HEADQUARTERS
TOSED TANE DESTROIER BATTALION - EHS/ jgd
- APO 230_

30 Jenuaxry 1945

0 20 Dec 44, "B" Co was attacked to the 82nd Airborne
Division, followsd on 25 Dec 44 By the remainder of the bati~
slion, less "C" Co. (n 1 Jan 45 the batialion was attached
to the 3rd Armored Division.

- A% the time of "3" Co's attachment the 82nd A/B Div was
atiempting to contain the German spearhead on a north and
south line along the Salm River between Trois Fonts (P675988)
and falmohateux (P69886%), and sast and west along the main
road between Salmchateux snd Hegne (P610857). This battalion
wes working with the lst Infantry Divigion and was assembled
in the vicinity of Sourbrodt, Belgium (KB55095). The employ-
ment of the battalion, with aspecial emphasis on the aoction eof
*B* Compasny, is told in the follow narrative.

*B" Company left Jourbrodt at 0800 hours, 20 Dec 44, and
arrived that aftermoon at Werbomont (P540999), where it met
guides from the 82nd A/P Div. The 1ist Platoon was attached %o
the 505th Parachute Infantry Regiment, the 2and Platoon to the
504th Parachute Infantry Regiment, and the 3rd Platoon %0 Div-
ision Hesdguarters, as Division Reserve.

The PFirst Platoon commanded by ILieut Ball, moved immediste-
iy to the sector ocoupied ®y the 505th Pera Inf Regt, the 2nd

_ Seotion, less one (1) destroyer, joining the 2nd Bn at Trois

Pents, the lst section joining the 5rd Bn at retite Halleux
(P693935). As scon =28 the destroyers arrived at their destin-~

p ations they immedistely %ook up defensive positions covering

b ~ approaches to the Salm River.

- : - The 2nd section, at Trois Ponts, saw no action st the
enemy armor, but on the afternoon of 22 December fived nine (9)
rounds of HE direot—indirect at suspected enemy instazlletions
en the high ground agross the river. The range was 3500 yards,

~and the resulits of the firing were unkmown. The following day,

" &he one operational gun of this pection bad to return to the
rear in order to have the turret leook repaired, and on 24 Dec~
ember both guns of the section returned %o £ that the inf-
antry had withdrawn from the low ground in Trois Ponts and had
taken up new positions on the high ground in the vicinity of
Brume (P660993), overloeoking the river valley., This section
was then moved inta Regimental Reserve and took up pesitions on
‘the high ground northwest of Basse BDodeux (P642973).

The lst section, at Petite Halleux, moved into road ®lock
pogitions right in the town ss socorm ss they had srrived, and re-
mained there the rest of the night and the following two days.
There was no attack on the town during that period, and Lieut.
Ball had an opportunity $o reconnoiter alternate positiong on
the high ground in resr of the town.

On the night of 22 Dec 44 the enemy attacked without armor,
attempiing %o secure s bridgehead soross the river, but the attack
was stopped by the infantry, and the TD's did no firing. The
Battalion commander, after this engagsment, decided to move the
PD's further tc the réar where they could have a greater field of
fire overwatching the open ground east of the river, and Iieut.
Ball moved his destroyers %o alternate positions on the high
ground behind the town. 7
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On the morning of 23 Dec the Germans attacked sgain itoward
Petite Halleux in another attempt %o establish s omossing, and
this time they employed their armor. The first inclination that
the TD's had of this was the movement of two well camouflaged
SP guns out of the wooded high ground about 2000 yards across
the river just sautheast of Grand Halleux. These guns eould
have been talken under fire almost immediately, But the platoon
leader held tire= hoping that more profitable targets might
follow if the SP's were allowed to proceed. His surmise was
correct, for, sfter the SP's had moved seweral hundred yards,
three Mk V Tanks moved ou% into the open, cautiously following
the SP's. Unfortunately, though, they followed too far Behind,
because before they moved into close enough range, the SP's had
moved too far forward and could no longer Be allowed to proceed.
Phey were headed for a draw which would oonceasl them from the TD's
and give them = chance to get too cloge to our front line infant-
ry positions. TITieut Ball, therefore oxdered his guns %o fire on
the 3P's. FEach 2D picked his %srget, and fired almost simulfan-
eougly-one at a range of 1200 yards—one at 1400, Both SP's starte
ed to burn immediately, and the three ik V's turmed tail snd dis=
appeared back into the woods, Before either TD could shift and
bring them under fire.

The muzzle flashes of the TD's were evidently seen from the
high ground held By the enemy across the valley for within two
minutes after firing at the SP guns, the destroyers received HE
direct fire. Three rounds were fired on their positions, and
one of these rvounds gtruck a tree about 50 yards from one dest=
royer, splattering it with shell fragments. The gunner of this
degtroyer, CPl Morrie, was struck in the neck By a shell frag=
ment and instan®ly killed.

The ettack did not continue after the temks withdrew, and
the TD's remained in position until the night of 24 December,
when a general withdrswal was made to new defensive positions im
the vieinity of Basse Bodsux.

Vhen the infantry battalion wes meady te withdraw the comme=
ander received word that the enemy had effected s corossing of the
river between Petite Halleux ani Trois Ponts, and had forces of
unknown strength in the towns of 8% Jasogues IPEEGQEOJ and Bergeval
(P671965), which were dirSctly on the routes of withdrawal. The
Battalion commander, therefore, sent the TD's with the leading
infantry elements, prepared to fight their way through these
towns. The main force, however, passed through the towns, withe
out drawing fire, but the rear guard drew scattered fire from
the towvms as they psssed through them.

- SECOND PTATOON -

The Secmnd Platoon, commended By Lieut Roberts moved fLrom
Werbomont on 20 Dec 44 and joined the 504th Para Inf Regt a short
distance ocutside of Cheneux (K636015). At this time the Germans
had orossed the river just southesst of Stoumont (K642020), end
were in the town of Chensux. The 2nd Battalion of the 504th Fara
Inf Regt was preparing to attasck the town that night, and, on
arrival of the TD's immedistely included them inm thelr plans.

One section of this platoon constituted the entire available
armor for this attack, there being no tanks attached e the regie
ment, and two TD's being deadlined for repairs.

The mission of the TD's in supporting this attack was 1o
move along with the leading infantry elemenis, to make as much
noise as possible, Fiving the impression of great sirengih, and
to shoot at anything that moved in front of them. At the Hime
of the attack 4% was so dark thet visibility was limited to about
25 yards, end the destroyexs ocould see very little =z they moved
toward the town. '

w P - .7*7 _



AR SL ancad o em, a 20mm Flak

wagon opened up, pinning the infantry down, and stopping their
advance. The destroyers were not in a position to take the 20mm
under fire, and it was necessary %o move further ahead before
this could be accomplished. One destroyer moved up the road
while the other remained in position covering its advance. As
the leading destroyer moved forward, it all but ran intoc a Ger=
Ban balf-frack on the right side of 4he road, and as the gunner
swung the gun around, the tube struck the other venicle. The
driver immedistely reversed the destroyer, and at the same time
the crew of the half track began to abandon it. They were helped
along considerably by s round of HE whioch completely destroyed
the vehicle and crew. Them in rapid succesgion the destroyver
knocked out the 20mm flsk wagon snd a tracked prime-mover.

With this resistance eliminated, the infantry pushed for-
ward ftoward the center of the town until it was beld up again by
another flak wagon. This was hidden from the destroyer Wg a2 sitone
house, and the guaner had no way of maneuvering into 2 good gshoote
ing position. Therefore, the next Best choice was made=—%0 kntek
away the protection and then g0 after the vehicle. Uging APCBDF
ammunition the gunner fired directly at the building, ®lasting
away the wall, and then destroyed the exposed flak wagon.

A few moments later, two half~tracks left their hiding pos-
itions wehifd buildings in front of the ©D, and were destroyed
a8 they attempted to retreat down the rogd.

This concluded the action of the destroysrs for the balance
of the night, and the infantry consclidated the Zains they hsd
made, up to that point.

Throughout 21 Deo, the infantry held their gains and pre-
pared to attack again that night. The Germans were offering stiff
resistance and it was evident that they had no intention giving up
the remainder of the town without a struggle. The Battalion comms-
nder, therefore, decided to gend a foroe around the town and attack
from the rear, supported By a frontal attack. !

The TD's were given tihe mission of driving through the town,
Glearing out whatever they could find, until they met up with the
flanking force. When the attack started one ID almost immediste-
1y knocked 2 105mm gun and prime mover outb of sction, which blook-
ed the road making it necessary for them to find an aslternste
route. Moving centiously throngh farmyasrds and aileys the dest=
Toyers made their way through the town, and finally joined &he
flanking force. The infantry following behind mopped up poekets
of resistance and By 2100 hours the town was cleared.

The section get up a road bloek on the east side of the town,
overlooking the approsches from that Girection, snd later that
night destroyed amother flak wagon which had remesined in conceal-
ment and was trying to escape scross the river toward La Gluze
(K658030). :

The following morning the other two guns of the platoon arre
ived and Jjoimed the lst sgestion in providing A.T. defenses protecte
ing the approaches to the town. That afternoon the platoon was
erdered to BRA (P575935) as Divigion Reserve, ané remsined in that
vicinity until 24 December, before any other migsions were given
it.

On 24 Dec, the Germans had succeeded in ocrossing the Salm
River at Vielsam (P702890) and were forcing the infantry back.
They were withdrawing to new defenses snd the 2nd seetion of the
2nd Platoon moved to Goronne (P670895), setting up a road block
%0 protect their withdrawesl. This section did no firing and ree
torned to Bra ss soon ss the withdrawal was completed.

= ZHIRD PLATOON =

Although the 3rd Platoon, comumanded by Lieut dilva, was
originally designatsed as bivision Reserve, it did net remain so
very long. From Werbomont it moved to the vieinity of Iiermeux, g
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where it remained usitil the following afternocosa.

On 21 Dec due to possible threats from the south, the platoon
was attached to the 325th Glider Infantry Regiment, and moved to
the vicinity of Grand-Sart (P657877) and Sart (P655872), one secte
ion taking up positions in easch village. !

The Germsns, having met resistance along the Salm River north
of Salmchateux, tried to ®y-pass it by coming sround from the gouth,
and were successful in doing this. The right flank of the Division
was in danger, and Lt Silva was ordered to move one section to Regne
(P912858), The Germans had been repar ted to have taken possession
of the main road junction just west of Regne, at K556852 and after
reconnoitering for gun pesitions, L%t Silva, set up his destroyers
covering the approaches to Regne from the south snd west. Only one
of these destroyers was operztional, because the other had a frozen
turret and could not traverse. Because of the need of heving all
availakle guns, this destroyer, nevertheless, was used, and set up
s8¢ that it would cover a certain position of the road and would be
able to fire at least one round at any tar%gt coming down the road.

This move was made on the afternoon off 22 Dec and the TD's re-
mained in position until just before dawn. dJust prior to daybreak
It Silva moved his destroyers to the high ground just northeast of
Regne, covering the seame direction, but utilizing the higher ground
for wetter fields of fire. The frosenm gun was utilized in the same
manner as it had been the night before.

On the morning of 23 Dec, a force of approximetely 12 German
tanks moved onto the main road at Hebronval (P646850), and proceded
toward Regne, where they were met By 5Tmm AT fire from units of the
82nd Airborne Division. An attack from this direction had not Been
expected, and the ?D's could not take these tanks under fire from
their positions.

As soon as the tanke were fired upon by the 57mm AT guns, they
fanned out over the open ground and sttacked the town en massz2,
rapidly cleaning out the infantry, the remainder of whom withdrew
te the north weyord the TD's.

During this attack the destroyers could do nothing but stay in
position and wait for a target to present itself, becsuse the moment
they moved to put fire on the tanks eamst of the town their positions
would ®e discleosed. Some of the tanks were firing HE direct fire at
the retreating infantry, and would be able to note any movement of the
degtroyers intc new positions.

After the tanks had cleaned out the town, two Mk IV's moved out
toward the west coming under observation of the TD's. The good dese
troyer Imoeked ovut the leading tenk with the first round at a range
of 800 yards, and fired three rounds at the second tenk, which was
trying to escape back inte town. The third round destroyed that
tank, and the remaining tanks remained under cover in the town.

In the afterncon, firemdly forces, attacked the town with infe
antry and tanks, but were unable to dislodge them, and withdrew to
the north, leaving the TD's agein without any infantry support.
Although It Sélva had been promised infantxry support, they did nov
show up, =nd he was forced to do without them. The positions of
the destroyers was too vulnersble for s flanking movement from the
east, and after derk the section moved Back %o slternate positions
into the woods further basck on the hill in order tc be ketter pro=
tected on their left flank. s

In this position the platoon couwld hear infantry behind them,
and, on checking, located sn outpost a few hundred yards behind thei:
‘pogitions. It Silva established contset with this cutpest, leaving
a8 runner there to notify him if they moved out. During the night tb
infantry did move buck, leaving the TD's entirely alone, and taking
the initistive in his own hends, Lt Silva moved the section north ic
the outskirts of Lierneux, taking up new positions covering the rou
By which he had withdrawn.
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On 23 December the section remained in thas position for s
short time covering a general withdrawal to the north, and later
in the d«y moved %o positions at R.J. (588338).

. The section at Sarxt, which had seen no action during this
time, withdrew to new positions at VasuxeChevanne (P550911) and
both seoctions remazined on road blocks until the Platoon wag re-
lisved the night of 25 December 1944 by the 3rd Plstoon of "A®
campw: =

On 25 Decembsr the remainder of the batialion, less "C" Co=
mpany joined the 82AdA/B Div, end a redistribution of platoons was
immediately made to asllow for stronger AT defense akong the new
defensive line between sianhay (P535%902) and Trois Ponts. The 3rd
platoon of "B" Company was attached to the 325tk CGlider Inf Regt,
Saking up positions near Vaux-Chevanne (P5491); the 3rd Platoon
of "A" Co was sttached to the S04th Para Inf Regt, taking up pos=-
itions at RJ P588938; +the 2nd platoon of "B* Company was attached
%0 the 508%th Para Inf Regt, one section moving %o Erris (P6094),
snd one section to RJ (P627956); the lst Platoon of "B Company
was attached to the 505th.Para Inf Regt and took up positions in
vieinity of Trois Ponts. Two platoons of ™A% Company remained in
Bivés%gn Reéserve, one at Habiemont (P5698) and one at Chauveheid
(P5898). :

From this period until 2 Jan 45, when the battalion rejoined
the 3rd Aymored Divieion there was, with one exception, mo sction
other than reconnoitering the gigh ground behind the HIR for pos~—
itions from which %o place direct fire on enemy movement or sus=
pected ensmy pogitions across the valley. 2

One such position was used #n the vicinkty of P513%964 on 31
Dec, vhen one gun of the 2nd Plztoon of "B" Compsny Tired ten (10)
rounds of HE at a suspected OP in Noir Pontsine (P625944). Results
were unobserved.

- PLATOON LEA

All platoon leaders veamlized that, during this critical time
it was necessary to employ the TI's in = menner whereby the bost
possible results could e asccomplished, and due to the lack of armor
throughout the extended division lines, the destroyers would have
e cover a wide front.

Tieut Rokerts kmew the limitations of TD's when used as tanks
and is of the opinion that, only ss 2 last resort should TD's sct
88 asszult weapons.

Iieut 3ilva was foreibly reminded of the fsct that TD's are
extremely vulnersble vwithout infantry support, and should glways
bhave at least some security to protect them, especislly at night.

He also feels that whensver possikle, platoons should operate as
units rather than Be gplit up into sectlions, but that it is per=
missable to do so when covering as wide a front, and as many valner-
able approaches, as "BY Company did Quring their attschment to the
82nd Airborme Division.

Opnsclidation of snemy materiel destroyed by "B® Company during
ite attachment to ths 82nd Airborne Division:

igt Platoon: 2==3.P. Guug.

Z2nd Platoon: 3~~-20mm AA guns on Falf Pracks
5~-Half Track Persgonnel (arriers
l==PFull-track Prime Mover.
1—=105mm Gun snd Prime liever.,

- OFFICIAL: :
M— SHOWALTER,

; " - It Col, Commanding.
SWETT,
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