STOUMORT ACTION

"A" Co, leas the 8nd Platoor and Maintenance section,attached
to the 3rd Battalior, 119th Infentry, entered JTOUMONT ,BELGIUM,
about 181800 Dec 44. At that time through the evering darkness
the cat-eye lighta of an unknown gnantity of enemy armor was
ebserved amd their metor purred about 1200 yerds South Eaet eof
the tewn. Immediate reconnaissange for gun positions was made
and the 2 platooms, the first umder Lt THOMAS SPRINGPIZLD amd
the 3rd oader Lt NARD JAQOBSON, weat inte positioms East, Seouth
aad West of town as shewm by attached sverlay. Twe belts of mimes
were laid ik a hasty field by the Iafentry or the road leading
to Lt GLEIZE as indicated om the averlsay.

At appreximately 2300 the Germams pert ammall vehiole Weet
toward sur limes alomg the maim read leading into 3TOUMONTI It
advanced almost as far as the firat mine field, halted and then
withdrew without suffering asy damages. At about 0230 the morming
of 19 Deo 44 the same maruever was attempted bnt thie time the
vehicle, a Jjeep, hit e mine amd was destreyed. :

About 0500 Germam armor, led by a Bk V tank and infantry
launched a determind attack om 3TOUMONT, The early wornimg
darknéss was imtensified by a heavy feg which made it impossible
teo see through the telescopic sights im the towed 3" guns. Al-
though & re; ueet was mads of the imfantry for mortar flares te
assist ebservetion at sighting targets, this re nest was denied.
¥With foot treeps the leed teank moved aleng the main highway leadin
to STOUMONT uetil 1t reeached the firet mimae barrier at whigh
time the tamk parsonael with the aid of fleshlipghtas remeved
first mines. Private Sunchez threw a hand greaad at these GCermans
and thelr return fire from autemetioc weapesns drove Pvt Brinkoetter
frem the 30 Cal KG with which he was mbout te opem fire, woundimg
him 8lightly. The tumk them moved through the mipmes flanking
No.1 gun en 1ts right «rd ea the gua could not fire on the tamk
or move to pesitione from which it oceuld fire, the crew was
ferced to withdraw. The tamk comtinmued. itn advance, turniag of?f
the read te the North, then driviug West perallsal to the main
highway uatil Bo. 2 gue was flaaked and its crew forced to retire.
At thie time Ne. 3 gua adjusted its pesitiea so that it could
cever the maim road jumctier and No. 5 moved to the alternate
goaition ohown or the everlay marked "A" where it covered the

erth bhramck of the highwa§ and road jumetion. The M V returned
to the highway and moved slowly %West aatil it reached the road
Janction, where it waz fired upom Nr. 3 gun. No damage %o the
tank was dome as all ohets ricecheted c¢ff the freat eof the
glacier plate. The tank then spened np whth NG amd 7%mm HE knock-
ing ocut the 3" gum. At absat 0$30 with light cenditiers improving
the tamk edged forward and came within range of We. 5 gun amd a
90mm AM gun on the right flank. Both opemed fire at the same
time and the tank burmed,

By this time enemy srmor had left the main highwey znd was
attenpting to flank the town from the 3outh and North. Enemy



infantry emall arms fire uponm No. 4 gun and oraw foraed the orew
to withdraw, No. 6 gum beoame enganged in a fire fight aand after
Rolding infamtry off for some time with small arms fire the
‘Germann tank suddently appeared around the South West corner of
the cememtary and kmrocked out the 3" gum with HE, This tank them
continued West between guns No., 6 & 7 automatieally flanking amd
coming into the rear of 7 & 8 guna which were umable to swing
arround for their preteotion.

During the actien fire from tanks amd large calibre asgault
gung had been moderate. After all guns had been meutralized amd
frieandly infantry wa: withdrawing from the towm at about 0930,
iastructionas were given go withdrsw im all vehicles that could
be removed.



