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At the beginning of. the period of this report, the 81l3th Tank
Destroyer Battalion:-(SP) was still attached to the 79th Infsntry Div-
ision (#VI Corps) anc was located in HOUTHEM, BOLLAND. The Battelion
was also under the Twelfth Tank Destroyer Group at the opening of this

" period, but was subSequently detached from its control.

On the first day of Marech, this battalion had received all but
one of its thirty six M-26s. On the next day, the battalion received
the thirty sixth ¥-36 and during the day some practice firing was done
with excellent results being obtained. Uhe Gommandlng General of the
79th Infantry Division observed the firing and expressed his atlsfaction
over the performance of our gunners on the 90mm gun.
, Akt approwimately 1430 hrs, on 3 March 1945, the battalion departed
LU T “Jh“““g and treveled 45 miles, crossing the Wit WLVEL  o]ogsing %Ei

L4

Cin GOLANALR Gidelan | Goord F 962772, &t sbout 1730 hrs: the same day.

The comganles _performed routinb duties during the day. During the Qﬁf
afternoon, General WIYiB  Commanding the 79th Inf Div visited the Battalion
CP and conferred with Mago; Me WIVAEN 414 staff.

During the period that the Battalion remained in the Golkrath area, ‘;”
firing companies and personnel of other companies attended classes in air-
craft identification. The firing companies also had classes in the use of

i

" the aiming circle and the azimuth indicator. [i-36 crew practice wag held

daily and proved very bencficial for recently arrived reinforcements and v
also seeved as an effective refresher course for the veteran membeers of theq_
battalion. On 6 March, the Battalion begen its 32nd month overseas. ~
On the 7th of March, there wee training in indirect firing, a firing demon- tu
steation in the Panzerfaust, classcs for radio operators. Combat loads on
&ll destroyers were checked.. Throughout the period, the personnel of the
Battalion received dental treatment. The Articles of War were read to.all
personnel,with added instruction regarding the policy on non-fraternization
being emphasized. ) . :

On ‘the 8th of March, the Battalion moved from Golkrath (98R772) to
vicinity of Trevek (7561) Holland, route of march: Gerderath, Wagsenbe rg,
Heinsberg, Geilenkirchen, hecrlcn, Trebek.  The Battalion CP closed ‘in new
area in Trebek at approximately 2245 hrs, 8 larch 45, dlctonce traveled-
35 miles.

In the perloa between 9-17 March, the Battalion remained in the
Trebek area and during that time entered inteo & periocd of training and wﬂu
reconditioning. On 10 darch, an Ordnance welding team rcported to the he
Battalion and comuenced to construct tops for the M-36s and to weld 5ther 5Lq'
accessories onto the destroyers. Inspections were held throughout tho"7'3
various compznies. On the ldth of lerch, elements of the Battslion engaged
in river crossing practice near Linne, Coord 458475. A movie, Training
Film, "Pickup" waes also shown to the Battalion in conuection with the
efforts of the Batislion Surgeon towsrds climinating veneresl disesse wnd
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and its vccasions. Practice firing continued,with good results being
obtained., & limited recreation progran was instituted, taking effect after
each day's btraining activities had been completed.

The Battalion was ordered to turn in twenty of its hslftracks and the
ssme was done, the battzlion receiving an equal number of M-20s in return.
On the 19th of March the Battalion prepared to move, and on the 20th, the
various elenent moved at slightly different times, during the day, to the
vicinity of Neukirchen, Germany, distance traveled: spproximstely 72 miles.
Co B established s CP two miles SSB of Hheinberg at Coord 229245. TIwo six
gun platoons were formed with the first going into position at coord 2336
and the second at 2318. Co C closed in the town of Neukirchfeld coord
181176. Co'A closed at 177212, Co B was atbached to the 79th Inf Div
Artillery snd went into indirect fire positions, as shown gbove registering
on coord 31062823,

There was little action during this period except for extensive
patrol and recomaissancéd work in prepsration for the crossing of the
Bhine River by the Battalion in support of the Division. :

On thid day, at various times, the destroyer companies plus Ron
Company crossed the Rhine River.in direct support of the 79th Inf Diwv.
"Following is an sccount of what each company did the eve before crossing
and on the day of the chossing itselfs At spproximately 0830 hrs, '
S/5gt Stevenson commanding the 3rd platoon of Co A crossed the khine
River on barges in vic of Drissen and coord 267287 and joined the 2nd
Bn of the 315th Inf Regt at 1000 hbs, followed by the lst pl which joined
the 1lst Bn of the 315th at 1200 hrs. The 2nd pl crossed snd joined the
3rd Bn of the 315th at 1600 hrs. Activities of the platoons after the
crossings 4t 0900 hrs the 3rd platoon destroyed an onemy pill box vie
of coord 280290 expending 1 rd of HE, 2 rds of APC, and 2 rds of T-105.
At 1000 hrs, the 1lst pl fired 5 rds of HE at ehemy strongpoints in a
brick yard vic of 283295 to relieve friendly infantry who had been pin-
ned down. At 1100 nhrs, the lst pl destroyed sn enemy 76mm A.1V gun vic,
of 296310, and fired 5 rds of Hi at various MG nests during the advsnce.
Ab 1430 hrs, the 2nd pl fired 13.rds of Hu at enemy strong points in the
vic of 395305 to 300309 and also machine-gummed other positions held by
the enemy. At 2100 hrs, the 3rd pl machinedgunned and destw yed a large
enenmy truck, killing cnd wounding several enemy soldiers (vic of 312302). .
At 0200 hrs, Co B joined the many other unibs (Feas) who were lined-
up and in a ‘tremendous artillery preparation. The destroyors of Co B
fired . st the raste of 20 rds per hour, aond the company continued to fire
until well into the morning. After the preparation fire was concluded,
it was found that the aompany had expended approximately 2029 rds of
90mm pmmmunition., At 1100 hrs, on the 24th, the 2nd pl was alerted and
crossed the Rhine at 1400 hrs, with the lst pl crossing at 1700 hrs,
and the 3rd pl ab 1830. Kcn Co crossed with the firing companios also.
Co C crossed the tthine: 2nd pl at 1100 hrsy to the 2nd Bn of the
313th Inf Regb ot 2862765 <the 3rd pl at 1230hrs, ‘o the ord Bn of the
513%h Inf Regt at 286286; the lst pl at 1330 hrs,to the Lst Bri of the
313th Inf Regt. at 286206. All three platoons cressed under light en-
eny artillery fire. olements of the 116th Pz Div were reportedly con-
tacbed buct verification of that report could not be estbablished until
o later datbe.
“he Brn CP and the Bn rear ochelon rensined on the west bank of
the river alerted for hourly movement across to the east baxk. all of
the initial crossings made by the babttzlion and by the division infantry
were by barges, oud when the renainder of the battulion crossed on the
26th of liarch ik also crossed by barges. Lhere was sporadic artillery
fire throughout the crossings with occasional pirbursts in the viec o
wiiere the éngilneers were cons%ructing a’ bridge.
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Co A hud set up its CP at courd 289292 one sils Sy of Dinslaken,
At o700 hr, the 3rd pl juaped off in vic of ¥07304, the 2nd pl in vic of
3023098, and the &md pl in vie ol 280320. 4t 1000 nrs, the srd plat knocked
out 4 cnemy horse drawn calssons in the vic of 322313. At 1200 hrs, the

“2nd pl destroyed 2 enemy 88mn guns vic of 337318. During the fire fight,

two of the pl's enlisted persommnel were wounded. One was evacuabted and the
other, after treatment, returned to duty. &t 1320 hrs, the lst destroyer
of the 3rd pl was hit by =sn enemy psnzerffust vic of 333314, killing the
gumner (Brown, Pearlie) and wounding the platoon lepder S/S8gt Stevenson
and destroyer comsender, Sgt Piver. The eneny Pphen machinedgummed tho area
preventing medical aid men from reaching the wounded men. S/Sgt Jones
assumed commend of the pl snd shelled the enemy with HE until they withdrew.
4%t 1500 hrs, during an cnemy barrage, tne gunner or one of the destroyers oft
the 3rd pl was hit by shrapnel snd evacuated tothe hospital. At 1600 hrs,
the 3rd pl destroyed and knocked out both an 8Stmam gun and part of crew near
337316. During the day's opersations an estimated LUU vo 150 enemy were
reported either killed or wounded by the 2nd and srd pls. HMeanwhile, the 1lst
pl had advanced to 304321 without opposition. ULotal casualties for the day
considted of one enlisted nman killed and seven enlisted mon wounded for Co A,

Co BYs plaboon positions on this date were as rollows: +the lst at
coord 345300, the 2nd at 338283, the Jrd at 8lz2392. OLuring the day The 2nd
pl fired 20 rds of HE, knocking down o church steeple with one round and
sending the remainder . & The Hm anto nous es suspecting of containing enemy
troops. .

Co C set up a CP in walsum 294274, During the day the lst pl fired
8 rds of Hn at cnemy personnel in a factory at 293262, Ren Co 1st and 3rd
ols continued ©o work with the pioneer pl on the east bank of the niver.

Scattered artillery fire continued to fzll in all gun position areas
and occasional rds fell near company CPs.

On this day, at 1110 hrs, the Bn CP crossed the iunine followed shortly
aiter by the Rear Bchelon all closing in or mear Dinslakonerbruch 294316.
Co A's platoons made slignt changes of position., Co Bts pls wore active
with whe srd pl knocking out an anti-tank gun as well as killing and
wounding numbers of eneuy troops. 4t the cluse or tie day the pls were
in position as follows: lst, 36S5sUb; 2nd 3532765 3rd, 355290. The corm-
pany CP wuas set up at 3122%2. Hnen Co's CP also crossed the river on
this day closing ab Overbruch.

At 0500 hrs, the lst and 2nd pls of Co A were alerted to support
the 315th Inf in an attack. &t 1000 hrs, the compony CF moved to Aver-
bruch 312283, 4t 1200 hrs, cae lst pl with 2 rds of HE silenced an
cneny LG nostv vic of 342266, At 1430 nrs, the 2nd plut. fired L6 rds
of HE, 400 rds of cal .30 and 200 rds of cal «50 zzmo at encmy troops
and sbrong points vic of 097255, &b 1500 hrs, the lst pl silenced a
s nest vic of 360255. At 1600 hrs, tne srd pl moved to $44257, and
the lst pl to $59249, and Tae 2nd pl Lo 334244,

During the dsy Co B's 1lst pl went into reserve while the 2Znd pl
roved ob7266, and the drd to 361268, The lst pl wuon moved out To
328298. Sonme light tiring was done during the doy nostly at eneny st. ong
points.

-
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On the 28th, the pls of Co A moved out in support of the 3l5th Inf
having as their obucct:x.ve the town of Busch Hausen which objeoctive was
attained two ond one half hours laber, gt 1500 hrs. The 1st pl fired
4] rds of Ho snd 2 rds of T-105 at eneny pillboxes, strong points end at
enemy troops. AL coord 364232 and vic the »nls also fired 500 rds of carbine
armo, 300 rds of cal .50 UG ammo also ab enemy troops. The 3rd pl fired
6 rds of Hb at an cnemy OP vic of coord 352194, A% 1330 hrs, the company
CP moved %o the Town of wehofen 3229,

Co B's CP moved from Dinslsken 3129 to Scmechten 350272 at 1400 hrs.

At the close of the day, the platoons were in the foliowing positions:
lst,at 350272,; 2nd, ab360259; 3rd, at 361269, During the day one enlisted
nan was severely wounded as a Besul'b of mortar fire. Lt. hull cormending
the compsny was promoted to Captain, as of 24 March 45,

Bo Cts CP remained in Hemborn 330219 while the pla‘boons moved from
their former posd tions supporting the 1manury in a 4 mile march ©o the
Rhine Canal encountering only slight rosistance and thon going into pes@ition
ab lstpl: 306175; 2ndpl: 3321893 3rdpls 342197. ‘

Ren Cots 2nd pl went on & nmission to the 314th Inf sector to select a
route and crossing for Co B iver the cenadl north of Duisberg. ZIZnemy small
arms fire was heavy in this sector but the ple toon completed its nission
and returned to 1ts bivousc ares withoub casualty. The company CP remained
in Overbruch 302286,

Co A 's kst pl was undor heavy arty fire snd also 120mm mortar fire
during the morning of the 29th. The other two pls received sporadic arty
and mortar fire also. The positions were as follows: 1st, at 373222, 2nd,
at $b9219, ord, at 349182. At 1000 hrs, the Cr moved to Hamborn, 338243.

Co B noved from Semagcnten to Sterkrade, 380254, where it was under
heavy fire for approximately 30 ninutes. Tiie pl posithkons ot Tthe close of the
day were: lst,at 384228, 2nd at 388237, 3rd, ab 39824¢. ‘There was no
chaenge of importance in 'hhe locztion or situation as regards Co C. In Ren
Co, 5/8zt Kissler was cormissioned a 2nd Li.

‘There was no change as regards Co A and pls. One destroyer from the
lst pl fired 6 rds of i at an enemy OP in a church steeple kmocking out
tho 0P, Co B had a quiet day and at the close of the pericd its pls vere
located: 1st, at 386231, 2nd,at 388237, drd, at 417232, Co C3s lst pl
remgined in its same position as on the day previcus. vhe znd gnd 3rd pls
noved into indirect fire positions at $16512618l. The company CF ot 814262,
the Bn CP moved from binslalktenerbruch to Marxloh 325255.

Co A and pls moved Lo Botirop and vicinity 455268, Co B moved to
Sterkrade and vieinity 380248, Co C did not muve and during the day fired
' 85 rds (indirect firo) HE on enemy personnel and trucks in the vicinity or
waditteimerort 817124, den Co moved to Humborn 331228, 4% the close of
the period the Battallon was,therefore, in the xuinr, industrial heart of
the Germon Heich, in support of the Y9 uh Infantbry DlVl ion,.

A ghort swxrary of enemy mgteriel knocked out or destroyed by this
Bptealion since its arrivsl in Lormandy 1ls presented bolows:

wz IV Lanks 26
ik V W 16
I VL i 2

roval &4

Plus S 8P guns (7omm and S‘dmn)

In pddition the Yadctalion ﬂg!u "xom_cc out 4l siv and conbalt vehicles
15 wutl tonlz suns, ond copbured over 700 Geovians

4
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Herec are some suggesvilons, experiences, and opinions culled fTon
the various companies in the Sattelion during the winver ‘rignuings

1. All recovery wvehicles in a firing or destroyer company should be
equipped with some type of anchor. The reason: a desiroyer bogged down in
nud or in snow usually has to be pulled by winch power, and if the recovery
vohicle is not anchored it will slide forword toward the object which is
being pulled by the winch, it is advisable to usc a pulley and and double the
coble so that more or the maximum amountc ef winching pover may be obtained,

2¢ A well trained driver will eliminate 90 per cent of the maintenance
pooblens in a tank destroyer compsny. &All drivers should be trained to main-
‘benance the vehicle in conjunction with company or betialion motor nmein-
tenance sections, :

3. Boogle wheels should never be replaced until they are actually -
blown or worn out bocause it has been found that the. bogies that come with
the destroyer originally give better service thsn replacenents.

4, A tank destroyer shoulu be greased vetween every 200 to 300 miles
of running., If this is dons, there will oe iar less trouplc encountered
with greass scals.

5., 4ll tank destroyers should have an auxiliary smsll gasoline motor
for the purpose oi keeping the batteries charged.

6., Much of the trouble re governors will be eliminsted 1tf a fow drops
of oil are put in the engine governor each month,

7. A1l destroyers with open turrets should have covers -- made trom
at least a % inch thickness of steel plating. Heason: An air burst or wtree
burst will cause casualties which should be eliminated when the burret is
closed. Any ordnance battalion cen supply the material and do the wozik.

8+ LBach tank or tank destroyer should have a tow clevis hook placed
in the direct center of the fromt of the tenk. In doing this, you will
be able ©o winch a tenk in a straight line, but by having the tow hook on
both sides of the front, the tank has a tendency to pull to the right of
o the left. By this statement is meoant that three tow hooks snould be

‘plaged on the front of a tank,

9. Hot enough crew membors are familier with all the duties of the
entire crew. It 1s essential that every individual en s destroyer know
and be azbisw to apply himself to ony or all duties on g destroyer,

For the Batualion Commanders:

i,
Major, &, olothL.D. Bn

Lxecutive,




