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UNIT JOURNAL FOR THE MONTH OF AUGUST

1 August 1944 (Vicinity Feugeres, France)
1. This Lattalion attached to €3d Division Artillery.
2, T™e Battalion was put on six hour alert by order Commanding General, 85d
Division Artillery for movement as a wnit to area in vieinity hambye (5645)
Coutance Shest 6 F/3. I
3. brief sumaiary of omerations for the period: ‘

a, OUperational strenzth of this Battalion at end of period: 31 officers,
2 warrant officers, 715 enlisted men.

b. Enemy was not engaged.

c. Entire Battalion in concentration aresa, in vieinity Feugzeres.

d. Entire periocd was spent in preparation for move--care and cleaning of
equipment, personal hygiene, close order drili, military cﬂurtesy, and correction
of errors in past operations. i

e o
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2 August 1944 (Vicinity Peugerés, France)
1. Effective 0500 this Battalion vuas on a three hour alert awalt ng movement
orders,
2, A letter of commendation was received from Brigadier General R, Y. lontague,
Commandin: the 33d Division Artillery, extending his thanks to the officers ;
and men of this Battalion for their cooperation and high sense of duty during
operations for month of July 1944. ’
5, Operational strength of this Battalion at end of period: ‘31 officers, 2
warrant officers, and 718 enlisted men.
4, Brief sumary of operations for the period:

a. This battalion at-ached to 83d Diwision Artlllery.

b. Enemy wus not eng:ged.

c. 1lst Reconnaissunce Platoon executed area and zone reconmalssance, re-

mainder of Battalion continued with care and cleaning of equipment, and correctien
of mistakes during last 0peration.

3 August 1944 (Vioinity antorson, France)

Sumnaery of operations for period: Entire Battalion moved from assembly area
at 1940 in vioinity of Feugeres and proceeded in co}urm consisting of 24 R.-_
connaissance Platoon, Battalion CP Group, Company A, Company B, Company G, . :
Headquarters Company (rear eschelom), lst Recommaissance Platees, ani Mediesl;
Detachment. Euntire Battalicn closed in cencentration area in v:b:lnity of Ponge’
torson, France (1780R7) Map of Framce at 0315, 4 August 1944.°
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4 nuust 1944 (Vicinity La Claye, France) ) "
l. .essage received at 1236 from Commanding General, 83d Division Artillery,

directing that all CP signs of units lower than division would show numerical |
desizgnation of unit and thut code -would not be used. "
2. At 1430 :attalion CP Group and both Reconnaissance Platoons moved from arba
located in vicinity Pontorson to a new area located in vicinity La Claye (070012) j
~arn of France. :
3. Drief sumvary of sattalion operati-sns for period: I
a. Cperational strength: 31 officers, 2 warrant officers, and 717 enlisted }
mnen., : .
b. “his Tattalion attached to 83d Division Artillery.
c. Company 4 provided close support and anti-tank protection to 329th Inf-
antry .ejiment, Company D provided close support and anti-tank protection to
351st Infantry egimente Company U in support of 330th Infantry iegiment. Re-
comnaissance Platoons executed route °ecur1ty for movemdnt from Pontorson to
@ Clays.

5 Avpust 1944 (Vieinity winiac, France)

1. Dattalion CP Group moved from area located in vicinity La Claye at 1130 and

arrived new area in vieinity Miniac (865994) at 12855,

2. Tlarning order sent out to all troops at 2023 hours that U. S. gliders towed

by 3ritish Halifax plajnes would be over our Sector during the hours of 2000 and

2200 hours, and not to fire at them under any circumstances.

3ea.Comrany A attached to 329th Infantry Regiment for close support fired direct

at churcies which were used as enemy OP's and pill boxes. Results were unknown.
teComrany B in direct support of 331lst Infantry Regiment, and coordinated attack

on right flank of &3d Division. Fired harrassing observed direct fire on enemy

mwn emplacements located in Caucals and Pordon L Condx'e, resulting :Ln probable

destruction oT at least two gun emplacements. ‘

ceComp.ny © in support of 330th Infantry Regiment. Mo enemy emgagements. 1

6 August 1944 (Vicinity “a Toise, France) . ’i
1. 4n order issved at 0608 hours to companies A, B, and C direoted that the {i
last round fired from each direct support weapon would be red smoke, which !
would be the siznal for the assualt, : R
2, A message received at 0950 hours from our Recomaissance stated that Ger- ”
mans had evacuated leu Vally and Dinan, and that all bridges had been blown. A
3. A messaze sent ‘o our Recommaissance at 1100 hours directed same to move
throush Dinen, and investigateland report any enemy activity. Reconnaissance Ay
was limited to vertical Grid 72. )
4. 3attalion CP Group moved from area located in vieinity of Miniao (079012)‘-' ot
at 1315 arrived in area located in vicinity les Landes (875079) at 1816, :
5 DBattalion CP uroup moved from area looated in vicinity &f Les landes (875979)
at 1510 and errived in ares located in vicinity of la Toisme (866145) at 1630.
6. S=2 reported enemy situation as of 0900 as follows:
o enemy armor wWas known or expected to be in St. Malo Peninsula. Fifteen tanks  §
were reported moving in Dinan (7693) from the south on 4 August 1944. Our Re- ‘
commaissance reported that they saw two Mark IV tanks moving west on road at
(7892)~(1900) imp of France on 6 August 1944 at 0300, Prisoners reported that A
the town of Chateauneuf had been. reinforced 5 August 1944. = The ensmy destreyed 4
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. Company B, assigned to special task foroe for the mission of protecting flanks

, Romiaunce soreen oovering the flanks of the Combat Team.

b

802d T. D. Bn., Unit Journal Cont'd

the commander of troops on the Bre:t Peninsula was Colonel von Aulock, who par- -
ticipated in the Battle of Stalingred and as recently as two weeks ago amounced
that.he would defend St. llalo to the last man even if -the last man was himself.
von Aulook had his headquarters in a c&datel on rock primintory extending frem
St. Servan into the Bay of St. Malo. “his was said to be impregnable against
land assault, ninety percent of the fortifications being below ground level. In-
formant cla:.med that only asrial bombardment would .be effective at that poinmt.
7. Summary of -operations for the period:

a. This Bat‘alion attached to 83d Division Artillery.

b. Company A, less one platoon,. in close support of 329th Infantry Regiment,

occupied pos 1tlon -on-high grougd from whioch to deliver direot awsault fire en 8t.

Malo, resulting in the destruction of enemy OP, machine gun nest, amti-tank®gun,
and anti-aircraft guns. (five enlisted men were woundéd in this engagement)

ce Company B, less one platoon, in close support of 33lst Infantry moved om
toward St. Melo and occupied position on high ground from which to deliver direct
assa.lt fire on St. Malo, res lting in the destrustion of enemy anti-a.ircrart guns,
two artillery gums. o

d. Company C in close support of 330th Infantry Regiment moved on toward 3¢.
Malo and oocupied position for direct assault fire on St. Malo. (one enlisted man
was killed and seven enlisted men wounded &uring this engagemént) ;

e. lst Reconnaissance Platoon plus 2d Platoon, Company A, plus 34 Platoon,

and rear of 83d Dlv—lsion, and eredtion of a beddge spamming the river at Dinan.
This‘ special task foree were the first American troops to oocupy Lanhanay and

- Dinkn'. Battalion Recommaissance attached to Combat Team Y0201 at 1530 by Divis 1on

orders. Battalion CP displaced forward twice during this pex‘iod.

7 August 1944 (Vicinit ¥ la Toise, France)

1. Message from this Headquarters sent to our Recormaissance at 1250 hours
stated that our Reconnaissance Platoons would remain attached to Combat Team until
Combat Team passes through-Dinan. One Recommaisssnce Platoon would revert te
Battalion ocontrol at Western Iren Gates of Dinan. One platoon of Tank Destroyers
and one Recommaissance Ihtoon would cover roads west and southwest of Dinan. Seoond
platoon of Tank Destroycrs would add depth to the defense.

2. Sunmry of operations for operations for period ending 2200 hours.

a+s This Battalion attached to 63d Division Artillery.

" be(DCompany &, minus one platoon, in close support 328th Infantry Regimnt,
provided direct aSSa.ult fire on town of St. Malo, resulting in the destruetiom of
one’ enemy anti-tank gun, 1 88mm guwn, 4 machine gum neets, 3 pill boxes, 3 OP's,
and one anti-airoraft emplacement, all in the vicinity of la Bowrelais. Llso, R
killed (21)1 estimated number of 100 Germans, 2nd took threae pri.lonersq g C e

Company B, minus one platoon, in close support of 33 my .
ES; zcompany ¢’ in close support of 330th Inf\nzf'y Roghnn:t e hgimnt
4} 24 Platoon, Company 4, and 3d4 Platoen Qonpuy
and rear of 83d Division at Dinan. ’ % pretested Toft flamk
(6/3d Platoon, conpany c, attuhod to Sd mmun, 331st Inf&ntry mgm
per VOCG, 83d Divisen A.rl:illory. ,
(6) 24 Recomaissanss Platoom attached te Task Peres 121, establikhed a

(7) ht Reconmisamoe Phtoon was revertsd to Battalion control it 1299- -
k . -8 - T
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c.tabliched a recommicsance scro n to the rosth & vest of Do tovn of Dinan
in cenjunction with <d zeconnaissance :latoon, onc - latocr wo ol a4, .1l one
platoon Company B, and rrotected the left flaniz and re.r of Hud Svision.

8 August 1944 (Vlclnl'ty ia T01se, France )

l. *“essage receivedl from our Reconnaissance at '1500 lLours stated that our 1lst
Reconnaissance Platoon destroyed an enemy ammunition dumy in viecinity of IFlorec
which is southwest of Tlancoet, also killed & Jernans and toc onu .risorer in
the same vicinity. Six others escaped. 4his action took rlacc at 1750 ho.rs.
2, JSituation as given by our Reconnaissance s of 1520:

Reconnaissance platoon drawn in and one scctioa would mo used wost ol ~inan
to vicinity of Corsaule. The othee s ction would be used west or Dinan to vic-
inity of Ville Guingalan on patrol, Free French re orted thut tvo or threc 1linht
German armored cars were using road sovth of .vin (3t sricuc-ionnes oad, to ecii-
ercl on patrol. Also lizht rmchine juns wnd sninerS'werc re sorbed along the same
road. Two injured German airmien were t&ke“ prisoner oS the sccord »latoon of Com-
rany A at 0530 hours. Jhey stated that tieir plane cras.eld the ni ht before wrile
trying to bomb the bridge in Dinan. Free French vere advised o .- uwi vlhite “tars
on Sermén vehicles which tihey had captured to aveld any mistukes, bein:; rude by re-
commaissance elements und security patrols und guiers.

3. Sumary of operations for the puriod -ending 2200:

a. This 3Battalion attached to 83d Division artillery.

b. At 0630 hours lst Platoon of Company A vas attaclied by « strong enemy
patrol. The enemy advarnced sin;;ing; and Wearing overcoats, wnen iliey reached vwith-
in epproximately 30 yards from the gun positions, they dropped to the ground and
opened fire with aummatic weapons which had been concealed under their overcoats
1lst Platoon of Company A returned the fire and repulsoed the atiach, buosequent
examination of enemy casualties and questioning of prisouners showed that the
patrol consisted of 50 hand picked ‘-erman paratroopers, includin: one ajor, onc
captein, and two lieuteants, whose mission was the destruction of the platoon's
guns because of the devastating effect of their fire during the precedin; day.

All the men werc equipped with some type of automatic weapon. Thirty-nine rer-
mans were killed, eleven wounded &nd captured. The platoon suflered four killed
and fourteen wounded. Nine of the wounded men were serious=--thc others werc
treated «nd remained for duty.

o., Company B, minus one platokn, in direct support of 35lst Infuntry Reg-
iment. No ehemy engagements.

d. Company C, minus one platoon, in direct support of 330tk Infantry fired
harressing fire on St, Milo--results wnknown, Company suffercd thirteen cas-
ualties during this engagement--eleven of which were evacuated and two rem:ined
for duty.

e. 2d Platoon, Company 4, plus 3d Platoon Company B, plus lst Reconnaissamos
Platoon protected west flank and rear of division,

f« 24 Reoonnaissance Platoon attached to Combat Team 121 rrovlded & re-
connaissance sore:n for west flank of combet team.

. -4 -
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9 ausust 1944 (Vicinity e Toise, Sranc:/

1, .essuge received {rom our .leconmaissance at 0055 hours state that one
section would be used to cover a cross road in rlonbalay. jalance of our Re=-
connaissance would be used to seek out information and vrotect -uns if mec~
essary.

2. 1lst ‘latoon, Company C, was attached to Combat Team 121 by order of Com-
bat Team Commander as of 6 Auzust 1944, for patrolling area botween Trigavon
and Plonbalay.

3. A wmrning order received from 83d Division Artillery through our Liaison
Officer at 2030 hours stated that Cocmpany B, less one niatoon attached to 331lst
Infantry Reziment for move to new area sometime during the nijht. Commanding
0f?icer, Company B to contact 331lst Infantry Regiment for details of the march.
Battalion Head.uarte:rs, leadquarters Company and Reconnaissance would move
with €3d Division Artillery sometime early the following morning. Plan was
to move 331st Infantry Regiment to new sector this evening. 350th Infantry
Regiment would move the following day and 329th Infantry Rem:mmt would stay
in their sectore. Company 4, Comoany B, and Company C would move with 329th,
331st, and 330th Infantry Re iments respe 'ctively.

4, pssagec received af 2200 for 83d Division Artlllery throug,h our Liaison
Officer stated that areas had not been assigned to our gun companies as yet.
Battalion CP Group and rear eschelon would occupy area in same location as
83d Division Artillery in vicimity Ila Jossaie.

5. Brief summary of operationsfor period ending 2200:

a., Tuis Battalion minus attached to §3d Division Artillery,

b. Company A minus one platoon attached to 329th Infantry Regiment at
1530, Third platoon moved guns to within 70 yards of a blockhouse and opened
fire with fifty rounds 3" A.P.C., and four rounds 3" HE penetrating the block-
house. <206 enemy troops surrendered to the infantry after the blockhouse was
destroyed by this platoon, also six Germans were killed while trying to escape,

Company B minus platoon attached to 35lst Infantry Regiment. lNo engage-
ments .

Company C was detached from 3d Battalion, 330th Infanmtry Reg:.ment and re-
turned to Battalion.comtrol. 4t 1000 howrs the first platoon was attached to
Combat Team 121,

2d Platoon Company A plus 3d platoon, Company B plus lst Reconnaissance
Platoon protected western flank and rear of 83d Division in vioinity of Dinan.
24 Reconnaissance Platoon and lst Flatoon, Company C, attached to Combat Team
121,

10 August 1944 (Vicinity la Jossaie)

1, Battalion CP Group departed area located in vicinity la Toise (865145) at
0920 hours arrived in new area looated in vicinity la Jossaie (770969) at 1106
hours. Traveled approximately 25 miles. )
2, Message sent frop this Headqurters to Company B a.t 2040 reported 20 enemy

tanks  in depth from Pleurtuit nerth to Di.nard Three of these ‘tanks were re-

ported in town and low on gas.
3. Brief summry of Battalion 0pentions for porioix
a. This Battalion minus attached to 83d Division Artillery

- 5'-
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S0 w inus o e o “aboon whliached to S2uth Infantry Kesiment.
53 inus cone wnlatocn in dlrect support oy éalsw Infuntry Kegiment.

C minus one “l&tOO“ i close support ol $30th Infantry Zegiment,

RIS in direct support ol 300th Infuntry Regiment, and firod direct assavlt
fire bozooims from close ranges.on the town of St. walo, destroyed two

“11l oz .nd i three Tcot stone wall which ‘eneny troors were using: {or de-
fense, Llso catured eijht officers .nd 158 enlisted men.

1st aeconnaissance Flatoon attachedto Conbat Tean 121,
237 deconnaissance Flatoon attached to 83d Division Reconnaissance Troop.
4., Co.vany C rerortin; even's for 24 hour eriod ending 2359 as follows:
1ot Ltoon uttached to Combut Force 12, 2d :rlatoon in vicinity of Ia
, meste vith 32uoth Infantry lesiment and Free French on mopping uw missicn along
line to Frz Bois, France £ud vossible support in St. Vincent and St. Coulanb.
Loon i ut. talo in direct support to uuoth Infantry Regiment in street
oodw elty limits of st. -alec. Corvany fired eisht rounds AXC, 19 iIE
iz buzooka rocket srenades, destroyving two Pill boxes, & three foot thicik
2lt,  Dazookas weve fired at a range of 75 yards. Company accredited
shie ecarturs of 8 ofiicers, 1568 eniisted men, and an undetermined number
enciy rilled, Throughout *this prhase of {ighting enemy did not retum fire
or our trocps althoush infantry to whien this platoon w<as attached, was fired
n

At ot 1944 (Vieinity ‘o Jossaie, France)

1. Tricf curn ary of satlalion operations for period ending 2200:
a, This Jattalion ninus attached to 33d Division artillery.
be  Cormany 4 minus one pilatoon attached to 329th Infantry Rejiment fired

on a Zijutel locutew in St. halo. This Cidatel wus constructed -vith « 12 foot

Liick concrote wall. <50 rowds of APC:and I'S were fired on this fortification.

TorPicution remained in cnemy hands.

Comcany 5 minus one nlatoon at-ached to 331st Infantry Regiment. &4 Flatoon
Lfired 100 rounds i indirect harrassing unobserved fire, Resultz of this {iring
WMot N e )

Comnany C minus two latoons attached to 330th Infantry Regiment. &4 Platoon
acsisted 350th Ind ntry Regiment in strect fighting in St. lmlo. Fired 10 rounds
APC and 10 rounds 5 at b Aldlngs designated by the infantry. This platoon was

subjected to 20mm anti-sircraft fire. No casudties suffered. 1lst Flatoon attached

to Combat Jewan lels 24 rlatoon atiached W0 329th Infantry Regiment in vicinity
L, Colw:be, {ired dircct @gainst enemy strong points. Flatoon received counter
batiery irc ca sing destruction fto one 3" gun.
“3d ZReconnaissance rlatoon attached %o U3d Division Recommaissance Troope
is% Jcconnaissunce latoon nlus 24 .‘latoon, Company A plus 3d Platoon Company
“ro ected west flank and rear of 83d Division in vicinity of Dinan.

2
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12 4dusust 1644 (Vicinity La Jossaie, France)

1. essage cent from this leadquarters to our Reconnaissance stated that Free
French naurol° cncountered small arms and nachine gun fire in vicinity of Dinan
(770940), ©83d division advises that Free French patrols be used to mop up this
resistance.

2. lessagse received at 1000 from CG 83d Division Artillery stated that any
veih haviag difficnlty in obtaining any type ammunition or component will notify

-6 - 4 b
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this e:fivart-rs by the most ex-edition$ meuns in orler that action may b
taken to obtain sume from the beach 1f' necessary by the use of Quartermaster
truelis.
3. lozsuje received from ouwr Aeconnaissance at 1430 staied that reconnaissance
was made nortin of brid:e in Dinan. Free French patrols plus one section of Re-
connaissance travelled north and south of River Valley. Recornmalssance was in
pro~ress since 0302 hours., Lo contact made with enemy patrols. Reconnaissance
hid in vicinity of bridge during daytime and moved out dwiny night. Ambush
was planned for the night. Sixteen (16) prisoners taken. (two beinz women)
4, 3Brief swmary of 2attalion operations ror period ending 2200;

a, This Battalion minus attached to 83d Division artillery.

Corpany A in close support of 329th Infantry Regiment provided assault
fire, 1st and 23 platoons oper:.ted in vicinity of St, lalo (785135) resulting
in the destruction oi an enemy fortification, four 20mn anti-auircraft guns, one
80rm un, one machine 'un nest, four pill boxes, three small boats, one light
house. 411 firing was direct and observed.

Company © minus one rlutoon in close support of 33lst Infantry Regiment,
2d Flatoon fired unobserved harrassing fire.

Company C minus two ; latoons plus one rlatoon Com any B in close suprort
of Combat Team 121, 2d Flatoon this company, attached to Combat Team per VOCG
329th Infantry Regiment for mopring up overutions in vieinity St. Columbe. 3d
Platoon fired direct fire against enery strong points in the same area, resulting
in the destruction of one 20mn anti-aircraft gun, two rill boxes, one fortified
strong point. ' )

13 Auzust 1944 (Vicinity la Jossaie, France)

1. - lessage froo Battalion SX at 1605 to 1lst Reconnaissance Flatoon relieved the
platoon of its present ::issicn and to return to Battalion CP at once,

2, lessuge at 2130 from 1lst <ecormmaissance Flatoon stated they had been fired on -
by enery ratrol, estimated fifteen strong, at coordinates 767073,

3. Attachments: '

a. 3Sattalion attached 83d Division Artillery.

bes Co. pany A in support of 329th Infantry Regiment. First platoon fired
direct assault fire on St. ~alo destroying a Jde'" railway gun. Third Platoon figed
direct assault fire on St, lalo destroying two artillery guns in vicinity of
795135, '

c. Company B 1:inus one platoon in direct support of 331lst Infantry Regiment,
Second platoon fired 224 rounds 3" HE indirect unobserved harrassing fire on
anti-aircraft batteries on known locaticns with result of silencing anti-aircraft
fire during friendly bombing. -

d. Company C minus two platoons and 3d j;:latoon, Company B, in support of
330th Infantry Regiment fired direct assault fire against enemy assault fire
in St. ~alo. Destroyed two enemy anti-tank guns and enemy armor and weapons--
type unknown.

es 1lst Reconnaissance platoon executed zone resonnaissance in area north
of Dinan. ‘ .

2d Reconmaissance platoon attached to 83d Division Reconnaissance Troop.
4, Sumary of pperations for end of period: _ .

a. Operational strength end of pericd: 31 officers, 2 warrant officers,
and 699 enlisted men,

b. Two enemy anti-tank guns, two eneuy artillery guns, one pill box and “‘?

-7 -
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and ore 10" railway sun vere destroyed. Uo7 rotpds al'C and 9541 roinds 3 and
two smoke ware fired for the yperiod.

14 August 1944 (Vicinity of la Jossaie, Frunce)

1, iessage from Battalion 5X to lst Recommaissance Tlatoon at LL0U reslieved the
piatoon from Combat Te:r: 121 and to revort back to Battali.n C: at once.
2. This battalion attached <5d Division artillery. <Jor'pany . 11 close suw port
of 329th Infantry Regiment. 2d Flatoon [ired in Cidutel located in st. alo,
resulis unknown. Coiipany © ninus 3d Platoon in direct suprort o 33lst Infontry
Regirent. 3. Platoon, Coryany 3, and 3d latocn, Company C, fired 133 rouvnds
APC and 104 rounds 42 at Chateau vicinity of vt. -alo whidh was used Dby the
eneny as a fortification, the rortification vas neutralized :nd the infuntry
storred and took the chateau.

Company C in close support of' 330th Infantry Regirent. 2d Ilztoo.s:, Corpany
C, was relieved assitn ent with the Free French Forces uand took .ositions ir st.
Servan for firing into Dinard.

1st Reconnaissance Flatoon executed aiea und zone reconcaissance in viecinity
of le i.inibic. 24 Reconnaissance Flatoon attached to ©dd neconnaissance trooys.

15 August 1944 (Vicinity Ia Jossaie, Frence)

Brief sum:ary of operations for this date:

1, Operational strength: 31 officers, 2 warrant officers, 668 cvnlisted ren.

2, This Battalion attached €3d Division artillery. Cowpany A in support of

329th Infantry Regiment, end fired direct fire upon the Cidatel in St. ialo.
Company B moved in close support of 330th Infuntry Regiment.

. Company C held in reserve, lst nlatoon relieved from 121 Task Yorce, re-
turned to the company. 2d platoon relieved from 529th Inlentry . e imert. Conm-
pleted its mission with the Free French at St. Vincent and rejoined its conrany.
3d platoon fired seven rounds APC and ¢ight rounds HE in vicirity St. :alo,
results unknown.

3« The firing companies of this battalion destroyed three eneny 1ill boxes,
one enemy observation post and expended 440 rounds APC and 278 rounds - E.

16 August 1944 (Vicinity la Jossaie, Frunce)

1, lessage at 2046 from Battalion S-3 to Company C to open rire on Cidatel at
0730 17 August 1944. Keep the fire low to avoid misses., Jirect fire is per-
mit?ed on any target you oan see on the island to the north. (Island in St. .alo
bay
2., Brief sumary of operations for this date:
a. Operational strength: 31 officers, 2 warrant officers, 650 enlisted :en.
be No enemy armor or vehicles were destroyed by this Battalion for this period.
c. Battalion attached 83d Division Artillery. Company A support of 329th
Infantry Regiment. 1st and 2d platoon in position for direct assault fire on
Cidatel in St, lialo. 3d platoon in reserve. Company B in close surport of 35lst
Infentry Regiment. 1lst and 3d platoon in direct support. lo action. 2d platoon
fired 150 rounds HE direct observed fire on enemy gun emplacemcnts.
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Coapany C under Zattali n control. 1st vlatoon und £d  latoon . vicinity ol
Uinard in firic - osition to fir- direct asssult on Cide tel, no rounds fired,
3d nlatoon in reserve.

2d Recomnaissance vlatoon to 83d Division. Leconnaissance troon was re-
lieved from attachment at 1600 and returned to Battalion control,

17 August 1944 (Viecinity of lae Jossaie, France)

l. Meossuge at 2005 from Battalion S-3 to all companies of this Battalion or-
dered all companies to be released from present assigments and to move to con~-
centration area in vicinity of Battalion CP. Companies will lesmve present areas
at 0800 18 August 1944.
2. Drief operatioral report for this date:

as Operational strenzth: 31 officers, 2 warrant officers, 636 enlisted men.
(2 emlisted men LWi)

b. No eneriy armor or wvenicles destroyed by this Batfallon.

ce 593 rounds APC and 323 rounds HE were fired during this pericd, fired on
Cidatel prior to its swrender at 1600,

d. DBattalion attached 8xd Division Artillery. Company A in close support of

.829th Infantry Regiment. 1st and 2d platooms fired direct on Cidatel in St. sulo.

Company ¥ in close support of 331lst Infantry Regiment., Company C in reserve. 1lst
platoor in St. lalo assigned direct fire mission by Division Artillery to fire
upon Cidatel. They fired three rounds AFC and 95 rounds HE. Results unknown.

2d platoon in, Dinard. Fired two rounds APC and four rounds He. esults urknown.
lst and 24 Ren platoons under Battalion control.

18 August 1944 (Vicinity ia Jossaief France)

Brief operational summary for this date:

l. Operational strength: 31 officers, two warrant officers, and 706 enlisted

men (forty enlisted men replacements recelved)

2. " No enemy armor or vehicles destroyed by this Battalion for this date.

3. Battalion attached 83d Division Artillery. Company A moved from St. Malo

end arrived in concentration area in vicinity of la Jossaie at 1030, Nb enemy
engaged. Companies B and C arrived in concemtration area vicinity of “a Jossaie.
Battalion akloted to personnelnfor personal hygiene and care and cleaning of equip-
ment. "&'

19 August 1944 (Vicnity of la Jossaie, France)

Summary for operations for this period:

l. Battalion attached 83d Division Artillery,

2, Company A’ atjached 325th 1nfantry Regiment combat team which moved to vic-
inity of Angers. .
3.. Company B in bettalion comeentration ares spent this period for reorgan-
jzetion and care and cleaning ef clothing amd equipment.

4.. Company C attached-to 380th Infantry Regiment combat team which movod te
vioinity-Dinard and 8t. Malo #er beach defense mission.,
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o AT ol w4 llen sateoons wunder witalic contrel. Tl e spent o reor .n-
core j "o elobilngs and eguiinent and rersonal i -iene

oowerb Li4s (Jicinitr of < Jossale, Fronce/

ain wt 1540 howrs
e wimirs ol cerations for this period:
a.  woeraticnal strength: 30 ofiicers, 2 warrant oiiicers, and 706 enlisted

men (1 officer LIA) : (
-0 ene.y arwor or vehicles destroyed for this perixd. .o ammunition

L )

Sattalion attached 83d Ddivision -rtillery. Coupany A attuched to 329th
Comat Tean in vicinity of angers. Company B under 3attalior control
in vici ity of Clia lenouriais. Goupany C attached to 330th Infantry itegiment

f
i

Corbnl Tuiun i Yinard-3t, ialo beach defense. i
¢, 1rt and 2d 2en olatoons under Battalion control in vicinity of Battalion CP. !

1 awoust 1944 (Vienity of Cla sencuriais)

Surlalry ol orerstions lor this period:

l. Zattalion attachud .3 Jivision artillery.

Zo. Oeriaviconal strensth: 30 officers, 2 warrant officers, 706 enlisted men.
3e -0 erermy armor or vehicles destroyed durin; this period.

4. hree 3" inch runs not operational, one prime mover, one L0 and two one-
guarter ton vehicles not o eruticnal,

5. Comi.any 4 attached to 529th Infuntry Reziment “ombat Tean in viciiity of
ANTETS .

G. oumany O attached to 35lst Infantry Regiment C“ombat Team which moved to

vicinity ol ~antes.,
7. <o any C attached to $50th Infantry “egiment Corbat Tesm on beach defense
i vicinity of 5t,., -mlo=-vinard. Une v atoon fired harrassing fire on Islamd of

Czenbie,
‘. 1st and 2d Ren platoons uncer Battulion control. Tine was spent in care
and cl anin; of nersonnel and eguiiment.
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22 Antust 194w (Vieinity of Vla lenouriais, France)

1. o ciange from previous date. Operational strength remains the same. Due
to the —reat distances between companies and the Battalion CP it has becoms

dif'ficult to kecp daily contact with them.
2. 1st and 2d Ren platoons attached to 83d Divisiom Ron Troops.

25 ausust 1944 ( ‘ieinity cf Cla ienouriais, France)
ricl swiary ol opveratiors for this period: )
1. Jperaticuwwl strength: 50 orficers, 2 warrant officers, 705 enlisted men
(onc v liste. man KId)

2. Catitailion attached 33d vivision Artillery.

3. Convany 4 attached 52¥th Infantry Regiment Combat Team in vicimity of Angers.
4 331st Infantry Regiment Co: bat Team in vicinity of Nantes.

50

. Comnany 5 attached
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5024 7. De In Unit Journal Cont'd)

Se Coumrany C attached 330th Iafantry ideginent Yombat Team in vicinity Dinard-
St, ialo beach defensc. 24 Flatoon fircd 300 rownds I'Z on Island of Czembre and
sunk one ememy patrol boat off the island.

8, 1st and 24 Ren platoons attached &3d Jivision Ren Troop.

7. Lotier of commendation dated 23 August 1944 from ajor General :obert C.
iacon, Us S Army, Commanding 84d Infantry Yivision commending this Dattalion
for the vigorous and efficient manner in which we operated so successfully in
the recently concluded St. :alo-Dinard operation.

e Letter of commendation received from Arizadier General R, 1. lontague, U,
S. Army, Commnding §3d Division Artillery, deted 20 fugust 1944, in which he
hizhly cormended this Battalion for outstanding participation in direct fire on
various fortified areas in both St, ila)o and Dinard sectors, and pointed out
that despibe the difficulty and denger of enemy direct fire upon us we enthus-
igstically carried out our missions. -

9. The 2d Ren platoon while on road patrol mission in viecinity of 3lain,
France, one section of this platoon was anbushed by 'a Gerren patrol armed with
rocket launchers. Ithe enemy waited for the 1/4 ton venicle, the lead vehicle
in the scction to run right upon them alonz this road, at which time they arose
from tnheir concealed nositions and at point blank range fired their rocket
lavnchers dire~tly into the side of the vehicle, killing one enlisted man and
woundiny two other enlisted men. The enemy then fired another round at the IB
inmedately in roar of the lead 1/4 ton vericle which was a hit but no casualtiocs
to persomnel in the vehicle. <the T crew fired eight rounds of 37im IHE at the
encrmy, but caused no known casualties. The enemy escaped. <Ihis action took
rlace at a road junction sovth of Blain (coordinates $25875)

24 Aujust 1944 (Vicinity of 8la lenouriais, France)

Brief summary of operttions for this date:

l. Operational strength: 30 officers, 2 warrant officers, and 705 enlisted men.
2. Battalion attached 83d Division Artillery. '

3. Company A attached 329th Infantry Regiment Combat Team in vicinity of 4ngers.,
4, Company 5 attached 331st Infantry Regiment Combat Team in vicinity of Nantes.
5. Company C attached to 330th Infamtry Regiment Comlat Team in vicinity of
Chateau fe Valerise. ’

6. 1lst and 2d Ron. Platoons attached 83d uivision Ren Troops.

25 August 1944 (Vicinity of Chateaubriant, ‘France)

A. Sunmrary of operations for this period. . '
13 JOperational strength end of period: 30 officers, 2 warrant officers,
and 695 enlisted men.
2. Battalion attached R3d Division Artillery.
3. Company A attached 333&h Infantry Regimenmt Combat Team in vic inity of Angers.
4. Company B attached 33lst Infantry Regiment Combat Team in vicinity of iantes.
5. Company U attached 330th Infantry Regiment Combat Team in vicinity of
Chateau fe Valerie.
B. CP Group and Headquarters Company moved from present area to new area located
near Chateaubrient (230065). Arrived new area at 1145.
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26 Auzust 1944 (Vicinity of Chateaubriant, Irance)

1. Crorational strength €or this periocd: 30 oflicers, 2 warrant o.ficers, &nd
696 enlisted men, (one WS¢ and two replecerents received) Tvio 3" ~ne net orer-
ational, one rrime mover, two 1/4 tons not onerutional, one "% dontrored.

2. No change in attachments from previous dat®.

27 August 1944 (Vicinity of “hatesubriant, France)

de -Operctional strength for this pericd: 30 officers, 2 warrant officers,
and 716 enlisted men (twenty replacements received)
2, HNo change from previous date on company or Ren platoons attaclments,

28 August 1944 (Vicinity of Chateaubriant)
[

l, 8024 T. D, Bn minus comanies A, B, and C and two Ren platoons attached to
83d Division Artillery.

2, Company A attached to 329th Infantiy. Company A (minus 24 nlatoon; moved
to vicinkty Chateau Fe Vallerie, 2d ; latoon remained in angers, ond fired 76
rounds HE on orossroads south of the Loire iliver.

3. Company B attached to 351st Infantry Regiment in vicinity :erie,

4, Company C attached to 330th Infantry Rejiment, relieved of attaciment and
moved in support of 330th Infantry Regiment to vicinity Dinerd-8t. lale with
the mission to fire on the island De Czembre.

5., The lst and 2d Ren platoons attached to 330th Infantry Zeziment relieved
of attachment and attached to 329th Inlantry Regiment with mission of ratrolling
vicinity of Quzouers.
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29 dyugust 1944 (Vicinity of Chateaubriant)

1. This Battalion minus companies A, B, and C and 2d xcn platoon attached to
83d Division Artillery. _

2. Company & attached 329th Infantry Repiment.

3. Company B attached to 33lst Infantry Regiment. 1lst platoon relicved of
attachment to lst Battalion, 331lst Infantry and attache: to 3olst ‘nfantry lecd-
quarters for indirect fire missions, Fay-De-Bretagne to herie. 2d nlatoon
attached to 2d Battalion, 331st Infantry Regiment for indirect flrmg mission,
no firing. 3d Platoon moved %o Saturn in Mobile reserve controllins roads from
Nantes to Temple-De=-Bretagne, no action.

4. Company C-in support of 330th Infanmtry Reziment. 1st and 2d platoons in
Dinard and 3d platoon in St. Malo. All platoons with the mission of firing

on Island De Czembre. Fired 49 rounds APC and 225 rounds IE.

6._1st and 2d Ron_platoons attached to 329th Infuntry Regiment.

30 August 1944 (Vicinity of cha.teaubrlant ’ Franoe)

1, To oha.nge in any attachments from previous date.
2, Compa.ny fired 229 rounds B on lgland of De Czembre.
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31 Aucust 1944 (Vieinity of “rateauiriant, Yrance)

1. :i0 change of any atiachments from previous date.

2. 3d platoon, Company A, fired 19 rounds APC and 20 rounds HE at enemy rail-
road traein in vicinity Acbrose., its were observed but train was not stopped.
3. Company C fired 229 rounds EE on Island-De-Czembre.
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