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Feb. 19, 1988 

Res "Combat actions - U.S.T.D.'s vs enemy tanks" 
This i s a follow up of my l e t t e r s dated 11-17-8? 
and 1-18-88. 

Bert O l i v e r . ' : 
These comments w i l l not be s p e c i f i c "T.D. vs Tank" but memories 
that come to mind along the line of your request that your readers 
know of the sounds and smell and a sense of what i t was l i k e to be 
there. I ' l l put them on paper without regard to place, date, or 
continuity. 

"At the time of the'42 La. maneuvers, our T.D.'s were 37mm towed 
guns in the back of a pick up truck. At Gamp Hood we trained on 
halftracks.At Camp McCoy we trained on M lO's. In Tenn. we f i e l d test­
ed the T-70 which became the M-18, When we got to England we found 
M-18's waiting for us. We were one of the f i r s t Bn.'s to be so eq­
uipped. When we landed i n France we were surprised to find that 
even the o f f i c e r s of other U. S. units thought i t was a German tank 
because of i t s different suspension system and long 76mm gun tube. 
The f i r s t day or so was spent painting bigger and brighter s t a r s on 
them." 

"We were near Nancy, France and 3rd Army had bogged down - lack of 
just about everything. They set up Red Gross, showers, PX, e t c . in 
Nancy. For a few days we could send in a percentage of our men. Be-^^ 
cause of censorship, one of the men wrote his wife v i a V-mail that 
we were near 'a town where these things were available and would she 
send him $10.00 for -foothpaste and s t u f f . She replied as soon as 
possible with a note that said 'Enclosed find $1.00 for the tooth­
paste, your s t u f f i s here at home.'" 

"Relative to the above about 'lack of things•. 3rd Army's dash across 
France (plus -supplies going to other Armies) resulted in outrunning 
many of our v i t a l needs.ie. gas, t i r e s , t i r e tube patches, ammo., etc. 
We had over-run a German airbase. We used the gas for our ve h i c l e s . 
Being high-octane, we then had a problem of maintenance - burned 
valves on h a l f t r a c k s , eta. 
Many times to movê  our unit forward, because of the lack of t i r e s , 
we would have to s t r i p wheels/tires off some vehicles to equip the 
f i r s t group making the move. We would then reverse the process. Take 
off some wheels/tires and haul them back. Then mount them and bring 
the rest of the vehicles forward. ~ 
During t h i s period, you could hardly leave a vehicle unprotected. I f 
you were driving down a road and stepped off into the trees because 
of a c a l l of nature, you had to keep the vehicle i n view. I f you 
didn't, chances were that someone else coming along the road had 
stopped, had a wrench and was already stripping your vehicle for parts. 
Now after kk years I • 11 confess we got pretty good at that too. A 
new outfit came up on l i n e . We were detached from our previous out- ' 
f i t and the attached to one of t h e i r regiments. I was advised to 
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r e p o r t t o them i n a small v i l l a g e . Checking the map, I could see 
t h a t I could get there by going east on a road and then up a t r a i l 
t o the n o r t h . I n g e t t i n g t h e r e , along the t r a i l , we came upon a 
brand new jeep stuck i n a snow bank. The personnel had l e f t . I 
c a l l e d the motor s g t . on the r a d i o , t o l d him t o go east and then 
f o l l o w my t racks north and he would f i n d something of interest.When 
I retraced my r o u t e , the chassis of t h a t jeep was s i t t i n g on the snow. 
To t h i s day I f e e l s o r r y f o r those men who came back and found t h e i r 
jeep i n t h a t c o n d i t i o n . But as someone once s a i d , 'G'est l a guerre. 
Being on our own so much, one f e l t one had t o become an expeditor t o 
make do and t o remain independent. I f o r g e t the d e t a i l s of the TO/E 
and how many vehicles our Kq. P l a t . was authorized. However, we 
could not have functioned i f the ( f o r example) the Go. Exec,1st s g t . , 
Commo.sgt., Motor sgtt., Mess s g t . . Supply s g t . . Armorer, e t c . , had 
t o share a v e h i c l e or two. An example i During the 'tube patch' 
shortage, my Motor sgt.would take o f f i n the morning, go t o the rear 
and check as many CP.'s t h a t he could f i n d t o see i f he could scrounge 
any. I f he came back at the end of the day w i t h 6 t o 8 , we a l l f i g ­
ured he had a good day. Without a v e h i c l e of h i s own, t h i s s o r t o f 
t h i n g would be impossible. 
I n order t o augment our vehicles we r e h a b i l i t a t e d some German vehicles 
and a motorcycle t h a t we had overrun. 
There's one other i n c i d e n t I r e c a l l . 
Our forward CP. was i n a small v i l l a g e . An a i d s t a t i o n had beenset 
up t h e r e . I t seems a s o l d i e r was b r i n g i n g i n a wounded s o l d i e r i n a 
jeep. I n t u r n the d r i v e r was wounded. Another s o l d i e r got i n the 
jeep and drove i t i n t o the v i l l a g e w i t h the two men. Having doneso, 
he then l e f t the jeep, slung his M-1 over his shoulder, and headed 
back t o h i s u n i t . 
The jeep j u s t sat t h e r e . My Ren. Sgt. gave i t a look, I gave a nod 
and he drove i t o f f . We now had one more v e h i c l e t o do a l l the t h i n g s 
t h a t needed t o be done. Some time e a r l i e r we had a jeep demolished 
and l e f t along a road ( l e s s any usable p a r t s ) . I t then seemed p e r t ­
i nent t o r e v i s i t the chassis and remove the hood. I n t h a t way we 
exchanged hoods on the 'new'jeep so t h a t the i d e n t i f i c a t i o n number 
then r e f l e c t e d i t as being company property. 
Sounds wierd now t h a t these i n c i d e n t s are being r e c a l l e d but did n ' t 
someAoRce say ' a l l i s f a i r i n love and war'?" 
"During the Bulge, temperatures were below f r e e z i n g . That brings 
t h i s thought t o mind but I can't describe the f e e l i n g . While walk­
i n g along some woods, I noticed an American G.I. , wearing h i s over­
coat e t c . , s i t t i n g w i t h his back against a t r e e and h i s r i f l e across 
his lap. He seemed t o be watching me but d i d n ' t react t o my being 
t h e r e . I walked over, tapped him on the shoulder and asked 'Are you 
a l r i g h t ? ' . Then i n a few seconds i t h i t me. He was dead." 
"Speaking of the Bulge, I'm reminded t h a t i n combat t h i n g s can get 
less c i v i l i z e d than back home and at times i t brings out some grue­
some humor. Entering a town, I noticed a dead German s o l d i e r - on 
hi s back- his bady covered w i t h snow but w i t h h i s r i g h t forearm and 
hand p o i n t i n g d i r e c t l y t o the sky. One of the r u l e s of communica­
t i o n people when l a y i n g wire i s t o ' t i e , t e s t , t a g & take o f f . A 
U.S. wireman had decided t h a t 'hand' was a good place t o p r a c t i c e 
his 4 T's. I n a day or two, t h a t dead s o l d i e r was now h e l p i n g our 
cause by f i r m l y grasping about a dozen wires t h a t had been t i e d t o 
hi s hand." , o 



\

" A f t e r the e l i m i n a t i o n of the Bulge, we'Msre i n an area t h a t had been 
occupied by the 28th I n f . Div. , mid-Dec, '44. Much t o my s u r p r i s e 
and dismay, dead bodies of the 28th Div. men were s t i l l s c a t t e r e d 
around t h a t area. I n a day or so, U.S. personnel had come up t o r e ­
cover and remove those bodies. The weatherhad turned from f r e e z i n g 
t o thawing. I don"t t h i n k there i s a stench on t h i s e a r t h worse 
than t h a t o f a decomposing human body. 
Now you have t o v i s u a l i z e what we looked l i k e . T i r e d , muddy, perhaps 
unshaven, etc. One n i g h t , to get some sleep, the h a l f t r a c k d r i v e r '^J-— 
j u s t put on his ra i n c o a t and layed down alongside the v e h i c l e . At ^ 
dawn, those of us who had been sleeping i n the h a l f t r a c k heard some 
commotion and we peered over the side and saw one of those recovery 
teams about t o tag him. We s a i d , 'don't tag him - he's one of ours'. 
As he woke up, you have never seen anyone climb back i n t o a h a l f t r a c k 
as f a s t as he d i d . " 
"Before going overseas, I was perhaps one of a m i n o r i t y t h a t d i d not 
d r i n k t h i n g s t h a t had an a l c o h o l i c content. ( I had no problem w i t h 
those t h a t did) I have t o give c r e d i t t o the Engr's. They kept us 
supplied w i t h water. However, when you saw them pumping water from a 
d i t c h , where there was a dead, bloated cow i n the same d i t c h not too 
f a r away,, i t was not too s u r p r i s i n g t o find•something that had been 
corked or capped became more appealing. While the Engr's p u r i f i e d 
the water, i t s t a s t e l e f t something t o be desired. However, when 
heated, i t d i d prove u s e f u l when you decided t o shave or take a bath 
i n your helmet." 
"For some time and w i t h several attempts, I had been t r y i n g t o get 
a 3. Sgt. (His background was regul a r army) t o take a b a t t l e f i e l d 
commission t o 2nd. L i e u t . One morning about 3 AM I was up t o the p l a ­
toon p o s i t i o n g i v i n g them the i n f o r m a t i o n they needed f o r t h a t day. 
I took him aside and asked him again. At long l a s t he agreed. I 
t o l d him I would s t a r t the paperwork. S h o r t l y a f t e r dawn, an a r t i l l ­
ery round landed near h i s p o s i t i o n . A fragment h i t him i n the f o r e ­
head and he was dead. What i r o n y . What a lo s s . I n i t i a l l y he had 
been my Ren. Sgt. but I moved him i n t o a platoon where he could get 
a much deserved promotion i n rank." 
"For speed and m o b i l i t y we had l e f t our f i e l d kitchens back i n France. 
That being the case, i t should come as no s u r p r i s e t h a t our thoughts 
would at times t u r n t o supplementing the r a t i o n . I ' l l have t o admit 
we l i b e r a t e d many domesticated r a b b i t s and guinea hens. \ 
Some of our men came from farms. They knew something us c i t y f e l l o w s 
d i d n ' t . They knew t h a t one way t o cure hams, etc. was t o hang them j 
i n t h e i r f i r e p l a c e chimney's. So when we went through a small v i l - /—, 
lage or farm area t h a t had j u s t been cleared of the enemy, we f e l t | 
i t imperative t o check the f i r e p l a c e chimneys. We found and l i b e r - | 
ated many pleasant surprises» / 
I also r e c a l l an event when we were f i r i n g as a r t i l l e r y . Our f i r e 
d i r e c t i o n center was i n a l i t t l e shack i n a f i e l d t h a t the farmer 
used t o st o r e his t o o l s . I heard a bunch of men whooping and h o l l e r ­
i n g . As we had a l o t of Texans i n the o u t f i t , I paid no p a r t i c u l a r 
a t t e n t i o n . Then there were a few shots from what sounded l i k e a . 4 5 
p i s t o l . Next I could hear the tank r e t r e i v e r moving past our pos­
i t i o n and i n a l i t t l e whilemoving back again. A l i t t l e l a t e r dur­
i n g a l u l l , I checked i t out. A cow had wandered i n t o our p o s i t i o n . 
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I t seems they viewed i t as a supplement t o our G r a t i o n s . They 
t r i e d t o c o r r a l i t w i t h no luck so a . 4 5 automatic was used. Now 
what do you do w i t h a downed cow? Get the tank r e t r e i v e r of course. 
There was t h a t cow suspended from the boom and the Mess Sgt. butch­
e r i n g i t . Later he d i s t r i b u t e d the meat i n about x l i " cubes. 
We f r i e d i t on our i n d i v i d u a l gas stoves. I t had good f l a v o r and 
l o t s of j u i c e but i t was so tough i t was impossible t o chew and 
swallow, 
1 guess i t was n a t u r a l , considering the times and c o n d i t i o n s , t h a t 
we never considered reimbursing anyone f o r the r a b b i t s , guiena hens, 
hams and t h a t cow. I n f a c t t h a t idea never r e a l l y h i t me u n t i l the 
w r i t i n g o f these memories. I guess I'm g u i l t y of war crimes o f a 
minor nature." 
"When the platoons were out i n t h e i r p o s i t i o n s , I wcuLd us u a l l y have 
the company forward command post i n a p o s i t i o n c e n t r a l t o t h e i r pos­
i t i o n s w i t h the company headquarters f u r t h e r back. When I wanted t o 
get around I ' d walk, use a jeep, M-20 armored car or h a l f t r a c k . At 
any given moment the forward C.P. was made up of the v e h i c l e I was 
using and sometimes the Ren. Sgt. and his jeep. 
This occasion was during the Bulge and I was using the h a l f t r a c k . 
We were i n a l i t t l e v i l l a g e and i t was n i g h t , dark and cold. We 
parked the h a l f t r a c k alongside a farm house and bunked down i n the 
basement. The farmer had harvested sugar beets and these were stored 
2 or 3 f e e t deep i n the basement. This produced a very bumpy sur­
face. The Gommo. Sgt. had rigged up longer wires so he could put a 
microphone and earphones i n the basement. He'd sleep w i t h the ear­
phones on so he wouldn't miss any messages. However,the h a l f t r a c k 
d r i v e r had t o go out about every two hours t o run the engine t o keep 
i t warm and up t o charge. 
The . 5 0 c a l machine gunner was of Mexican descent w i t h a decidedly 
s t r o n g Mexican accent. He was t r y i n g t o get some sleep w i t h his 
blankets up over his head. On one of the d r i v e r ' s t r i p s i n or out 
(and now you have t o v i s u a l i z e the scene), out of the t o t a l darkness 
a muffledMexican accented voice could be heard t o say 'Murray, 
you're f u c k i n g up. You're standing on my head.' 
As i t turned out, t h a t basement wasrft too bad a place t o be. Dur­
in g the n i g h t the upper part of the b u i l d i n g was h i t by a r t i l l e r y . " 

"During the Bulge we were short o f f i c e r s . I n time, two brand new 
2nd L i e u t s . were assigned t o me. A f t e r a period of about two weeks, 
one was t o stay w i t h our Co. A, the other would go t o Co. B. A f t e r 
a couple o f days of s t a y i n g w i t h the company headquarters so they 
could get used t o the sounds and what was going on, I took them out 
t o one of the platoons t h a t was attached t o an I n f . Regt. Being 3 

usfiw, Idrove the jeep. Upon g e t t i n g t o the platoon p o s i t i o n we d i s ­
mounted . Almost at once I could hear German rockets being f i r e d . 
( they d i d n ' t c a l l them 'screaming meamies' f o r nothing. I t o l d the 
L i e u t s . t o h i t the deck and we dove i n t o a s h e l l hole. At the same 
time some machine gun f i r e came from somewhere (never d i d f i g u r e 
out the source) t h a t flew r i g h t over our heads so close you could have 
reached out and plucked o f f a t r a c e r round as i t went by. I n a few 
moments when we got our heads up, we saw t h a t one of the rockets 
had scored a d i r e c t h i t on the jeep and i t was blown t o b i t s . 
Nearby , 4 of a T.D.'s crew were standing on the rear deck of the 
T.D. t o keep warm. With the T.D. motor running, they d i d n ' t hear 
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t h e rockets o r machine gun f i r e or they reacted too l a t e and the 
4 o f them had been knocked o f f the T.D. One was i n j u r e d more than 
t h e others. To be d i s c r e e t , I '11 say he had been h i t i n the 
• p r i v a t e s ' . I took my f i r s t a i d k i t , powdered the i n j u r e d parts 
w i t h sulpha powder and wrapped the dressing around the wound as best 
I could. A l l the time he kept asking where he had been h i t - he 
had j u s t married p r i o r t o service - wanted t o have a f a m i l y , etc. 
I t o l d him several times t h a t he was the l u c k i e s t man i n the E.T.O., 
t h a t something had passed between his legs t a k i n g chunks out of both 
his t h e i g h s . 
Some I n f . medics watched a l l t h i s from a nearby woods and came down 
w i t h a l i t t e r and jeep and took him back t o t h e i r a i d s t a t i o n . 
The uninsured man (he had been i n s i d e the T.D. while a l l t h i s was 
going on), w i t h the 3 other i n j u r e d men, drove the M-18 back t o the 
Go. Hq. p o s i t i o n where our medics took care of our men. The two 
Li e u t s . and myself spent some more time w i t h the platoon, picked 
up what we could from the shattered jeep and walked back. The L i e u t . 
who ended up i n B. Co. summed up the experience. He said 'you know, 
a guy could get k i l l e d here'. They must have learned the lesson 
very w e l l . One now l i v e s i n Texas. The ather i n Arkansas. 
I got a nice l e t t e r from the evacw^ie-i man about a month later-. He 
advised at the f i r s t a i d s t a t i o n they looked at his wound and said 
•get him back t o D i v i s i o n ' . There - one lo.ak and 'take him t o the 
next higher level'and so on u n t i l w i t h i n 2 or 3 days he had been 
flown t o a h o s p i t a l i n Texas. There, at l a s t they removed the dress­
i n g I had appli e d . Then he found out - yes he had been h i t i n the 
reproductive organs. I n a couple of weeks or so they had assured 
him he could have a normal married l i f e w i t h c h i l d r e n . 
He closed his l e t t e r t o me by saying'he may not have ended up being 
the l u c k i e s t man i n the E.T.O. but t h a t I c e r t a i n l y ended up being 
the biggest l i a r ' . 
I never saw or heard from the man again." 
"There are many ways t o get wounded or i n j u r e d i n a war. This case 
stands out as a l i t t l e d i f f e r e n t . I got word t h a t one of my P l a t , 
Leaders was i n j u r e d but oddly no d e t a i l s were provided so I went out 
to check i t out. This i s what happened. 
The platoon captured a large horse drawn a r t i l l e r y piece (approx 
1 5 5 m m ) . The personnel v/ere sent back as prisoners (remember my 
mention af a l l the Texans we had i n the company) but they decided 
t o keep the horses f o r a l i t t l e w h i l e . (Don't ask me why). {The 
Lieut.had i n f a c t been f i r s t commisioned as a Cavalry O f f i c e r . He 
o f t e n was r e f e r r e d t o as ' t r o o p e r ' ) . He sheepishly admitted he got 
hurt when he was thrown by one of the horses he was t r y i n g t o r i d e . 
A f t e r t h a t , they decided the best t h i n g t o do was t o donate the 
horses t o some farmer - which they d i d . 
I n w r i t i n g t h i s , i t now occurs t o me t h a t t h i s act may have b a l ­
anced the books f o r some of the supplemental r a t i o n s we picked up 
along the way." 
"Being attached t o other organizations other than our own Bn. as we 
were moPt of the time, we r e a l l y had l i t t l e one-on-one contact be­
tween the company and Bn.Hq. One exception was during the Bulge. Bn. 
Hq. had moved i n t o Neufchateau. We were nearby and I decided t o 

5 



go v i s i t them one n i g h t . For some reason or other the Bn. CO.de­
cided he wanted t o use my jeep and jeep d r i v e r t o go v i s i t B Co. i n 
Recogne. I suggested his d r i v e r could do as w e l l but he thought my 
d r i v e r would have a b e t t e r ' f e e l ' f o r i t . I n my view, which I ex­
pressed, I suggested the l a s t t h i n g someone might want t o do under 
the circumstances v/as t o d r i v e up t o Recogne. When he i n s i s t e d ( I 
would not expose my d r i v e r t o t h i s ) , I advisedl would d r i v e and use 
my Ren. Sgt. t o s i t behind the .30 cal.M.G. 
I had no idea what the conditions were between the two towns but we 
took o f f . I t was a compromise t o d r i v e f a s t enough t o get there i n 
a reasonable length of time and slow enough so as t o ' l i s t e n ' t o 
what was happening along the way and to be able t o 'see' h o p e f u l l y 
some dangerous c o n d i t i o n before barging i n t o i t . We could hear gun­
f i r e and see t r a c e r s o f f t o our r i g h t but we p u l l e d i n t o the v i l l a g e 
without i n c i d e n t . 
We found B Go's. C.P. and entered. The C.O.'s f i r s t words were 'How 
d i d you get i n t o t h i s town? I gave orders t o shoot at anything t h a t 
moved'. I'm sure he had personnel along t h a t road but f o r t u n e t l y 
they were more d i s c r e e t and l e t t h a t lone jeep w i t h i t s ( a t le a s t 
two) spooked occupants on by. Regogne had been bombed from the a i r 
t h a t day and they had 3 men k i l l e d and 4 wounded. We had our v i s i t 
and using the slow/fast t a c t i c s f o r t u n a t e l y got back t o Neufchateau 
a l l i n one piece." 
"We were i n Neufchateau - had parked the h a l f t r a c k - and the t o t a l 
crew was i n a b u i l d i n g when the town was subjected t o an a i r bomb­
i n g . A bomb had exploded i n the s t r e e t and a fragment went through 
the back door and went up and put a huge dent i n the . 5 0 c a l . M.G. 
r i n g mount. I f you took a l i n e of s i g h t through t h a t hole and where 
i t h i t the mount and considered where I wouId have been i f I had 
been i n the v e h i c l e , t h i s l e t t e r would never .have been w r i t t e n . 
T h i s , and other experiences, convinced me t h a t 'luck' plus a l e r t ­
ness had a l o t t o do w i t h g e t t i n g through the war." 
"Being attached and detached c o n t i n u a l l y as we were meant many con­
t i n u e s days on the l i n e where we found ourselves doing many things 
on our own. I can t h i n k o f a few o f these i n c i d e n t s . 
F i r s t , there was s o r t o f an a t t i t u d e . Our Bn. Hq. was way back. 
When attached t o a new u n i t ( r e p l a c i n g the u n i t we were detached 
from),they were glad t o see us but no engagement or marriage ever 
took place. I guess they sensed when they were r e l e i v e d by another 
u n i t , we i n t u r n would be attached t o them. I n many cases they 
t o t a l l y misunderstood our r o l e and needs. I've observedin other 
l e t t e r s on the f a i l u r e i n most cases t o e s t a b l i s h radio communication. 
At night you would hear a ^eep come up t o ,-oar p o s i t i o n . I t might 
be a Bn. S4 (God bless him; w i t h 6 cans of gas i n a t r a i l e r behind 
him amd ask' i f v/e needed any gas?'. My r e p l y might be 'yes, 1 8 0 ( o r 
some such number) 5 g a l l , cans'. ( F o r t u n a t e l y at the company l e v e l 
we had our own 2^ t o n t r u c k s f o r gas and ammo.) He would j u s t grunt 
something and disappear i n the n i g h t . I guess what I'm saying i s t h a t 
Co. A was t h e r e , very much alone, f i g h t i n g i t s own l i t t l e war, as 
best i t could, and doing i t s best t o keep body and soul together. 
A part o f t h i s ' c o n tinuous days on l i n e ' r e s u l t e d i n the men having 
l i t t l e time f o r personal maintenance. At times, when we could 
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a p p r o p i a t e l y do so, the Go. Hq. personnel would t r y t o f i n d a b u i l d ­
i n g where we could heat a room and produce some hot water. Then 
at the end o f a day, we would have a vehicle and i t s crew drop back 
to the Go. Hq. l o c a t i o n . There they could bathe, change c l o t h e s , 
dry out t h e i r t h i n g s , perhaps shave and h o p e f u l l y get a nights sleep. 
They would then go back t o t h e i r platoon p o s i t i o n the next morning. 
That afternoon, i f possible, we would b r i n g another crew back and 
so on. 
Another example comes t o mind. I t was about the middle of the wind-
down of the Bulge. We had been attached t o a new Div. t h a t came up 
on l i n e . More s p e c i f i c a l l y one o f i t s regiments. I r e c a l l one night 
maybe lOPM/midnight, being summoned to t h e i r Hq. I t seems one of 
t h e i r Bns. had an I n f a n t r y Co. t h a t had gone out and had taken a 
v i l l a g e . They wanted me t o move my company of T.D.s out t o j o i n 
them. I advised t o do so was contrary t o T.D. t a c t i c s . That i f we 
stayed i n place where we were, we could provide a tank defense f o r 
a tank a t t a c k t h a t might develop anywhere i n t h e i r Regt'1 area. 
That they would lose t h a t c a p a b i l i t y i f we were pinned down i n one 
l i t t l e v i l l a g e . That I d i d n ' t have a company of 12 T.D.'s, I was 
down to about ? e f f e c t i v e guns. That I d i d n ' t have a company of 
approx. 130 men, I was down t o about 9 0 . That i n f a c t , having been 
on the l i n e so long, they weren't even men, they were j u s t walking 
zombies. They advised they would t h i n k of i t a l i t t l e more and l e t 
me know. I n l e a v i n g , I iremember slamming t h a t door so hard I swear 
the whole b u i l d i n g shook. ( I ' v e always been amazed t h a t someone 
di d n ' t c a l l me back i n and chew me out f o r such behavior.) 
I n any case, I don't know i f my l o g i c or statements helped make the 
d e c i s i o n . I found out l a t e r they sent someone e l s e out t o support 
t h a t company and we stayed i n place. 
I n a few days we were detached from them and attached t o someone else 
" A f t e r V-£ Day, Co. A, as part of the 6 0 2 n d T. D. Bn. was designated 
'Army of Occupation'. Almost a l l t h e men had high points and could 
have s t a r t e d t h e i r way back t o the U ,,• o. A. but our points were ' frozen 
so the u n i t would remain i n t a c t . 
As the war was over, company meetings became more conversational 
than d i r e c t i v e . I r e c a l l having the company together one day b r i n g ­
ing them up t o date on a l l t h a t was going on. One of the men asked 
the question 'How long d i d I t h i n k we should remain there as A,of 0?' 
My r e p l y was not t o o happily accepted as I r e c a l l saying ' I don't 
t r u s t the Russians. I t h i n k Europe i s very vulnerable i f Russia de­
cided to overrun i t . Therefore , while I had no s p e c i f i c time span 
i n mind, I thought i t should be a long time.' I t h i n k i t was about 
October '4 5 t h a t our points were unfrozen and the high point men 
s t a r t e d home. 
Upon r e t u r n i n g t o the States, I joined the 28th I n f . Div., Pa. Nat'1 
Guard, as i t s t a r t e d t o reform. I t became a 'hot' o u t f i t belonging 
to a 6 D i v i s i o n contingency f o r c e . 
I n 1 9 5 0 the Korean War ( I s t i l l c a l l i t a. war) broke out. One sch­
oo l of thought was t h a t i t may have been a d i v e r s i o n and perhaps the 
Soviet Union would t r y t o overrun Europe. We were a c t i v a t e d and 
these d i v i s i o n s (the 28th included) were shipped o f f t o Europe where 
we would provide a deterent i f the Soviets were so i n c l i n e d . I o f ­
te n wondered about the echo of my words i n '45 coming back t o me. 
Since then, since 5 0 / 5 2, we have maintained our forces i n Europe 
f o r the very same reason. I n Korea, nothing has changed.The North 
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Koreans have been lookingsouth across the demarcation l i n e w hile 
the South Koreans and the U. S. forces have been looking n o r t h . 
This has been going on since the so-called t r u c e was signed." 
"As I look back, I f e e l f o r t u n a t e t h a t even though only at the co­
mpany l e v e l , there were c e r t a i n independent actions t h a t I took 
t h a t I f e e l were f o r the betterment of the men of the company. Two 
thi n g s come t o mind. 
While we were s t a t e s i d e , I always f e l t t h a t 'stew' was a lazy man's 
menu.Even though the Q.M. would d e l i v e r c e r t a i n foods t o the mess 
h a l l and designated 'stew' on the menu, I f o r b i d the Mess Sgt. t o 
prepare i t t h a t way. He was t o l d t o take the items issued and some­
how produce a more a t t r a c t i v e meal - no matter what i t took - even 
i f he had t o make some a d d i t i o n a l food purchase. 
When at l a s t we were ready to come home a f t e r WW11, we f i n a l l y end­
ed up i n a t e n t c i t y near M a r s a i l l e s , France. At the end of the f i r s t 
day, I noticed ' p o r t ' personnel had showed up at the end of the com­
pany s t r e e t and had set up dice t a b l e s . I noticed my men took an 
immediate i n t e r e s t and began t o p a r t i c i p a t e . But the 'por t ' people 
were t a k i n g a percentage out o f every pot. I t only takes a second 
(we didn ' t know how long we would be there) t o see t h a t e v e n t u a l l y 
every man i n Co. A would be broke and the 'por t ' people would have 
a l l the money. 
Wit h i n a short time a f t e r they set up, I had them run o f f the com­
pany s t r e e t (oh yes, they were going t o r e p o r t me t o the port com­
mander, etc. ). I t o l d the F i r s t Sgt. t o set up our own t a b l e s w i t h 
the t ables t o be run by our own N.C.0.s. There would be no 'take' 
from the pots. This way, there may have been some s h i f t i n g of money 
from one i n d i v i d u a l t o another, but thp 'men of the company' l e f t 
w i t h the same amount of money t h a t they a r r i v e d w i t h . " 
"As ABC Sports says 'the t h r i l l of v i c t o r y and the agony of defeat'. 
Of course, on V.E.Day, everyone was t h r i l l e d t o end up v i c t o r i o u s . 
To me, and t h i s i s very personal w i t h me, the agony s t a r t e d l a t e r . 
As part o f T h i r d Army, we ended up south of Zwickau, Ger'y near the 
Czechaslovakian border. 
I have no r e c o l l e c t i o n o f the dates, but we would be advised t h a t 
we would have t o move back/West a c e r t a i n distance and the Russians 
would move i n and take over. Later, by increments, we would make 
s i m i l i a r moves u n t i l we had reached the l i n e t h a t had been agreed 
upon which would become the border of what i s now East Germany. 
To put i t m i l d l y , to give up t e r r i t o r y we had fought f o r and won,to 
give up t e r r i t o r y where American s o l d i e r s had beai wounded and k i l l e d , 
was sheer agony t o me. To t h i s day I don't understand how we (Roose­
velt/Potsdam/Yalta) could have been so p o l i t i c a l l y naive." 
"I'm not an expert on'sights' but the men have commented on the acc­
uracy o f the M-18 s i g h t . ( O t i s h i t t i n g the s t a f f car at 2800 yds, e t c . ) 
I was not on s i t e at the moments these events happened but I'm sure 
they are t r u e because of the manner i n which they came t o my a t t e n ­
t i o n . 
Many times, as i n a r i v e r crossing, the M-l8's were given the mission 
of occupying the high ground and t o shoot i n t o or over the r i v e r 
area at designated t a r g e t s or t a r g e t s of choice. Everyone knows the 
best observation i s from the highest p o i n t . So on many occasions, 
the t a r g e t s were c a s t l e type b u i l d i n g s and t h e i r high towers. The 
MlS's v/ould t r y to n e u t r a l i z e these l o c a t i o n s . The gunners would 
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be making bets such as 'the next H.E. round would be the window 
t h a t was second row down and t h i r d i n from the l e f t ' - then f i r ­
i n g and winning t h e i r bets by seeing the smoke of t h a t round com­
in g from the designated window." 
"This paragraph i s more of a hunch feeling than anything else. 
Around Sept./Oct. '44 i t seemed t o me t h a t T h i r d Army could have 
moved i n t o Germany i f our supplies had been sustained. I t seemed 
there was very l i t t l e defense along the German border but we came 
t o a h a l t . (Much has been w r i t t e n about s u p p l i e s , etc. going t o 
Gen Montgomery at t h i s time, e t c . but we wont get i n t o t h a t ) Again 
t h i s i s one of my personal r e c o l l e c t i o n s . There would be a pres­
i d e n t i a l e l e c t i o n i n Nov. of '44. Roosevelt was reelected and we 
resumed the a t t a c k a day or so l a t e r and by then the Germans had time 
t o r e i n f o r c e t h e i r p o s i t i o n s along t h e i r border and we got bloodied 
by h i t t i n g our head i n t o a stone w a l l . I've o f t e n suspected t h a t de­
lay was as much p o l i t i c a l as l o g i s t i c a l - less news of c a s u a l i t i e s , 
e t c . i n the weeks leading up t o t h a t e l e c t i o n date. I t always seem­
ed t o me t h a t i t was more than a coincidence t h a t we were turned 
loose, Nov. 9 t h , r i g h t a f t e r t h a t e l e c t i o n had taken place." 

"On Dec. 22, 1944, a number of Germans i n American vehicles approach­
ed our p o s i t i o n s on the Bastogne/Neufchateau highway. When i t was 
determined they were Germans by t h e i r uniforms (and I'm sure they 
were not aware our T.D.s had p u l l e d up i n t h a t p o s i t i o n ) , our T.D.s 
and other weapons/personnel opened f i r e . A l l vehicles were demolish­
ed and I'm sure most a l l the personnel were k i l l e d . Later I moved 
down t h a t road toward Bastogne. A German s o l d i e r was s i t t i n g up i n 
the f r o n t seat of a h a l f t r a c k as I r e c a l l . He must have been h i t 
by an armor p i e r c i n g s h e l l from the s i d e . I t d i d n ' t knock him over 
but the f r o n t o f his head was blown away i n a s e m i - c i r c l e perhaps 
more clean and p e r f e c t t h a t i f i t had been done w i t h a s u r g i c a l k n i f e . 
From the side you could t e l l the path the s h e l l had taken as i t pass­
ed through his forhead" 
"One night near L u n e v i l l e , France, a German u n i t came through a f i e l d 
adjacent t o some woods where we were located. They were f i r i n g burp 
guns. You could t e l l by the da-da-da-da-ch. The 'ch' being the 
sound of the gas port a f t e r the l a s t round. Under the circumstances 
we couln't crank up and move so the word was put out t o butten up, 
stay put and shoot at anything t h a t moved. Laying there a l l night 
w i t h a hand grenade i n one hand and a gun i n the other i s not condu­
cive t o a good nights sleep. Gome the very f i r s t glimpse of day­
l i g h t , i t was a very tense moment. But as i t got b r i g h t e r we could 
see they had returned t o wherever they came from." 
"Somewhere along m.y years of s e r v i c e , I coined a phrase. "You don't 
know you've been i n the Army u n t i l you've been i n the I n f a n t r y " . 
During WWII, because of some of our attachments, I got i n t o Div, 
and Corps Hqs. There the s i t u a t i o n map showed Corps abreast, 
Div's abreast, Regt's abreast,etc. A f t e r WWII I was r e l a t i n g 
some of my experiences t o a f r i e n d of mine. He s o r t of grinned. I 
asked 'why the r e a c t i o n ? ' He said he had been i n the I n f a n t r y and 
was only comfortable when he knew where the man on his l e f t was l o ­
cated and where the man on his r i g h t was located. Losing contact 
w i t h e i t h e r s p e l l e d t r o u b l e . And t h a t ' s where the war was fought 
and won. A l l those 'three men" who made up the f r o n t l i n e of a l l 
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those u n i t s t h a t were abreast of each other." 
"As most people know, service personnel had a p r a c t i c e of naming 
t h e i r v e h i c l e ; tanks, a i r c r a f t , T.D.'s, etc. I n Co. A,I choose 
t o name the vehicles I g e n e r a l l y used. A jeep, an M-20 armored car, 
and a h a l f t r a c k . As I have mentioned before, working independently 
so much, one had t o e s t a b l i s h a c e r t a i n a t t i t u d e so t h a t the men 
could keep up t h e i r morale and f u n c t i o n p r o p e r l y . To t h a t end, the 
name I selected f o r those vehicles was 'Nothing's Impossible'. When 
thin g s got extremely tough, t h i s i n part was the a t t i t u d e t h a t kept 
us going." 
" I n an e a r l i e r paragraph I i n d i c a t e d ray displeasure at g i v i n g up 
t e r r i t o r y t o the Russians t h a t we had won i n combat. I n f a c t , I 
have a displeasure t h a t ' s broader i n scope t h a t t h a t . As we approach­
ed the Czechoslovokia border, there was l i t t l e or no German r e s i s t ­
ance . I believe we could have gone i n t o Czechoslovakia and i n t o 
Prague, i t s c a p i t a l . ( I s t r o n g l y expect they would have been most glad 
t o see us) As a matter of f a c t , we p u l l e d up south of Zwickau around 
A p r i l 18, 1 9 4 5 , v i c i n i t y o f Unterheinsdorf, and j u s t sat there u n t i l 
V-E Day on May9th. I'm sure other a l l i e d u n i t s also could have gone 
f a r t h e r East. I f we had, the problems of the l a s t years w i t h the 
Soviet Union, East/West B e r l i n , East Germany, and what we now c a l l 
Eastern Europe could have been avoided. However, I come back again 
t o the agreements of Postdam and Y a l t a t h a t prevented us from going 
f a r t h e r East - beyond the agreed upon r e s t r a i n i n g l i n e . " 
"We were r a t h e r s e l f i s h . We d i d not want to lose our m.en through 
the medical e v a c u a t i o n / r e h a b i l i t a t i o n / r e p l a c e m e n t system. Our men 
were s e l f i s h too. They d i d not want t o leave the 6 0 2 n d f o r medical 
reasons i f i t could be avoided. 
To t h a t end, our Bn. Surgeon formed - f o r lack of a b e t t e r name -
I'11 c a l l i t a 'Bn. h o s p i t a l ' . O f f i c i a l l y there was no such t h i n g . 
I t s purpose was t o handle i n j u r i e s and i ] I n e s s e s of a type t h a t d i d 
not r e q u i r e evacuation t o a F i e l d H o s p i t a l but where these people 
would have gone t o a F i e l d H o s p i t a l i f not held at the Bn. f a c i l i t y . 
This way, men when they recovered, simply went back t o t h e i r respec­
t i v e companies. 
I had two s p e c i f i c instances where I was held at t h i s f a c i l i t y as 
f o l l o w s . 
On one of these, I developed an eye problem. We were on the move, 
there was enemy tank a c t i o n , and around the middle of the day I 
could not keep my eyes open. I never f i g u r e d out i f i t was a l l the 
dust kicked up by the v e h i c l e s , excessive use of f i e l d glasses, or 
j u s t g l a r e - or a combination of a l l three. I t was i f I had become 
snowblind. I had my d r i v e r take me back t o Bn. There they kept me 
i n a dark room f o r two or three days w i t h cold compresses on my eyes. 
When recovered,I went back t o the company. 
The other was during the Bulge. I t was around midnight and I had 
to go t o a Regtl CP. I had the c h i l l s and while I had on adequate 
c l o t h i n g , I was burning up and f r e e z i n g at the same time. A f t e r 
t a k i n g care o f my purpose of being t h e r e , I checked i n w i t h t h e i r 
Medics, They said ' I had a fever of around 1 0 2 / 1 0 3 as I r e c a l l , 
t h a t I had pneumonia or was on the verge of g e t t i n g i t ' and wanted 
t o evacuate me t o t h e i r Div. Medics. I declined. As i n the case 
above, I had my d r i v e r take me back t o my oun Bn. Hq. A f t e r a stay 
of about three days, I was declared f i t and returned t o the company. 
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I n t h i s paragraph, I don't r e c a l l names and/or s p e c i f i c s bat i t 
seems I do r e c a l l i n c i d e n t s where we l o s t men through the medical 
evacuation/ replacement system who then ended up i n other organ­
i z a t i o n s . As soon as they could f i n d out where the 602nd was, they 
l e f t those organizations and showed up at our l o c a t i o n s . They always 
knew they would be welcomed back. I guess you might say they were 
AWOL from the u n i t s they l e f t but I seem to r e c a l l our Bn. j u s t 
picked them up ( I don't r e c a l l how the paperwork was handled - may­
be our CO. contacted t h e i r p r i o r C.0.), we blended them back i n t o 
t h e i r u n i t , and I don't r e c a l l any a d m i n i s t r a t i v e problems." 
"Even though belonging t o a Bn., each of the f i v e companies had i t s 
own •company fund'. While s t a t e s i d e , I seem to r e c a l l money would 
go i n t o these funds from Post Exchange p o f i t s , etc. e t c . ( a c t u a l l y 
I have f o r g o t t e n how i t b u i l t up). But anyway, one of the ways allo w ­
ed t o spend t h i s money was to have a 'company pa r t y ' . Usually these 
s t a r t e d around I3OO hours on a Saturday. I t was always my aim t h a t 
Go. A would have b e t t e r p a r t i e s than any other company, i e . 128 men -
get 128 chickens, etc. 
I n any case I f e l t the money was t o be spent on the men so the acc­
ount was always about zero by the time the next r e c e i p t of funds came 
i n . 
Now jump ajiiead. WW 11 i s over. The 602nd i s designated 'Army of 
Occupation', our points are frozen and we are s t i l l i n Europe. 
My mind's fuzzy on t h i s but at some point the points were unfrozen. 
While the 6 0 2 n d as a u n i t was t o remain, the high point men were t o 
be t r a n s f e r r e d out and blended i n t o another u n i t t h a t i n time would 
be shipped back t o the States. I now found myself G.0. of Co. A of 
the xyz Bn. and as such I i n h e r i t a t e d the 'company fund'. Much to 
my amazement, t h a t u n i t had over $ 2 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 cash and some Government 
Bonds i n i t s fund when i t was shipped t o Europe and during the war 
nothing had been spent out of i t . 
Again, my p o s i t i o n was t h a t the * company fund' should be spent on 
the men. We took over the v i l l a g e b e e r - h a l l , there were always 
snacks, we used t o send a 2^ t o n t r u c k somewhere t o buy beer , etc. 
I n other words, the men were l i v i n g i t up. 
Much t o my chagrin, I found out the Government Bonds couldn't be 
cashed i n and t h a t I would have t o s i g n them over t o the U.S.Treasury • 
as, i f , and when we got back t o the States, 
By the time we l e f t f o r the Port of Embarkation, I had drawn down 
t h a t account to 1 5 0 . 
While being processed at Gamp Kilmer, N.J., someone from the Finance 
Dept. had t o a u d i t the Company Fund so I could t u r n i t over t o them. 
Whoever i t was, saw how t h a t + $ 2 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 had become 150- He had t o do 
as much paper work f o r the 150 as i f i t were the l a r g e r amount. As 
we were s i g n i n g the f i n a l papers he sai d ' A t l e a s t you could have 
bought y o u r s e I f a c i g a r or something. Then i t would have been zero.' 
I t o l d him 'sorry, I don't smoke'. I t broke him up. 
He also agreed w i t h me. That t i e i n g up the men's company fund money 
i n Government Bonds had been a s t u p i d t h i n g t o do. Somewhere, some 
men who had something coming t o them, d i d n ' t get the b e n e f i t of i t . " 
" A f t e r V.E.Day, designated Army of Occupation, and going t o be there 
we knew not how long, I seem, to r e c a l l i t was suggested we t r y t o 

11 



b o l s t e r the l o c a l economy. So we bought l o c a l l y produced vegatables, 
et c . My guess i s t h a t was what d i d i t . I came down w i t h a bad case 
of d i a r r h e a . I t began t o cycle. Not too bad f o r a few days and 
then get worse, e t c . The Medics suggested I check i n w i t h an Army 
H o s p i t a l t h a t I r e c a l l was not too f a r away. 
I t o l d them my t a l e of woe. T h e i r comment 'a c l a s s i c d e s c r i p t i o n 
o f amebic dysentery. We're going t o going to give you the cure'. 
With t h a t I was given a quart j a r of s u l f a drug p i l l s . The i n s t r u c ­
t i o n s were t o take 7 a f t e r every meal ( 2 1/day) f o r at l e a s t 7 days 
or longer depending on how many p i l l s were i n the j a r . (They la s t e d 
about 8t days) With t h a t I was t o d r i n k - I f o r g e t how many gallons 
o f water per day. Or, at l e a s t , a l l t h a t I could d r i n k i n a day. 
I have t o agree w i t h them. They provided the cure. But i t wasn't 
easy. To begin w i t h , the p i l l s were r a t h e r large. By the end of the 
day, pumping t h a t 2 1 s t p i l l down got t o be q u i t e a chore." 
"The men of Go. A , 6 0 2 n d Tank Destroyer Bn., j u s t had t o be the 
most wonderful people i n the world. There are many more s u p e r l a t i v e s 
t h a t I could use but I ' l l s e t t l e on wonderful. One of the a t t r i b u t e s 
had t o be, under the most adverse c o n d i t i o n s , t h e i r sense of humor. 
One i n c i d e n t t h a t I r e c a l l -
I t was Nov.'44, we were attached t o a u n i t t h a t had t h e i r C.P. i n 
a town. Our C.P. was out o f town about 6 0 0 yards i n a f i e l d . I t 
was wet and muddy. We were t o l a y wire from our l o c a t i o n t o t h e i r s 
so as to have communications. Our Commo. Sgt.,along w i t h his Ass ' t , 
s t a r t e d out i n a jeep. I t got stuck i n the mud. They f i n i s h e d the 
job w i t h a hand r e e l . 
-The M-32 tank r e t r i e v e r was sent t o p u l l the jeep out o f the mud. 
I t too got stuck. I t then took another M-32 and two m-l8's t o f r e e 
the M-32. A 2 | t o n t r u c k was then used s u c c e s s f u l l y t o free the 
jeep. 
The F i r s t Sgt. then went t o work and a few nights l a t e r , when we had 
moved t o a v i l l a g e a l i t t l e f a r t h e r East, asked t o get as many men 
as possible from the Co. Hq. assembled i n our C.P. 
He had prepared the darndest assortment of decorations/awards and 
company c i t a t i o n s t h a t r e l a t e d t o a l l t h a t i t took to: lay j u s t 600 
yards of w i r e . 
We a l l sat there i n t h i s l i t t l e dimly l i t house and the F i r s t Sgt. 
r e a l l y had a l l the men. t o use a phrase, r o l l i n g i n the a i s l e s . 
At our reunions, t h i s i s s t i l l a t o p i c of conversation." 

I w i l l continue t o t r y t o get more "T.D. vs Enemy Tanks" s t o r i e s 
f o r you. I f successful, I ' l l forward them on t o you. 

Bert O l i v e r 
I n f o r m a t i o n copy1 J. Coulston 
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