














Questioning minds were soon put to rest. The 802nd was designated part of the
Army of Occupation. The battalion would remain in Germany. "Points" were frozen.
Personnel desiring release from the service would return to the states at some future
date. Because of its background, the 602nd had a high percentage of regular army
people, and they would continue to serve out their time and future assignments as the
army saw fit.

Meanwhile, as a prelude to V.E. Day, the leaders of England, the Soviet Union,
and the United States had made some geopolitical decisions at Potsdam and Yalta. The
s02nd was advised that it was in a part of Germany that was to be turned over to the
Russians (Soviet Union). During the summer of 1945, as part of the American troop’s
pull back in geographical increments, the 602nd moved to the west.

Officers of the 602nd were advised of the day the Russians were going to come in
and occupy the area we were in. One memory that stands out vividly was the "policing
of the area requirements.” Not a single item of U.S. Army property was to be left behind,
not a combat boot, a sack, a mess kit, a spoon--nothing! When we left each morning,
that area would be re-occupied before that day was over. After a few of these moves,
U.S. troops (the 6802nd) were west of the area to be occupied by the Russians. Intime,
that was the area which became East Germany.

U.S. servicemen had fought, been wounded, and died in the war troop move-
ments through this area. The author recalls what a bitter pill it was to him to be giving the
area up to the Russians as we moved out and they moved in. (The strong personal
opinion of the author should probably not be recorded here, because it is really not a
part of the history of the 602nd. However, he never did agree with the Potsdam/Yalta
decisions. He believed history will prove it was the basis of the turmoil in Europe from
1945 to 1990, the so-called "cold war.” Then looking at what happened in Eastern
Europe in 19839-1990, he believes one can conclude the idea was bankrupt from the very
start.)

After withdrawal to the west out of the territory which later became part of East
Germany, the 602 TD Bn. stopped for a period of time in the vicinity of Merkes, Germany.
While there, we were given a "guard" assignment worthy of commment. There were
underground salt mines in Merkes. During the war, gbld, art treasures looted from other
countries, and other items of value were stored in these mines by the Nazi hierarchy. In
our movement east through this area a few miles to the north, this was not known.
However, this fact finally came to light, and 602nd TD Bn. personnel were called upon to
guard the removal of these items as they were being recovered by Allied Higher
Headquarters. '

In the Pacific on August 10, 1945, the Japanese government asked clarification of
unconditional surrender terms. On August 14, 1945, the United States and their allies
received a message from Japan accepting surrender. On September 12, 1945, aboard
the battleship Missouri, the Allies and Japan signed the surrender agreement--V.J. Day.
Three years, eight months and twenty-two days after Japan bombed Pear! Harbor,
World War Il ended.

Just about that time, the status of the men of the 802nd changed. Men with high
points were beginning to be transferred to other units getting ready to ship back to the
United States. By October, a large percentage were on their way back home pending
discharge, if that is what they desired. Those wishing to remain in the service were
reassigned accordingly. The 602nd Tank Destroyer Battalion was disbanded in
November 1945.

Figure 10. Larry Otis and Crew in Action Vicinity Sarre Union, France, 1944,
Post-V.E. Day--May 10, 1945 to November 1945

News of the German surrender was received with mixed emotions. At last, our
guns were silent after having done their job.

Figure 11. M-18s Resting After a Job Well Done.

For the few weeks prior to May 8th, V.E. Day, it was cbvious the war was about to end.
Two thoughts came to mind: (1) The war was still on in the Pacific. Would the men of
the 602nd become a part of the continuing conflict there? (2) Would the 802nd as a
battalion be shipped out to who knows where? The Army came out with a point system
for length of service, time overseas, and campaigns participated in. The 602nd T.D. Bn.
was made up mostly of "high point personnel.” Would the high point men, if they so
desired, be returned to the states?

Today

At the present time, men of the 602nd Tank Destroyer Battalion have a very active
Association known as the "602nd Tank Destroyer Battalion Association, Inc. A news-
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Day, a list of men in Company A was made showing what medals and awards had been
presented. Additional recipients were: Bronze Star (Three Clusters)--S/Sgt Haroid T.
Haynes, and Bronze Star Medals to Benny H. Erwin, Lorne P. Beaudoin, Thomas G.
Connor, and Willie L. Deering.

In the June 1985 issue of Panther Tracks, a letter to Jack Coulston from Ivan
Curry reads as follows: "Marvin Moore, one of our real heroes, showed up at the 1980
reunion and recounted the time his T.D. was blown to Hell by a German mine. It broke
his arm and there were other damages. Alired R. Downey lost both his legs and Freddie
Phillips was killed. One of our worst tragedies. Tip your hat to Marvin--he still got them
out of the wrecked T.D. before going into shock." How many other events are there of
similar heroic acts that never were recorded and for which no medals were given?

Purple Hearts--

There is no day-to-day record in either the Battalion or Company A’s unit journal

of men awarded the Purple Heart. However, Jack Coulston had procured from various
military archives copies of hundreds of pages of records, and he was sorting out this
information in his files. During the 1987/88 year, he began to record in Panther Tracks
the names of persons found to have been awarded Purple Hearts.

A listing of these names from Panther Tracks, April 1987, December 1987, and

May/June 1988 plus information from the Battalion and Company A unit journals is
shown in Appendix VII. In the writer's opinion, had other companies maintained a unit
journal in the manner of Company A, a more complete list of men awarded Purple Hearts -
could be obtained over and above the 129 listed in Appendix VII. It seems reasonable '

that the total would likely have approximated the 145-150 range for the Battalion.

Legion of Merit

PETER J. KOPCSAK was awarded the Legion of Merit, "For exceptionally meritorious

conduct in the performance of outstanding services from 15 March 1945 to 15 -
May 1946. As Chief of the Personal Affairs Branch and later as Assistant Chief of

the Miscellaneous Division, G-1 Section, Colonel Kopcsak was largely responsible
for the establishment of the Personal Affairs Program of Army Ground Forces.
Without precedent or past experience to guide him, he organized and adminis-
tered this program in all its aspects to include all the personal affairs of hospi-
talized officers and enlisted men in Army hospitals. His tact, persistence, and
skill--displayed at all times--contributed to the sympathetic solution of the
problems of over 250,000 hospitalized Army Ground Forces patients who, by

having the information and entittements due them, were enabled to better combat

the mental depression resultant from their wounds and thereby shorten their

hospitalization period. Colonel Kopcsak's work was an outstanding contribution -

to the military program of the United States."

Other Qutstanding Recognition

JULIUS ORSAK, 602nd T.D. Bn. 1841-1945, was "regular Army" and he remained

in the military service until his retirement in 1958. In his latter years, he had several
important and interesting assignments, one of which was serving for four years on the
Armed Forces Board, Ft. Knox, KY. In recognition of this, he was elected as President of
the National Retired Enlisted Men’s Association from 1966 to 1969. He was another
B802nd veteran receiving an honor he so very much deserved.
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Unsung Heroes

"There were far more heroes in the 602nd than the number of medals issued.”
How about the "unsung heroes"? There is nothing in our unit journals covering the com-
bat action of the nine gun platoon "Security Sections"--the men out in the mud and the
snow providing protection to the Tank Destroyers. it may have been only natural for our
journals to concentrate on "Enemy Tanks Destroyed” and the like, but how about those
men out on the ground? What percentage of our Purple Heart Medals went to these

eople?
P Leonard Bornemann was a member of the Security Section of his platoon. The
T.D.s were in a holding position and the machine guns were set up out on the flanks,
The rest of the story is told in the section on Prisoners of War.

It seems this section should be called: "How About"? How about the mechanics
who kept the Tank Destroyers and other vehicles running? Many times under the
absolute and utmost deplorable conditions, they kept them going. How about the
armorers who helped keep the weapons firing? How about the personnel who main-
tained our communication equipment? How about the cooks who found themselves
performing combat duty? How about the supply personnel? How about the men who
took out the gas, ammunition, and rations? What about the Company Recon. Sgt. who
saw to it that the mail got out to the platoons with the least possible delay? How about
the men from Battalion Headquarters and Headquarters Company? The gas truck
drivers, the ammunition truck drivers and so on?

Jack Coulston, Battalion Supply Officer throughout our combat action docu-
mented one of these experiences. In Panther Tracks, September 1944, of Clifford
McMahan, Battalion gas truck driver, he wrote, "He was on his way to Dean Hart’s unit
when he was put on a wrong road by an M.P. After driving two miles, he came under
direct fire from guns in a fortified position. He backed up in the face of fire, drove
through a protective draw and back under fire to Hart's position as he knew they were
out of gas. His truck was hit quite a few times, but it did not blow. You can imagine what
would have happened if the 1,400 gallons of gas had exploded. He would have been
roasted!”

Jack Coulston also documented another experience of his in a letter dated 24
September 1983, as he was recounting one of his experiences of 4 November 1945. He
said, "l had to take some ammunition o the front one night--found one Company on the
side of a steep hill with the Germans on the other side--so | only took one truck up the
hill. | got out of my command car to talk to the platoon leader and Sgt. while the truck
was being unloaded when--Wham--German 88’s started over our heads. | dove for
cover as did everyone else, After it was all over, | looked up at the truck, and there was
the driver sitting in the cab with his foot on the brake. The driver grinned and said, ‘Hell
Captain, the brakes are bad and although everybody hit the dirt, I couldn’t. If | had, the
truck would have rolled down the hill and you really would have had an explosion.” He
had sat there during the entire bombardment.”

How about the Battalion Medical Detachment? It is thought by the writer that the
602nd had something unique here. If men were wounded or ll, they did not want--if they
could help it--to be evacuated through the units to which we were attached, because of
the chance that upon recovery, they would not be reassigned to the 602nd. At the same
time, the 602nd did not want to lose their personnel if it could be avoided. To this end, in
eifect, the 602nd Medical Detachment became the 602nd Army Field Hospital. Unless a
man absolutely had to be evacuated to the rear, he was retained so that in a nominal
length of time, he could be returned to duty in his own company, platoon, or section.
Were the Battalion Surgeon alive, he should be commended for this extra effort.

This writer can attest to the effectiveness of this arrangement through personal
experience. Around the time of the "big tank battle," early one afternoon, "l found | could
not keep my eyes open. It must have been the combination of lots of dust, glare, and
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extensive use of field glasses. It was as though [ had become snow blind. Instead of
using the medics of the unit to which we were attached, | had our own medics take me
back to the Bn. Hdqg. There they kept me in a dark room for three days constantly
putting wet compresses on my eyes. The second incident was late at night on February
1, 1945. On the way back from the Infantry Regimental Command Post, | checked in
with the medics of the infantry unit to which we were attached as | was freezing and
burning up at the same time. They discovered | had a very high fever and guessed | had =
pneumonia, or was getting it, and wanted to evacuate me through their channels. |
declined and went back to the Company A Command Post, got Lt. Whitman to take
over, and went to our own Battalion Headquarters. Our Battalion medics took over and
on February 6th, | returned to the company.”

it would be very interesting to know just how many 602nd men were retained in
the organgzatien by this special effort on the part of our Battalion Medical Detachment
personnel.

Commendations

From Omaha Beach to V.E. Day, four Battle Stars were awarded to the 602nd
Tank Destroyer Battalion: Battle of France, Battle of the Ardennes, Battle of the
Rhineland, and Battle of Germany.

Verbal--2nd Cavalry Group

As extracted from our Battalion history for September 11, 1944, the following entry
appeared: "Battalion commander received verbal commendation from Colonel Read,
Commanding Officer, 2nd Cavalry Group for work of this battalion for the period 8
September 1944 to 10 September 1944."

Xl Corps--9th T.D. Group

The December 1987 Panther Tracks contained the following: "According to the
official Xil Corps Station list, we were the only unit attached to the Sth T.D. Group during
September and early October 1944." A letter dated 16 October 1944 from Major General
M. S. Eddy, Commanding General, Headquarters Xil Corps to Lt. Colonel James W.
Bidwell, Commander, 9th T.D. Group referred to one point that fighting of the last few
weeks had punched home so obvious and so clean cut he wanted it to be known to all
soldiers and officers. General Eddy said the point was, "The Germans, even the best
and most experienced of them are visibly frightened of us. They are frightened by the
superior equipment, the more skillful tactics, and above all, by the magnificent courage
and will to win shown by the troops of this Corps.” He said further, "We are now between
rounds of a fight to the knockout. The last round saw the Boche stagger back into his .
corner. While we are gathering our strength for the kill, he is hanging on the ropes. He
cannot last another -- he is bound to go down. | am confident when the next round
comes up, that the troops of the 9th T.D. Group will show the same courage, the same
skill, and the same driving determination to get this war won, that have won for us our
successes to date. | congratulate the Sth T.D. Group on its performance in the past--I
wish Godspeed and early victory."

On 23 October 1844, Lt. Colonel James W. Bidwell, Commanding Officer, Head-
quarters Sth Tank Destroyer Group wrote Lt. Colonel Peter J. Kopcsak, Commander,
602nd T.D. Battalion as follows: "l am passing this (the commendation cited above) on
to you as | feel that the fine work the 602nd T.D. Battalion has accomplished, in the
carrying out of all combat missions and orders, has been the mainstay of any success
attributed to the 9th T.D. Group. 1wish to commend you, your officers, and men. Your
organization reflects in combat the excellent training standards and ideals that has
always been apparent in your leaders and men." He said further, "l know that, when the
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final phase of this campaign is set in motion, the 602nd T.D. Battalion will show a bulidog
determination and purpose to win. This, in conjunction with the other arms, will bring to
our side complete and irrevocable victory."

183rd Field Artillery Group

In October 1944, Colonel W. H. Bartlett, Commander, 183rd Field Artillery Group,
FDC-B wrote the Commanding General, XIl Corps Artillery as follows: "During the period
16 October to 26 October, elements of the 602nd T.D. Battalion were attached to the
273d F.A. Battalion and the 738th F.A. Battalion operating under this headquarters.
During this period, they performed valuable service in furnishing supporting fires in the
35th and 26th Infaniry Divisions and the 4th Armored Division Sectors. In this secondary
role, they fired 138 missions, expending 2,192 rounds of ammunition on observed and
on harassing and interdiction fires. The gun crews were always prompt in furnishing fires
when and where needed, day or night. I wish to commend the officers and men of the
above unit for their fine display of cooperation and desire to do all in their power to Kill
Germans and destroy their equipment and installations.”

Hatrs. Xl Corps Artillery

On 30 October 1944, Brigadier General Commanding Officer Headquarters, Xl
Corps Artillery wrote the Commanding Officer, 602nd T.D. Battalion, "The service
rendered by the 602nd T.D. Bn. in support of the Corps Artillery, coming asitdidata
time of critical shortage in artillery ammunition, should serve as a keynote of the coordi-
nation and cooperation between the various arms that is so necessary to the success of
any operation. | add my commendation to that of the group commander.”

9th Tank Destrover Group

The 802nd T.D. Battalion history shows that during the month of November 1844,
various platoons and companies were attached to the 26th Infantry Division units for
action against the enemy. On 26 November 1944, a letter from the Corps Commanding
Major General to the Commanding General of the 26th Infantry Division read, "When | tell
you that some of the bitterest fighting of our entire front during the last three weeks has
taken place in your own zone, | tell you nothing that you and the 26th Infantry Division do
not already know. Some of you may not know, however, that your skill and gallantry in
your first major engagements have won the respect and admiration of the whole Corps--
and even, | feel sure of the German troops facing you. ‘ ‘

Some of Germany's finest fighting forces are on your front, including the tough
and tested 11th Panzer Division. | can give no higher compliment to your division than to
assure you that, if these battle-tried German troops expected to deal easily with a new
and unfried American division, they have received one of the great surprises of their
careers. The remarkable speed with which your fighting troops have acquired the spirit
of veterans deserves commendation second only to the high courage and constant
aggressiveness with which you have battled across Lorraine."

Hatrs. 28th Infantry Division

Both Battalion and Company A histories indicate that from December 21 10 23,
1944, inclusive the 602nd T.D. Bn. was attached to VIl Corps after an all-night 150-mile
march to Neufchateau, Belgium. On 7 January 1945, Major General Norman D. Cota,
Commanding Officer, Headquarters, 28th Infantry Division wrote to the Commanding
Officer, 602nd Tank Destroyer Battalion. He said, "During the period 24 December to 31
December 1944, your Battalion was attached to the 28th Infantry Division for operations
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