After Action Against Enemy Report

NO 1
PRUGi11 131400 June 44
TO :302400 June 44 .
UNIT :823 rd TANK DRSTROVEREL
PLACE: FRANCE, 477694
TIME $201000 July 44

MAPS: FRANCE
1% JUNE 44

18t L$., IRVIRG R, POLEY, Liaison OFFICEK No 1,landed in FRANCE
with the Coimand Elenent of the 30t: Infantry Division,

24 JUKS 44 . .

Onit minus tue 3rd platoons of "A" anc “BY Companies Gisembarked
at OMAHA WHITE FOX begoh at 0612 arxiving Transit Area Ko:4 at
0800.Departed 0835 and arrived at Initial Area "A* (30) at 1015,
About 1400 Captain SAFUEL B. SWANSON 1st Platoun "G" Company and
Battalion iiedical Detachment,lost unites,arrived at Initial Area
"A" Jioved to indireect fire positions nesr 505830 at 1445.Pesitions
were fully prepared and Platoon registration started,"R" Company
firing the first round.keconnaisance of roads,bridges and for
direct and indirect fire positions was ‘'made by Reconnaisahce
platoons o Area 530830,557806 ,520706 and 503723, 3rd Platoons
"A"™ and "B" Companies closed into indireoct fire positions at
2243 having disembarked approximately at 1800, -

25 JUNE 44

Period was spent improving indirect fire positions and the
regigtration of "C® Comnany.At 1830 "A" Gompany moved tQ & new
indirect fire position at 633831 and by 2200 was ready to register.
Difficulty in observing shell burst required 130 rounds to
register one Company.One short round from & "B" Gompany gun caused
three (3) casualities in & "B Company security section and
a fourth casualitg occurred winen a Headquarteérs Company enlisted
man was run Oover by a vehlele.Flans were prepared for. the ex-
ecution of the primary mission, -

- 26 JUGL 1944

- "Q" Company fired eignht (8) concentrations for & total of
246 rounds on Division asaigned targets.ist LH.ELLIS W, MO IWNIS
and oene "3" gun and crew from 1st vlatoon "@"Cempany fired two
(2) rounds HE,five (5) rounds AP and twenty (20) rounds CPa
at an eneuy plllbox.The HE d4id not penstrate,exploding on the
outsidc,t:.e AP penetrated golng through both walle while the
CPA seesmed to go through the outer wall exploding within the
building.On order XIX Corps ,unit at 1345 moved to 54273% closing
at 1518 at whion time it wus released frem the 30th Infantry
Division and attached to the 29th Infantry Division. Immediate
regonnalsance for direot fire poslitions was made, Gun Companyes
moved to a poaltion of readyness at 554813 closing et 2200.The
13t Reconnaisance platoon established an 0P and the 1st and 2nd
Reoonnaisanc.. platoons established static outpest lines to £i11l
a gap between the 175tk Infantry Regiment and the 119th Infantry
Regimant,.Gun Couwpanies moved to combat positions after 2200 hours.

27 JUK: 44



27 JUL 44

Yexi d was speny irproving guan positions and Ilelds of
fire with jleconnmisanse plotuons comtinuing %o maintain oubtposte
lines &n gap betweenl78th Infantyy Hegilmant and 119tn Infantry
Rexlment.Unite experienccd tielir firct eneny ar¥illery murtar
and sratl arms five.fencral GERUALDT vwisite! Pattslion 0P and
twe company positions, :

28 JUNL, A4

There was little chinnge In unit pesiticns during perisd
although fleldes of fire weve improved,sevrral gans wers shifted
to better poaltions,guan poeitions perfected with recomnaisance
for Liping position belng otrenionsly pushed ani OFL meintained
by leconnsisane  platuons.18t JT.J00 HeDRUTVH was the Battalions
firet Gificer sasvalty sustaindn: a grenade wound in $ho righd
leg,when an aneharsed body-trapr oxoloded,

Ag delense agelnst a suspected enem: countaer-attack speoinl
piecantionary me asurss in the manndag of direot Pire pomitions
were taken with new poasiticns being prepared for the direvt
aupsert of the advanclwn  Inflantry an Armered Units.There wos no
enanse 1n Reconnalsance platoons miasiony and elements of the
Znd Leeounaisance plsatuen in eonjumetion witi perte of the 110ta
Infantry deglment eunducited a night patrol ia the gan bedween
the 175t Infantry Heglment and 11%9t: Infantry Legiment capituring
seven (7) Germans et 504698 ,prisoners beins handled Wy the 110%h
Infentry Keglment.Unit suff:red slz(6) casualtics b eneu:
shelling,sun fireyeacidant . and battle exhanstiocr,

30 JULL 44

"5" Company meved to me ddrect fire positlons behind the
advancing 115th Infantry leglzent."2" and "O" Cempenles continuned
ti¢ direct support ol the 17%th ani the 116th Infontyry Regiments.
o ohange in the, Ggeormalssance platocns mlssionaslet Lt TEODRS
SPRINGFLELY and and qune 1st platcon PA" Jompany gun flred seven
(7) rounde HE at an eneny OF, $ar results of -fires bein undetorme
inable . Four additionsl casualties wor: suffered durin:. the peried.

feriods eovar frum 700 t0 200 hOUrse
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