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HISTORICAL RliPQR'l'S (.As Directed AR 345-105 aDd Chace ~ 
1. 826th.AJJPHIBI.A.t1 TRJDl'QR m was or1c1Dal.ly orpDized as 826th T.l). 


Bn 15 Dec '41. unit was orpJdze4 traa .\Jlti-'l'Uk Batteries of 26th F.}.. 

Brigade; 75th and 76th F.}.. Reets. unit nceiTed bMic tDC aDd D81L8Uver tDC 

as T8.Dk Destroyer Bn. . 


b. 826th TaDlt Destroyer BIl wu re-4eeipatec1 826th .wm 'rrae 
. Bn at JQRT IRD CALIlI'. orCanizecl WIl.. 'tlo 17-125. l26. 127. 29 April '44. 
Trained as »nph TraC Bn 29 J.pr '44 to Auc 5.. '44 at which tiM tJait departed 
Fort Qrd to Staging .Area for overs... operaticma. Departed U.s.A. 15 AU& '44,. 

c. 826th »nph Trac BI1 arrincl at LIS NB:mGS ATJCIRAtft I.SUNDS 
19 Sept '44. )'ran US NmROS. this unit staced 00 1.11 aJIId they. atch4 
to 1st Cavalry Div took pert iJl LI!'l'Z CAIIP.AIGN•. CO.1 rell.Ted trca l.K!"S 
CAUPAIGN 29 Dec '44. Participated iJl ~iDga 20 Oct '44. 'I'M Ba (-1... A 00) 
remained at US NlIDR<B till 18 NoT '44 at which time it moTC to Al'fAB _ 
GUINIA and were Atchci to 43rd Int' DiT ~ 11-1 (~) OpC"aticm. tJBit tra1M4 
Inf" perSODDeJ. to assist ia eDlargiDg 826th for t,uzoa laDdiJlS. lI3rd Iat Div 
used their .-ph X1t Tehicles to supplement those of 826th jJaph 'tractor BD (00 B) 

2. The 826th _h Trac BIl (Prmoualy 826th'teD. BIl) ".. CCIIpOeed 

origiDal.ly of ReeerTe Officers. cadre of U.s. IJ!III¥ officers, ad eali.ted 

JI8D ccepoee4 of Regular J,;rr/I¥ D! Cadre aDd r ...1JI4er or lII8Jl reoe1ncl both 

tran ,Induction aDd TraiDiDg Centers.. 


3. 00 1.1- 826th jJJ1ph Tractor BI1 as a separate ~. atch4 to lat 

Cav Div lande4 troops in LI!'l'E on A Da7 B hr am was activel.7 ...eel ill 

the campeigJl wi t'b. the 1st Cav Div. X Oorpe aDd SIl'l'B J,J!'Iq. for the durat10a 

of Cempai8n. K1ssioDS included supply hauling, hauling ot casualties, 

and supplemental laDdings of troops on CRI)O, PBII..IPF.mI ISU,NtB. 


4. 826th.AWH TRAC BDin 11-1 Operation, ~ OD WZON S-Day 
H hr and continued operation in Capture. qoJIBolidation. aDd aecuriD6 
LDZON, PBIL!PPINE ISLANIS up to al1d includiDg cesaation ot organized 
resistance 30 ;rune '45. 00 1.11 rejoined aDd participated after 'Zl .1aJl 45. 

5. The mission of 826th AMPHIBIAN 'TRlOI'OR EN (see J'O #2 826th ~ 
Tractor En 19 Dec '44.) . 

a. 826th.AWH TRACTOR EN passed to ccmtrol ot SIrl'H ARAY 
effective 20 NOV '44. En less COJnpallY Able was simultaneously atchd to 
,I CorPS. and re-attached to 43rd Division. The En moTed to AITAPE, 
NEW GunlEA 18 NoV '44 aDd prepared for landilig and -invasion Ullder direction 
of 43rd Division. BIl was augmented- by 13 additional tractors (L'V'l'-4) 
which were to be operated pertly by Inf"antry Troops taken trom 103. 169. 
and 172nd Infantry. .Alnphibian Tanks (12) (LVT-4) were also atchd tor 
purpose of landing. Realistic practice landings, firiDg at water borne 
targets,. and a school for the men atchd for the landing were held UD:ler 
direction of the BIl. 27th Dec '44 826th Amph Tractor BIl participated 
in full scale practice landing at AlTAP.I. }r.EW'GUINEl. Vehicles were 
re-fueled and re-l06ded on six (6) separate 1ST's for transport to LUZON, 
PHILIPPDDI! ISLANIS. Left 28 Dec '44. 'Ihe En was divided into 3 separate 
groups for the landing. 1st platoon was under control ot l69th Infantry 
and Given mission to land l69th on White Beaqh TWO (2) LINGjYEN GULl, 
and to transport troops inland as far as the SAN 7ABI.A.N, DAMORI'IS RR 
TRACES. The platoon then to revert to Bl'Jachmilster WHITE BEACH 2, UDder . 
533rd EB&SR. 2nd Platoon 826th AMPHIBIAN TRACTOR EN was given mission to 
land lO,3rd Infantry 3rd IIU'l'Il3IACH 3. LINl.AYlIN GULF. Immediately upon 
landinc the 3rd Bn the vehicles of 2nd Pla1; were to remain e.t tree line 
and as 2nd 'nn l03rd Inf came ashore in L04's and LCVl>'s the 2nd Plat 
was to load tla.em in their vehicles and proceed torward as rapidly as 
possible, aDd transport troops of 2nd ED 103rd Inland. Reconnaissance 
was to be furnished by 2nd :sn 103rd Int. 2M plat was to remain with 
103rd until released by Reet Comir. 3rd plat 00 IBI 826th Amph Trac Bn 
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was giva mission ~ l·ndigg troops ~ usualt waves 172J1d IDtutr, 
WBITB BBACH 1. mGAYJ:N GtJU'. piocee4 ialaad 88 t~ as SAN J'ABUN namns 
HR TlWZS. and moTe tor.ard W 1Jl1Ual olkjeotl.... U poulbl.. tJpcm releaae 
b7 172Dd Rtt8t ec-!r the ,3rd Plat _ to rnvt'to ooatl'Ol of 533 E I8R em 
WHITE BlU.CH 3 tar "nloMh lg of abipa ud 081"&0 ad help ..tabUeh 4..­
Oh 'trHI'1'I BUm 3. . 

b. 29th J'an '45 826th AJIph '!'rac JIll ... g1Ten m..aloa of surcl1IIa 
1JI8tal.lat10D8 I CORM area. ud .,pp1ag up of miscellaneous ,-.p U'Jd.W _. 
pueed 1a or181Ml. taking ot 11"OW14. 00 B 0I1.5S·1 ]7 re118Ye4 72'1- .. 
!'l"actor JIll ot tbU r-.poulb111V. 00 B 826~ .IJDpb. 'l'raotar ... alao took 
over control at l50th GUerilla 8q<bl to uat.t• .,..i.101. of ~ 
500 GWIIrrilla 0'. ad 1M. •• or1.8fMJ~ 1JIG1.1I4e4 1AMliiflII, l."I'JI\I!Ilf, 
m..t.AISIS. ROAnM, PARUSINAN. Reapoaal1d.UtT Uk.. cmtr S ,., '10. 
00 ',A.I ua1ped BU. II PerU-tar gqar4 .. ot'4,"b 'ID. :ana ',.WeI 
loaal bridgea. ra1lrClad. tillUC.. roM __.1_ ucl lIMe • BI'l-prope. 

. . oa 4 JIU'Ch '45 826th AJDph '.L'rIIC BL .. _fta JI1aal_ of cl.eu1IIB 
bT-,....ed ;rapa traa CABARtJAll BILL ...... P»aAIDIP. Co II.I ('iNa .... 
pert.ter peNOimel) plus 107 GUl"Z'1llu ftca Co A 5~ BL 2al a..P at 
IW.ASIQUI. P.A!DA8I1Wr wre .."..4 tJut job. Jl5,.aal- ttindMW 19'" ,~. 

lJDit coat1..a to pard bridpa ad bnallatio.a u4 pad'.. 
resuJ,ar patrol 4u107 up to u4 1Jacl1lll1lls 1tIi of ~ 19J,5. 1 *F l'Jr5 
00 ,A. wu PTa tile JI1N1_ of sur41as LICD. UINO, RlSAI.t !!(IIU.... 
UDR DIVA ~ bca 1atlltn.u.s·;ra,. .willi .... Ira ..... 
IDINSULl lUll b.f.paaaec1111J18 .mas Jm1ta ~ 11M AIffDGLO __ ... 
had beea _t oft bJ' IJltaa1or7 Dirieicma 1& '-10 .... .At,.....1 ~ tJda 
operaUaa wldob with JRtrol8 SAd MlUtar7 JIolloe c1att. lMJu... __... 
BAY .mil 1r88 the lat JIll let 0 'Do.-l QMrri.lla ........n*. 

826th BIt. coD'tiDued Bric!se u4 1utallati.aa .... 11» to -' 
1ac11diJlg 30 J\ID8 '45 at which 101M the UJIOB QAElAJDII' 0111••4. 

6. '1tae 826th AJIlIHIBDlI 'fRAO'l'Cm .. (leu 00 -AI) lui... II.'tl'd Dlria1ca 
Initial uault waTM oa Whit. Beaohea 1, 2, ,. BM0U8 1. 2, " .... 
located SAN J'SLUI aJIIIl north. Co B 1810 Plat J."'e4 l.69th nat Reef;· aa 
WHITE BlWlH 2 at H-hour, S-.day f'raIl 2 urr'S. !!I.e. let PlatOClll ladecl 
as scheduled a.cl moved e1eme:ats of 169th Weatr,y b'·" to • 'rraGb. 
diSlDOWlte4 troopa aJI4 , ....iete17 r8ft1l'ted to ccmtro1 of 533rd • I: • 
88 approx1aately H - 2 bra. 2nd Plat 00 IB' 826th", 'rraO .. ' ....... 
10,3rd IDfutr,y 3rd BIl White Beach 3 trClll 2 IBT'. at B-bDur. I-cSa7 uI 
proceeded appradmatelJr 400 yds iDleDc) to tree 11De where tbq be1W. 
unloe4ed 3rd Bl ad wa1ted tar 2nd BIl lO,3r4 to load trail 1~_ LeII'. 
aDd LOVP's. 2JId JIll loaded at approx B-2O eM procee4e4 lmlu4 cU.noti., 
SAN lI'.ABIAN. SAN J'.AOINl'O. RecODDa1aeance .. put out bJ' :z.l • wt wu; 
too thih tor bUild veb1cles. thiD17 &11ICIr'ed•.oerry1.Its ap~ ~ DltIla'l;r)Ma 
each. 8 of loft's became mired dcnm 1a rice pa441ee appl"QE ODe-ilalt 
(1) miles S OF SAN ~J.BI.AN. Remainder ot veb1c1ee .wed ~~o:rwaN 
al~ roads all of S-dq. 1'he attarDOOJl of s-6a7 wh1l.e proo..,bg aouth. 
south-eaat. two tractors were hit by 4"" en.ti-tuk 1reapGM ( .... 
SAN FAEUN - SAN J'ACINTO rd crosses AEINOI.Am RIVE (COCIm). ~o MIL 
killed•. two DI8D WOUJIded. la~er One 41ed Oil we:r to hoapltal. OIl evea1_ 
ot S-day (9 J'aJa '45) the t~ elemeZlt8 ot 2Dd Plat RIlt iato Bi'Y01l8C 
iIEIed1at~ .e.t ot SaIl J"acinto. Rear el.elalte of the 2D4 Plat (OClIIIlIl"ielJ1S 
those men whoa. tractora ware stuck in rice pacld1es) t~ beach 
perimeter detense. appro,x t mile 3 SAN J'.t8U1f (COORD). ~ D18ht 
lDfiltratiOJl was repulsed and 4 J'aps fOUlllll 4eacl aezt JDal"Id._ trca oar 
U; tire. 10:an '45 2M Plat continued adftJlce em.SAN J".\CIN'l'O w/l.03rd 
l:D1' and hauled 8upplies and troops. Bivouacecl d:uriJIg D1ght of loth J'IUl 
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~'.",. J'wm'O aDd JIlCII:'Diug at'll J'an '45 hauled supplies em troops on­
approach trca SAN J'ACIRrO, JlCZZCla!IO (COCJm). 2nd Plat "'4S released from 
OOIltrel at 103M nat OA 11 :ru ,~ lUll nwr.ed to Wh1te Beach 3 and v:a.s 
_ 1I1IIe0JlffttlOD&l ooJltrol 5331"4 e , SR tor UDloading and hauling 
-.u- tl'c:a 8ld.,.,. 

3IId JlW C. • 82'th ~ Trac BIl la dec! elemuts ot 172nd Int on 'Ifh1te 
1M. 1 at a-1wNr S-dq am proceeded 1Dland wader me41um ¥a'VY mortar tire. 
17a11··1at .... tII'IuIs!8".ed blend to lst ob)eet1Te the Hill Mass approx 

, 	 t...... 1-1e " (coord). '3rd Plat GiaUaue4 with 172Dd Int till approx 
,Ji80 , .. '¥ at 1iIh1u ... tbe7 proceeded 'b7 road haIl:RABON (coam) to 
'.... VM.~a4 zoeytlrt.. OOJLtrol ot 826tJL MIPh 'a'aetor BD. Morning ot 10 J'811 '45 
b4 "'~e4 to OJcaUcmal Ceatrol 533rd IB'" sa aJIl Wlloaded Cargo am ....u....... UIIdr otatzool. _tire 826*. (-.\) g'.ed 8uppUee and 


.' 	 _ ..... ,.. as.p. .... .533rd Be II SR till reUencl b7 727th .&Ju.ph Trac Bn

'.,,, ...'*~ 826t1a __ 'a'ao BD reftne4 to ooiltrol I OCRII! Ulder 0-4 

......"',~ .r1lrUcee ad 1utal.laU.. as of 29 J''' '45. aD! 

....... , ..........ll- ..... JCCIUI eoDtrol QP to u4 1u1u4bg the end at 


.....J W ,._aD *. uI ClWull.lu ....e gina to 8~t the 8treugth 

, _ ·fII.fI!' ...., .• -WIId"of ·,......-r1lla ~ ..... 1&H4 b~UOl dUV. mop
'. ,.......tf-.~•.",.......-.. !'lie au !lad reQOM1b1l1Q" f~ area DAIICRl'J8,'_'Fill.•.tt'!'..... UJI~........ Bl'lD. BDQI'Hlr ­
~. .~ _. _.:.-" _ ...~~~.~~ r . .,; • _. • ... • 

':,. 1~ .-.u.o••lits. 1IpGD 1ud1aa DUe lMa 2 ad , "'.ipbl.e. 
, .~.._~ 1•••1"- _ DiM .... 1 re1atl~ lJ&IR _ luti.. but JIGE'tu' 
·..·~~t : .........iat q'ftecl ...,s_ for _HIItle4,.-1. tb 1I01'k at".~ ....._* a4 4Z'1'f'1ac tile .hips .0U of P. beaoh. mallts of 
'""~ .¥ !tJfII1 A l3tJl of ~ 1JU charaoter1uc1 V 12 1.u1l pIl fin

',!al' rit~ .......... 1:JIe D1&bt. Snval hftltrat1Dc JBZties .hreatened 

.... ~.~ tldu.ao.hs hIm' with th...~cV;r rece1ft4 MSlislble 
~ ... tie ftat· S *'tea. but IIPGIIl approach to .. 7.&CD'fO Ja-"7 maahiu : 
... _ .tt-tllllJt nn ... aoo_tared. HeaTT t1re as aooaatere4 b7

"...,teL.r.·....m....,. that JIOYe4 lDla4 with the lO3r4 IDta1:r7lte&mat.
"..9~. .. ...... JDJ,L ai_lea 8llCOUDterecl rin•• _chi.. gun, aJd 
\:'_"Wi'~ 1a..u.·~1t7 .... b7..,.8ed J'.pa.... _C'e coraered• 
.s.- ,.. ......... aD ... paUola WBI! relatlTe~ light 8M 8pOl"adle • 
......... et ~ tb'Ja1&h gu. aDd wooded ar.u 1IU ebarae.erlstic of 
fir. e..,aMNcl bT _jIIl"1~ .at ~trol.l• 

...... 

a.' ...... 12 .& I.,...,.
1. ~1d._ 'l'ftctare and '1'aDk8 BlUSt mut~ support each 

..... .ner ..~ boa1;1le~. ft'actore -..t BOt b. rUIl lDland _lout 
ftn all wo, ·••at a4er ~ ooJl11t1cma. . 

'. 
,. !net...... JIIOTe Wh.n lBlaD.d by boUJl4a _/oyer watching 

ft1W trca .ap;parUJig tftcrton u4/or Mnks. 

"3. !'I'aotor8 U'e t1l1Jl sldDDed vehicles and wl.D.erable to 
__ Un at cal. larger tan ad including 50 cal.. 

c 	 . 

II. ft'aotan ,.hCNld n.Ter be'used tQ traDSport In:tantrJ or 
other Sl'OU4 =-00.- 1J1lua4',w1thout 'risible OOnDect1J:lg files and adequate 
reoon..:tuaJloe. !'O do 80 Ia eu1c1clal to both _hiele and crew8. 

5. ~bl.. personnel should always be consulted as to 
..,.b1llUea of L"'s b;y IJtt ec-Jr or ally other o,.,.,.ncJer under whom they 
are warld.JW. toes of equlpaent, men, and inefficient operatioriaJ. support 
1a 1Den_ble 11 supported CCIIIZIUders and ofticers attempt to take over command 
8DIl 41ota•• IlisslQJU1 Without ad'rice t~an tra1ne4 JJDphibian. Personnel. 
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6.· lIIlch Bn and 00 III abDuld ~ char... unit pr.....t 

at CP's in order to tacilltate cbarsb.! of radio batteries w/out rUDDi 326 
of 'trac~or motc:ra to charge ~ . .. 

7. It continued use of traotor8 1. anticipated by taotical :plan. 
ef'ter the 1mtiel landing; 8~part1Jtg or4Da:llce ad rapid S'9~ .at par1:a 
should be :reds aftilable. y,rte.l1t7rate at JltK"ts wheJl opant1aa on goaDd 
DdS8ions i8 tremeI:l4oua. An exper1encec1 .-ub1aa JIotGl! ottieer aboul4 be 
consultad as to probable Deeds as CODCUll"M4 the p:roJ088Cl 1I1..1ea. 
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