours.

14 October 44  One platoon Reconnaissance Company, A Company, B Company,

less one platoon, moved into positions vicinity MAZERULLES and ERBEVILLER,
respectively, at about 1800 hours, prepared to meet a possible tank attack
from vicinity of CHATEAU-SALINS and CHAMBREY. Company C moved from front

lines to assembly position in vicinity of LANDREMONT.

15 October 44  Company A and Company B, less one platoon, received missions
of supporting field artillery umits in firing missions. Liaison made with
field artillery as to administrative and supply details and also selected
gun positions. No other changes.

16 October 44  Company A, working with 738th Field Artillery Battalion,
occupied firing positions vicinity of MAZERULLES. Company B, working with
273rd Field Artillery Battalion, occupied positions vicinity ATHIENVILLE.
Both companies registered on check points and were prepared to fire concen-
trations by 1700 hours. No other changes. Colonel BERRY visited Battalion

17 October 44 No Changes.
18 October 44 B Company knocked out one observation post. No other changes.
Eleven replacements and one casual received.

19 October 44 A and B Companies continued on missions, registering in on
base points, firing harrassing and interdictory fire vicinity CHATEAU-SALINS.
No other changes.

20 October 44 A and B companies continued on missions, Same type firing as
previous day. WNo other changes. Major General EDDY yisited Battalion Command
Post at 1530 hours, making presentations as follows: Silver Stars to Captain
WALTER D. HART, S/Sgt. OTHA H. SHANNON, Sgt. PHILIP BONELLI and Pvt. MAX
ROBOTNICK: the Bronze Star Medal to Sgt. JAMES WINNEY: and the Soldier's
Medal to Sgt. JAMES B. McCARTHY.

21 October 44 A and B Companies continued on missions, firing at same type
targets. No other changes.

22 October 44
out one anti-~tank gun, a

A and B Companies continued on missions. Company: A knocked

and battery (4) of enemy guns.
23 October 44 A and B Companies continued on missions. Message of commendation
received from Corps and Group Commanders.

24 October 44  No changes.

25 October 44 No changes in tactical dispositions or missions. Tentative

plans made to withdraw C Company on 26 October 44 to assembly area vicinity
of LANEUVELOTTE.

26 October 44

C Company moved from vicinity of LANDREMONT to vicinity of
LANEUVELOTTE.

Battalion made plans to move to vicinity of ANTHIENVILLE,
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19 November 44
gun and captured three prisoners.
2300 yards. Results ineffective.
at 1600 hours.

Company A knocked out two observation posts, one anti-tank
Company B fired at two tanks at range of
Brigadier General ERNST visited Command Post

20 November 44 No changes. A1l companies continued supporting advancing

infantry elements.

21 November 44  Company B relieved from attachment to 101st Infantry Regiment
and attached to 328th Infantry Regiment.
Command Post to MARIMONT, France.

22 November 44 Battalion Command Post, Reconnaissance Company, less one p]atoon,
and one platoon Company A, moved from OBRECK, France to MARIMONT, France. One

PreTiminary plans made to move Batta11om

platoon Company A re11eved from attachment to 2nd Cavalry Group and reverted to
Battalion control.

23 November 44 No changes. Tentative plans made to assemble Battalion under
control of 9th Tank Destroyer Group upon release from attachment to 26th
Infantry,

24 November 44  No changes.

25 November 44  Battalion Command Post plus Reconnaissance Company, less two
platoons, moved from MARIMONT, France to ZURBELING, France. Company C relieved

from attachment to 101st Infantry Regiment and reverted to Battalion control.
Company A Tess one platoon, attached to 104th Infantry Regiment.

26 November 24 Company A knocked out one anti-tank gun, one observation post,
two machine guns and one half track, captured one prisoner and kiTled three
personnel. Company C moved to LIDREZING, France.

27 November 44
NANCY, France.
to 2nd Cavalry Group.

Company C attached to 6th Cavalry Group and moyed to vicinity of
Company B, plus one platoon of Reconnaissance Company, attached
Remainder of Battalion attached to 9th Tank Destroyer Groun

R

23 November 44  Battalion Command Post plus Reconnaissance Company, iess one
platoon, moved from ZARBELLING, France to PRANCALTROFF, France. Company A
moved to YIRMING, France. Instructiens received from 9th Tank Destroyer Group
to make reconnaissance of areas to the north northeast, and northwest of
FRANCALTROFF, France for possible Tank Destroyer defensive positions.

29 November 44  Reconnaissance made of gun positions for defense of Corps
Sector and plans submitted to 9th Tank Destroyer Group.

30 November 44 Battalion, less Company C, Combany B, and one platoon of
Reconnaissance Company, relieved from attachment to 9th Tank Destroyer Group
and attached to 26th Infantry Division.
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1 December 44 Battalion Command Post and Reconnaissance Company, less one
platoon, moved from FRANCALTROFF, France to LOHR, France. Company A plus one
platoon Reconnaissance Company attached to 10lst Infantry Regiment and moved
to vicinity of BURBACH, France. Company A, plus one platoon Reconnaissance _
Company, relieved from attachment to 2nd Cavairy Group and reverted to Battalion
control. ATl troops paid for month of November, 1944, f

b2

? December 44  Company B attached to 104th Infantry Regiment.
rest of the Battalion.

Ho changes in

3 December 44  Company A Tost one M-18, and knocked out two mortars and one
observation post. One platoon of Company B attached to 328th Infantry Regiment,
26th Infantry Division.

4 December 44 No changes. Company A and B continued to support 101st, 104th,
and 328th Infantry Regiments.

5 December 44  Companies A and B continued to support Infantry Regiments.
Captain THARP visited Company C, now attached to 6th Cavalry Group, and working
on right flank of XX Corps. Company C has knocked out two mortars and two
observation posts. Company A lost an M-18 to a mine.

6 December 44 Battalion Command Post, Reconnaissance Company, moved from LOHR,
France to VIOLIENEUVE, France. The 3rd platoon of Reconnaissance Company
relieved and 2nd platoon Reconnaissance Company in attachment to Company B.
Company B killed one sniper. Company A Tost one M-18 by mine.

7 December 44  Company A relieved from attachment to 10Ist Infantry Regiment
and attached to 328th Infantry Regiment. One platoon Company B relieved from
attachment 328th Infantry Regiment and attached to 104th Infantry Regiment.
Reconnaissance Company lost % ton truck. Company B neutralized one pillbox.
Battalion less Company C, attached to 9th Tank Destroyer Group and Group
attached to 26th Infantry Division. No changes made in tactical disposition
of Companies A and B.

8 December 44  Company A and B continued to support attacking Infantry Regi-
ments. Company B fired at pillboxes and knocked out two, V1c1n1ty of ACHEN;
France, Rear echelon moved from OBRECK, France to ALTWILLER France.

9 December 44  One section,Company A attached to Divisjon Headquarters to
guard Divisionm Command Post. One platoon Company B attached to 26th Cavalry
Reconnaissance Troops. Remainder of Companies A and B continued in direct
support of advancing infantry.

10 December 44
France, Companies A and B each knocked out one tank.
by 88mm gun at estimated range of 5000 yards.

Companies A and B engaged in tank battle north east of ACHEN,
Company B lost one M- 18

11 December 44  Company B, Tess one platoon attached to 26th Reconnaissance
Troop, relieved from attachment to 104th Infantry Regiment and supporting 346th
Infantry Regiment of 87th Infantry Diyision. Company B neutralized one pillbox
and knocked out one tank and damaged one tank.

12 December 44 No changes. Companies A and B continued to support advance of
anfantry Compan1es A and B fired at tanks at ranges of about 3000 yards and
hits were scored, but not effective.

13 December 44
of Infantry Regiments.
to KALHAUSEN, France.

Company A knocked out two tanks. Company B continued in support
Battalion Command Post moved from YILLENEUVE, France












12 March 45 Battalion {less Companies B and C) left vicinity of BLEIALF at
0600 hours and arrived vicinity of DUDELDORF at 1000. Total distance traveled,
45 miles. Battalion Command Post and Headquarters located in GINDORF, Recon-
najssance at PICKLISSEIM, Company A at ORDORF. Companies B and C left their
areas vicinity of KELBERG and closed in DUDELDORF at 1400. Battalion attached
to 89th Infantry Division upon arrival. Company A is to be attached to 353rd
Infantry Regiment, Company B to 354th Infantry Regiment.

13 March 45  Company A moved with Regiment to BAD BERTRICH, 1st and 2nd Recon-
naissance platoons went with Company A and B respectively. The rest of the
Battalion moved to IMMERATH. Companies in the Tine met Jittle resistance.
WHITMAN and four enlisted men went on pass to PARIS.

Lt.

14 March 45 No change in dispositions.

15 March 45 Battalion (less Company C) attached to 353rd Infantry Regiment;
Company € attached to 354th Infantry Regiment. Plans made for crossing MOSELLE
River. Main effort to be made by 353rd Infantry Regiment. Headquarters Comnany
moved to DRIESCH.

Also Reconnaissance
Company A, with 1st
Company B, with 2nd

16 March 45 Battalion Command Post moved to BUEREN.
Command Post, with Pioneer platoon, moved to BUEREN.
platoon Reconnaissance. Company, crossed MOSELLE to MERL.

platoon Reconnaissance, crossed MOSELLE to NEEF, and captured six prisoners. .

Company C, with 3rd platoon Reconnaissance Company, was attached to 355th Infantry
Regiment, nrepared to move with 11th Armored Divison through zone of 89th '
Infantry Division.

17 March 45 Battalion Command Post moved to MERL. Company A moved out to
the east, with 353rd, to MORITZHEIM. Battalion, less Companies A and C, was
attached to 354th Infantry Regiment. Company C with 355th Infantry Regiment
followed 11th Armored Divison to attack to the east.
18 March 45 ) RA )
PANZWEILER (L6958), Company B, to GOSENROTH. (L7043), Company C, to KERCHBURG
(L7649). Resistance was negligible, weather was clear, roads were good, and
pregress was excellent.

19 March 45 Battalion, less Company C, attached to Division again with mission
of protecting Division and Corps right %]ankﬂ Headquarters Company meved to
RAVERSBUEREN. Reconnaissance and Battalion moved to BUCHENBUREN (L6747), Company
A to IMMENACH (L6147), Company B stayed in GOSENROTH; Commany C moved to KIRN (L8
Total prisoners taken - 42. Comnaru A took the two towns of BUEREN and IMMENACH.
Pioneer platoon reduced two road blocks. At 2100 hours, Battalion received
additional mission of protecting flank after crossing NAHE River,

20 March 45  Company B, with 2nd nlatoon Reconnaissance Platoon and Pioneer
Platoon moved out at 0730 and by 1030 had crossed the river at FISCHBACH.,
Lompany A, with 1st and 3rd Reconnaissance platoons, moved out along a northern
roote parallel to Company B, Battalion, less Company C, by nightfall was in
vicinity of MITTELREIDENBACH (WL7925). By 0800, Company C had crossed river at
KIRN and by nightfall had-reached LAUTERSHEIN (WM2610). This particular day proy
to be the most successful in the history of the Battalion. Mo complete reports
on Company C could be obtained but their progress carried them almost to the RHIN
i Company C took over 200 prisoners, Company B over 400 prisoners. The two -
companies cleared a half-dozen towns on the Division flank and made contact with
the 16th Cavalry Sauadron from the XX Corps; near FISCHBACH on the NAHE River.
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Battalion Command Post meved to RAVERSBUEREN (L6351}, Company A.to

20 March 45 (Cont'd) The Battalion suffered no casualties. Company B knocked
out or overran one tank, four artillery pieces, four mortars, and 13 anti-tank
guns.

21 March 45  Company C moved on to HORCHHEIN (WM4212), was detached from 355th
Infantry Regiment, and assembled in place. Companies A and B took six more
small towns in the area, but did not change their command posts. There were 133
more prisoners taken by Companies A, B and Reconnaissance, including seven
officers. Headquarters Company moved from RAVERSBUREN to OBEREIDENBACH (WM8023)
Company B captured three anti-tank guns and one mortar, Company C took 389
prisoners.

22 March 45 Companies performed maintenance and remained in place.

23 March 45 No change.
24 March 45  Battalion Command Post moved to BELTHEIM (L8067} and Companies A,
B, and C, along with Reconnaissance, assembled in the same vicinity.

25 March 45  Company A attached to Task Force INGELL. Companies B and C attached
to Task Force JOHNSON, prepared to exploit bridgehead across RHINE to be made at
260200.

26 March 45  Diyision crossings were successful but no bridge was put in. Both
task forces went up through. the 87th Infantry Division Area and crossed the

RHINE at BOPPARD. They then cut south in rear of the 89th Division bridgehead and
eased the pressure sufficiently that a bridge could be started. Task Force
JOHNSON then Headed east and went approximately 10 kilemeters to STRUTH., Task
Ferce INGELL ran into seme epposition and rugged terrain and remained in the
vicinity of KAUB.

27 March 45  Task Force JOHNSON moyed to KEMEL, another 10 kilometers east,
against only scattered resistance, Task Force INGELL was unable to advance
beyond PRESBERG, sgme 8 kilometers east of the river. Captain HART was wounded
and evacuated. Lt. BARTHOLD took over command of Company B, Company A killed
14 enemy enlisted men and one officer on a river boat and knocked out four flak
guns.

28 March 45  Battalion Command Post, Reconnaissance Command Post, and Headquarters
Comnany crossed RHINE and moved to DORSCHEID, B and C Companies, with Task Force
Johnson advanced to BAD SCHWALBACH, some 25kiiometers east of the RHINE. Company
A did not advance, Company C got one self~propelled MARK IV Tank. Company B

9ot 5 flak guns; 11 trucks, four trailers, and took 107 enlisted prisoners and
eight officer Priseners, including two Colonels. At 2000 hours, the two task
forces, haying completed their missions, were disbanded, A Comp9ny-was attached

to the 355th Infantry Regiment, B to the 354th Infantry- Regiment, and Company. C

to the 353rd Infantry Regiment for the next day's operations.

29 March 45 Companies worked with their respective regiments in cleaning up
the remaining pockets in the zone. Company C got six flak guns. Small groups of
Prisoners continued to surrender without a fight,

30 March 45 Battalion Command Post
moved to KEMEL (M2074), Captain HART
Continued satisfactorily.

Headquarters and Reconnaissance Companies,
returned to duty. Mopping up operations
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Company B manned road blocks in 354th Infantry Regiment sector, but
A1l companies performed maintenance.

31 March 45
the area was quiet.

1 April 45 Linue - 5 . :
A film was obtained from Division Special Service Officer and was shown in KEMEL

for Headquarters, Reconnaissance and C Companies.

2 April 45 During the day the companies continued maintenance. At dark, Company
A, with the 353rd Regiment and Company C with the 355th Infantry Regiment, moved
out to concentration area wicinity of HERSFELD (H3955), road distance about 130
miles.

3 April 45  Company B with the 354th Regiment, moyed up to concentration area.
Division began relief of 90th and 65th Division elements. Battalion Command Post
Reconnaissance, and Headquarters Companies, also moved up to vicinity of HERSFELD.

4 April 45 Company-C, with 355th Regiment, moyed to GOTHA (J0965)
under operational control of the 4th Armored Division. Company B moved to
ARCHFELD (H6974), Company A moved to UNTERELLEN (H7066), Battalfon Command Post
moved to WOLFTERODE (H5971).

5 April 45  Headquarters Company and Reconnafssance Company moved to WOLFTERODE,
Captain GRAHAM, Lt. KING and 10 enlisted men left on 72 hour pass to PARIS. The
Division encountered unexpected resistance in EISENACH and no appreciable gains
were made. Company B took 10 prisoners; Reconnaissance Company took seven
prisoners. Company A took 86 priseners, knocked out pne truck and nine machine
guns. Company C toek 50 prisoners and knocked out one anti-tank qun.

6 April 45  Company- C with 355th Infantry Regiment were put back under control
of 89th Diyision, but ne substantial change in position occurred.

into and through EISENACH with the 353rd Regiment. Company‘B; with the 354th
Regiment, made goed progress on Division north flank, holding ground until

relieved by XX Corps elements.

7 April 45
to southeast.
Division order.

A1l division elements moved generally south to prepare for advance
Battalion Command Post did not meye; but was prepared to move on

8 April 45 Headquarters, Reconnaissance and Battalion Command Post moved to
WAHLWINKEL (J0159). A and B Companies moved with their respective Regiments to
general area of FRIEDRICHRODA. Company A over-ran and destroyed a MARK IV tank.
Company € continued to screen the front lines around OHRDRUF .

9 April 45 A11 elements of the Division continued mopping up in Zone and Dren
pared for resumption of the attack to the East.

10 April 45  Company- A, with 353rd Regiment, remained in Division Reserve,

C Company, with 355th Regiment. made excellent progress and occunied ARNSTADT
(J2653). B Company, with 354th Regiment, on Diyision right, met moderate resis~
tance and was seyeral kilometers back of the 355th Regiment 1ine. B Company.
Command Post in OHRDRUF (J1152}. B Company had one tank destroyer and one jeep
damaged by artillery. '
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Companies continued maintenance as Division remained in Corps Reserve,

and was placed

Company A moved ;
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11 April 45  C Company advanced as far as TONNDORF (J4460) against 1ight
ooposition. B Company moved up to MARLISHAUSEN (J3152). 354th Infantry Regi-
ment continued to meet the heavier opposition in its sector. Reconnaissance
and Battalion Command Post moved to HOLZHAUSEN (J2155). Captain ALDREDGE and
four enlisted men received seven day furloughs to RIVIERA. Task Force,Crater
was formed, made up of Company A of the 602nd Tank Destroyer Battalion, Company
A of the 707th Tank Battalion, a Battalion of Infantry and a company of the
314th Engineers. Battalien captured a total of 28 prisoners. Task Force
assembled about 2200 in the vicinity of REICHHEIM (J3859), prepared to advance
on Division order to seize bridges over the SALLE River.

12 April 45 C Company. with 355th Infantry Regiment, occupied BAD BERKA (J4961).
The 353rd Infantry Regiment (Tess one battalion) relieved the 354th Infantry
Regiment in its-sector. Company B was relieved from 354th Regiment and was
attached to the 353rd, Company A. attached to Task Force Crater, continued in
Division Reserve.

13 April 45 Task Force Crater was committed and by 0800, A Company was up to
the SAALE Riyer. Headquarters Company?'Reconnaissance; and Battalion Command
Post moved to GUTENDORF (J4464). Company C reached GUMPERDA (J6752). B Company
reached NECKERODA (d5352). No serious opposition encountered. MWcPEEK dies of
wounds -received in action same day. Battalion completed first month with 89th

Infantry Divisien and sustained only 10 battle casﬁaTtTesg including one killed.

14 April 45 Task Force Crater was dissolved, and A Company remained in place,

B Company adyanced to EICHENBERG (J6750), Company C moved up to TROBNITZ (J8156).
At 1700, a field order was ‘receiyed from Diyison, directing the commitment of

a1l three regiments., Companies reverted to normal attachments. A Company with
353rd on the right flank, E Company with the 354th in the center, and C Company
with the 355th on the 1e%t=

15 Aprid 45 Battalion Command Ppst and Reconnaissance Tompany moyed to GROSS«

BACKEDRA (J7656). Company-A stopped at TRIPTIS (J9145). B and C Companies both
located their Command Posts in MUNCHEN=BERNSDORF (49555}, which was near enough

to the «regimental boundaries te be utilized by both cempanies.

16 April 45 Battalion Command Post, Headquarters and ‘Reconnaissance Companies
moyed to KOFELN (KU353). The companies continued their advance against very
light -resistance, A Company to LANGEN (K0840), B Company to WEIDA (K04507,

C Company to LINDA (K1455). Pictore show was held for Headquarters and Recon-
naissance Companies.

17 April 45 C Company, with 355th Infantry Regiment, attacked ZWICKAU (K3646)
which had refused terms of surrender. Lt. KILBORN"“s Reconnaissance platoon wftﬁ
the aid of an escaped British prisener of war, made a bold dash through the
streets of the town. ATthough all avenues of approach were defended by German
riflemen’and bazooka teams, the platoon‘s speed enabled them to reach and secure

a yital bridge over the MULDE Biver, While the platoon was dismounted, trying

to cut demolition wires and secure the Bridge, they were subjected to rifle and
Machine gun fire. One man was wounded and Pfc. EARL STEVENS was killed. Stevens.
only three days earTier; had been awarded the Bronze Star Medal for his heroic
action in saying two of his wounded comrades shortly after the RHINE crossing. B.
Company also secured bridges across the MULDE River farther south in the zone of
the 354th Infantry Regiment. A Company, with the 353rd, adyanced to the Corps
Pestraining Tine in the south of Division's Sector.
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