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8357 TATK DESFROYXR BATPALION T
Lo _ ‘ .

Gemp Canmpsll, Kentueky
1 Keroh 1944

Histery of Organisation, |
The Adjutant General, !fuhhgfma 25, I_D. G.

um.m.g $eneral, XXiI Cerps, Camp ammu; Ian'tuck;.

Ix uccordance vith Par, 110 {1) AR 3454105, the following history

of the B2B%h Tank Destroyer Jatialion for the yesr 1943 Ly submitied:

- Lstter, Headquarters, Army Ground ]
- {5 Muy 1942) 5 May 1943, suthorised for its soivation,

&, Origisal Ualt:

(1) Designation: 836%h Tamk Destroyer Battalion
| _
(2) Dste of Organizati'?m 10 August 1942

{(3) Plaoe of Ormizatfien: Camp Graber, Oklahoms - R
(4) Aatharity for Orga;hifutlan: Ioottef. War Department, AGO,

AS 330,2 (30 April 1943) NR-MO-X, dated 5 Nay 1942, comstituted the

825%n Tank Destroyer Battaliom (thSﬁf Frz%%)'v%su(lﬁniﬁ:ﬁ} 'ei%;;!'
FOooE, o ls

(5) Seurces from which personnel was sbisined:  Officers'

Cadrs, OB, Yort 85111, Oklahemn; ¥nlisted Cadre, 774th Tank Destroyer

Buttalion, Pert Jackeen, Somth Carolink; Inductsd Inlicted Perxonmal

from Fort Devens, Massachussetis, Fort Oglethorpe, Oeorgia, and Yors . -

MePharson, Qeorgis, ‘ .
¥. Changes in Organization: The 838th Tank Destroyer Battalion wae

reorgaaized 12 July 1943, at Canmp Heod, Texas im ascordmnce with 20 18.38,

dated 7 May 1843, Authority: Letier, File Number 330,2/013.0NFD0, Headquarters, |

203, Osmp Hood, Texas dated & July 1943, %abject: Reorganization of Task- -
Destroyar Battallens, S o : Lo

&¢. Strength, Sommissioned and Bnlisted:
(1) At beginniag of Pertedi Qfficers  Enliyted Mea
38 861

N e
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BEistory of Organigation {.825& b i§) Battalion),

{2) Fat imersase asch iﬂ‘éﬁthé L

(3} ¥et Decremse wsoh Houth:

.
A

{£) At eng or Perisd:

&« Siailoms {permanent u} toaporary) of wnis or

)

(1) szarioy

Camp Gruber, Okla Firmmt)
Uaup Bowle, Texan (Permanwnt)
Camp. Hood, Texms {Pernanent)
Omnp PRillips Kans (Perannant)
Devils Iaie, ¥.3. (Temporary)
Gawp Fhillips, Xany (Permannnt)
Tena Maneuver Arsa (eaporary)

b
o 3

CLfiicars

45

Arrival

10 Aey 42
27 Jan 42
24 ¥ar 43
19 July 43
14 Aug 43
23 Sept 43
11 ¥ov 43

varts therest,

Jevarture
28 Jan 43
24 May 43
1?7 July 45
11 Avwg 48
20 Sept 43
? Hov 43
31 Dee 43
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2. Tarehest

Ox the merming of 10 Awgust 1943, the B354 Yk Pwstreyer Jatislien
set oul frem {amp Phillips, KEsnsas, sn & long Jowrney e North Duketa; luvht
snly & skeleten srov behind, (Autherity: Par. 18, fpsaial Ordere 188,
Sendquarters, Oamp Phillips, ¥ansas dated 9 August 1943). Ths datialion had
Been assigned the task of relleving the normens sherdage of sivilisn lader
W lending sssistance t¢ the harvest of the 1943 Mﬁ 4yey. It was Mt the
first tine that memders sf the armed foress had dosn mihhtmiethamr

%o reliswe the sritioal biens of pralunh ok ha virtus &f ok
aatisal erisis; and tht’:’:u 'd s:‘:l’i‘:ﬂtﬂ g ‘:-.cu spiris of t:u

Aserioan soliter: *Te ba ready for i n& 211 emargunsise® .

The leng motor convey iate ¥he Nertiwest vas acvomplished witheut mise
- hap, in 8 period of feur (4) days. On the first day of e trip, the wenther wes

. alwar and warm, snd the fiftean (15) mile moter celumm traveled sver hard warfased | |

- yoade, Oenszally spesking, these rosds were in very good osaditfen; Wt several
gtretehns of paved highway wers sncommtired, which shaved svidance of neglest,
by ithe existenes of numerous holss and ruts, vhich in sows instences muds driviag
hazardons. A% 1915 dours, the Dattallea arrived at Jelwbus, Nedbraska, snd
Pivounoded on the sutskirts of the eldy. Tie fotal rumder of miles tmohl oR
tha fived day of the trip, was two Mndud mm{ns)

. e Jowuraey was resumed on tht following merning at OO0 hom. with
Madisen, South Dakota, as the destimsiion. As the sonvoy moved sut ¢f Solunbus,
he weather was comparatively mild, and the men were iz high spirits, it 1000
hours however, ihe meroury began o drcp steadily and high winds developad,

the 4ime the colvmn halted fer the moom mewl at 1300 howrs, it Xal become

Ritterly sold, and the winds had reached gale force, After luneh, Vhe sonvey
moved on onee more with the coxbdimation of ¢eld and Nigh winds waking driving .
senditiens difficult for the moi whe were eperating pesps snd metorayiles, ™
slements 314 not daspan the spirits of the mea hevever, and the savaloads fisally -
arrived in Nadison a§ 1858 howrs. It comented to rain imecdistsly upexn arrival,
asd local sutheritiss spened the State Armory, snd turned 1t over to ihs datialis
for the xight in srésr thad the men ltq:ht be sheltersd frem the storm, :

After a night of welcome rest, the dattalien sat sul ence more at 0700
hnus. Muaisd for Parge, Forth Daketa. As on the secend day of thw triy, wou$l
of the youds sncewntersd were 4irt, and all of them were in sxselleat sondition. = |
1% rained during mest of {ie dayi Wt the mo Bigh merule was elsariy in evidensa. |
A% 1800 hours convey reathad Farge and precesied te the Falr drcunds vhere !
tndreds of oivilian spectators Ind gathered, watching e men pileh thair mm
for $he evening. ¥han this had bees astomplished the wen vere Eisslussed for the
avening, and sat ok %o zes the sighis of Ahis Sown, of whish $hey had Meard asd
rend so much, The fasilisien of the MHOA were {hﬂi at “ﬂ:::r umul.‘fu the A1
svan and several soeial and fraternal orgenisatisne mrranged an ﬂnh:
of o::grhh-ut for the men, The tetal mil for the thiri’w of t!u tﬂp i
was listed an two hundred snd thirtr seven (‘% unilss. :

On the nerning of 14 Aingust at OF00 hom. ® L. WK K. :mm Cd
held & mesting of a1l members of the dDuttallan ani instruated them in the uhm-_ s
whish would Be follewed during the harvest senson; impressing spon She Reabders of .
the sommand, the tunmlni Superianes of the task whioch mumam thu aﬂ :




 appreximately ems million (1,000,000) qm of golden vhent, waiting te Yo shecked, B
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Fige ¢, ar‘. Xistory of Organisation (838th 29 mm;m)’

mix uﬁ sax o give hig hnt afmu 1% emr 7 umnth he i&niu in

s maaner thal vould bring oredii So the srpwnizstisn, Iasediztely theresfiey,

the badtalion wms ddvided fate sowpanisd snd platuons sal woved Lo werk sempe g
ix five {8) ditferant sovatiest Csnpemy *C* o Fenz, Stavivesther and Zdmsre in :
Sansey Opusty: Cosvany *3* to Gande in Towner Cownty and Zelette ix Rolatte Qountys.
thirdy (30) »ilen fren the Uasadiax Wrder; Usmpany *4* at Rugdy in Fleves Gownty;
nmmammmnum&wmmmum&wm E
Yho ¥ar Nemsrial Fuilding 4n Devil's Geke wns dhosen s \he site of Watialion
basfzourters, nad the siliVazy sepech of the harvest seasen was ds foll wwing ﬁth

The nen waded inte Shair Sesk with & viger Shat Wolied thely somplete i
iomapeySonse in the predlen of farming, snd $Halr resulis seon amssed the wmn o
whont farmers with whon thay ware werking, 7The luwg Bours of werk and avdeous
saiire of thelr Jod ware noon forgetien ins u apiris of viwiry was developed
anong She warinus grovps af men mﬁiuwu different farms, YThin spivié wae yaioi-
1y rewsrded ¥y leesl Warinsss werehants and Praternal srgsuisationy, via sdded
aidditional shizuiug to Ve &rive, W ofﬁﬂm warious peines to Ssume whieh sdennp-
1ished She ment wverk, Nov wall ke batialion Puifilled Sheir purd of the darvent
is sptly demonstrated By sintiation \Mﬁ ware sosplilad By the ¥, t. Dlatriet
Mgloyment Agent,

Figuress for mnnthafmu relansed W&!. 0%, MEEMES, N
Bsstulion Commander, shoved thas in the 'sixtesn (16) dxy peried frex 18 Awgwet t¢ |
31 Angwat the meaders of ¥ Batinlion shooked s tetal of forty<swven thowesnd
(47,000) sores of vheat, Nreaking Shia down inte Varms of the {nlividual, sash
mun 4n $he ergenisation shocked sighty-ihres snd a delf (B28) nores, Pertiwy -
Aigseomiing Sundays ssd yainy days on whioch the men asnld mt werk, the aoidiers
of ¥hs SBEEDL TD Batialion avereged Sust under Sve (3) sures of wvhent per bowr, or -
foor per sent (44) lam thas & vorker with ten (10) years! sxperience souid um!iw_;;

¥hile the prinary -mm of the battalicm vas te asei st in Sthe Jarvesi,
they soatriduted their servises in ether flelds of endeaver, wvhich wers e prove .
beneficial 0 the Goversment, In conjunciion with $he launchisg of the third
{8rd) War Bond Drive, ten {10) enlfstel men of the orgenivation, wnder the’ e
Sirestion of 122, 1, GUY A, XEAUDINE, sppesred =% the Lake Theatre for fewr (4}
days, In ax original siage predustion watitled: "Ton's Let This Happen be Oy lcyu'
*he play, whish depioted thw pessidiiiiles of what oould exslly hapen to evw .
fighsing mn Lf Vhay were posriy.ar imadsguately sguipped, sttracied thousands ef
sivilisns o each performance, The grim reslity of the ncenes Sousbed a mmtt‘u
shatd §% sach sudlence, and was nmnr wmmnu. for the sils of thowsands of -
unm worith of ¥Wnr Xonde, ‘

Aspther euistonding ummmt o7 the battslton during thely ww NS
18 Noreh Deveta, wet She Termitiss of & Fatialien Neuspuper, The puper entitled =~
Astlen Yrant wes uthﬂutlm:r redeived by Yoth Lhp men and v efvilian ' ‘
populstion, of the vurious wities and tawns vhers the men wers statiomsd. 14 :
helpsd 4o comeni Uhe stremg Yand of frisndsdiy Shat hed sprung up bebwean e |
soldiars snd the oitisens vith vhex they hed come in centast. s great v the -
intersnt of tiw sivilisnwpulation ix the Jowraalistie mimhﬂ it m 'ha.tml'
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Fhat ne & parting gesture of appreciation, the Wusiness sonserns of Tevil's

baks wivntarily sentrimted funde in order that the firet printed sditlen

- night Mo prodvosd sef laft telind ws e a scuvasir,  Thus the B8R o9 dobtullon -
begees probubly the first Tank Destroyer Hsttalism, % sver producs a fally o
priated and Lllustrated sight nage mswspaper. jesion Yyont wea founded under S
the supsrvision of 157, LY, ROBYED ¢, FASTON and ia odiied by Enlisted Ken of
the srgapisation. The batislion was tendered & sinzpuler homor when the Stats
Historisal Library of thw oapitel ef North Inkota; wwardsd the navepaper &
persansat file in 18z archisves in ordpr Le perpetusks the hiclory of the B2BEA
TH Bsstalien and in sppreeiation of the cusstsnding services rendered to the

%tate in & verled of matiomal smergeney .

e sltizens, themselves, whowed iheir appresintion in a nmok wore
persesnl mamer. They opensd their homes S svery mesber of the erganismaiion’
and ahowered ths soldiers with & simcere display of kospltalisy Sdat will sever
e forgetisn, Collestively, they staged wany sesial fonetions in omar sf the
batialion, aad individually Shey entorinined swell gvoups of the wer in hely ,
Bomes, The loeal Amsricen Legion Pest held u dauce st the ¥ar Nemorisl Snilding
for the san, the susic being fwrniehed by Wit Thoma and his watlonally fawws
ordhwstra. & second dance was alse held, under the susplcen of the Pevil's lake

Chanber ol Ooumsrce, with prives being awvarded to selélers whe weluntesred thafr

sarvioes ss exterisimsra, for the svening, Ae s fina) gesture, the ensire

Sattallon vas favited o attend the ovening gpume of 88 logs) high sehool foetdall |

soacon At the supsts of the ¢ity,

Om Swmdny, 19 Septeader 1943 the batialion asknevisdged the hospitality
of its gresious hosts By staging & parads snd formsi Netrast, The pernde wes .
witneaned Wy thousards of spectatars who had come from miles arowsd te sxtend o
last fend farewell to the seldiers, whom Shey affectionstely referred %o s :
*ur Bays®, With the last falst steains of *Yo the Celers®, the surtelis yarng
down ex & plensant chapter In $ha Nistery of $hile erganizetion. :

On 20 Suplemder 1943 $he Pattelion gosmenced their returen triy te
Guep PRLilipe, Xensas. Rehind thes lay the Narvest af 1ME, anl the Xnowledge
thint they had spewvered their comatry's eall in ar wwrgendy. Thelp niscion
had deon mscomplished, and the wee were prowd of & Jo¥ that had beun Vell Dene,

The day of departure, vas sharseterived By Syviesl fall wealher
bolng Wisk snd slear. The retwrn trip was very eimiler in all respecte, $o
the originel Jowrnay with the sune stops Being meds in transpesed orider,

Tollowing 1a ha lag of wnch day, with weather and road sonditions

out) fands

' Piret Sey ~ Devila Iaks, North Dakota fo Fxrge, Forth Deketa «
mileage 180 « wenthar Mrisk and slear. Bivouwnc at Yalr Srounds in Perge, Yorth |
Dekets 2t 1343 hours, |
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" 7age By Kiatory of Orgenteation (8354h  Satsalion)

.

# Ssdond Dey - Fargo, Worth Ba'mts, to hﬂsnn. Seuth MM - tetal
siles 237 « Bivouse st Mudisor, Soutk ihkat« at 1850 hours.

Third Day - ¥adisgn, South nmm to Colwdus, ¥ebosska mim
At 1ES8 hours - Biveuvaved at Oity 3;593:&11 Fark - Nlleage 212,

Fourtk Iay « Colusbws, rotmqim te Canp Fhillips, Kensss « arrived o ‘
at 1900 bours « Wileage of 41h day 19 . total mileage of round trip 16!6. el

i . ".i‘
|

. Campaigna: None ;

£e Inttleon ‘0“

k, Conmanding nfﬂ«r in 1m:unt engsgenantu:  Epne
1. ZLostes in agdiont Mﬁeqr: asd Kaut  Xosie

. Js Torner and preasmt mhm why ve itninguhm Mlclwl h
action} : .

(1) Soldter's Medal wae m:r&u 17 May 1943 o ﬂomﬂl
Sylvester M, Heif (Vhes Privete) 17084984, Compaxy "6%, BRESH Tank Dewtreyey
lathliu faxr bersiss &1lsplaysd at Gm M. Taxne, on 4 Avgust 1943,

X. PFhotoprnphe of wersounsl, : uyormt wesnes or sventit Yone

T BT s pemi i e AR 2t e L

For the Commanding Gfficer: ! .‘

POGR B, HE
! M'o ¥ hﬂﬂi ,b -k;.
‘ Adfutmnt,




