
Mr. L. L. G i l l 
T.D. Ass'n H i s t o r i a n 

Dear L o n n i e i 
Re: "Combat a c t i o n - U.S. T.D.'s vs enemy t a n k s " 

T h i s i s a f o l l o w up o f my l e t t e r d a t e d 11/17/8?. 
At l e a s t one more l e t t e r w i l l f o l l o w t h i s one. 

Lawrence O t i s . 106? Urana Ave., Columbus, Ohio ^3224. 
Lawrence wr o t e me on a c t i o n on t h r e e dates and phoned me r e g a r d i n g 
a f o u r t h e v e n t . He w r i t e s "the ranges I gave ar e what I remember 
but c o u l d be wrong. I'm not c e r t a i n about them". 
The M-lB's 76mm gun was, as we know, a h i g h v e l o c i t y weapon. Note 
r e f e r a n c e t o use o f armor p i e r c i n g s h e l l s . 
Sept. 29. 1944» "The 3rd p l a t o o n r e c e i v e d a message t h a t enemy t a n k s 
were i n t h e v i c i n i t y o f Bathlemont, France, and were under a t t a c k 
by t h e A i r Force. We were not f a r from t h e r e so proceeded t h e r e a t 
once. 
As we approached t h e town we c o u l d see s e v e r a l P47 f i g h t e r planes 
overhead. 
Suddenly one plane s p o t t e d us a p p r o a c h i n g and m i s t a k i n g us f o r Ger­
man t a n k s , d i v e d and s t r a f f e d our coulmn. He must have r e c o g n i z e d 
us and p u l l e d up j u s t as he f i r e d because no T.D."s were h i t . 
We moved i n t o t h e o u t s k i r t s o f town and Sgt. C l i f f o r d Henna, gun 
commander o f t h e #1 d e s t r o y e r t o o k a p o s i t i o n a l o n g s i d e o f a b u i l d ­
i n g . From t h e r e we c o u l d see s e v e r a l t a n k s i n a wide v a l l e y t h a t 
s l o p e d g r a d u a l l y away from us. 
I was t h e gunner on Sgt. Henne's T.D. S e v e r a l t a n k s were knocked 
o u t but some were s t i l l moving,, t r y i n g t o escape t h e v a l l e y . I was 
g i v e n an e s t i m a t e o f 800 yds t o one t a n k , a t i g e r . I t was moving 
s l o w l y so I l i n e d up my s i g h t w i t h about a 1/2 l e a d and f i r e d . T h e 
armor p i e r c i n g s h e l l s t r u c k t h e t a n k i n t h e s i d e , s t o p p i n g i t a t 
once and i t s t a r t e d t o smoke. 
I was t h e n t o l d t o f i r e a t a n o t h e r t i g e r t h a t was moving a t t h e same 
range. I f i r e d and had a n o t h e r h i t w i t h t h e same r e s u l t s as t h e 
f i r s t t a n k . I t stopped and s t a r t e d t o smoke. 
Sg t . Henne t h e n p u l l e d back t o l e t a n o t h e r d e s t r o y e r i n t o p o s i t i o n 
as t h i s was t h e b e s t pla ce t o f i r e f rom. The second T. D. had t h e 
same success as we had. None o f t h e crews got out o f t h e t a n k s t h a t 
we h i t . " 
Jan 9, 19^5« "3rd p l a t o o o n was a t t a c h e d t o t h e s u p p o r t o f an I n f . 
Regt. We moved i n t o a f o r e s t where t h e I n f . was dug i n . I was 
t h e gun commander. Thomas A t k i n s was my gunner. I had t o dismount 
and l e a d my d e s t r o y e r t h r o u g h t h e f o r e s t as t h e I n f . had covered 
t h e i r f o x holes and f r e s h snow on t o p o f them made i t d i f f i c u l t f o r 
t h e d r i v e r t o see them. We went c o m p l e t e l y t h r o u g h t h e woods t o t h e 
o t h e r edge. There was a complete open space b e f o r e us, t h e ground 
r i s i n g t o a s l i g h t r i d g e i n t h e d i s t a n c e . 
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E v e r y t h i n g was q u i e t , no movement anywhere. We had been t h e r e prob­
a b l y an hour when a t a n k suddenly came over t h e r i d g e i n t h e d i s t ­
ance, t u r n e d and r a n p a r a l l e l t o t h e r i d g e . I ordered t h e gunner t o 
t o open f i r e a t a range o f 1000 yds. I was s t a n d i n g at. t h e s i d e o f 
d e s t r o y e r so t h e smoke would not o b s t r u c t my view. I c o u l d c l e a r l y 
see t h e armor p i e r c i n g t r a c e r as i t s t r u c k t h e s i d e o f t h e t a n k , 
s t o p p i n g i t s movement. A l o t o f smoke came f r o m i t but no f i r e was 
v i s a b l e . None o f t h e crew got o u t . 
The I n f . was qu i t e / upset w i t h us as t h e y t h o u g h t we had g i v e n away 
t h e i r p o s i t i o n b u t n o t h i n g more showed up t h e r e s t o f t h e day o r 
n i g h t . " 
Apr. 8. 194'^> "We were moving b e h i n d o ur l i n e s t o a new p o s i t i o n . 
As we rounded a b l i n d curve we almost r a n over a s m a l l German t a n k . 
My f i r s t t h o u g h t was t o get my gun i n a c t i o n , b u t t h e n r e a l i z e d t h e 
t a n k had not moved i t s gun to w a r d me. There was no one i n i t . 
W i t h i n m i n u t e s , S.Sgt W a l t e r A l e x a n d e r , our p l a t , s g t . , came up t o 
say i t was empty and asked f o r a granade which he dropped i n t h e gun 
t o put i t out of a c t i o n . " 
Along w i t h t h e above, Lawrence a l s o w r o t e j "The 76 mm gun and gun 
s i g h t were v e r y a c c u r a t e , even a t l o n g range. As gunner I h i t a 
s m a l l r e c o n . car o r scout o r s t a f f c a r a t 2800 yds w i t h an H.E. 
S h e l l . I t exploded i n f l a m e . I n t h e g u n s i g h t i t was not much b i g g e r 
t h a n a p i n head. 
The M-18 was f a s t e r and more maneuverable t h a n a n y t h i n g I saw o f t h e 
Germans. I saw 6OIVIPH i n our M-l8's s e v e r a l t i m e s . " 
I n a phone c o m v e r s a t i o n , a f t e r r e c e i p t o f t h e above, Lawrence s a i d 
he r e c a l l e d a n o t h e r i n c i d e n t t h a t concerned t h e accuracy o f t h e M-
18 s i g h t . "A German l i g h t t a n k , p r o b a b l y w i t h a 3?mm gun, was ob­
ser v e d a t a g r e a t d i s t a n c e . He e s t i m a t e d i t t o be 3OOO yds and f i r e d . 
I t was "over" and 2 men got out o f t h e t a n k . He dropped 200 and 
f i r e d a g a i n . T h i s round h i t t h e t a n k , i t exploded and went up i n 
fla m e s . I t appeared t h e two men were k i l l e d . " 

K i n d e s t r e g a r d s , 

B e r t O l i v e r 

I n f o . copy: J. C o u l s t o n 


