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inn‘std herewith in asocexdance -m 1o AR 3:. 105,
aneded by 3 and Change 4, rcpcrultte fqr .
the 811tk Tank’ rqyer Battalien, for thorhl cbnu-y 1% 5.
a. Administrative Remarkss
Q) A supply truek (11/2:.),udnu.m¢(z1/z Toa) -/

sheuld be antharised. fer Hq & Hq Co, Tank Destroyer Battaliea.
(2) A sapply truck (1 1/2 Tam) n-u be mmthorized Rea Co,
Tank Destreger Battaliea. = . .

b. Remarks Tacticalt

During the asath o Februaxy this Battalien was, fer the met
ns,.uuutommmuv. This Divisiea had already built wp aa SOP
faMer@M,‘Wumd?ﬂDatmmm
attached to cach Iaf lc(t. the Ianf Regts usmally attached a tank
destreyer plateen te cach Inf ‘ldl a.aysten of alletaeat and sub-alled-
Mumm-ﬂ:uﬂtobocum. Ia the first place, the Ba
Cemly Teses comtrel of his battalien. As a censequeace, mtotmn‘ddhd

" teaiaing, knowledge, and experience is pet utilised. Likewise, his specially 23

treined staff hes 0o real function under this system. .The same, of ceurse, is \
Srwe of the Go Cendr when the tank destreyer company is sub-alletted te Iaf Bus. f‘
Jecendly, it peses a real liaisen problem. HNelther the tank destroyer company e
er platosn have the nscessary esquiment , or the trained persemncl, -mecessary to
effect the required lisisea under such a system. Ia the third place, a cemmni-
castien predlen of same nagnitude is intreduced. HNedither tank destreyers eor Inf

have radies wiich will ast tegether. Peurthly, the frequent result of such a
practice is gross misuse of the attached wunit, due to lack of knewledge eof the
Prope empleyneat of tank destioyers en the prt of Inf Ba Comdrs. During this

- menth thres (3) destreyers were lest due to mis-esployment. Such losses due te

nb--:l..‘ql.t had a decidedly detrimeatal effect ea the morale ef‘the company
cenceraed. :

It is recemmended tht, in addition to the anmnounced War Deprt-
aemt dectrine of imdirect fire as the secondary missien fer tank destroyers, a
sesondary missien be given tham of direct _gF of Iaf Hegts for twe companies,
missien, and systea, phc-s
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Ltr 811th I Bn (5 Mar 45) "After Action Report against the “nemy, 1 - 28
February 19,5". -

the tank destroyer company in the same position with respect to the Inf Regt
as 1s now occupied by its' direct suppert FA Bn. Such a system has many ad-
vantagess ,

(1) The tank destroyer battalion can be permanently placed
under Div Arty contral, thereby making it a simple matter to
switch from one secordary mission to the cther.

(2) Places all the cannon ef the division under Div Arty
contral,

(3) Utilises the training, knowledge, and experience of the
Bn. Comdr and Staff,

(k) Practically eliminates the probability of mis-esployment,
since the Co Comdrs and Bn Comdr remain in command and in con-
trol of their commands.

(5) Allows the Bn Comdr to make effective plans far massing
his guns in performance of his primary missioa.

(6) Boables the tenk destroyer battalion to most effectively
su t the Inf in furtherence of the Div mission,
(7§P-Enablea the Bn Comdr to institute a policy of rotation
of companies, thereby obtaining time fear rest, rehabilitatien,
and maintenance.
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Froa od 1 Feb 4o vo X0 23 Feb 45

1-5 reoruary
AU be iondng ol period (1 Fub »3), ihis cattolion was attached to the llth
armored “ivision, VIII Jorps, wnd was initially i. Sorps reserve. From 1 Fo
WO X Feb W2, Jhe =att lion reccined in the followins assanbly areas and cone
ductal sodntenance of w11l vehicles and eguipment plus rehabilitation of persoanel:
3n OP, Ren & o cos - Locatad at EULDANGZ (P7775)
hy « & Jos - Located at wauTadad, (P7577)
B Co - Located at Brilar (P8O79)
3 = 5 Fabruury
~ifactive 3 Jebrucry 1945, the Suttalion was relieved of attachment to 1llth
araored ~ivision, VIII Corps, and was attached to 80th Infantry Division, XII
COrps. ut 80 Hours, 3 February 1%5, the 3attalion lsft assembly areas and made
a road marcun to vicinity MiRSCH, LUX:MBOURG. Upon arrival at Mersch, Companies
were notifisd that Lasy were to ralieve the 802d Iank Jestroyer 3attalion on the
line, In accordance tiierewith, Companies occupied the following positions by
1038 hars, 3 F;bﬁaw 195,
Sa OP & Hq Co - STIGEN (P8737)
Ren Co - MEDEWAGH (P035)

A& Co

SPPLORF (P9539)
B Co = SILSUORF (P88&,1)
¢ Co = BEAUFORT (P9438)




5 = Y Faevruary
Ca o csoraar; 1945, Soapany C was attiched to 313th Inf iegt, SOtk Inf Div,
cire occuiies direct ire [ ositiors in vi-init, of BzﬁT.&DDOk‘u‘ (P909428) Company
- wa sttachad 1o Llotn Ing sdegl, 8uth Inf Yiv, and soved into diraci fire
sositions vicinity 3salzURT (Py00:82). Company A was to supyort the fires of
e sliin Fa dn, and occupied indirect iire positions :m vicinity of ZPFLEDORF
WF oos90,. Ca [ February 1945, one platoon of Uampany A was withdrawn from
indirect rire ,ositions and attached to diry A, 558th Fa Bn. Mission for the
unit w.x to acliver airect iire on enemy rillboxes,
9 -~ 1. Fevruary
vy & oorunrylyed, ool olv Arty comdr assumed coordinator of all fires of
-1l cwimon of wive  accorcinly, couwpany 3, Sllth Ww Bn, fires wéra under con—
vrel of Sloth i'a on owith two plutoons in indirect positions and one platoon in
;ix-ec» ;osition. vuupany C, 8lith T 3n, fires under control of 905th FA 3n,
with two platoons in indirect positions and one nlatoon in Jdirecc position.
oitile in these and wlternute positions, the companies placed voth direct and in-
direct fire ou enem; pillioxes positions. On 11 &eb 45, the letter Companiés
verc ajain laced under control of che Infuntry Regiments, with Company A attach-
ed Lo 17th 1nf Lest, dompony o attacnad Lo 319th Iafantry Regimenc, and Company
¢ cltacawd vo 31yt Imiwnery e icents. +his attachment contimuad throu:rout the
winia Of seoruarys &icld ariillery cattalions concinuad Lo exercise fire control
Wl cowpaniies were in Liirece ire o'sit.ions, with _lith YA Bn exercising fire
co.laol ol concan” a, slith o ou.
1. - 19 cevru .y
voodo sevsuary lvas, od odlosoon, wulpany o, witlel. was worsin; ia conjunction

wita od oen, Slyto dad st erossed the OUL Gdver ia vicinity of aLLAOCRT on

-

2
ission of ddrect fire oa enewq, pdllooxes. On 13 #eb u‘k,



OUR River at vicinity -of DILLINGuN. 'In addition, the remainier of Company C
crossed OUR River and occupied direct fire positions in support of the 3191:!1
Inf Regt. On 16 Feb 45, Company A moved from indirect fire positions, crossed
OUR River to vicinity BOLLENDORF (LOO4L) and occupied defensive positicns. On
15 reb 45, Bn CP moved from STEGEN to BEITZNLORF (P9043) in order to be of more
effective aid to firing companies, .
19 - 28 February

From 1923 Feb 45 the firing companies engaged enemy positions, pillboxes,
and tanks from various positions in vicinity of CRUCHTEN (P9845), STOCKIGT (LOQ45),
KOKPZRICH (P9u48), and OBR3GuiaN (P94h9)s On 23 Feb 45, Company B placed direct
fire on thc towns of METTENDORF (P993508) which assisted in its capture. On 24
Feb 45, Company A occupied direct rire positions firing on enemy vehicles and
personiel and also into the villages of STHFFRSHOF (L0O150) and BULG (LO152).
Cox’npany A's CP moved to FRIILING=N (¥9947). On same date, Company B CP moved
to LAHR (P9650) and Company C's CP moved to GEICHLINC:N (9551). In addition,
Bn CP crossed the OUR River and moved into CRUCHTAN (P9845). ©On 25 Feb 45, Hg
Co (Rr) moved from STi3EN to BuTTENDORF (P9042). Company 4 remained in cirect
fire positions with lst Platoon moving to vicinity of BRIWINGIN (L 018533), and
3d Flatoon moved to METTENDORF (P9951). Company C!'s lst Flatoon moved to
OLinADEN (P9958567)e 2d Platoon remained in direct fire position in support of
3d Bn of 319th Inf Regt. Oa 26 Feb 45, Ren Company movéd to LSTTINOORF (F9951).
Cozpany A's CF moved to HUTTERSCH.ID (LO:=56), lst Flatoon moved to vicinity of
bIandL 027 (LO858), 2. Flatoon moved to LULHACKE (LQy5550), 3d Platoon moved to vicin-
ity of hi.ulu (LO850), Company 5 remained in LakR (P9650), .ith exce;;aion of
3d Platoon which occupied posidon Nu of LaiiTAWORF (L0055C5). Jompany C's oP

moved to ALIsChaX) (LO458), lst Flztoon vicinity PHILIPFS.ZILA (Los02), 2d Flatoon

“vicinity SIDINGZN (LO358), 3d Flatoon moved to ALISCEZID (LOL58)e On 27 Feb 4547/]
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Hg vo moved to iz a.iCuar (PY$51). ..cn Zo moval to SIZRUIOON (Logs8). oo any
als 23 Flatoon moved to vicinity q.f LJISSLANNSDORF (LO735).  Gonsany =ts J3d
Flatcon returned to Company control and moved to LAER (r985C), On 23 Feb 45
3n COF Lovad to MITUANDORF (F9Y51). Company A remained in direc: rfire positions
with Co CP moving to 3I xi3DORF (LJ858). Coarany C's CP and all three platoons
in vicinity of .aIDINGSN (LO257).
rins the month, Reconnaissance Campany was busily ensaged on reconnaissance

missions, locating and occupying OPs, and reportins valuable information con=
cerning the enemy. Reconnaissance for routes, stream crossing and CP's were
primsry mission. In addition, enemy minefields, installations, and location of
personnel were reported.

Hq Yo continued its role of adminmistration ana supply during the period.
Results oI tne Sattalion's operations against the enemy are as followss

snamy Tanks Lestroyed = 4 snemy KNG Nests — 2 Rocket Sights - 1

sneqy Half-Tracks -2 speay AT uns - 7  Pi's Captured - 85

Sneay SP guns -8 Bnemy Piliboxes- 12
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SECTION II

S-2 Repert

Perjed ]1-28 February 1945
Maps: Germany - 1/25,000, GSGS No. 44lk
Sheets Number 5903, 590k, 5905, 6003, 6004, 6005, 6103, 6104, 6105.
Sheste. Nanbes 1071220 137 32, 290
Central Burope - 1/100,000, asG3 Namber hkl6.
Sheets Mumber 3-1, 1.1, *1.
1 - 5 Pebruary 1945

After the action of Jamary in the Bastogane-St. Vith area the &l1th Tank
Destroyer Battalion ws relisved from attachment to the llth Arad Div, which
Was in reserve at the time, and ordered to move to vicinity of STEGEN, Luxes-
bourg (P875378) oa 2 February 1945 Here the unit was attached to the 80th
Inf Div whose sector wmas generally from ROTH, Germany, (P913483) on the OUR
River, scuth to BOLLRNDORF, Germany, (LO14O) on the SAUER River.

Ianvestigation disclesed that the emesy was haldiag a line fellowing east
bank of the OUR and SAUER Rivers with mines, booky treps, anti-taak ebstacles
and pillbaxes sanned by the 1st, 5th, 6th and 7th Compamies, 915th Begt, 3524
VG Div, and 2d Bn of 43d Regt, 212th VG Div, IEstimsted stremgth of this held-
ing farce was 665 men.

Thirty-eight pillbacxes known to be ocoupied en eur froat were reperted by
the 80th Dive A plan of attach was warked eut for A and B Companies te fire
direct ea pillbaxes from west bank of the River. Supperting fire by artillery
wes arranged for the 905th FA Pa with 155am Eowitsers fursishiag the esverisg
fire, The pleawas for the task destreyers te fire apprexisately 10 resnds thea
sove backe This firiag was haspered by mia and fog, but ia spite of the peer _—
visibility Cespany A somred feaur direet hits with t-rru.muw ¢

frea the meay. ‘ Ram o ~n S
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It was learned from two deserters from the 7th Co, 9151'41 Regt that their
ocompany ocoupied nine bunkers with N0O, and sévea men in eadch.

Eneay xines were generally used all along the River defenses with widely
dispersed npmmltiv’ Regel mines between OUR River and bunker line at
Gentingen. In many cases wires were attached to full igniters exteading frea
mine to mine, comnected to cause simltanscus explosion.

6-10 February 1945

The firet appearance of enemy tanks was made on 6 February in the vicinity
of AMELDINGEN entering the town from the NE., The firing Companies centimmed
their mission of direct firing on pillbaxes and imstallations along the line.

On 7 February the 319th Inf Regt, 80th U, S, Div had two and ocne-half
companies across Rivers Here they received heavy small arms, mortar and artillery
fire oa the crossing sites The snemy made extensive use of Nebelwefer fire. At
1615 hours the ponton txridge was knocked ocut by artillery. Heavy shelling with
aortars and artillexry was received by 80th U, S, Div Engineers while trying_ to
rebuild the bridgee

Company A, 811th T Ba, was given mission to furnish four destrayers to
wark in pairs with a direct laying FA Ba. Heavy eneay activily reported east
of BETTEL., Appareantly reinforcemeat were brought up by the enemy as they becams
aware of a determined U, S, thrust on this sectere On 8 ?cbrnry Company C
destrayed one eaemy rocket position at P983453 and a pillbox located at P945455.

Contimned pillbox firing was accomplished by all Companies throughout the
initial thrusts by 80th Inf Div to secure a bridgehead, 1st and 2d Companies,
1130th VG Regt identified at P990433, with Ba CP at P99k
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Reconnaissance Company -htainc.l OPts during the month, v"mm aovements
of the enemy and in many cases acting as r forward observers.

On 10 February 15 men surrendered frem pillbex P94%45, after firing by~
Company A, $11th T Ba.

T™he onsay contimmed his defemse by using artillery, mortar (8lmm and 120ma)
and Nebelwefer firee. There was a noticable lessening of nel;ino gun fire, mainly
on the crossing sites.

11 - 15 February 195

On 11 February the eaemy attespted to caunter-attack abeut 1120 howrs in
vicinity P982446, but was dispersed by our artillery fire, Our cbservers re=-
ported much movement by foot troops and horao-d:;nn vehicles toward ocur lines
through HOMMERDINGEN, CHUCHTEM, LAHR and OBERSGEGEN. Another counter-attack
attempted to fom on the moraning of 12 February but this was also dispersed with
no 'pamd lost by our troops.

The enemy brought up a few tanks and SP guns to bring direct fire on ocur
bridgehead and contimed heavy resistance was encountered by our troops from
pillbaxes and dug-in positions.

Our reconnaissance observed columns of feot troops, horse-drawn vehicles,
aortar vehicles, amored cars, and tanks moving socuth and socutheast in the
vicinity of LAHR P9650, MEITEMDORF P9950, HOMERDINGEN P9846, and FREILINGEN
P9924T7. Several small counter-attacks were launched vicinity WALLENDORF and
South CRUCHTEN on 15 February. Knemy contimed to occupy defensive positions
on east-west ridge south of CRUCHTEN,

16 « 20 February 1945
South and east of BIESDORF and in vicinity of ROHRBACH LOOLs which proved

to be the left flank of 3524 VG Div, whose CP was in ROHRBAGH, becaSie a center I
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of activity as contimmed reports of both men and vehicles in that sector, were
made. It was near this location that Lt B, C. Sawyer of Company A narrowly
escaped capture and reported killing or wounding six of the enemy before his
escape after darkness.

PW's contime to report lack of gasaline for their tanks and SP guns, In
many cdu the enemy wms found using such guss as statiomry artillery, and in
others the vehicles were reported to be immobilizsed and parked inm buildings.

On 18 February the enesy front lines on the 80th Div sector were generally

NIBDDWSGUGEN, KbwsNIG, FREILINGsN and NUSBAUM. The enemy began using cosbat

teams at this time compesed of remmants frea various cutfits, whose mission was
to defend t0o the last man. 4s a result of this our ferces met stiffened re~
sistance on all sections, The new HETLER type SP ATl Gnna were first encountered
in this area on or abeut 19 February. The 610th AT Ba which previocusly was
identifisd on the 5th Div sector moved over to 318th Regt, 80th Inf Div froat.

Our firing Companies, A, B, and U centimed their missioas attached to the
three Inf Regts of 80th Div, and pushed the attack to aocrth and easts, By 20
Pebruary the enemy was defeading alang a lime morth of BOTH, OBERSGHGSN, LAHR,
GECHLINGSN, MSITEMDORF te DETTINGEN.

| . 2l - 2% February 1945

knemy stubboraly resisted with fire frem S/A, tasks, SP and AT guns. 16
tanks, 3 3P guns, 4 towed guns (3 77am and 1 88mm) were kmocked cut 21 February

1% 5 Combat team SGHWIRTL, remmants of 276th VG Div, and Comad Team MOERDNG,

elenents of 276th VG Div were idestified ca this sector. Ouly iselated groups
ia tewss were remainiang west of Prwum River,

-k -




25 = 28 February 1945

By 26 February 1945 the eneay appeared to be disorganised hy our advance
and was maling effarts to withdraw to east of KYLL River to establish a defensive
line theree The enemy froat lines were from the northern boundary of 80th Div
in vicinity of MAVEL on the Prum River to HAMM then east to LIESSEM, (L101591),
at the end of the month. The 1st Bn, 694th VGR, 34,0th VG Div, and the 4th Co,
VOLESSTRUM EIFEL were identified on this line. The enemy contimued to make use
of mines, AT ditches, roadblocks, abbatis, and dug~in positions to delay the
advance through the Westwall, ’

Ren A B C Tota)
Tanks, Mk V or VI 2 2 Iy
Half-Tracks 2 2
SP Guns 7 1 8
MG Nests l 1 2
AT Guns 1 6 7
Fillbaxes 2 2 8 12
Rocket Sites 1l 1l
Prisoners 5 31 1 is 8

Xilled and Wounded (estimated) - 150
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SECTION IXI -
S-4 REPART

A= 28 February Joa5

During tbhe month of February all classes of supplies except Class III
were drawn from the 80th Iaf Div. ]

Supply lines were generally short, but road conditions were bad and con=
sidersble time was spent traversing said roads.

Following is a breakdown by classes of supplys

Clags I

CQlass I supplies were easily accessible. Considerable amounts of emergency
K" rations were consumed by the firing companies during the imitial River cross-
ing. ALl companies received rations every day. A ration vehicle should be
authorised for a T Ba. |

Sass I

Class II supplies were pleatiful.

ss III

A1l Qass III supplies were drawn from Aray and Corps dumps. This necessi-
~tated long hauls over very bad roads. Gas and oil was not drawn from the Div
because of their inability to maintain adequate reserves.

Class IV

All Class IV supplies were generally available.

ass V .

During this periad considerable Class V supplies were expended. ASP's were

centrally located. Considerable CPT-105 futes were expended. |




Tshioular Lessess

Car, Armd, Utllity, M-20
Car, Armd, Light, M-8
Carrisge, Mir, 7‘-, M-18

Vehicle, Tk Recovery, M~32
Trailer, 1/k Ton, 2 Theal
Cargo

Trailer, Amme, N-10, Truck
1/k Ton,” hxi

Treailer, 1 Ton, 2 Wheel

_Carge

Truck, 3/k Ton, 4xk, w/o
W/12 Volt System
Truck, 1 1/2 Ton &xb
Truck, 2 1/2 Ton, 6xé

Total

Yehicular Replacepente;

Car, Armd, Utility, M-20
Car, Armd, Light, M-8
Carrisge, Mir, 76am, M-18
Vehicle, Tk Recovery, M-32
‘1‘ra1].oc.r r, 1/4 Ton, 2 Wheel

g°
Treiler, Ammo, N-10
Track, 1/k Ton, 4xh
Trailer, 1 Ton, 2 Theel

Cargo

Carrisr, Cargo, M=29
Truck, 3/k Ton, kxk w/c
W/12 Volt Systea
Track, 1 1/2 Ton, 6x6
Truck 2 1/2 Ton, 6x6

Total

o
© OO0 O O ©° OOOOF
© 00O ©O O o OOOOE
= 000 O ©o© O HOOO'P
w IOOO © ©o o OWOOP
© o000 ©O© © o© OOOO'O

ot
® [OO0K HE WNhO OOOOF
M JIOOO0 00 odNo QOOOlU

® JOOO ©0O0 MdMWO OWOOlo

Total
0
0
3
5
0
0
o
0
0
2
o
Total
o
0
o
0
1
n
1
1
1
0
0
2%

w loco oco woo ooooﬁ
w (e Nalal 00 WOOo °°°4>

Anmpition Expendeds
T6am, HE = T,h55
m. m m - 5’122
Cal, 30 NG - 0
Cal. 30 Rifle
Cal, 30 Carbine
Cal, 45 Ball
37mm, HE

37mm, APC
37am, Canister
8laa, Mortar, HE

L I I I |
o
W



http:fra1l.er

Asmnjtion Fapended Copt'ds
Rockets, AT, M6A3
Grenade, AT
Mine, AT, HE, MIA1
Grenade, Hand, Freg
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SECTION IV

3= 28 February 195

TABLE NMUMBER 1,

BATTLE CASUALTY REPORT BY TYPE OF CASUALTY
(Figures taken from Morning Reports up to
and including 28 February 19,45 for the
periad 1 -~ 28 February 19%5.)

DATF KA DN NA I\ M 0 O

7 Feb 1w
8 Feb M
* % %

10 Feb 1 3 1
L X R :

13 Fed 1
* % ®

15 Feb 1
* % *

18 Feb 1l

* *®

20 Fed 1l
2]l Feb 1l
* R n

23 Fed , 2
** %

25 Fed 3*;

TOTAL 1 8 1l

Sla-no-wwwwu.»w

*Freviously reparted MIA, information received showing men KIA.
TAELE NOMBER 2.

FRISQNIRS OF WAR CAPTURID

Date ‘ ms

18 Feb 2 .

20 Peb 39

23 Feb 25

TOTAL 85
ele

[ O U - T‘%
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TABLE NUMBER 3,
REFLACRMENTS RECKIVED
(Including Hospital Returnees)

Date ¥o,
11 Feb 2
1, Feb 8
18 Feb 2
19 Fedb 19
20 Feb 1l
23 Fed 1l
25 Fed ;é .
TOTAL b9

TABLE NUMBER /.

AWARDS AND DECORATIONS
Decorations awarded froa 1 Feb 45 to 28 Feb 45, incl.

No,

Distinguished Service Cross (Posthumously)
Distinguished Service Cross

Silver Star (Posthumously)

A Silver Star

— Oak Leaf Cluster to Silver Star

9 _Bronse Star Medal

— Bronse Star Medal (Posthumously)

Oak Leaf Cluster to Brome Star

Air Nedal

Oak Leaf Cluster to Air Medal

— Soldierts Medal

6 Purple Heart Award

1 (1st) Oak Leaf Cluster to Purple Heart
— (2d) Oak Leaf Cluster to Purple Heart




