O SR -

1 June/44.

o
13 Juna/.4.4

ino.
14 Jnna/&é

© OUSA." Battalion was packed, loaded end prepared te move by 0600 hrs.
‘At 0930 hrs there wes & final poliocing of the ares, and st 0942 the

Action Against Enev, Repco:ts .Lﬁ;er/u‘bor Action Reports.

. .LDQUAR!ERS g0\
81379 TANK DESTROYER BATTALION (SF) 3~ v
A.POOO # 403 v.8. .&m . F"‘

Froms 0001 brs 1 J une 1944
To = 2400 hrs 30 June 1944

Adjutant General, Wa shington, D.C. (T HRUs Chennels).

Record of Eventst e T
"~ Om’l June 1944, 813th T,D. Bn, (SP) was bivousced at™
Paclkington Park, vic, of Merido.n (between Coventry -and Birminghn.m,
Wurwiokshire, Englo.nd). )

. e e T,

'0n 14 June 1944, st ozoo' hrs, the B, was ordered to’
proceed by motor convoy to area in vic, of Codford, order-from ET.

‘lead vehicle left Po.ckingbon Park., The order of march wast Bn. CP

* leading, followed by Ron, Co., sud Compsnies "C", *B*, and "A" in -

that order: - Route of march was as followss - from Paekington Park to

Kenilworth, Warwick, I-ongbridge, ‘Eatington, Moreton-on—the-lhrnh,

Stw—on-ﬂold. SW to Cirencester — Chippenhsm = Mslksam, Westbury,

Werminster = Haytesbury = Enook - snd to destination (Camp Upton

‘:/‘;.._‘.'Lovell). ‘The lead vehiocle arrive d at Camp- Upton Lovell at 1630 hrs;
- distance coveredr 113 milea, The entire battalion closed in’ Ga.mp

15. June/ié
-

20 Junefd4. . ¥
rr_devoted to waterproofing of.' all vohioles insofar as time permitted. _

21 Jm/a;fff B

. 'Upton Lovell ‘et 1800 hre, 14 June 1944, Camp Upton Lovell is ap- -

proximately 1 mi;a W of Codford. A

* The” period béetween 15th and 20th (1nc.) of June was .

oo o

On 21 June 1944 there was a combat loading check a.nd

' inspeo'ﬁion prepam‘bory to moving to the mrchn.lling arem. L

22 Junefas .

o - T At 0830 hrs, 22 June 1944, the bat‘balion w8 1on.ded amd
ready to rolls A’ police of the area was m.de and st 0930 hrs the Bn,

‘S-1-1ed out the route markers. At 1030 ‘hrs, the Bn, moved oute “The’

.order of march and the route of march was as follows:"

2% Juns/44

7

Order of march: Ron., Hqe & Hq, Co,, Med., "AY, ¥B%, Mc",
._Route of march: Winterbourne Stoke, Amesbury, Weyhill ‘Andover
" By Pass,’ Bullingbon Cross Roads, to RORP 4, to Winchester, to mar-
shalling ere x = Area C, Camp C=lZ (Hnrsley Park — about 3§ miles
from Winchester and 12 miles from POE Southampton). "The batte=
‘1lion olosed in this sre m et 1530 hrs - dlstance traveled 40 miles,

At 1930 hrs the final waterproofing phl.ses were begun by the bdat-
talion on all vehicles.

On June 23rd the Bn, made a partial pnyment of two-

- hundred Francs to esch’ ‘officer and ~enlisted man. That ssme day,

“')«3 -«tvi

& freec PX ration was issued to the Bn. At 1930 hrs, there was an
officers® and NCOs' meeting and plans were formulated for the es-
tablishment of an advance message center at coord. 350960 (Map o9,
France). This point or; location is about 1/3 mile S of St Msre
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Aotion Agl.inst Enemy rep. .t . (°°nt'd)' L h

Egliso st the junotion of the stream and the roads The reason for the
fornulation of said plan was that since the Bn. persomel and vehigles
would be loaded on more than one ship, there was the likellhood that
some elements mi.glrt disembark on different beaches some distance from
the rest of the Bn.  Thms this plan of esto.blishing an advande message
conter in the vic. of St Mere Eglise was to insure speedy orientation
and reusembly of the Bn, by having an n.gent from esch unit report to -
this center. Tt eo happened, however, that the Bn. (less one Co., "C¥,
‘and Bn, 8-8 and Sta.ff) disembarked at poin:bas very close to each other.

24 Juns/44 o “At'1845 hrs, one liason officer, Lt. Peck, left the Bn, CP

L s udvu.noe perty to combat zone for purpose of establishing lio.son with
. [VIII Corps -.Auth.t ~voco per 50 # 49, 815th TD Ba. (SP), L
_ 25 June/44 Y ¢ 3 1845 hrs, the ‘Bh, was slerted to move to POE Southatipton,

and at 2010 hrs, the Bn. (1less one Co., "C", and Bn, 5-3 and 5 EM) left

Ares C, C=12, and moved by motor convoy to. Southmpton dooks, trriving

there at 2100 hrn niting to load: on ‘LST=. SR - 4
26 June/% o A% 0630 hrs, 26 June/44 “the’ Bh. (1ess ch. Cos and co. "ee)
began 1o¢.ding on two LSTs, mmbers 214 and 373- loading was completed
&t 0955 hrs, saxe da.te.

e - L T -~ — e
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27 Juna/44 o “aE. 1400° h.rs, 27 Jutie 1944, ‘the Bnmns aboard L&Te 214 and
373 ‘st anshor on Utah Beach'awaiting tide to move out for unloading. ’
At 1500 hrs, ‘the Bn, 0O (LST 373), Major Jeffries, visited LST 214,

Jee
#2942 ¥ joined by the Bn. Executive,. At 2066 hrs, the firet vehicle disembarkod

from LST 214 and st 2230 hrs the ‘column closed in trinsit sresm: Wp" (vic,
of Bt Germains du Varreville) and primary’ de-nterprooﬁng was begun.

Following is o deteiled record of events of each Company's sotivities
from 27 June to 30 June ino. Bn. 1isson officer, . Lt. Peck, rejoins Bre

27 June/u 7 Cos "A" arrived at bivouac ares vic, of 5t Germaine u.‘c |
%o " 0130 hrs, 28 June/44,” Co, "B* arrived at bivouac ares near St Mere -
28 Jum/44 Eglises co. #C" ‘st111 in England, Rons Co. left Southampton Harbor

et 0115 hrs, 27. June/44. disembarking at Utah Beach at 1800 hrs and went, -

to bivousc area.. Yain body of Bn,, inmol. Bn, CP, in bivousc ares co-

ordet 895989, Map of France,.at 0300 hrs, 28’ une/44. The followi.ng

message was gont by the Bn, CO to all Bn. unitss’ ,
-7 "818th 'T.Ds Bn, (SP) moves from vie, of St Germa.ine de
Varreville to vic., La Vallee (105972) over following route: GC 14
‘to Ravenoville, GC 15 to St mere Eglise, GC 15 to Font L'Abbe,
GC 24 to Orglandes, GC 126 to Hauteville de Boaage, GC 42 to ine
tersection GC 60, GC 60 to destimation’ (vic. La Vallee), Movew
ment’ starts 280916 « reach St Mere Eglise 0945, clear St Mere’
Eglise 1016, Close destination by 1200, Comroy muzber is ES,
Front and rear vehicle:wlll be so marked, Time of -reaching and

' olearing 5t More Eglise mist be exact.? Signed JEFFRIES,

o "A" departed from vic. of St Germaine at 0915 hrs by motor convoy
to cover positions 4 'miles W of Bt Saveur arriving there at 1200 hrs.
It made reconn, in vice of Fort Bail snd began infiltration to covered
position at Le~ Gide, 2 miles SE of Le Mesnil at. 1800 hrs, end completed
movement at 20 hrs, It established outposts and local security lnd
bivouaced for the mights - = -

I~




29 Ju_n/ 44

Aotion Against Enemy report (cont'd).

Co. "B" Commander left his bivouac area at 0800 hrs on recom. for new
area_near Barneville,  Co. ,“B“ followed one hour later, the first platoon
arriving at 120 hrs - last. plo.toon et 1400 hrs. First enemy shells
heard in vic, sbout 1600 hre. 'Coe "C" still in England.  Rone Coe do-
perted from bivouso srea at 0900 hrs and traveled in convoy to sssembly
area near La Blauders. Company was there cammitted to active combat ~
snd first platoon was sent on s mission of reconnoitering area 5.of la.
Blauders. . No enemy engagement. At 143 hrs, a Company Commandert's
meeting at the Bn, CP. "AY and "B® Companies were scheduled to support
79th Div. (Inf. Regts) in proposed attack on German pos.’n.tion:. Ron, Coe
was a&signed mission to reconnciter for possible routes through flooded
areas. The ocommander of Hg, Cos was ordered to find building for Rear
Echelon storage purposes end e building was obtained. At 1926, Bn, CP

- moved and closed in new srew (106931) at 1945 hrse o

“.On June 29th Co. nyw was “still in oovered pos:\.’t‘lons ot Le Gide,
outpoats at Fort Bail from 2130 hrs, 29 June to 0680 hre, 3 Juney
¥o enemy aotivity reported, slthough enemy shells fell near its ares and -
Bn CP srea (292330), There was no chenge in the situation as to Co. “B™

~ end Rone Co, Co, "C" still in Engln.nd awaiting orders. to move.

0 Junfad

Coe _“A“ contimxed to make recomn. of Port Bail arew, One
German prisoner was taken at Port Bail at 1800 hrs snd disposed of through
proper -channels. There wes no chsange in position of Co. "B* and Ron. {
Co. wes 1n ‘bivousc one mile N of Benseville, France, X
" "Following is & record of Co. ™C" from 29 June to 5 July 1nol.:

On: the” Mth of June, Co:; *C" left the mershalling sree (Hursley Fark,
Ares: C, Camp C-12) at 2546 hrs by motor oconvoys The Bn, Se% and & EM -
accompanied Cos C" and the" convoy traveled 12 miles to POE Southa.mpbon, Ene
gland, arriving there at 0280 hrs, 1 July/44." At 0800 hrs, Coi *O*
londed on LST 494, remainder of Co. on LST 351, snd seiled a‘b 2356 hrs,
beaching at 1400, hrn, 2 July 1944 on Utah Beach and proceeding to de=
m'berproofing ares in vic. of St Germaine de Varreville, arriving there
at 0200 hrs, § July 1924, The Bn, S-1 visited Co. "C" and at 1500 hrs
led the Compeny in convoy to Bn. CP, a distance of 28 miles _erriving
there ( ng at 1800" hra, 3 July 1944. S :
.. At 0900 hrs, ¥ June 1944, a Compexy Commanders? meeting we.s
held o.t the Bn,,. CP, Seversl German doouments found in vice of rear
echelon were brought to ‘che Bn. CP by Cos Cmdr'of Eq. co. a.ud then sent
to Div, Mo

77 A%:1116 hrs, "% June 1944 ‘the Se2 md. S8=3 of the 3rd'Bn. of .
the 318th Inf, Regt. visi‘hed ‘the CP to ooordinate defensive oounter-attack
plan, ' 1/25000 maps were drewn fram 79th Dive by Bn. S.l together with
1/60000 maps.. At 1616 hrs, Col. Ghu'len, Div, SBurgeon (79th), visited
the Bn. cP. ’ I

© " 'The" Bls’t:h T.De Bn, (SP) we.s asaigzed telephone oode name "lﬁnti.lo:te"
29«30 June 1944,
The’ follo-wing 1% an extract from unit journal report ooncerning”

" further sctivities of Coe "A" and His taken by seme between 28-30 June/4dr
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‘ Action Against Enem, report _oon‘b'd_».

"Go "A" hae had & total of 16 enemy prisoners turned over to their’ patrols
by members of the Fremch Underground. Four prisoners were turned over to
Co. "A" petrol on 28th June'at approximately 1600 hrs. Eleven more turnmed
over to Cos "A" patrol at 1300 hrs on 29 June end all these prisoners .

were turned over to 90th Div. patrols who took them to the Div. IFF, -
One prisoner was taken on the th of June and’ interrogated in Russian

by Cpl ‘Pasewitz. of the Bn, CP Staff, who discovered that the’ prisoner
was o foroed Russian fighter who. in turn stated that the composition.

of most of the enemy battalions is Russian (Ost-Goorgia.:n) and compelled

to fight,. ‘Furthermore, that these Russians are under ocommand of young
German NCOs and offivcers and that’ they rebel frequently. under such ‘come
mand,  This prisoner, taken by Lt. DeLoreto (who was later killed m action
in"July) was put under guard of Lt,. DeLoreto and sent to Division. . Co. YA"
patrola contimxed to mrk: in oonjunotion wﬁ.th 90th Div. patrola._ .

" SUMMARY: . Out of a1l these prepara.tions, movea, and plo.ns -, shortly

"o.fter 0 June 19441e L ’

Coe. A" }ms in support of 315th Inf, Regte
CO. figh .# ' w ) ) u: 514th Inf. Regto L
Cog QM ® W W e mymen-Tng, Regt.

'but for the purpose of this report, these Companies were not in direct
", support of the. o.bove stated regiments until arter & June 194&.

‘ As of 272230, by VOOG, VIIT CORPS, this batt:alion was
zt'.tached to the T9th Inf, Div. Bn. .C.O. Major JEFFRIES, 'reported the’
‘battalion, less Company fcH, -at 281800, "June; ‘19i}4, to Cmdg, General of .
“the 79th Div. had closed in the area” per verbal orders “voca, VIII GORPS,
_and was awaiting further orders,

.Attached to this report are:
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+ CLYMER D. JEFFRIES, JR. -

Major, (Cav.) 813th T.D. Ba. (SP)

S S connna.nda.ng.
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