
Aug. 13. 1989 

Dear 
Three t h i n g s have prompted t h i s l e t t e r . The l a s t T.D.A.News l e t t e r , 
the s p e c i a l i n s e r t about the p u b l i c a t i o n of thB"T.D.History" and a 
t r i p I'm about t o make. 
My w i f e and I are leaving Aug. 15 f o r France. I ' l l pick up a r e n t a l 
car, v i s i t Omaha Beach and r e t r a c e the "Route of March" ( I sent you 
a copy a year or so ago) of Co-. A, 602nd Tank Destroyer B a t t a l i o n , 
Omaha Beach t o V.E.Day (a l o c a t i o n which i s now i n s i d e East Germany). 
I ' l l be r e t u r n i n g Sept. ?th. 
Over the past few years I've sent you many l e t t e r s covering many 
subjec t s . What the above has done at t h i s time i s t o get my mind 
to t h i n k i n g "What was the one most s i g n i f i c a n t combat a c t i o n of Co. 
A, 602nd T.D.Bn.along t h a t route o f march?" 
There are many, many actions t h a t must be considered f o r that, t i t l e 
but the one I have come up w i t h i s the day of Dec. 22, 1989. 
As part of 3rd Army we came up from the Saar r e g i o n of France on the 
night o f Dec. 2 0 , 1944 and morning of Dec 21st, went through Neuf-
chateau, Belgium and headed east of the highway toward Bastogne. At 
Vaux les Rosieres/Petite Rosieres we came across personnel of the 
28th I n . Div., under the command of M.G. Cota, who were being form­
ed i n t o a defensive p o s i t i o n t h e r e . The f i r s t platoon of Co.' A 
joined t h i s group.; 
Ear l y on the morning o f Dec. 22nd, while s t i l l very foggy, Germans 
i n American vehicles ( a t very close range) were observed approaching 
t h i s p o s i t i o n from the east. They were wiped out by the T.D. f i r e . 
A l i g h t tank, a h a l f t r a c k and two t r u c k s were destroyed, estimated 
30 Germans k i l l e d . 
Later i n the day, at dusk, f i v e or s i x German tanks again attacked 
t h i s p o s i t i o n . They were repulsed by the T.D.'s as the T.D.'s cover­
ed the withdrawal of the 28th I n f . Div. troops t o the west. Two 
German tanks were believed damaged. Pour men of the 1st platoon 
were wounded. 
The platoon leader, L t . Robert Whitman,was awarded the S i l v e r Star 
f o r t h i s a c t i o n on t h i s date. 
The Germans never advanced any f a r t h e r t o the west along the Bastogne/ 
Neufchateau highv/ay. 



I f you look at the map and r e f l e c t on t h a t a c t i o n t h a t day, and the 
d i s p o s i t i o n of other troops t h a t day, of greater s i g n i f i c a n c e i s 
the f a c t t h a t the Germans were denied access t o Neufchateau and a l l 
the i m p l i c a t i o n s and r a m i f i c a t i o n s t h a t a c t i o n would have meant. 
I t i s also the basis of my contention t h a t we w e l l may have been 
the f i r s t 3rd Army troops t o make contact w i t h the enemy. From 
what I have read, the 4th Armored Div. t h a t was a t t a c k i n g toward 
Bastogne t o the south of the Bastogne/Neufchateau highway, d i d not 
make contact w i t h the Germans u n t i l about noon o f Dec. 22, 1944. 

Kindest regards. 

Bert O l i v e r 
Ex-C.O., Co. A 
602nd Tank Destroyer B a t t a l i o n 

cc: Ray Young 
J. Orsak ( J u l i u s was the Platoon Sgt. i n the a c t i o n described 

above. Perhaps as a fo l l o v / up of t h i s l e t t e r , h e ' l l 
send you some i n f o r m a t i o n of his personal experiences 
on Dec. 22, 1944.) 
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