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703rd Tank Destreyer Battslien

APD 230, Pestmaster, New York,

15 June 19hs,

SUBJKCP:  Annuel Hedicsl Repert ef the 703 Tank Destreyer Battalien,

T + THE CURGEON GENERAL, U.3, ARMY, Wésﬁlﬁﬁfuﬁ. D.C.

1. In accerdrnce with paregraph 6, AR L0-1005, 19 Nevember, 1942 and Clre
cular 58, Headquarters Burepesn Theatre eof Uperations, 3ubject! Peried Reperts,
Hedleal Depertment Activities, deted 14 May, 1545, the mctivities repert ef the
703 Tenk Tank Destroyer Zatialien fer the paried 1 Jenuary 1945, te the 15 June,
1945 13 herewith sublmitted. !

H
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a. The J03rd Tank Destreyer Battglien was activated en December 15, 19M1L
at Camp Polk, Louiszians under the cemmand of Hsjer John Mesde. 1% wer net until
siy waeks latar on February 6, 1942 that %ajsr {Lt. Celenel en Februsry 22, 1942)
Prentice E. Yeemans took centrel ef the feus hundred men then in the battslien.

The erganlization wes graduslly brought up te sirength , and was atiached te the
Third Armored Divisien. Training cendiated ef close order drill, reed marches,
gunnery, map reading, first ald, driving instructiens and meny ether basle eube

Jocts, i
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2. Harly Hiatery ef the Baitallent

b. On June 3Ird, 19%2 the battallien entrained fer the Tenk Destreyer
Center, Camp Beod, Texas, and were attached te the Tenk Destreyer Command, Traine
ing end Banesuvres cemtinued until the last week in July, 1542, when the battsllien
moved to the Mejave Desert in Celifernin, and was agein attached te the Third Amerw
of I'iviaien. .

- ¢, The men seen beceme soclimatized, tand many sven enjoyed the dry,
healthy heat. The Hejave Desert was ne vecationland, but men whe trained ever
1%'s eendy expanse grew te have a cerisin affection for the waztelund they hed
entered. Menssuvres in the desert were the clesest simulatien ef combat thet the
babttrlien had yst experienced; the heet and dust, and leng heurs without feed sné
drink, -and gemetimes without sleep wore geed conditlening. And, the many nights
of blackeut driving were 46 preve this peint. During the lest week in September,
and the first week in Octeber, the dattalien participated 1z manseuvres which in
seme respects were mere grueling than actusl coemdat., In the latter part ef Jctebe
er the battalien prepared for the shipment emst, camped the last night at the raile
hend} and en the 25th ef Deteber, 10U2, ever one theussnd streng, the seldiers ef
the 703rd . Learded the train for their new destinatien, Camp Pickett, Virginia.

d. They arrived there en a rainy, blask day, the Uth of November, 1942
and everyens had the feeling that "this is 4t". On the 10th of Pecember, 1942 the
battalien received their new tenk destreyers,’ the M=10, and cembst training was
{atensified. Day after day, gunners practiced with their new wvespens, and the dri-
vors learned te manceuvressmeng the tsll pines. and acress éifficult terraln.
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They treated the H-10 "reugh®, searching for the deespest ditches and largest trees,
snd Cel. Yeemons rejeiced mnd grew mere preud. of his fighting men, Later in Decw
ember, the battalien fired 1435 new gun against meving targets in a demensiratien
for Genera) Watsen, and visiters frem the Armored Ferce Command, The gunners des-
troyed terget after target with few misses, and the general rede awsy smiling.

o, The expected departure fer eversens did net materialiwe, and en the
16th ef January, 1943 the 703rd made & slow; tedious jeurney te Indfantewn Gap &n
Pennsylvenia., &gsin, it wes gunnery, maintensnce, and physicsl training, reed mar-
chea and road marches, battle-indoctrinatien ceurses, meck atreet flghting, firing
cempetitions, 0lasses, spoeris,all helped te condition the battalien fer eventunl
cembrt, Meentime, the unfit, and the undiseiplined were weeded sut, and graduslly
during the elght months a% the "Gap" the battalien sirength wes reduced from ever
sne theusand o lesa than nine hyndred efficers and men. After meny show down inw
gpections, and much preparatien for movement, en the 26th ef August, 1943, the bat-
talisn enurained fer the gtaging srea at Camp Kilmer, New Jersey, arriving there the

same day. Bight days of precessing and twelve heur passes, and the battalien was L

under way;; thia time te New Yerk Harber. g 3

£. Frem P.O,E, Pler #20 the battalien bearded the "Shawnee” on the ith .

f Septcmhar. 1943, and remaining that night abeard ship, set sall the next mern-
ing fer England., After ten dayu en the high seas the battslien ssiled up Bristel
Channel, and decked at Avenmeuth harbder, vheré trains were waiting to carry us te
Mere, Wilts. Few men realized at the time that Mere wos te be eur heme fer slmest
ten menths during the extemsive preparatiens fer the invasien ef the centinent,
The daya:#fd, all tee frequently, even the nighta were busy. The Salisbury Plein
provided an excellent terrain fer moneeuvre of tanks, mnd tank destreyers, snd seve
eral preblems invelving the mevement ef the entire divisien were held. Cemmand
. pest exerclses were held with great frequency, even in the extremely uncomfertable
cold of ani English winter, and sther exercisea desighed te test all the functiens
sf the verieus cempenents of this battalien and divieisn. The rangee at Eimmeridge,
and at Hinehead, were used fer meveral days of direct fire practice abeut every
six weeks, and en the Salisbury Plain the batialien became adept a% indirect fire.
Physical cenditienling during this peried was net neglected. Leng roead merches,
map and cempass preblems, hill climbs, and intramural athletics all helped te keep
the battallien in the best of cenditien., DBattalien training resched 1t&- peak when
en the 2lat ef April, after feur days ef dlrabt fire at Kimmeridge, wa moved eud

en the ten dsy Fineteenth Cerps Artillery "sheot". It was shertly theresfter, en
the lst ef June, 1944 that the battalien meved ints the field ready te take leave
of England te preve eur training te it$: final test, combat. On June 26, 1944 the
battalien left fer Weymeuth, and by the 30th all units had cresged the channel te
¥ermandy.

3. Resume ef Battaliqn Activities:

#. During this pefiedwthe battolion hag continued 11S: attachment te
the Third Armered Divisien, snd hes functiened almest as theugh 1t were an integral
mrt of that ergenizatien., Tank destreyer and recemmaissance elements ef this
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battalien have been assigned te all eof the Diviston Task Yorces. nnd have funectiened .
unddr Divigien Task Ferce Commanders. :

: b. The manner in which the battellen was used made it impessible fer the
Medical Detnchment te render cembat medical;@upport te the widely seperated elemente
of the battalien. This functien was therefore tsken ever by the medicel units of the
Divisien. which were supperting the particplar task ferce, -

c. Ag an attached unit sll during this peried. the 703rd Tank Destreyer
Battallien teock part in zll the actiens in uhich the Divislon engeged, These, very
briefly, included the mctien in the Balgian Bulge during the December German Offen-
sive, the drive inte Germany resulting in the capture of Celegne, the cressing ef
the Ehine, and the leng.end hard push te Paderborn which hslfwencircled the Ruhr,
and the final drive acress the Weger tethe Mulde end the city ef Dessau.

d. VWith the exceptien o« the fpur weeks frem 21 January te 23 Februsry,
the battalion was actively engaged frem the .firat ef the year te the 24th of April,
when 1t was retired frem further cembst iﬁ this theatre.

@. Since coming eut ef cumbat. thebattalicn hae had varieus guard and
police details in the areas of Melsderf, Bassleban. and Darmstadt. Much time has
alse baen deveted ie restering the persennel and equipment te the highest standerde
of clesnlinegs and efficiency. Relaxatien and recrestlen, including supervimed

athletics, mevies, and free time fer the 1ndividua1. have dene much fer the parstnp
nel ef the unit. : g iy,

4, Bperations?

- The battalion en 18 Bucemberh 194h, had meved frem the vicinity of™~=
Breinig end Busbach. Germony, te the vicinity of Seurbredt in Belgium, and, en the
firat dey of Jamuary, 1945, were still busily engeged in helping te confine the
streng German ceunter offensive, OUn Christmas Day the enbtire bettalien with:the ex-
ception of Cempany C hed meved frem the vicinity ef Seurbredt te the vicinity ef
Werbement and wers engaged in a strictly defensive rele, werking with the 82nd Adr-
berne Divisien. Cempany C-at thie time was'still st Butgenbach supperting the lai
Infantry Divisien, but rejeined the battalién on 2 Januvary 1945, when the entire
unit again went under centrel ef the Third Armered Divigien. On the fellewing day
the destreyer platesns were assigned te the verieuvs tesk ferees e¢f the Divisien,
end preparatienswere mede for an attack vhich wos te Jump off that seméfdoy frem
a line of departure, reughly, Menhay~SBnament, - £t thias time the Divinien was en the
northern flank ef the German salient 2nd 1ts: misslion wan te drive seuth and affect
a juncture with unite driving frem the seuth flaxk in a nertherly directien, and thus
divide the salient in twe. The weather during this peried wes extremely celd and
snew cevered the greund. The Fighting wes intense but stesdy pregress was made, snd
by 19 January all the Divizlen ebjectives had been secured, The Heuffalize - 8t.
Vith read, = key highway, had been cut and the towns of Cherain, Ment LeBan, and Lem-
re had been teken., On 21 Janusry the battalien meved with the Diviglen te p new
assembly ares fer a much needed rest, in the vieinity ef Pelenge (P-364986), Ocquier
(K336023). They were te remain here until 7 Februsry and: during this time; did all
required maintenance werk in preparatien fer the next phase. On that dats the Dive
fsion and the 703 Tank DestreyarBattalien meved te o new masembly ares in the viein-
1ty of Stelberg, Germany, prepared te recume the battale en Uermsn sell ence mere,
On February 26, things begen te meve, snd within three dsys the task fercee had
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glresdy gene beyend Turen where the Battalien C.P. set up. The attack centinued,
The Erft Canal was creseed en the 27th, Bergheim (WF2463) taken, and se enwerd te
Celsgne, which fell te the Divigien en the Hth of March. Fer twelve days the Dive
iglen nnd the sttached TO3 Tank Destreyers remained in Celewgne deing mainiensnce
werk, then meved te Hermulheim, and prepsred te cregs the Rhdne. Thig was dene en
the 22nd and preparatien fer the f£inal drives were made while the Battalien was at
Bheinbreitbach, The drive started en the 25th of March and centinued slmest night
and day threugh Ittenbach, Altenhefen, Glelereth, Schenbvach, Ober Mersburg, and

Etteln te the bilg ebjective, Paderdern, which was reached en the April 2nd and aem—
ured éne day later. On thot day a task ferce frem Divisien linked up with units ef
the Secend Armered Divislen, cempleting thée encirclement ef the Ruhr Pecket, later
rensmed the Rese Pecket in honer ef Haaor ﬁanernl Meurice Rere whe led the Third
Armered Diviagfen te within sight ef 144 gxeatast schiewmont. Three deys later en
the ‘5ih ef April the Divisien sgein meved ﬁut. but this time Ing, easterly directien,
On the 9th ef April, the Weser was crossed and en 11th ef April, Nerdhsusen was take
en. The push easstward centinued, the Janle river wad cressed en the llth ef April
-ond that same day a Divisien Task Force reached the Mulde River. Heavy fighting
raged for the next few days. On the 21st #f April, Deswsu was eatered and twe days '
later had been cleared. Meopping up nctien preceeded and en April 25th, the Third
Armored Divisien and 703 Tank Destreyer Battalion were withdrawn frem the line.
Thelr lost days ef fishting in the ETO had%boan eencluded,

5. Battalien Personnol Lessest ff

a., Since the first ef the year, the battalien had seventesn men killed
in nctlen and thirty-six weunded. In additien, four men are listed ns missing in
actien. This 1g & tetal casualty liet ef fifty~-seven men, or mppreximstely ten per-
cent of the battallen sirength. Nen-battle casualties evacunted threugh this digp-
ensary numbered 40, altheugh this is net the ocemplete picture since seme men were
evacuated threugh their respective tmsk ferce medical support. Of the 36 battalien
wounded, six wers evacuated threugh the battalien ald statien., During the same per-
led 11 German batthe casunlities were evacunted. :

b, The Medlcal Detachment during the same perled hed twe men weunded in
action, enly ene of whem had %e be evacuated. Three men were least te the detachment
by illness and transfer. There were never ahy preblems in seecuring replacements.

6. The Rele of the Medical Detnchmants :

.. &« In training it was always c.ntemplated that & tank destreyer ‘bate
talion would functien ss & unit, and that 184y medimnl detachment weuld olse func-
tien as a unit in direct suppert ef, mnd the chief mesns of evacuatien fer, the
battalien. In prectice, since first reaching 4he sheres ef Nermandy, this battale
ien has functioned as nine separate pleteens reenferced by recennalssance elsments
of the battalien, snd easch such unit a purt of & task ferce sf the Third Armeéered
Divigien. This breakdewn is net always that' definite, fer each cempany headquarters
dees have clese supervision ef the motivities of 1t5: thres plateens and the bot-
talfon headquarters has a ceerdinating effect en the sempanies.

]
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b. With the battalien functiening as eutlined, the burden of hendling
the majerity of the batile cmsualties within: the battallen has fallen te the ald
men, three ef whom are permenently sttached te each tank destreyer cempsny. It
hag been cuntemary fer twe ef the sald men ie ride inside the destreyers, and the
third man te remain with the company headquarters prepared te evacuste casunlties
by means ef the % ten truck equipped with 1itter racks. On read bleck positiens
this werkeé very wdll, but at ether times 1Y is much ecsier for the ald men te evace
vate via the armored half-tracks ef the tausk ferce medical unit. All easunlties
are always evacuated te the nenrest medicsl establishment, end this is usually mc-
complished with & miniwom ef delasy.

e. In additien %te the nine aid men with the three dpstreyer companies,
ene aid man is alwaysz attached te recannaipsance ecempeny and at times one ia alne
with headquarters cempany. i

g ’gQ
d. The remainder of the medice) detechment, censisting of ene medienl
efflicer and ususlly five enlisted men, maiatain an ald statien where ever they may
be. 4s m rule the aid statien gfeup meves| with hendguarters cempsny and the bate
talien cemmand pest greup, and is very sften one days’ travel behind the task ferces
- of the divisien. The distance has rarely been much that the medical { ten trucks
have net been able te bring in te the aid statien &ll nen-emergency crees and all
cases of 1llnees frem the cempanies. It has been battzlien pelicy that sll such
cases must ge through eur mediesl detachment, There heve been some exceptienz te
this rule but in general the plan has functiened very well. Hany ef the miner 1ll-
nessee sné infeotiens, and a majerity ef ths cases of frozen feet snd mild oases of
cembat exhsustien, have been retained within the battalien ae qusrters cnses snd re-
turned te full duty in a2 much sherser periodgnf time than weuld have been possible
if they had been evacusted.

e. Trestment rendered within the;battallon aince the first ef the vear
totalled 1498 visgits by 033 patienta. Of these there were a tetsl ef 171 petient
daye in quarters er an average of 31 per month. These figures de not include reun=-

tine and aspecial physiocal exominatiens and immunizations, exsminatiens fer foed
handlers certificates, and such. The average number eof ireatments given in the
dispensary each month was 272; the average number ef patlents, 115, :

f. Other functiens ef the battallien aid statlen included the treatment
of a conslderable number of men froem ether units, in and sut af the divislen, as
well as the trsatment ef wounded Germens, thé treatment ef lurge numbers ef civilians
particularly in Chessien, Belgliumjard” Colegne snd Meisderf in Germsny.

7. Supplyt : %

a. There have been ‘ne mnjer preblems of supply in thlsg theatre. At
almest all times the battalien Ald Statien was set up in relatively clese preximlty
te ene of the cempanies of the cempsnles ef the U5th Armered Medical Battalien ef
the Third Armered Divisien. Oceaslensily 1t was mere cenvenlent te draw supplies
frem a nearby cellecting cempany, er clearing cempany, snd they were very co-oper-
atlve.
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b, Small quentities ef captured enemy medic-rl equipment were eccuge
fonally used, but in general eur ewn medicaﬁ’auppliaa were superier and just ans
aveilable, '

c. FPreperty exchaﬁge always functionad very smoethly, -

H
i
t
!
i
i
H
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8. ITranspertatient

a. T/E transpertation allewances calls fer four % ten trucks, and a
1} ten truck with a 1 ten trailer. Actuslly the feurth % ten has never made it's
appearance. : :

: b. Of the thres g ten tracics, all of which have been equipped with
litter racks, twe have been permanently asgigned to tank destreyer cempanies and
the third, depending upen the situatisn, rstates between the third tank destireyer
coampany snd the battalien aid statien greup,” Their chief use has been the eveow
uatlon ef patlents frem the companies to the Aid Statien. By means ef them the
battalien has been able te have » daily sick call almest all threugh combeb.
They have alge been invealusble in avqcuatipg'personnel te the rear eof the Aid
Statien. ' i

e. The 1} ten truck hes met aii the requirements of this type unit
and has preved a dependable vehicle beth en the resd and cress ceuntry. The- 3/U
ten would net have sufficed either in size er ability te get areund,

d. If a fifth vehicle ig te be made avallable te a medical detschment
such as this, I weuld suggest that an ambulance weuld have many advantages ever a .
fourth { ten, especially where a leng ride te . the rear eor celd weather are faaters
to be censidered.

9. Eguipmentt

2. In the medical detachment there is little te criticize in regard te @
the equipment. In general, we have had far mere then we have hnd use for in ceme Cob
bat. Hewever, if the situstien hrd been & little different, all eur equipment
might have becn needed. We never had eccasisn ts use the cemmend pest tent, the
gas casuslty chest, er the extra chest #1. ' '

b. The enly essential i1tem which is net included in the mediesl aquip~
ment is a stenderd etescepe. This 1nstrumen§ must be used frequently snd unless
ene is avallable many ear cenditisns are gefﬁg te be everiewvked, or unnecessary
tripe te the rear will have te be made. It weuld be easier te practice field med-
icine witheut a stethcsccpe than without an etescepe,

e. The present sterilizer, which is a cempenent of Chest #2, is net
made of a rust resistant metal and, as a result, has been found mlmest werthless. =
-Bince a sterilizer mey be easily imprevised, this defect wiae net impertant. o '!

10. Cemmunieatient

a. Cemmunication has been by meéns of telephene and messenger pri-
marily, and snly rarely hes the radie preved eof much use. This impressisn weuld
prebably be very different 1f this aid statien had been supperting the tesk fexrces,

e
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b, Telephene communicatlens within the batinlien and te the dive
isien were usually very quickly set up and thiz has been the meut commen methed
of cammunicatien, especlally when we were in a fixed locatien Fer more then a
finy or twa. :

i

1. Training:

¢
E
!
i
i
H

a. There hag been very Litile didactic training within the medical
detachment during the past year. Instructien has besn given during sick call
vhere needed, All members of the detmchwent had been threughly trained &n the
proper management »f reutine medical and surgical cases; end during cembat heve
used this knewledge to geed advantage. Many miner conditiens have been entirely

teken care of by the aid men in the cempanies, which has been invaluable expere
fence fer them, Pl

b, During the past few menths all the mom in the detachment have been
glven detailed instructien in the prevention, core, and management of particular , ]
preblems which have srisen, These included the subJects such as "Trench Feet and S
Releted Conditiens®, "Louse Barne Diseases';J?Venereal Disease”. TFellswing their ‘
instructien, the medlical men have had sccasisn teo give repested talke te the men
¢f their respective cempanies en the some subjects,

§

¢. Since the first ef the year there have deen feur replacements te
the detachment and thése men have received adequate imetructier im the varisus
phases eof 2id statien medieine and surgery.

13. Immunismtionss

a. In January the entire battalien were given Typheld-Faratypheid gtime
wlating Injectiens, and replacements ceming in since then have alse been checked
and the injection given when needed. ! '

b, In March Typhus stimulating injections te every man were erdered snd
these wers given,

c. Recently &1l immunization registers have been checked and there BYe
ne men in need of immunizatioen,

14, Feed znd Messes: .
8. Foed? The guantity and quality of fwed served sn the Jentinent wns
sufficlent and saiisfactery. On the Centinent verisus types of ratiens wers served
depending upen the military situntien; and every effert was made te serve B ratiens
during stablized er partially stablized situations and, when the situatien permitted,
het B or C type rntione were breught ferwsrd 4e frent-line units. Vhen packeged
feods were lssued, such as X and 10 in-1, wulti-vitemin tablets were made availeble o
te supplement the diet. Ne dietary er vitamin deficiencies were meted en the Cene fﬂ?l
$inent. The lack of refrigeratien facilities en the Continent hns net caused any RE
difficulties. This was mede pessidle threugh ‘the use of packaged, canned, and fre=
sen fesdn, MHess persennel are, In general, cempetent and are cenctantly supervised
te remeve any individual whe reveals himself as insdequate, Censclentieus efferts
are made te censerve the nutrient facters ef feed by the preventisn of such imprep=
sr practices as ever~ceeking, dfscarding of cesking wveter; and ef liguid frem ctanned
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frults and vegetables, and preparatien ef feed tee leng befere serving.
b. Hesses:

In combat the units have fewrd the T/E equipment adequate and gate
iafactery. The immerasien heaters, previded prisr te leaving the ctntinent have
been mest desirable. .

e, JTpedwberns Disesasatl

The bottalisn has been mest fertunate in the rarencss of feed-
berne diseases. Diarrheal and intestinal Infactiens have been at a minimum
threugh=sut 211 the cempalgns en the Centinent.

15. Sewage and Waste Dispesall

a., Oarbage! On the C@ntinent.fgarbsge wag buried and has nefer Préw-
gented a preblem, |

b. EKltchen Wagste Water: The wﬁqte water waz digpoeged ef in sumpe and
has never presented a preblem, P

| &
¢. ' Bubbisht The rubbish was first incinerated in a hele and the agh=
a8 cevered with dirt; and when it was impassible te burn the rubbish, dus %e seo=
urity reasens. 1t was burled, :

d, Human Exaretal In combat théﬁindividual hele and straddle trench
type latrines wers used by the tresps, but in mest cases, since arrivsl in Uer-
many, flush tellets were found in the billets. If the water system was destreyod
the flush tellet was aealed off, and & straddle trench type latrine dug adjacent
te the heuse, :

16, Heusingi

On the centinent the traeps used their T/E tentage, and enly after the
situatlieon became ateblized in Germany were they billeted in dbulldings. Varieus
types of structures were used, including public and private buildings, such as
scheel heuses, facteries, and private dwellings. A flesr space requirement ef
ferty feet per man was set ag the minlmum standard; and censiderable emphasis hes
been placed en head te feet sleeping, and ndequate ventilutien., Billets ware alr-
ed iy the merning and during sleeping heurs, KNe billets were used that ceuld net
be sdequately ventilated.

17. Insectst

ag Mesquiteeasl ;

This year mesquitees have been enceuntered but rarely. At the pre-
sent time a few are in evidence, and they have net been sufficlently troeubleseme
te warrant the use of insect repilllnte. :

i




Reproduccd at the Dwight D. Eisenhower Presidential Library

RJL&EdhLﬁﬁkna

)

. Reanches! ) g

Thess insects have canstltuted ne preblem at eny time, éince they
sesm te be rarely enceuntered,

- Cq nieﬂ}

It is enly within the past twe menths thot any flles have been in
evidence. With the enset ef warm weakher all measures te prevent fly breeding
- were instltuted. These included preper dispesal of wasle material, u high standard
of cleanliness, and the use of DU sprays, flypaper, and fly traps when these were
evailable. The aerssel bemb and the flitegun type sprayer were bdath feund very
effecti®e, and have been avallable in sufficlent gquantity. Fly peper hes been very
difficult te procure in ameunts needed, and all e&f it has ceme irem German seurces.
The new DDT residual spray has net been available te thig unit and it has been ime
peseible te mecure through quartermaster wfreumash for the constructien ef fly traps.

d, DBeeast
Since the Normandy cempaign bees have rerely been ween,

e, DLicel

Within the battelien there have been ne cases of leuse infestatien,
This wasg Frobably due te the majerfty ef seldiers having knewledge of the danger,
and making geed use of shewsrs, clething exchange, end ef insecticide pewder. In
ergns where llce end typhus exisited the 1naect1c1de pewier was used. twice weekly
snd preved very sffectiva, L

f. Itch Mitet : ’

In the srea areund Celegne there were twenty cases of & skin erup-
tlen with scabetic distributien but witheut the characsterietis burrews. &At firat
impressien, the papular and hive-like lesicm'were theught te be bltes but, since
there were ne lice, mesguitees er bedbugs feund sn any eof these cases, this seemed
"~ unlikely. The finsl epinien wss that the rashes were due te invicible itch-mites.
Liversl epplicatien ef insecticido piwder pruducs3excollent results beth in pre- _
ventien and cure. '

18, Bething ?acilities%?

During cembat the men have reliad for the mest part, upen helmete
spenge baths ,eccoaisnal shewers st the h5th.Arm¢rad MHediocal Battalien, and at
Divisian Quartermeater ghewer peints. Quartermacter ghewers are the mest satie-
factery agency because of the clething exchange avallabls there. Since Mareh 5th
the men have eften beon billated in houses where bathing facilities were avallable,
usually a $ud and water heating apparstus.

19. Clethingt

There heve besn saveral dericieneies in respest te the clothing auth-
erized, altheugh in general, the Army has be%a well clethed. The defeets includet

a, Autheriratien of enly ene suit of OD euter clething was insuffio-
ient fer the needs of the men. In erder te wear a clean 0D unlfoxu at ell tinei
-9~ )
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it is necessary to have two 0D uniforms issued so that one csn be worn while the
other lg washed,

i
b. The sults, herringbone, twili ware rarely worn ezcepﬁ by metw
henlcs and cooks. It would have teen b@bber to 1ssue two gults of OD inntead,

¢. In the Belglan Bulge, prevgaﬁsly snug fitting ahoes, nouv were too
tight to be comfortable and falled to keep the feet dry and werm, After the Bat-
talion had had & few emsesiof frozen feet, cold injury twpe, end after en Inpro=
vised foot wrapping had beon devised from blankets mnd was funotioning well, the
Quartermaster lssued shoe~pacs; the shoe—pécs vere gatlisfactory 4in the cold snd
snow of the Bulge, tut there were many comp]nLntg a3 mgoon as the westher warmed
up. These compleaints usunlly were that the shoe-pace mrde the faet swenty and
41d not heve enough srch support for Walking.

d. Sockst Yo practical method could be found to deliver cleen, dry
socks of the correct size to front line tr¢ope, and even in the raear of the combat
area proper sizes could not always be secured, If every sock carried 138 alze.
number, I believe, the problems could have%béen s0lved very eamslily,

Pl

¢, The government isaue rainc9at did not prove very servicsabls for
troops in en ermored division, but the new type poncho seems to keep one dry regerd-
lazz of whether one 1a walking or riding.4

! )

£, Combat bootz are mueh moreécanvenient and moére waeful than the

0ld combinntion of field and leggings.

20. Vater: é

Only water from U.S, Army engineer weter points %0 be used for drinke
ing and cooking pwrposes was the genersl rule, Ocgasionslly that wan impracticable
and the usze of Halozone tablets (50 tablets per % gsllon container) selved tha probe
lem very nicely. All men Were well Indoctrineted as te the necessity of this pro-
ecedurs,

b. Yhen living in billets where running water wee provided it wmsz not
elways poseible to be sure that some men were not drinking ' untreated water.  Every
mesng wag teken to warn them of the danger, and everything was doue %o make zocess
to trested water convenient, Lyster degs of chlorinated water were kept in every
¥itchen ares snd the men were urged to bring:into their rooms the five gnllon water
esng from their vehicles,

¢. Unit surgeons checked daily ﬁhe.stste of chlorination of water from
the engineer water point although none was ever received insufficiently chlorinated,

2l. Vepersal Digeasel

e. PFrom 1 Janusry, 1945 until 15 June, 1945 this battelion hed eleven
{11) new cazea of veneresl disenmses, for a rate of 36,6 per thousend, per yesr,
A1l vere gonococeal infections,

(R A R T
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b. By months these cases ocourred as follows?

S PR IUTTY s
Februaryeeeieasns. .1
Harch.....cv000veu X
02 B I o )
L5\ R - |
June(1-15) . ....nuuil

¢. The only explanation thot can be offered for the large mumder of
cases In Moy is the fact that we were withdrawn from combat on the 2hith of tpril,
end the sattlitude of the men was one of calebration, which led %o intoxication, and
carelessness. These plus the lerge number of sasy "pick-ups", are responsible
factors, : :

22. Professionsz] Medical and Surgiesl Services:

a. Treatment of Casunlties,
1. Most buttla casualties treated in this ald station have beon
victims of shell fire, purticularly bomb and artillery. UThere have been relatively
few bullet wounds. Surprisingly, wounds from falling flak and 50 celiber machine
gun bullets, anti-czireraft, hsve been fairly}numeroua.

: 2. Treatment in most cases has been minimal in order to haaten
evacuetion. Morphine in § and } grain doses hos been administered for pain and with
due regerd for the petionts condition and need. Plasmn hes been séministered freew
ly in all cages of shock and impending shock, and in many cases hos had a truly rew
morkable effect. TFractures hsve been splinted, bleedlng controlled, sad the wound
powdered with sulfanilimide and dressed. Yo unnecescary gurgery was done because
evecurtlon to & second echelon medicsl establishment could always be accomplished
vory gqiickly. ! :

3. TNon-battle casusltles hove been much more numerous than battle
cagurltlies all during the psriod. Because our 2id station wes generally not in di-
rect support of the troops engnged 4n combat, the bottle casualtioes nore often were
evacuated to another supporting wunit. However, the battslion ald station was always
close enough during combat to render complete medical and eurglcal support for all
non=battle snd non-urgent cases. It was g bettalion rule that nething but emorgencies
were 1o be evscusted out of the batialion wlthout going through our aid station,
end this was closely followed. The battle wounded whom we receivod direct, or treate
ed at the place of injury, were thoss resulting from ghelle landing in our ares:
or from bomblpm, or strefing nearby, Falling shell fragments and bullets from antie-
airerafd elso gecounted for many cesualties, ' . l

L. Treatment of betile casualties hse generally been in sccordance
with the following procedures: ‘ ' ' : '

. (8) Pain has been treated with morphine tartrate, using from
t %o & grain depending upon the patients: epparent diatress, general condition, and
the temperature of the air. In extremely cold weather s in the December Broslke
Through only } grains were used,

i

e T
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(b) Plecding has been controlled in neerly sll casee by means
of direct preseure. Very few wounis were found that required a tourniquet, even o
mony {famatic amptustions of limb showed surprisingly slight bleeding. i

(e) ZFraotyres of long bones have been splinted with straight |
wood epliats in nearly all cases. I belleve:the Thomas splint is much more effective
but takes comparatlively long to apply, and isince it often bas to be removed in the
second schelon treatment station, I{ts- application dnder fire is not beneficial o
the soldier. s

(4) 3Burns have been éoﬁtinely treated with clesnsing by saline
or peroxide, &nd the application of boric @ciﬁ presgsure dressing,

{e) Shock has been t#eéted by routine ald station methods,
worphine in proportion to the pein from § %o '% grain., The administration of plasma,
heat, and hoi drinks as imdicated. P \

i
4

5. Yeuropasychiatric Oasesg_"

. , (a) These cases constituted & high percentage of the individusle
ssen on sick call., Tortunutely, the veast majoriiy are soldlers with psychosomatic
complaints who are easlly bandled on a duty status. Only four men heve been evacuatet
from the battalion since the first of the yeap for neurcpsychiatric troubles. ‘

I

(v) Soldters presenting the following symptoms of 2 functional
nature were Invarisbly successfully treated through the aid atation: epigastric
distress and pain, recurrent or chrenic diaréhaa. frequency of wrlusiion, chest and
heart pains with or without dyspnoes, persistent heedache, pains in vorfous large
Joinie, paing in old woundg disproportionate t¢ the damnge remeining.

{e) Soldiers showing manifestations of fesr resctlon wers sle
most always unsuccessfully treated eand haove been evacusted. These men o6f'ten come
in shoking and trembling, and declare that they "just can't take any more". Invesi-
tigation frequently discloses that they have beon having menlal conflict for some
time. :

’ () 1In the severe cases whick require evacuation the following
& ctors heve appeared t6 be responsible for the maladjustment: (1) A feellng that
their personal chances of coming through are mialmal, (2) Lack of confidence in
equipment, e.g., changing from Mi0 to M36; (3) Lack of confidence in a leadsr,
particularly a new imexperienced platoon lesder; (H) Trouble in the family at home,

23. Concluslenl

The medical detachment of the 703rd Tank Destroyer Rattallom performed
very differently in combat than anything which was snticipated. And, slthough we
furnished less direet support to the men of our bettalion then expected, we feel
that our gervices wsre valuable and apprecieted. The sid men of the detachment had
a partlcularly difficult and dsngerouvs job which they performed in = most effecient
and frequently glorious manner. Throughout all of our time in combat the cooperation
between members of the detadhbent and between the delachment and the U5th Armored
Msdical Battalion of the Third A™mored Divislom has been of the highest order,
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Onptain, Medieal Corps, (. o
Battalion Surgeon.
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BASIG: Letter, Medical Detachment, 703d Tank Destroyer Bn, Sub: "Annual
Medical Report of the 703 Tank Destroyer Battalion", dated 15 June
1945
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706 1st Ind. MCS/tct
HEADQUARTERS XIX CCRPS, Office of theSurgeon, APO 210, U,S. Army, 5 July 1945.

"TO: Syrgeon General, War Department, U. S, Army, Wasnington 25, D. C
(Througn Technical Channels) .

IR
MCS

706 .3 2nd Ind | HiF/rhs
T WSETH ARYY, Oflice of the Surgeon, AFO 758, UL srmy, 10 Tuly 1945.
TORMT: Chief ,“}urgeon’ CTeT (liear:}, AT0 ’-387, i AI‘[I}y.
TO : Surgeon Teneral, US Army, .iashington 25, .

For the Surgeon:

r
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Solanel PC
Bxecutive Officer
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