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T{ist TiME DES{ROYIR £ TL LIOH ISTORY
1 Jamiary 1945 -

4s ORIGINAL UNIT

The 771lst Tenk Deostroyer Batielion, separste, wes sotivated 15 December 1941
ot ¥ort Tthesn illen, Vermont, by Letier, Wor Deporiuwent, File 10 320.2 (11~

17-41), ¥R=~0, doted 5 Decewber 1P4l.

The Battnlion wes formed from & snd B RBetberies of the 18Gth and 187th
rield Artillery Regiments snd the nti~Tank Plotoon of the 250bh Mield

artilleory Regiment.
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Muridng the yasr 18495, the Tebles of Orgenizetion snd “gquipment wars chengoed
twico with no affect on tha munber of peraonnal. chenze 4 to Teble of
Sresnimation wnd wuipmont 18=2%, ditod, 10 farch 1983, indicsind thab
parponnel would bs listad an stobus esrds wa "7leld riillery {172)" In liau

of sro =nd servico.

rdng the esrly port of ths perled, »ll Cerrissoa, notor, 10, wors
torasd in snd Corrisgess Uotor, 156, v:ai.éhh K e pun, roploced fhawe I addi-
$ion, Chenmo & 85 feble of Urpsnimetion and guipment 13-RT, detad 10 serch

‘ ]

1973, suthorized 2 tulldozers, 1, per bestroyer uompery snd scoh Coupany wes

aguiprad with thop. %

On 1 Dacember 1945, the Battalion was inpotivated to jnactive status.
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Strongth st Boglnning of Peried
Officera - 39, Werrent Officers = 1, Inlisted ijen - 564.

BTRIZIGTE NET CILIGHR
0 WO i 0 W0 28
1 Teb 45 39 1 sl 0O 0 20
1 Mor 45 38 1 584 -1 0 0
1 apr 45 38 - 1 597 0 0 13
1 May 45 57 0 1 604 ~1 0 7
1 Jun 45 38 1 586 1 0 -3
1 Jul 45 3 0 1 613 -2 0 25
1 sug 45 38 1 622 2 0 9
1 gop 45 57 1 619 -1 0 -5
Al 1 o0at 45 29 1 689 % 0 70
1 Yov 45 : 14 0 68l -15 0 -5
1 Dec 45 0 0 0 -l 0 -68,
det Chsnge V¥or Yasr
Officers 39 - E#afran‘b Officers 1 - Inlisted l'en  sg
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LOVERICH, Rhinelsnd, Germsny = 1 Januery to 25 Pebrusry 19495; hattslion
in defensive sotion, with exception of awall offensive
push executed on 26 Jemmery 1945.

GEVINICH, Rhinelend, Germsny ~ 26 ?ehruary 1945; battolion oromseed Roer
River st LINVNICH iin support of 102d . S. Infantry Di-
vision ntitack towsrd the Rhine River.

LOVENICK, Rhinelend, Germeny = 27 Mebrusry 1945; sdvenced with 102d In-
fentry Diviasion attacke,

RHZINDANLAEN, Rhineland, Germsny — 38 Februsry to 1 Merch 194%; advence
eontimied through SRKILINZ.

HO3R, Rhinelsnd, Germeny = 2 Harcﬁ to 4 Harch 194%5; advanced through
HiRDT with 1024 1, 8. Infentry Divieilon.

VIZRgT, Rhinelsrd, dermany - 5 Mséch to 11 Mareh 19453 remsined during
rost perlod after objective ot MRIFELD hed been token.

FRPELD, Rhineland, Qernmany =~ 12 ﬁérﬁh to %1 Meroh 1945; remsined in
defonsive positligh with 102d U 8 Infantry Divislion.

DARUP, Westpholis, Gormany - 1 aipril to 2 april 1945; travelled through
© 87. TOWIS, KRIPEY snd SAVALN, orossing Rhine River on
1 april st WEsih in support of the 1lth Y. 8. Osvalry

Eroup.

OTTMARSBOCHOLT, Westphalla, fGermany = 3 Aprril 1945; advenesd in support
of the llth U. 8. Cevelry Group In its drive to the
Elbe River end erossed DORTMUND-HMS Genal by way of
NOTTULY snd STENDEN.

OSTHEVERN, Westphalis, Germesny - 4 spril 1945; sdvenced through WiRSHDORF.

MELLE, Westphalia, Germesny ~ 5 4april, 1945; advenaed through ROTHNFELOE.

LUBBUCKE, Westphalls, fermeny = 6 Aspril to 7 spril 1945; advanced through
RODINGHAUSEN. ‘

TITDERWONR Y, Westphalia, Germeny - 8 :ipril 1945; advenced by way of MINDEW
and MEERRSECK, orossing Weaer River west ol BUCKEBURG.

WUNSTORF, Westphalis, Germeny = 9 spril 1945; advenced by way of HORNHORST.
ORMEIDE, Hennover, Germeny = 10 April to 1l 4pril 1945; sdvenced soross

Leine River st RICKLINGAN snd remained for 48 hours for
refitting and rapairs.

I
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LEFRTE, Hennover, Germeny = 12 :pril 1945; woved wouthenst throvgh HANNe
OV:iR 1o rejoin and support the 102d U 3§ Infautry Diviailon.

WENZE, Sechsen, Gerumeny = 13 Aspril 194%; sdvenced with 102d U 8 Infontry
Dlvieion throuvgh GIEﬁORg AWD QZBISFELDE.

§TEMDAL, Sschsen, Germany = 14 April to 17 2pril 1945; odvenced to Zlbe
River snd held defensive position, moving through C.LBE
st MILDE and DISHARK. o

STOGKHGE4, Sachsen, Germany ~ 18 April to 20 april 1945; pulled back
through BISYARK nnd BRUHAU to support the Jth irmored
pivision in oleaning out poskets of enemy reslatance.

WAUFARCHAU, Sechsen, Germany - 21 ipril to 26 April 1945; woved south
to join llth US Cavalry Group'in olaaning out Klotz
forest of enany m?mored troope.

LINDSTA0T, 4Smohsen, CGermany = 27 é%ril 0 5 Mey 199453 rojoined 1024 U3
Infantry Bivision for ocoupstional duties in thelr sac-
tor of reeponsibility trovelling tlwrough KLOLZE snd
CALBE at Mildes |
! -

CLlBE ot wilde,. Sschaen, Sormany -%& tisy to 14 ¥May 1945; contimed . ogoups=
tionsl duties with 102d U3 Infentry Division. ‘

FILSLIBNN, Sachsen, Germeny = 135 Moy to 31 May 1945; woved through GiRBE-
LIGIN to new mechor of respousibility to contilnue occu-~
pstional duties with 102d U8 Infantry Division.

fRIEDR ICHSW RTH, Thuringen, Gerusny -~ 1 June to 2 July 1945; sterted train-
ing program ond oontimued occoupstional duties with 102d
Us Infentry Division efter moving through HALSERSTALT,
HORDHAUSEN and LANGINSALZA.

TGN, Boveris, Qermeny - % July to 12 July 1945; rosdjusted officer and
anlisted personnel ss Category II organizstion under :
sttachment to the 4th US Armored Divieion, having moved e

by wey. of RISEN:OH, WIRZBURG, RURNBSAG, qAETL0T and % &
KELHI DS«

AHOLMING, Boveris, formsrny = 13 July to 18 July 1945; carried on osoupa-~
tionsl dutiss and treining under 102d US Infeontry Divi-
sion, hsving moved through REUGINSBURG, STRAURBING and
FLATILING. i

#00S, Beveris, Germany = 19 July to 21 September 10453 continued ocoupati~
onul duties snd training under 102d 13 Infantry Divielon
ond from 1 sapteomber 1945 under the £3d U3 Infsntry Divieion.
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28« CAMP BO ’I‘G;\‘!, 450y Suippea, Merne, france = 24 Jeptomber 1945 to
November 1%45. Regen processing for roturn to United
3totee alter 3~day rosd snd rail movement from }003
by wey of RiQIVSBEAE, MURNBEAG, WURZBURG, DARMST: BT,
OFFPRNIEIM, NMOBURG, SAARBRUCKEN, XE70Z, NANCY, VITRY~
LE=YR4NC0I8, CHALONG=3UR=4ARIS and SUIPPES.

' 29. CAMP PHILIP MORRIS, Cainneville, France - 18 November 1945 to
21 November 1945. Completed preparation for over-
scas movemeni. Movement by rail from SUIPPES, France.

30. CAMP KILMIR, New Jersey - 29 November 1945 to 1 December 1945. Battalion
' inactivated following overseas movement from Le
Havre POE aboard E. B. Aloxander and rail movement
from NYPE,

L3
Ew
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e~ FOOT MARCHZS

‘ay HNone wore econducted during either the combst phene or aftor the
war with Germany wes conoluded on & Mey, 1945.

II. HMOTOR it4RCHZ3

#s 411 movements by vehicle wers {aotioal until the end of the war
with Germany on & Way, 194%. :

be Following ths eclose of the waré gix msrches were conducted in vsrious
moves osonnected with the occupetlionel dutlies of tho battellion and with
its move to the fessmbly ires Qowwand for ehipment to the United Stotes.

1. Harch from Calbe, Mreis Gerdelegen, Sschmen, Cermany, to RILSLUBIN,
Freis ‘leuhaldensleben, Jachson, Germsny, wes conducted in five
march unite st a rete of 29 miles par hour.

2. Harch from DILSLABYEH, Kreiﬁ Neuhe ldoneleben, Hscheen, dermeny, o
FRIZDR ICHSYERTH, Vreils Gotha, Thuringen, Qermsuy, woe condusted in
two sorisls, one conteining the wheelad vohicles end the other, the
traoked vehicles. There werae two merch units, end the rate of
wareh was 20 wiles per houp. ‘

%, Harch from FRIDRICHSWHATH, Freis Oothe, Thuringen, dermeny, to
TGN, Jrele ¥elheim, Boverls, Germeny, woe condusted in one sarial
snd four morsch units at e spesad of 20 miles per hour. All the
trzcked vahicles were transported by an Ordnance ivecustion Company
on ¥ 19 end ¥ 2% traneports. '

4, arch from TWIGY, Xreis Yelheln, Neveria, Germeny, Lo AHOLMING,
Wreis Vilshovan, Baveris, Germany, wes conducted in two serials,
ona trscked snd one wheeled, and two morch units st s rate of march
of 20 wiles per hour. Zight of the tresoked iank deatroyers were
tronsported by sn Ordnsnce Hveoustlon Company. |

8, Hareh from AFGLYING, Kreis Vilshoven, Bavaris, Germsry, bto X008,

¥reis Vilshoven, RBavaris, Oermeny, wss conducted in one gsarial ot
2 rata of 20 miles por hour. :

6s liorch from X008, Jrois Vilshoven, Daveris, Garmary, bto GANP BOSTON,

remerbly rres Coummand, suippes, isrne, France, was counducted iu

: two sorisls snd three wergh units. The first serlal deperted on

- ‘ 18 Sapbanbar 19473 by troin end srrived on 21 September 1945 at the
reilhead st SUPPERLY, Merna, Frence, snd the second serial pro-=
ssaded by rosd st 20 miles per hour on 22 September 123435, halting
the first night in the vicinity of WURZDUAS, Beverla, Gerweny, the
second night ot Olise Intermediste Sestion Transiont (Qamp, Neney,
Franca, and closing et CAMP BOBTON at 17004 on 24 Saptember 1945,

;x.,.._, Fega ‘7
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March from CAMP BOSTON, Suippes, France, by rail was conducted in one
serial, The Battalion départed from SUIPPES 17 November 19&5 and
arrived at GAINNEVILLE, France, 18 November 1945.

Batbalion embarked from LE HAVRE, France, POE, 21 November 1945, aboard

T E. B Alexander, arrived NYFPE 29 Hombor 1945. Moved by rail from
E to Camp Kilmer, New Jersey. :

"
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The 771lst Tenlk Destroyer Battalion st the beginning of the year wes attoched
to the 102d US Infantry Diviaion snd remofinad with it until 30 wersh 1943, st
which tima, 1t was attached to the 1lth US Cevalry Group by order of the
Commending General, XIII US Corpse During this initial period it receivsd
oradit for the "(umpeign Rhinelsnd.® ;

-
The Csmpsipgn Rhinel:ind consisted initlelly of holding defsusive positions in
the Siagfried Lina alony the Roer Rivary On 25-26 Junuary 1945, the bsttslion
executed "Operstion swift? in support of the , 102d U5 Infsntry Livision which
closed the left flank of the Winth ynited Sbtetes irmy along ths Hoor River.
from HILFARTH to BRACHTLYN, Rhineland, Germsny. On 23 Pobruary 1945, the
batte lion, still in support of the 1024 U3 Infsntry Division, orosamed the Roer
iver in an essterly direetion and than)swung north to IFILY, Rhinelsud, dermsny,
whera it hslted 4o allow tha 83d US Infentry Division snd the 2d US Armored
Division snd the 95th US Infantry Diviajon to close to the Rhine hiver.

ifter beinz elteched to the llth US Cevelry group on 30 Mureh 1945, thas bettalion
orossed the Rhinhs River on the night ofi3l Werch - 1 spril, 1945, and remsined

in direct support of the aroup until 10! :ipril, et whioh time, 1t reverted to the
aontrol of the 102d US Infentry Division, siding the Division in its battls to

tha 7lbe River which it resched on 14 April 1945. On 17 aspril 1945, the bettelion
was stteched to the Sth US irwored Divieion by order of tha domaesnding Gensral,
XIII Corps, and joined prior to deylight of 18 ipril 1945. oOu 20 ipril 1945,

the battslion was detmsched from the Sth US srmorad Division end sttached to the
11th U5 cavelry Group, rewsining thore unbtil balng sttached sgein bo the

102d 1S Infantry Divieion on 27 +pril 1045, '

The Csmpaimm Cenirsl Awope consisted of 5 screening mission in direct support
of tha 11th 'S Oovslry Group, covering ell territory between the MWinth linited
States ‘rumy left flenk and the gecond British Army right flenks On re=zttuohmant
to the 1024 US Infuntry Division tho battslion engegad in dirset support ol the
nivision in its mimeion of mopping up imoleted pockete of enomy resistonce whlch
had bean left bohind by the rspid sdvance of the 3th US strmored Division from the
Rhine River to the 7lbe Aiver. wWhen the bhotisllion waa cullad back to tho Sth

uS ‘rmord Division sud the 1lth US Cevalry group, 1f wes for the jurposs of
oleaning out a strong pocket of resistsnce, formed by the Von Clouswitz Divisilon,
which hod come through ths north, or lefy, flank of the irmy in the rear of the
XIII I8 Corps Command Post snd had cut off the Msin gupply Routes of the 84th

18 Infentry snd the Sth U3 jrmored Divisions. ‘

rajor Germen units whioh were contocted during the period of combat consisbad
of the &th Parachute Division, tha:59th, 176th, 183d; 338th and 406th Ianfantry
Divisions, the 130th PFenzer Lehr Diviailon, the 15th Fanger trensdier Division

end the 116th Panzer Division.

3o BATTLEG

see "osmpeigne®
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Y. COMinnDING OFFICTIRS IN DIPORTANT Q. liZHT8.

L The 77lst Tank Destroyer Rettelion, under the commend of Lioutensnt Colonsl
v Dovid DeG. Smith, 0-R47367, wee at the beginning of 1945 attached to the
1 102d 13 Infentry Division in 2 defenslve position along a line from WURY,
b Gormeny, LDIDIRN, Gerwmsny, LITIICH, fermeny, %o FLOS3DORF, Germany.
. i

BATE, LIOW HIADOARTING

‘isjor Frank Fe Wilkine : 0283886 ixecubive Officer
i Coptein Jemes Ue Altemus . 03950%4 g-1

Cortain Willism 4. Feddock - 0389807 a=2

Coptein . Robert J. Fetersen | Q1165630 g=3

Saptein Charles %. Orasber L 01821855 a=4

QUIEANY COL¥AHDIERS

lst Ld Aohert 1. Thite - 01821661 Hq Co .

Cepbain John . Clarke -1 01822110 Ren Co .

Cortain Hleber G. Winfield 1 01165988 Go 4

Capbain ¥illard Fe Rendolph | 01821627 0o B

Ceptain Walter 3. Beaver 01165817 Go ¢

Captain Louis 4. Lobes i 0422861 #ed Det

1

During the combst phase thres ohsnges 1n steff end compsny comwender personnel
wes affected. On 26 ipril 1945, Captsin Louie 4. Lobes, 0422861, wes ralieved
by lat Lieutenant Corley . Odom, 0446175, se Bottelion Surgeon, snd wes trane-
forred to the 20lat Genor=zl Hoapital. On 20 spril 1945, Hejor frsnk P, Wilkins,
i 0283866, wae plosced on tewporsry duty ot Reception Stetlon “o. 1, Fort Devens,
Meseuchusatta, being returned to the United States on roivstion, with iejor
Aobert J. Patermen, 01165930, who had bean promoted on 16 Pebruary 1945, becom=
ing ixecutive Officer, and Captsin James G. Altemus, 0393034, becoming 8-3. On
9 spril 1945, Oeptain Waltor S. Besver, 01165817, wos wounded in action snd was
replaced by Captsln Kennath H. Van Tessel, 01165978, ss Commending Officer of
- Comgpsny Ce '

Fega 9
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I. GOMBAY UPFR:TIONS

On 1 Jenuary 1945, the 771at fenk Destroysr finttzllon was sttsched to snd

in direct support of the 102d U3 Infentry Division whiah woe hélding 2 daflen=.
sive line frow WUR, ‘hinelsnd, Germsny, to LINDIRY, Bhinelend, Jermsny, to
LIMICH, Rhinelsnd, Germsny, slong the Roer River to RURDOAF, Rhinelend, Ger=
manys Sach of the three destroyer compenies, with one plstoon of Reconnsiss-
snce (Jompany stiached, wes chargaed with! supporting the infentry regimenta of
the Division with both dirset snd Iindirect fire. Company 3 wes in surport of
the 405th InPantry Regiment, Compsny B, the 407th Infentry Régiment and
Compeny C, the 406th Infsntry agiment.)

Ths Bettla of ths rrdennas wmede it impersetive theot #1ll eolements of LII1I U3
Corps decelve the oprosing Germen forcek =as to the sctusl strength fecing them
in this sector of the Ninth United Stotes irmy, which bordersd on tha right
flank of the Second Britieh irwy, lest. they reslize thet thore was only a
scattering of Amsrloen troors opposing thom =nd take sation throwing in strong
forces to penstrote the linss in depth gnd join with the forses which were try-
ing to push into LIRGH, Relgium. i

i
18 s result, ths Boticlion wee cslled on to prepsre, in cese of » strong counter=
attamok, four lines of dofense for s gredupl withdrswsl o the sputhwest. With
the aid of Bulldozare from the Corps snd Divieion Enginsers, 144 positions in
which thé destroysrs nmight be emplsced were dugs In sddition, direct fire
misslons were currled oul sgesinst tergebs of opportunity, sueh =s known 2nd -
suspected wmpsohing gun smplescements snd dbssrvation posts. This sobion conaisted
of bringing the destroyers up snd leylng thew undsr cover of derlmess snd open—
ing fire et Pfirst 1light in the morninze’ Roving gun wigsions were olao . seslignod
snd 1€ positions were selected fromiwhiech fires were plwced on 143 different
targets chosen frowm mwsp ond aerlisl rhotograph reconnaissrnce.

in lseue of thrae-inch Hevy illuminsting shell in Decowber, used to some exhent
than, wss Pired during this defensive period on omll frow the inCintry o

light vp the sres in front of them so thst they oould detect sny evidences of
the germons forming for » sounterstieck. One pletoon during this time wsae
glwsys in indirect fire position. .

On the night of 25+26 Jonusry 15, sfter the gecond British srey hed leunched
sn offensive on 16 Jenmusry snd hed clossd over towsrd the Roer Aiver from
ROBROHG, ilolland, to the southesed, the Besttrlion, in direcht support of ths
1024 U3 Infantry Division, closed up to the Roar River from Wi bo HILTIRTH
to LIMIICH, Rhinelsnd, Serusny, with the loee of only two men. The briefing

for the per ‘@n most extensive, with esnd twblee, terrsin studiaes,
se, srisl reconnsisssnce in .sluost vonatent uae for two
W ~ough which tho operstion wes to be exesuied contzined
92 . - = nbegrsl pert of the Siepgfrisd Line.

buring the esrly part of Jamsery, ths Betbtslion hed scquirad the use of two
srbillery observation plasnse with pilots snd orows for ites exclusivs use. This
wes the firat time thet they hsd besn used in on offensive operstion by the
Bettalion., Frior to the oprerstion, all platoon gomnmenders snd pletoon sergesnts,

Page 10 Tilst
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in eddition to the CQompeny Qowmenders, hed flown Por =n hour over the rres
throvgh which the units were to stiwoks During the advence, one of btha planes
w:e shot down by swsll srms fire near the Roer River, resulting in the death of
the pilot end the cspture of tho observary

o oppesition, obher then wmines ond booby trops, wse wet in the operstion, since
the Germens had withdrswn to thoe esst bank of the Roor ss the british closed in
from the wesh. 1

¥ollowing this overstion, the Dobbalion egein went into » defensive position

pnd prapared for the croasing of the Roer Rlver snd the advimce to the Rhine,
Roving »un positions ware solected throwghout the Divieion sector znd new turgete
wara chosen. With btho grodusl raplacaménﬁ of the Carrispe, Motor, 210, 3% gun,

by tho Carrisgs, botor, M36, 90 mw gun, in the destroyer companles it wes poselble
t0 Pire st grastor ranges snd hii wore frofitsble targats afforded by wersheslling
yords in the lsrger cities between the Roer Niver aud tho Rhine River. One
destroyer | latoon wes always Mept in indirect fire position and added Lo the

fires power which the Divislon irtilleryihsd et its disposal,

Originelly soheduled for 10 February 1245, the orossing of the Roer River waa
delayed when tha Oermsns opened vp the flood getes of the lorge dams noer the
hesd of the river in the “ifel forest until 2% Yebrusry 1945,

|
Direct fire positions =loap the Roer 7iyor wors reconnoltered to support ths
infentry in their oronaing. Foaibiono were chosen for two sompsnies whila the
third wes hald in reserve. It wes originelly plennad %o use the reserve company
in indirsct Pire position to light the opposite bank of the Roer with 1lluslnsting
shall, but with bthe raceipt of tho 36th 136 on 18 Fabrusry 1945 that mieslon
wno baken Crom the Detitalion mnd plven to the 605th PTunk Destroyor Betbelion which
hed towsd %" puna. .

At O3%0: on 23 Pebrusry 1945, Compsnies & and b comsenoed thelr [iring in direct
suprort of the erossings es the infantry osssult bonts orossed the river.
Tergets of opportunlty werns firad et continually wntil the Infentry resched the
ridge on tha cuwst vide of the river. slthough scheduled to oross the river
during the dsy, the compsnies wore not sble to gat to the othor bsnk until the
enrly hours of the following wornlng. Coupsny o atartad to cross at 00254, 24
Februsry 1945 st RURDORF on e tresduway bridpge snd Compsny U, the lust company
to oroes, clesred the tresdwey at 02304, 24 Vebrusry 1943.

The sompanies moved into positions which had besn groviously salected snd pre-
parad to sttsok to the esab. ALftor woving forward a Paw wiles, tha whole Divi-

gion ettwok changed direction snd hesded north towsrd frkelons, Rhinolsnd, Germsny.

#ith the Bnbtsllon stlll in direct support, the infantry roglments captured
HOTTORY spd RALSHOVEN. On 25 Februsry 1945, the Divislon ceptured. RKaTZEd,

vL. BOSLAR, HWTERHOP snd LOVENIOH. TEVHOLT, WICGKIOVEN and MEILENZ fell on 26
Februsry 108%5. WIOKR:THAM Pell on the 27th of Februsry, 1943, along with RHEIN=
DaHLEM. The following day the stteck which was handed towsrd MUSNGHRN=-GLADBACH
ond RIGYDT vesrad to thz north snd contimued towsrd H:ROT end VIRASEN, which were
oszptursd on 1 Mersh 1945, Om the next dey, the forusrd conppanies moved into the
outskirts of MRIFFLD end sthecked ond osptured their objectives in that ciby on
the ord of March, 1045, heving taken AHRATH snd AREHST eon route.

Pags 11
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During the udvance f{roir the Roar Hiver to IMGFILD, Rhinelsnd, Gormsny, the pur-
suit beosme so rspld thet it wes necesssry to form roglmentsl combst taams. In
thig omsae, thz companies remmined with their ususl pupported elements: Cowpeny
4 with 405th ROT, Compsny B with tho 40Tth ROT and Company G with the 406th
RCT. ’

With ths espiure of KREFMELD, the Beitulion onos mors went into s defonsive
situstion end afher o weak's rest wovad|into firing positions slong the Rhine
River north and south of UERDIIGEN, from whioch it wss sble to Flre at turgets on
the WINOFLHMELS Peiiineuls and olties on the fer benk of the Rhine. The

Reconnas isssnce Coumpany platoons joined the destroyer compsnies in firing st
torgats of oprortunity soross the Rhina| from direct fire positlons on the

want bank, demolishing Observstion Foste end other targota.

On 30 ¥arch 194%5, the Bettwllion wee stteched to the 11lth U3 Qavalry Group snd’
ths following evening moved at full strength soroes the Rhine River st Wilil,
with » wission of soreening the Winth United stetes. srmy loft [flenk betwsen the
Sth 113 Armorod Divieion snd the 6th Sritish airborne Division of the Zecond
British army. Company » wasg sttuched tp the 36th Cavalry Reconnalssance
Squadron (ftecz), with Coppany U in battplion snd Group renerve.

On 1 and 2 April 1945, Companies 5 snd B moved to the north from zn sasanb ly
sras to commence their soreening operstions ior the firet tims, ths dastroyer
compsuies hed no infentry with them wnd ware foroed 4o wove through and around
anemy pockets without 1t. Little opposition wes wet, since the Germens sppaarod
to be thoroughly demoralized by the rapid sdvence of the ermor wnd the by-peesing
of meny of their unita. Ho effective opposition wss offered st sny tise to the

sdvance of the Bobtteliona

: oountersttsck by @ smsll force of melf-propelled gune end sboud 200 infantry

in #n stbempt to brosk out from s pooket in whioch they hed heen tropped evst of
HINGTFR resulted in & loss to the enemy of the 6 3¢ gune, 1 iark IV Amxo Qurrler,
2 ateff Cers, 5 Multiple=berrelled 44 Qunu, 27 ¥illed and 50 Pys for @ll'of which
Gompeny i was responsibles The edvence slong bhe flank took the Bestiullon through
GROVEN, OSTBIVEIN, MALLE, LUBBECKS, MINDEN, MERBEICK, WISDERWOHREN, WUALTORF,
RICYLIIGEN end OBFRTIDE, where the Buttolion helted for two days on 10 April

1945 for rapeirs after nine dey' contimous wovatient.

slong the route, Company B agaieted the 356th Squadron in sapturing a bridge intact
eorons tha Loine River which endbled the 84th U3 Infentry Division to oroas

ond swing into HATIOVER frow the northe Hesvy sriillery ahelling of Couwpany

4's commend post at BORDINAU on the night of & April 1945 resulted in the desth
of one offlcer, the wounding of two offlcers pnd tha wounding of seversl men

in Company &'s Qoumend Foat group.

At 1010005 april the Rettslion, less Qompany By which wag to remain with the
Llggh Cavelry Reconusisseunce Squsdron (iieoz), wns debuched frow the 11th Gavalry
awd was ottechad to the 1024 US Infsntry Divielon. Two deys later the bettallon
joined the pivieion at LIIMPL with Compeny 4 returning in suprort of the 405th
ROT sod Company (O reverting to s direct support role with the 40Gth RCT.
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As Compsny B continued to move with the cevalry slong the north flank throyh
OELLE, SALZWEDEL snd ARENDSEH, the rest of the Battelion moved forwerd slong
with the Division to mop up as it went slong behind the S5th US irmored Division
through GIFHORN, OEBISPELDE, WENZE, XLOTZY, GARDELEGEIN, BISMARCK, OSTERBERG, .
STENDAL and TANGERMUNDE. Elsmente of the Battalion reached the Elbe River on
the l4th of April and prepared to fire direot and indirect missions and to plan
for orossing the river to meet the Russisn Army which was glosing fast. How~
ever, all plans for the orosasing were abandoned becsuse of the rapid sdvance of
the Russisns snd st 18004 on 17 April the Battalion wes suddenly ordered to
move immedistely and join the Sth US Armored Division whioch had pulled beok
from the vieinity of STENDAL and TANGERMUNDE to the vicinity of BAUNAU to
proteot the XIIX US Corps left flank, then exposed to poseible enemy thruste
from a lerge srea which hsd not yet been reachisd by the sdvancing British units.

The Battzlion Joined to the H5th Armored;héfbro dawn on 18 April 1945 snd leesrned
thet armored elements from the Von Clsusewits Division, sn essortment of
hurried ly~thrown-together unitsy hsd penetrated the flank, out off the 8i4th

U3 Infentry snd Sth U3 Armored Division mein supply routes snd had rallied in
® large wooded srea sround KLOTZE, loostion of the XIII Oorps Command Post.

Companies 2 and ¢ took up positions in iupport-of the pivielon Artillery on

the north on a genersl line STOCKHEDM =~ WINTSRFELD = AHLUM. Roud Blooks
were establiaheg and = aoordinsted blooksding end searshing was exeouted in
eress wherse the Germans had penetreted. | slr and artillery support and infantry

sotion sealed off and destroyed the Germans in tha arsa,

However, on 20 April 1945 the Battzlion wse ordered to the lith US Cavslry Group

in the vicinity of NEUFZRCHAU to destroy the lsst Germsn forees in that sres, tle
Klotze Forest. Compsny 4 remsined with the Sth Armored Diviesion in support of

the Division irtillery and moved to SALZWEDEL. with destroyers pleced, slong v%

with tha ocsvalry tanks, sround sll exiis from the foreest,,Corpe artilliery snd

the 175th Infantry Regiment, 29th US Infsntry Division, clesred the forest and

on 24 April 1945 the sres wes declared free of the ensmy. g

Compsny 4 rejoined the Bsttalion on the 24th end the entire Battelion reverted
to the 102d US Infantry Division to asssume pooupational duties in the visinity

of LINDSTEDT on 26-27 april 1945.

e et A R TR gt o
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STATISTICS

The following statlstios cover the pericd 1 Janusry to 8 May 1945.

1. ZNBMY CASUALTISZS

Killed 150 (eotinated)
Qaptured - 1114 (others not counted)

2. INSTALLATIONS & BQUIPKENT DESTROYID

Obaarvation Fosis
Machine Gun Smplscements .
50 mm AT Guns
88 mm AT Quns
4T guns (cul. unkmown) -
Nebalyerfers (sal. unknown)
75 mn Guns , é
105 mm Guns
170 mm Guns
Motoreoycles
Trucks
Staff Qaurs ;
Helf Tracks E
Armored Ammunition Cerrier (Mk Iv)
20 mm Multiple=<fount 42 Guns
40 mm HMultiple-ount 44 Guns '
75 mn 8P Assault (une

o Pulw
Pelw V

[

= \H ONWH =S = POV NG 3 e DO et o e On e O A

[

2. ROUND3 FIRAD & MISSIONS, DIREOT & INDIREFOT

Neo of wieslons == DIREAT
No of misaions ~~ INDIRECT 1554 K %
No of rounds expended == DIRTOT & INDIRSCT 12847 .
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J. OOCQUPATIONAL DUTIRS

Oocupetional dutles for the majority of the time the Battalion rameined in
Germany consisted of polising the area for csches of arms snd supplies,

gusrding intelligsnge tergete, soreening oivilian and milltary parsonnel,
menning rosd bloocke, eupervising snd csring for Displeoed Persons snd oon- .
trolling civillan travel. t

From 26 April 1945 until 31 sugust 1545, with one exception, the Battalion
remained sttached to the 102¢ US Infantry Divielon, moving in ite ares from
LINDSTEDT to CALBZ to VILSLEBEN and with“it from TILSLEBEN to FRISDRICHSWARTH.

On 3 July 1945, the bsttalion ves detsched from the Division snd ordered to
TRUGN; Kreis Kelheim, Bevaris, Germany, end sttached to the 4th US Armored
Division for a readjustment of personnel, dropping, as & Category, Il unit, ite
high=point officers end enlisted men snd receiving low-point sfficers snd en-~
listed men and voluntesrs. On 15 July 1945, the Battslion moved to AHOLMING,
¥reis Vilshoven, Bavsria, Germany, to r@joln the 102d US Infaentry Divielon.-

On 1 geptember 1945, the Batislion was detached from the 102d Divieion and
ettsched to the 83d US Infantry Division, remaining in 1its same locstlon at
MOOS, Kreis Vilshoven, Bavaris, Qermeny, to which it hed moved on 19 July 1945.

On 13 September 1945, the Battalion wes recstegorized IV snd alerted for ship-
ment to the United states. Movement in two serials, by rail and motor, to
Camp Boston, issembly iree Command, Suippes, Murne, Franas, bégan on 18 geptem-
ber 1945 ss Company C, with 59 men from Compsny B, moved from PASSAU, Kreds
Pesssu, Bavaris, Germany, by rail, srriving ot Camp Boston on 21 geptember 1945.
] ‘ The second serial, travelling by motor in three march unite, depsrted at 06304
- on 22 September 194%5 and closed st Camp Boston st 17004 on 24 Sepiember 1945,
sterted immediste processing for overssas movement and on completion eswaited a
call from port on & Ootober 1945 ae originally scheduled. :

an smendment to the movement orders, dsted 11 Qotober 1945, wes recelved the
18th of October 1945 snd changed the resdiness date of the Battalion from 8

Ootober 1945 to 4 November 1945,

Ocoupational duties ended 21 November 1945, Unit departed Le Havre POE for A
United States. S ' |

rd
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K. LOSSES IN ACTION, OFFICERS AND MEN

< 1. During the period from 1 Jamuary lgkﬁito 25 Junuary 1943, the Battslion
held s defensive position from WURM to LINDENK to LINNICH to FLOSSDORF, .
Germany, and lost the following officers end enlisted men in sotion: .

s+ Killed in Aotions KNone ‘-

Y. wounded in Astion:

Besman, Norman D. 58155697 Tea 4 6 Jenusry 45
Menth, Rdwin Q. 37090661 Prt 23 Jenuary 43

H .

9. Miseing in fctions None

H
2., On 26 Jenuary 1945, the Battelion engeged in sn offensive mission batween
WURM snd LINNICH, Germeny, olosing to the Rosr River in the vioinity of
RILPARTH and BRACHELEN, Germsny. The following offisers end enlisted
men were lost in this action; ' : ' )
1

8y ¥Killed in sction: - Hone

be Wounded in pationt None

d. Miesing in Aetion: i

“{OODARD, Rischsrd 01823812 lst Lt 26 Jamery 45
g ABURA, John © 01177719 lot Lt 26 Jemuary 45
5. From 27 Jsrusry 1945 to 22 Fobruary'lg#ﬁ, the Battelion in defensive
sotion in the sres RANDERATH=HILFARTH-BRACHELEM-LINNICH-RURDORF-~FLOSS-
DORF, Germeny, lost the following offisers snd enlisted men in action

es Killed in sotions. KHone

be Younded in setions

Yago, George C. 35678519 - Pfo 6 Pebrusry 45
Bourman, Olinton 22528059 Pyt 17 Februery 45
Osipovish, Peter A, 20204642 8/sgt 22 pebrusry 45
MoCsrthy, Denis P. 3115436 opl 22 pebruary 45

G Miuaigg'in Agtion: None

4, yrom 23 Februsry 1$45 to 3 March 1945, in offensive wotlon, involving the
orcssing of the Roer River and s sweep from GEVENICH end TETZ, through
LOVENIOH, FRKSTLENZ, RHEINDAHLEN, VIERSEN, NEERSEN and ANRATH to KREFELD,.
Germany, the following officers and enlisted men were lost in actlons

* Qaptured
*x Kiuod in saotion
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s Killed in AGt . a4

e Richarde, Roy H.. z6441290 opl 25 webrusry 45
« Hargus, John W. 20815182 Bgt 27 Pebruary 45
: . Simmons Clyde H. 54607585 © Tes 5 27 Februsry 45

‘ Cimino, Michael J. 31241667 © Pfo . 27 Februsry 45

Polans, Arnold Rs 20235602 - 0opl & Merch 45

be Wounded in Aotioﬁt

Wekild, Stanley 0. 01821657 1Lt 2B February 45

Oszzello, anthony W. 42066641 Pvh 2% rebruery 45
. Eishensuer, Sdmund ¢ 20204278 | Sgb 24 rebrusry 45
aroff, Jossph G 32135168 ¢ sgb 24 February 45
Measzsoochlg sugust J. 20204745 - Sgt 25 Februsry 45
Sugemsn, Joseph 53200943 . Pvi 25 pebruery 45 .
Kinder, sllen B., Jr 13088794 ! opl 27 rebruary 4%
Cesteel, John M. 542680888 Tec 5 28 Pebrusry 43
Kobel, Joseph J. 60815 Pyt 28 rebrusry 4%
Frislid, Arnold 2025%4%2 Pvt 28 pebrusry 45
_Horvitg, Sidnaey 31094066 PPo 28 pabrusry 43
_ Maris, Merriek L. 56542281 o opl 28 Pebrusry 45
rishsr, Frank M. %21303510 . 8/sgy 1 Marsh 45
Mahoney, Henry J. 32298070 | = Pfo 2 March 45

te Miaaingrin Aation;

) *olark, Clifford J.» 36523177 Pfe 27 February 45
. *gprouls, Peter S W 51382534 = Pvy 27 prebrusry 45

« From 4 Mareh to 31 Merch 1945, in dafensive agtion along the Rhine River
’ in the viginity Zf UERBIHGEN,’Germany. the following officers snd ealisted
men were. lost In setiony

ew Killed in sctions Hone

b Woundad in sotions

’9 N
S
e

Arena, Christmss 35104771 Tac 3 4 Maroh 45
Ogrodniok, Nicholas 32089119 rfo 21 March 45
Calamari, Frank J. 2025%%25 Sgt 26 Msroh 45

Q' Misaigg_in sction: Hone

6. During the period from 1 April 1945 to 24 April 1945, in.offensive sction
involving s screening mission on ths Ninth United Ststes Army left flsnk
from the Ahine River to the Elbe River end mopping-up operstions, the
following officers and enlisted men were lost in sctions

" e Killed in Aohiong

Khmmot..ﬁabhrt I - 20248499 Pyt 5 April 45 -
Osse, Gerard Je 20204272 Sgt - 4 April 45

* Filled in motlon.
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Prunty, Alvah J.
Lamley, Robeart O
Williams, Iaasc I.
Baxter, Bdward Q.

Wounded in Astions

Pesrson, Hanry

Askanbask, Franeis T.

Anderson, David L.
Lows, Raymond
Msriin, George
Purcell, Joserh P.
Mﬂdiﬁﬂp Yduward A,
Hallet, Herhert P.
Korotish, Psul W.
Lmﬂmy, Glem e
HOdgC, Xalth P.
gelg, Willlem J.
Stepleton, Werren 3.
Sineleir, Prancis J.
Rsoul, Jullan
winfield, Heber (..
Illiano, louie P
Lyona, John J.
MeoMonagle, John J.
blanks, Jorome J H
Tﬂuh' Hymﬁn Ge
Garcia, Richsrd N.
Joyes, Waltar We
Besver, Welter 3.
“onshan, John P
Crumer, Fraston D

Gusdemonte, lsurense J.

F’alk, Gaurge Pey JTs
stopa, Joseph Ju
Ringsr, lax Jr.
Forget, Willlam M.

Harrison, Jsmen He, Jr

Desmond, Dermis D.
Seanders, Roy J.
grom, Louis H.
%iﬁh’ ?’aul Lie

20204724
01823617

34058770

37704410

20255452

33754213
16108396
70811313
20204290
20248893
37725780
01821861
20252936
34420193
34021829
32708364
37552618
20204300
32089275
011659¢

20235437

20253468,
2020468%
27129080
32115657
392759%6
2025%4%8
01163817
01170873
22734027
%2088085
39272721
32089281
0117412}
20252860
12091658
20248210
37491587
20213784
38128968

8. Hissing in setlons Nong.

-

L ]

Pfa
1Lt

agt
Pt -

8/3zb
Pyl

gt
Bgb
Tec 4
Pfe
Pyt
1Lt
Sgh
opl
Tag 9
Pyt
Pfo
Szt
Teo 5
Calt
Pfo

1 ggt

8 sgb

Tes 4
Tec 4
Prt
Pyt
Capt
ilt
Pfa

T 8¢t
Ffa
3gb

1 Lt
S Sgb
opl
Tes 5
Pfo
Tas 4
Tac 5

4 spril 45

¢ spril 45
12 april 45
13 april 45

3 April 45
2 ipril 45
4 April 45
§ xpril 45
4 april 45
4 april 45
4 april 43
4 April 45
April 45
Lpril 43
April 45
April 45
april 45
-April 4%
April 45
april 45
april 45
april 45
april 45
April 43
April 43
April 43
April 45
April 45
April 45
April 45
April 45
april 43
april 45
april 45
April 45
April 43
april 45
12 april 45
15 april 45
15 April 45

VOVOWOUODOVOYVGetmeeond

BREEREEBS

7. ?rom 25 april 1945 to 8 May 1945, in defensive sotlon, the following
officers and enlieted men were lost in sotlon: ,

e

b‘o

Ge
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Killed in Actlions

wounded in Acktloms

Green, Herbert M.

‘MISSING in Actions

None

i

36523230

None.

Sgt

5 May 4%

T7lat
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I MEMORISM

ﬁlllcd &ﬁ Aotion

Privete Edwerd O. Bexter, Company ¢, 12 Ap;il 1945,

Corporsl Sidney Bernstein, Compeny C, zevﬁ;vomb;r. 1944,

Sergeant Gersld J. CGase, Company 4, 4 Apfi;'l?kﬁ.“’ |

Privete Tirst Olass ¥ishael J. Giéine. 0§§panw Ay 27 February 1945,
Private First Glaqs clifferd J. Clerk, Gémpnny hAy 27 F?vruéry 1945,
Privete Paul F. Deuer, Company A; 23 Nov;mber 1944,

Tachnioiin Grede 5 Louil De Clsoo, UOmpa;& Ay 22 Novembar, 1944,
Private First Class Roberd J. Hgan, onmp;ﬁy 4y 18 November 1944,
Private Dean B, Glésca, Company G, 18 Nogémbsr 1944, t
Serges—nt John W. Hergus, Company A, 27 ﬁgobx‘uary 1945,

let Lisutensnt John We Hantén. Company é.:22 November 1944.

Privete Georgs P. Jebavy, Company A, 22 Qﬁvemher 1944,

Private Robert J. Kemmett, Company i, A%Abril 1945,

~ 1st Lisutenent Robert C. Lemley, Company J, 9 agril 1945,

gBergeant Anthony Ai. Masullo, Compeny C, 18 November 1944

Gofpofal Arnold R. Polane, Compeny Cp 2 Marech 1945.A

Private First cléas,alvah J+ Prunty, Reconnaisssnoe Compsny, 4 April 1945.
corporsl Rey He. Richards, Uompsny C, 26 Februsry 1945.

Tuqhnioian grede 3 Olyde H. §immons, Comp;py Ay 2T Februsry 1945.
Privete Peter g ¥ Sproule, Compsny B, 27 February 1945,

Privaste Chsrles E Waloh, Compeny C, 20 No;ombsr. 1944,

Privufa Je We Whitworth, 005§uny B.~17 B%Qemher 1944,

Sergesnt Ieasc B. Willisme, Company G, 12 april 1945,
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