HEABQUART ERS
T74TH TANK DESTROY:R BATTALION
AP0 403 US ARMY

1 December 1544

SUBJECT ¢ After Battle Repert,

TO s+ Cemmsmding General, XX Carps, AP0 340, US Army, Histerical Sest
(thru channels)

On 1 Nevember 1944 the 774th T Bn,atteched te the 4th TR Gp,
vag empleyed In the aeoter ef the XX Corps as fellewsy; Ce. "A" with Op
at Babilby (U716686) had 1st Plat. eupleyed em primary missien in pesitien
vic, ef (U715640), 2rd snd 3rd Plateens perferming secendary missien in
suppert ef Ce, "C", BOTTH Bu. im pesitien at (U72660) and (U715656) :
respectively, Cempany "B", with CP north of Mars la Teurs (U658695) had
2nd Plateen perferming secendary migsien, supperting fires eof the 344th
Fo A PBattelion frem pesitiens at (U7025564) and lst and 3rd Platesns
porforming primary missiens frem peaitiens st (U708602) and (T22679)
respeotively, Cempamy “C" with CP at Gerse (U73007Q) had lst Plateen
performing secemdary missien, supperting fires of 34dth ¥, A. Ba. frem
peaitien at (UT00560), 2nd Flateen in primary pesitiens im the vioinity
of Gerze (U730810) aad 3rd Platesn im primery pesitiens in the vioinity
of Newsant (U770489). 1st Reoennaissance Platesn furnished additienal
gecurlty fer the 3rd Platesn, Ce. "¢" and menming Op's nerth ef Neveant
(U770489), The 2ad Reoennaissance Plateem manned Qp's at (U752617) end
(U743621) in the srea of Company "G . Battalien CP and Aid Statien Were
located at Trenville (U674665)s The Battaliem Rear Eohelem was st
Spenville (U6L0G44),

\Gompanyﬂ "B* fired twe harrassing missiena expending 17 reunds,
HBE Company “C® fired ene ehserved migsiem, 35 reunds HE en Ft, Drient
(U776630) end ene harrassing missien of 12 reunds HE

Spasmadic enemy artillery fire reperted fallimg im mll Cempany
arsas during the day, There were ne casunlties er material damase.

There was ne shanze im the Battalien's dispesition en 2 Nev, 44
and Ce. "B" fired six missiens, thres harrassing and three interdioctien,
expending 82 reunds HE, Cempany "C" fired three ebserved missiens en Fh,
Briant (U775530) exrending.85 revnds HE,

_Twe flying wembs passed over pesitions Aefu{:ompmy A", 'm;ving
in & southerly direotien .

- On & Nev, 44 Company "B" fifjud goven harrvassing missiens,

expe ding 78 rounds HE Cempany "C" fired six harrassing mlssiens,
expending 62 reunds HE, Ne ether activity was reperted during the day,
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on 4 Nevembor 1944 Company "C* fired ene obvserved ceunter battery missien,
expending 122 reunds EE. Ohaerver repsrted three snemy field pieces were
silenced., Company "B" fired five ekmerved missiens, expending 44 rounds HE ex .
ferts in the Jeanns dtAre (U778558) amd Brient (U7818760) greups. Fire frem
these fertz neutralized during cemcentratiems, The lat Ron. FPlatesz ocaptured
one Gorman prisenor at Novesst (U770489). The 3rd Flateen, Cempany "C",
spprehaded sne civilien suspeot and placed him im ths 10th Armered Divisien's

PWE, = %

On B Nevember 1944, during the beurs of darkness extending frem 4 Navember
te 5 Nev. 1944, Company "C" fired eight harrassisg missiens, expending 68
revads HE.. Lo -

L]

Orders were received frem XX Cerps Artillery, threugh o, 4th TP Cp,
attaching the Battalien te 95th Infambry Divisien, The Battaliem Cemmander
reperted te 95th Infamtry Divisiem fepr instructione and wag erdered te place
ene platesn in pesition im the vioinity 'ef Uckange (USET9), pesitiens te be
socupied prier te dewn, 6 November 1944,

3 _
At 1400 the Battalien received verval erders frem (0, 4th TD Op that it
wap relieved frem attachment te the 95th Infantry Pivisiem and was sttached te
the 6th Infantry Diviaiem., All Gompa#iéjs assemdled in vicinity ef respective
Pts and prepared ta move te pesitiens in 6th Imfantry Bivisien secter en
Divisienal erders. At 1600, Co. A" wag erdered te plece tWe platoens in
position eust of the Meselle River., The 3rd Plateen was ylacel in primary
position in the vioinity of Cermy (U774488) and the 2nd Plateer Was placsed
in primary pesition at (U7774656), The platesns clesed inte mesigned pe gitiens
at 1800 heurs, - ' '

Comzany "C" fired six imterdioctienm missiens, expending 52 rounds, HE.

On & Nevenber 1944 the remaisder of the Battsliem meved inte the Bth
Infantry Division secter and upen arrival thereat wes ylaced in suppert ef
the 1lth Infantry and wes assigned the missien of furrishing antiemechanized
protaction ts the nerth flamk of the 5th Infemiry Divisiea's wridgehead,
eaat of the Messlle River, south ef Mets, Company "2" and twe platoons, Ce, "A"
wore placed im pesitien pretectinmg appremches in the assigned seoter and Cempany
"C*, with eme plateen of Ce, "A™, was pluced ir indirect firing pesitiens im
suppert of the 19th F, A. Battaliem.

Oa 7 Nevembor 124}&, during the hours ef darkmess exteuding frem 6 Nevember
te 7 Nev. 1944, Cs "C" fired tem harrassing missiens, expending 119 reunds, HE,
Targets osnsisted mainly of enamy held villages, merth and esst of the wridge~
head, 1st Platesn, Cempany "A" was remeved frem secendary and placed inm primary
position south of ¥rd Plateen, Cempany ™A™ at (U768453), theresy addimg depth
te the antiumechaniged defemss along the mest prevatle armered appreach,

Puring the heurs ef darkness frenm 'if Nev. te 8 Nevember 1944, Cempany "O"
fired tem harrassing missiens om enemy held villages merth and emst of the
wridgehead with 114 rewnds HE expended. '
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| Upen versal erders of the Commuu?;jing Gemeral, 5th Infantry Divisien
- Artillery, the 3rd Plateem, Cempany " 'y Was relisved of sevendary missiem
and placed in position im the vicimity ef Arnaville (U761472) te cever

the nerth ap;reach te the 5th Infantry Divisien wridgzehesd west ef the Hesalle

River.

Cempany "C" fired eight ewsorved missiens, sxpendiag 70 rounds, HE on
targets of eppertunity imolvdimg: tanks, pillbex and InTantry, Fawrasle
resultz were ektalned su Infantry tariet,

Om 9 Neyember 1944, Compamy "C" fired one missiex (registration)
expeading 19 reunds HR The roemaimder of the Baitalien centinued clesxe
suppert of the 11th Infentry and orgentzation of poasitions, :

£

On 10 Nevember 1944 the Cempanles were placed in olese suspert ef
1l1th Iafanty as fellews; Ce. "A", susperting the 35rd Battalienm; Company "B",
with 1st Rem. Platesn attehed, swporting 2ad Battaliem; Cempamy "C*, with
2nd Rom Plateen attached, muppertisg lst Battaliss, The Companies ware
ordered te maintain ¢lese limisen with respective Infantry Battsliens and
te displace plateens ferward Wy wrunds as Infentry advanced te the nerth
toward Mot e, v ’

From the peried 11 Fevember 1944 te 22 November 1944 the Battaliem furnished
clese suprert te the 1lth Combat Tesm in 1ts suoceas ful attack en the fertress
oity of Motz and at the alese #f the eporatisn elements of the Battalien were
in pesitions im the cutakirts of the og;_ty ltealf, Company "C", at a rangs of
400 yards, Wy firing A,P.C., ¥df, had steceeded in effeoting s penetration imte
Fto St, Priwtd (U846552). ; :

A total ef 32 priseners were taken during the eperatien tsgether with .
Gormam equipment in the emeunt of feur 37 mm AT gung, ens 60 mm. mertar, and
four light machine guns »eing destreyed,

On 22 Revember 1944 the Battalisn was relieved frem sttaohment te the
6th Iufantry Divisiem and was attached te the 4th TB Gresup, Cempanies asgembled
and prepared mevement te any sester,
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Three priseners were captured oy the 3rd Flateen, Company "C" in the
violrity ef Armaville (U755472).

O 23 November 1944 the Pa.talien remained in assembly pesitisss, The
entire day war speat in maintenance ef material snd caring ef ysrsenamel
o ipment, The 3rd latesn, Cempany "(", captured 2 priseners,

Or 24 Nevemker, upes versal srders of the (0, 4th Ip Greup, the Battalien g
wes placed in zemoral suppert of the 378th Infe.try Cemwat Team, 95th Infantry
Div,, eperating em the right flank ef the XX Corps. The Betteliem was asaigned |
additienal missien of anti-mechanized prspectian ey the right flank of the
XX Corpsa. : , Ny . J
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on the 26th of Yevemser 1944 the Haitalien meved freia assembly pos:tiens
te pesitiens en the right flank of the 378tk Iafentry, the Bettalien CF olesing
jute Freceurt (QVU40540) et 1630, The rocemnsizgasce plateens Wers assipaed
pisglen of regenmsitoring im edvance of the gum pesitiens,

—

om the 26th ef Nsvembsr 1944, ne 5T8th Infentry sdvanced, Cempany "B wug
lempfre;ging inte pesitien at fondrenge (Q115779). Compunies were s fullewge
Compuny " resained as dispeasd. Compuny "A" oocoupied pusitiens at uerting
(Q1B7664) and clesesd im at 1200, The First fon Plateen resenueitared positiens
ot Zirming (QE59516) and captured ene prissner dressed as a eivilian, The First
Por Plotosn reseunsitored seuthsast ef Owervise (QL70620) and recelived small arme
fire = rifles amd machine guns, Fire/wes returned Wy ‘rosenna lssance persenael,
rosulting in twe enemy killaede 4% lﬂ% ’tho;ﬁnﬁwhnuE?"Tﬁlca_gﬂ-,'iuto darlenge
{QoB0E8E). \ c o
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on 27 Nevemssy 1944, Ce. "C" plhis the Sscend dem pledcen was attached te ;

the 3rd Battalien, Gth Infantry uwd meved imte pesitien in 5rd Battalien sectey :
&t Lengville (QZ00E80). a :

The Sessnd lon Plateen wWas givai’u the missien te maintein eentact with the
578th Infautry em the left flunk i the 3nd Ba-talien, Sth Infantry. Ce, "B"
reved te positisns im the vicinity ef Nlewsrvisse (Q160638), clesing inte

poaitivn at 1640, The Jattelion (P clesed inte Coume (QL53672)s Co. "BY
oaptured eue priseaer, ' ,

 Om 28 November 1544, tho First Rom Plateen ountacted snemy infantry
4 mile ssuth of Ham {Q220667) and in tt;iie eguing actien 1 prisezer was tokea
end 20 onmewy killed. Tho First Hon Plateem suffered mo casusltles, Cempany
"B" moved te pesitious im the vialmity f Hargartea (Q1787035).

o8 29 Hoveuber 1344 Compasy "B" expended 80 reusds, HE, direot fire lute
the eneny held pesiticns im the tewn of Falk (QE00626), im suppert of friendly
infantry attackimg the viliuge. ~ .

On 30 Neverber 194{ there was ue change in digpesition of Battalien and o
ze activity reported, : .

‘ Lieumnant Celensl, Infuntry
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