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> HEADGU AR TERS /=70 Lua,
{/ 615th TANK DESTxOia BN
Z ‘ AP.0. 758 U.Se¢ AndiY K
?\J\/ ’ From: 0001 ars 1 May 1445 A
A Lo 3 2400 hrs 10 May 19406
dction Against Enemy, Keports aAfter Action/ sifter Action Reports. “
adjubant General, wWashington, D.€. (rhru Channels)
scroygr Bn on 1 lay 1945 was in the genoral vic-
oBerostendorf, Gerlany, attached to the 10lst AZB Div Arty.
Battelion Staff as of that dete:
. Col., GEORGE McCUYCHN
Mpjor HuilBERT MEaTING, JK.
1%t Lt. JOSEPH P. FASULL
pt, RICHARD I. JOHiSOI
Capt. DONALD E. LARINORS
S-4 Copt. SUILIER STHEVELSOU
there was very Llittle combat action during tas ten day period of
this report. 1lost of the period saw the battalion alding the division
in its progran of military govermment in ivs assigned areas. +thc nil-
itary govermment ofticer for the Ratetalion, Captain WICUARD I, . JOHIISOH
set up a program for cvach company in vhe battalion to rollow in coordi- -
nation witn the division program. i<he xen Co of the Batvalion was at- L
tached to the 506th Regt and embarked on wmany road trips resching the o
home of Adolf Hditler in Bercnbesgaden, eventualiy.
%

On this day vhe pattalion minus Ken Co remained in the vic of
Vborostendorf performing military guvernment duties and taking numerous \\
geriion soldders to the Division Pw cage. Men Co moved to Peiving coord
287155 with the oz7 Regt anf toolk 22 Puws who were brougnt vo the in CP &
and laber taokon to wie Pu cege. The pompeny vias notified of 1ts being | %
rolieved trom the 527th Eegt and or ivs being attached to the 506tn Para
se70 of the 101st 4/8 Div.

The battalion was alerbted for a move in the direction ot lumich mnd
accordingly billeting purvics Irom all the companies lert the CP on this
day. £en Co lett Peiting at 0900 hrs moving lis 1n convoy with The .cgt
arriving at an assembly orea at 1800 ars vic of Starnberg coord 6940,
The remainder of the baboslion finished up what military govermaent work
it uad on nend and prepared to move on the rollowing day.

.fhe Batvallon minus Ren Co moved o distance of 60-v2 miles from
Oberogtendort to tne wowns ot Pleneg;, Krallling, and Grafeling. The
Bn CF was set up in the latber towm. Ren Co, meooanwhile, had deperted
from Starmberg ot 0800 hrs with the 506th Para Reyt and reached Miesbach

without opposition. 0CT 24 1049

With the battalion engsged in military government dutiss in the
above mentioned Ploneypr area, Coptain Johnson assigned certain ommo 7 3,2 y
Tactoriecs, displaced persocns comps, sud other loy points to be guarded
by bthe various compasnies. Sone minor difficulties were encountered as
o result of Russian displaced persons znd forced lgborers pillaging and
cousing general disturbancos but these were quickly and off'ectively taken
under control. The attenbion of highor headquarters was called to take
careful note of the Blectrosiechnical Institute which was in operation in

tggiﬁia egy, area and military govermment officers in Munich were also
notiried,
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HEADQUAKL LS
815th TANK DESTROYER Bl
A.P.C. 758 U.S. AKlY

13 June 1945 ~

SUBJECT: Historical Reccrd, 11-31 Liny 1945 inc. %

T0

-

Cormanding Generml, 10lst airborne Division, Att: Division Historian.

1. &t the opening of the period, the 813th Tonk Destroyer Battalion (SP)
was stvill ottached To the 10lst Airborne Division drtillery, .{(7th Army). The unit,
minus Reconnpissance Company, was engoged .in oiding the 10&st Airborne in its pro-
gram of militory government in and sround Wolfratshausen, Germeny. The three firing
componies guarded varicus DP cemps ond factories in the area, while the Bn CP sed
up a nmilitary government office in Deining. Ken Co was still in Bruch, Austria,
atbached to the 506th Para Inf Regt with its most important duties being the guord-
ing of an airficld 2 miles west of DBruch and olso guarding the residence and family
of Reichmarshal Hermann Goering.

2. On 14 lipy 1945, the Battalion, minus Ren Company departed from Deining
and VWolfratshausen and viecinity, and traveled 98 miles, closing in the tovm of
Bud Reichenhall, Z8616 (Nord du Guerrc). Some difficulty was encountered on the
woy dovm zs rogards the Batbalion's M-36s and several of them were delayad in
closing as o result of burned out bogie wheels. Over in Bruch the Ren Company made
centact with the Russian forces easv of the towm.

3. By 15 ligy 1945, the Battalion was settled in Bad Reichenhall with Ren Co
s%ill in Bruch, Austria. The period between 15-31 May sow the battalion engaged in
carrying cub various guard and polilcing duties assigned to it by Division Jrtillery,
and one of the firing companies took over theggumding of an area to which all enomy
vehicles wore being brought for assembly ond storage, (2872180). The same company
slso undertoock to gusrd the bridge at 2848168, During this period, -all men who had
not secn the picture, “Iwoe Down and Une to Go" were sent to sbttend a showing at the
Division Artillery Theatre. The Babttalion Surgeon conducted a physical profile test
of all persomnel in the unit, and a Dontal Survey was also made in the unit, &t the
end of the period, the Battalion was still attached to Diwision artillery and still
located in Bad Reichonhall, with Ren Co still in Bruch, Austria.

4, Hegarding sabotage or atbempted sebotage, there was but one instance

which gave rise to suspicion that some effort might have been directed sgaimnst the .
battalion of that nature. On the evening of 23 May 1945, S/Sg® Oran . Christenbury
of the Transportation Section, while walking through the Motor Park, noticed a new
grensde ring and pin lying on the ground. He checked the trucks i#n the vicinity and
found a thermite grenade placed between the dual wheels of a truck loaded with gas6e
line cans, The effort was a clumsy affair as the truck would probably have thrown
the grenade free whon it started up. Furbther investigation failed to reveal the

identity of whomever pleced the grenade in that position, but the incident was reported :

to all headquarters for their benefit and action.

5. RED CROSS, SPECIAL SERVICE, Iand s ACTIVITIES -- Here in Bad keichenhall,
there is a local Red Cross Club near the Battalion and,in commection with Special
- Service, it stages various programs for the recreation of the troops. In the base~
ment .of the bullding is a PX from which all personnel nmay pay for whebever articles
' they wish to purchase. The Division Artillery Theatre is open to all personnel of

this Battalion and movies are showm twice daily. On one night each weck, the Hed.Cross

shows a movie and alse on a different night holds a dance which is fvee to all. The
fxcelleni Division band puts on some very interesting and entertaining conceris.:
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After Action Reports (Cont!d)

4 April 45 Ren Co coneunucd ivs drive in support of the 506th Para Aebt The

cont!d company departed fronm Hfiesbach and readhed o point neor Stauffen on the
road leading southeast Towards Berchtesgaden at coord 761169. There they
found the bridge blown and defended by about 100 S8 and other Gerian troops.)}
The Para Inf deployed ond crossed the stream and the 813th TD Ren platoons
fanmed out on the flanks to the south aund the eabt. Hen's 1lst platoon book

. 8 Germens and 2 vehicles ond also directed many other Germans to surrendering

_L—)Oll’l'tuo ."h

5 dpril 45 The Bn continued to perform its nilitsry government duties and also
put some time on the maintenance of i%s destroyers and other vehicles as it
had received znotice that it was to move to o point near Wolfratshausen within
the next two duys.

6 May 45 The next day billeting perties from all companies except Ren Co, were
sent,to the new area. lbst of the day was spent preparing for the move and
als0 in turning over to other authorities the information and the records of
duties performed by the battalion in its role of military government in the
Planegg, Grafelfing, Krailling areas.

7 Hay 45 On this day the battalion moved, setting up the batbalion CP in the
: tovm of Deining, Co A in Gelting, Co B in Wolfratshausen, and Co C in Egling.

The Bn rear echelon also moved into Wolfratshausen near Co B. 4again the
Battalion set up a military government in its assigned srea. Guards were
placed on the displaced persous cemp roads and around vital food stores ete.
Some difficulties were encountered as a result of Russisn forced laborers
foreing their way into German homes but in the majority of these cases the
nmatter was brought under control very quickly through prompt action upon
the part of the military govornmentv agency set up within the baltalion.
On this historic day the Babtalion received official notice of Germany's
surrender &o the Allies.

8 llay 45 - Ren Qo .pided in the formal surrender of the German 82nd Corps vic of
Lofer. coord. 7399, at approximately 0700 hrs. L. Gen. felsdorf of the Corps
turned over his pistol to Capt Wayne I, Kudson, FA, commanding Ren Co, 8l3th
ID Bn., Captain Kudson accepted the formal surrender there. One iajor Genoral,
one Brig. Gen, and 4000 men and 400 vehicles constituted the total surrendering
at Lofer.

_ Back in the Babttalion area a German planc carrying spproximately 25

persons, 1 officer, 20 enlisbted men, and £ German Wacs, nade a forced landing

;‘f : near Deining. Immediately the alarm was sounded and there were squads sent
,f; from the Bn CP and the companies to apprehend gll vho tried to escape after
L the landing. A1l 25 were apprehended and Laken %o the Division P cage.
;9 liay 45 en Co was relieved of all duties in the Bercht esgaden srea and departed
to for Bruck, Austria at 1530 hrs, and arrived there at 1800 hrs where it re-

{ 10 Moy 45 mained for the night. 'The Bn CP snd the compenies remained at the some places’
' as mentioned sbovo and continued to perform dutics of mllltury government in
thelr respective areas. Ren Co remained at Bruck,

Thus the Battalion ended actual combat ond settled down to a somewhat
dirferent type of endeavor, namely that of occupation and military govern-
ment. Lhe ten days recorded here, as has been stated previously were slmost
devoid of combat action for the battalion but most historic and world wide
significont ternlnatlng in <he unconditionsl surrender of a foe which this
battallon has fought in lorth Africa, Sicily, Italy, Normandy, France, Belgium,
Alsace, iolland, Germany, and dustria over a period of thirty three months.
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Historical yecord = -sl lay (Cont'd)

within the Babtwalion tne Special Sesvice Oificer coordinates with the athletic
officer ond the PX officer for the best interest of the unit personnel. Yhere
has been estoblished a Bubtalion Baseball toam, track team and boxing teom. -
Froquent I and & discussions are held throughout the Babttalion, v

6. JIraining and kborsle: A training progrem is in effect in the Battalion
consisting of close order drill, calisthenics and hikes and is carried out under A
supervision of the various company commnanders and field officers ef the Batltalion.
Morale in the Battalion was good but its incrense or decrease seems now Lo be
considerably dependent upon the application of wthe point demobilization system in-
sofar as it affects the long verm mcmbers of the unlt, At present, approximately
65% of the unit or about $70 members of the battalion have over the required
numbers of points to return home. 4t least 2/5 of these have over 100 points and
practically all oi them with some few emceptions have been oversess 54 montixs dur-
ing which time they have participated in up ‘Yo six campesigns with a couple of
platoons having participated in seven campaigns. Ilorale in the unit tends to be .
lower when the older members read in the newspapers of menbers of other units with
considersbly less points and overseas sorvice returning to the United Steates with
comparabively little or no consideration being paid to their recerd and accomplish-
nents over g poriod of 34 months. There is an opinion that the Battalion by virtue 5
of its stotus as a separatec unit does not receive the same omount oif condiderabion
a5 & bgbttalion which is an organic part of o division especially in regard to re-
turning home under the point systen.

7. Displcced Persons, war Criminals, Imporuvant Ireasures, Gernon Army: |

, Ren Co alded the 506th Parn inl xest in maintaining order in the i

Bruch, Austria arca, ond alsc assisved in removing large numberso of Pws to the .
stockade., No important wor criminals wore taken nor werc any important treasures 1
or documents discovercd, The rest of the Battalion performed its roucine duties. :

8. Fraternization, and its relacionsnip, if any, to Venereal Discase.

N During the past two nonvhs there has been a sharp increase in Lhe ‘
vencreal rabte in this babttglion, all of thne windicavicns being that the disease
is just as pseFalent, il not more so, in arcas vhere the nen-fraternization policy
exists than in aresswhere it does ot exist., During these two months, there has
been o number of passes to the Nancy,Reims, raris, Rivicra areas. Also, there
have been hundreds of females in the displaced persons category with whom Allied
soldiers were poruitted te associgte. lHen who have contracted tue disease have
in the most part stated that they beceme exposed in rest and recrextion areas. Ir
this is true, then venercal disease would nov have much bearing as regards the
non-frgvernization policy. It is possible, however, tunt asscciation with DPS
might also ve a source of infection, bubt to establish a causnl commection between
fraoteruization and venerecl disense has not pecn possible as yet to delernine, due
to uhe many snd varied opportunities open tu contracting the disease.

For the Batoalion Co:mianders -

2L

DOKALD I, LARIFO.is
Lajor, F4a, 81l3th TD Bn
S-3.
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