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o "i' REPORT ON SP CIAL MISSIONS FIRuD BY E7S9TH 1D+ BATTAL - ON

L
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(Total round§ fired: 18'FsrchN~ 2 May 9452A 7,504 (a1l indirect LITE) 29‘-
Totel rounds fired 5 Avril - 2 May 1945 Z? 099, Guns were fired in %x
platoons of € guns each, using 3 Compaay Fire 7ifepti0n Ceiters). ¢\ﬂ

5 Agril 1945 K\

~=The Battallon flred a pregaraﬁlon for uho'gump ch of 1400 rounds
fired from O455 to 0505. 370th Infantry moved out under this preparation
and took initial objectives on time. There were no shert rounds emong the
Infantry. Number of enemy roun ds flred ‘Hone observed.

3

14 April 19%5

The Battalion was asSLgned the mission of neutra11z1ng enemy guns on
Punta Bianca, the p01ni of land between the mainland aund be Spezia and the
principal defense ¢? La Spezia.  The riincipal enemy guns were batteries of
152 MY guns in conerete emplacements, with. doors, in batteries. of 3 and 4
guns, each referred to as ASB, ALB, and AMB.. In sddition there were AA guns,
tanks, and self propelled guns moving about the Peninsular. Gonc\niratlons
of 12 guns sach (indirect fire at 10,000 yards) om ASB, ALB, and AMB wers
nrepared ~nd each Gompany laid o flre on one target and prepared to shlft
" to the other Ltwo. A direct wire.. was laid from the OP to the Platoons and
" four code names used; Sugar,: Love, Mike and Geronimo, When an enemy gun
of Suvar, Love, or Mlke Batteriee fired the 0P, callihg all six platoons
direct, saying Sugar, Love, or Mike, automatlcally got 5 rounds eash from
12 guus and by saying Gerouimo got 5 rolinds each from all 3§ guns. By
keeping'a round in the chamber and a gunner at the'lanyard at all times,

_ rounds hit the eunemy positions w1th10.45 seconds of calling for ame, timed
by Division Artillery. After 16 April only 70 guns were used against. the
Penlneular as one platooa was wltndrawn.far ‘use against’ Aulla,

Ia addlilon.aumerovs targets of oppertunlty were engar de On 14 April
& truck convoy of 8 irucks on oune of the roads on the Penlmsular was fired
on and at least dwo of the vehi cles dﬁatroyed.

On 15 April aud again on. 17 April the eﬁemy 8" smoke geﬁerator was
destroyed within 4 few minutes after it commenced operatlon, The enemy
never smoked out the Penlnsular after 15 April.

On 15 3pr11 an enemy self~vropplled 88 MM/ gun m0vcd imto 1oﬁ ion on .
‘the extreme tip of the Peninsular and began. direct. fire adjus tment on our

\7OP ‘obtaining both overs and  shérts with deflection corrects Before adjust~

ment was completed a ‘conference call to all three Fire Direction Genters re-
sulted in fire of all 36 guns which hit the enemy vehicle, Seﬁulng him. on
Pire and blowlng up his amnunlulon.: 14 rovnds were fired. :
Total rounds flred on Punua Blaacv 3en1nsu1ar from 14 Aprll - 19. Aprll
1945 ll 066, MWumber of ensmy rounds flred: 1macss»ble to estimate,

R &

00n51deraulon was given to the posslblllty of mov1ng gung rlght on
the ‘cozst and e:noloylnv direct fire but.the results from indirect fire
were go.efFfective that it was congidered inedvisable to move. any guas from

- posztlons whereg everything was . worklng 30 smoothly.

?unta Bisnoa guus dld not flre afber ozoo 19 Aprll 1945.

- were occupied the nigh% of %

~on either’ side of.the road.

'u’houeﬁted against the sky and resulted in considerable enemy mortar and '
artillery fire {estimated 250 m ‘ortar rounds; 400 8L it rounds).< .The Platoon,

- Thy‘Battalzon was. ordered uo put an Pl&uOOn of guns in posztlon on
ML, Grlgola for the PEEDOSE O Tring. on the roa@ et at Aulla. Posxtlons,
prll. “The onlj'passlble gun pO°Ltlons
of the ridge. The ridgd droomed ébruptly
Thizzle blast from these. gung was therefore’ 831

were o the road 1tself on"

suffered 2 men killed and 1 wounded but contimiedrts deliver ‘the fire; 7220
rounds were leed on Aulla durlng the period 17 Apill - 24 Adrll Reporta
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from Partisans and visual evidence after hostilities ceased indicated e
this fire to have been effective. The Company Commander of MBn Cdmpan'y R
Captain Harold B. Kent, with the Fire Direction Center s fired this plat:)on
(commended by lst It Hyman Glicksman) and the obher platoon was attached to

HAY Company and fired by "A" Gompany.
28 April 1945

The last enemy pocket of resistance in the vicinity- of Genoa to
surrender were the harbor defense guns high up on Uonte Maro, These guns
had fired on Genoa on 26 April causing considerable civilian casualties.,

The Commander came down to negotiate the- surrender on 27 April but failed

to complete the negobtiations. The Battalion was ordered to put one Company
in position to fire direct fire on the ports of tic guns at approximately
400 yards range. At 0030, 28 April, Captain Kenneth B, Stark, Company
Commander of Company "A® was given the mission of reconnoitering his' gun
po§itims. and moving the guns into position befare daylight., To accomplish ‘
this he made his reconnaisence in a steady rain, blackout, with no moon and
moved his guns up steep streets barely wide enough for a half track, The
half tracks eould not gegotiate the last twrn but the guns were man handled
inbto position and were in position and laid for direct fire at 400 | yards

on the enemy concrete emplacements openings by daylight, "A" Compaﬁy also
had machine guns laid directly on enemy machine gun positions, The eneomy
- gun tubes, other than machine guns, could not be dopressed to fire on owr .
gms, The enemy Lad the following gwns on Monte Maro: -

2 - 381 MM
3 - 152 MM
4 - 90 W

At 1430, 28 April, with the 12 ®A¥ Company guns in position and laid
and Infentry in positions in his rear, the enemy on Monte Maro surrendered,

3
i




	679th TD Bn, Rpt on Special Missions Fired, April 5-28, 1945
	page 2 from special missions-replace the current one

