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. control for special missions, even though they may be locatsd in one or other Corps : %
Area, In such cases the Gorps Commander concerned will be informed of what powers of

- and make all arrangements for the successful carrying out of his task or tasks in +the
“most Intimate copsultation with the commanders in whose Sectors he is preparing to )
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ls The First Army front is divided into three Corps Sectors under American, French

and British Command respectively. The Corps Commander in each Sector is in execubive o
command of all troops of all three nationalities who are operating in that Sector. -
The only exception is in the cases where formations or umits are retained under Army ’

command (if any) he may exercise over these Army reserves (see also last para)e In
every other case, without exception, if the Army Commander allots formations or units
from one Corps Sector to another Corps Sector then the formations, or units so allotted
come under complete operational commend of the Sector Commander in whose area they are

operatinge ST i

Administratively however the parent Corps will of necessity rebain some I'espohs:ii)ﬁﬂi-,
ity for supplies and maintenance, except in the case of prolonged absence.

2. The Army Commander wishes this principle to be made quite clear to all commanders
of formations and units. Once a formation or unit has been ordered from (say) 5 Corps
to come under orders of (say) 19 Corps, then after the move is complete the Commander
S Corps (in this parbicular instance) has no right whatever to issue operational orders
to the unit concerned so long as it remains awgy. :

Nor has the commander of the formation or unit concerned any right whatever to move
his unit about imdependently without orders from or even reference to the commander
under whose orders he is placed, whabtever may be his nationality. No one would dream ]
of so acting within his om army and similar standards will be maintained in Allied !
Armies. It is not only a matter of courbesy, but of success or failure of our whole
campaigne ‘ . #

, A serious instance of independent and entirely unco-ordinated action has recently
led to a premature attack followed by subsequent withdrawal. The German cannot be
beaben by such haphazard methods, and there must be no more cases like this, :

. &

The Army Commander is deéply concerned at the lack of close co~operation in some
instances between British and French, or Americans and Frenche. Language difficulties
are chiefly to blame, but 'hhey must be overcomes . . . . e s

3,. The case of a formation in Army reserve 1s:rd:1_fferent‘ ‘ »

It may well be located in a Corps area, bubt even so if remains d:x_rectly nné;er ,pera«-
‘tional control of the Army Gommander unless and until hé releases it or delegates con=
trol of the whole or a portlon of it to a subordinate comminder. : -

The Commander of the reserve formation will however carry out his recon.nalsse.nce

operate —= so that when the time comes, he receives the maximum support from his own
a.rd every other possn.ble source.
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