HEADQUARTERS
658th TANK DESTROYER BATTALION
CAMP BOWIE TEXAS

BATTALION HISTORY

B,

10 April 1943, Camp Bowie, Texas: ACTIVATION per General Order #13, Headquar-
ters, Tank Destroyer Center, Camp Hood, Texas, dated 25 March 1943. COMMANDS
ING OPFICER: HAROLD C. BROWNELL, Major, Field Artillery. STRENGTH: thirty six
(36) Officers; twenty (20) Officers attached. One hundred and forty one (141)
Enlisted Men assigned as Cadre. GROUP: 17th Tank Destroyer Group. COMMANDING
OFFICER: HENRY B. MARGESON, Iieutenant Colonel, Field Artillery.

3b April 1943, Camp Bowie, Texas: Received two hundred and ninety filler re-
Placements from Reception Center, Fort Sheridan, Illinois, per paragraph #9,
Special Order #83, Headquarters, Fort Sheridan, Illinois.

12 Aprd) 1943, Camp Bowie, Texas: Received three hundred and forty six (346)
filler replacements from Reception Center, FPort Custer, Michigan, Per para-
graph £1i, Special Order #85, Fort Custer, Michigan.

13 April 1943, Camp Bowie, Texas: Thirty five (35) Enlisted Men attached to
Battalion Cadre from 605th Tank Destroyer Battalion to activate 667th Tank
Destroysr Battalion. Total strength of Cadrs attached: Thirty five (35) Enlis-
ted Jien,

4 Aprdl 1943, Camp Bowie, Texas: Battalion Commander gave an introductory and
welocoming lecture to the Officers and Enlisted Men 6f the Battalien,

&k April 1943, Camp Bowie, Texas: Lieutenant Colonel HENRY B, VARGESON, relie-
ved of command of 17th Tank Destroyer Group, COLONEL IRA BLACK assumes cosmand,
23 Aprdl 1943, Camp Bowie, Texas: Thirty (30) Enlisted Men attashed to Battalion
Cadre from 605th Tank Destroyer Battalion to activate 667th Tank Destroyer Batt-
alion. Strength of attached Cadre: Sixty five (65) Enlisted Men,
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24 April 1943, Oamp Bowie, Texas: Battalion held a fire drill at 1600 hours,
manner of performance: Very Good,

20 Aprdl 1943, Camp Bowis, Twxas: Battalion Strength: Thirty Six (36) Officers
assigned, twenty (20) Officers attached. Eight hundred and fifty nine (859) En-
listed Nan. Net inorease: Seven hundred and eighteen (718) Enlisted Xen.
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658th TANK IRSTROYER BATTALION
CAMP BOWIE TRXAS

BATTALION HISTORY

2555

5 May 1943, Camp Bowle, Texas: Battalion went on a three day bivouas in the
training area. Left Battalion area, Camp Bowis, at 1840 hours and arrived at
bivouas area at 2020 hours. Distance marched: FPive (5) miles. Weather: Warm.
Morale: Excellent,

§=7 Jay 1943, Camp Bowie, Texas: Battalion .22 Calibre Rifle, practice firing.
8 May 1943, Camp Bowie, Texas: Battalion returned to Battalion area in Camp
Bowie from Bivouac area. laft at 0430 hours and arrived in garrison at 0620
hours. Distance marched: f:iwve (5) miles. Weather: aloudy. Morale: Excellent.
10 May 1943, Camp Bowie, Texas: Battalion fired .30 Calibre Rifle, practice
and record course,

15 May 1943, Camp Bowie, Texas: Battalion moved out of Cantonment area and
moved into bivouac area at Camp Bowie, Texas to await movement order te North
Camp Hood, Texas. left Cantonment area at 6720 hours and arrived in bivouas
area at 0800 hours. Distance travelled: Two and five-tenths (2.5) miles.
Weather; Fair. Morale: HExosllent.

36 May 1943, Camp Bowie, Texas: Battalion moved from bivouas area at Camp
Bowie, Texas, and marched by motor convoy to bivouao area at North Camp:Hood,
Texas, laft Camp Bowle, Texas at 0812 hours and arrived at North Camp Hood,
Texas at 1313 hours. Distance travelled: ninety twe (92) miles. Roads: Good,
Weather: Cloudy. Morale: Excellent.

25 May 1943, North Camp Hood, Texas: Twenty (20) Officers relieved of attach~
ment and reported to Tank Destroyer Replacement Training Center.
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w Inrgdq Hood, Texas: Battalion lo’b!.mc area at 1835
hours and moved into Cantonment ares at Korth Camp Hood at 1855 hours. Die-
tance travelled: Two (2) miles by motor convoy. Roads: Pair, Weather: Fair,
Morale: Excellent. Strength: Thirty six (36) Officers, ssvea hundred and
eighty three (783) Enlisted Yen. Decrease: Twenty (20) attached Officers,
8ixty eix (66) Enlisted Men,
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658%h TANK DESTRCYSR BATTALION
NORTH CAMP HCOD, TEXAS

BATTALION HISTORY

JUNE
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3=§ June 1943, North Camp Nood, Texas: Battalion fired .30 Calibre Machine
Gun fer practice and record,
18 June 1943, North Camp Hood, Texas: Colonel IRA HIACK relieved of command
of 17th Tank Destroyer (roup, Lisutenant Colonel JUICLEY assumes command.
D23 Jupe 1943, North Camp Hood, Texas: Battalion fired .50 Calibre Machine
Osn in prestios firing.
28 Jupe 1943, North Camp Hood, Texas: Battadien moved from Cantonment ares at
North Camp Hood to bivouas area at 1530 heurs by motor convoy. Distance: Three
(3) miles. Rosds: Fair, Weather: Pair. Morale: Excellent.
30 June 1943, North Camp Hood, Twmas: Battalion moved from bivouas area at
Nerth Camp Hood, Texas at 0845 hours by motor cenvoy to Camp Hood, Texas. Ar-
rived at 0945. Distance travelled: Twenty (2)) miles. Weather: Fair, Morale:
Exsallent. Strength: Thirty six (36) Offisers, One (1) Warrant Officer, and
seven hundred and forty five (745) BEnlisted Nen, Inarease: One (1) Warrant
Offioer. Dearease: Thirty eight (38) Enlisted Men.
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HEATQUARTERS
638t TANK DKSTROYER BATTALION
GAMP HOOD, TEXAS

BATTALION HISTORX
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3 50l 1943, Camp Hood, Texas: Kleven (11) Officers assigned to the Battalicn,
Jeined Battalion at 1100 houre.

8 July 943, Camp Hood, Texas: Captain ALPIN relisved of assignment en 26 June
1943. Captain AIFORD joined Battalion te replace Captaim ALPIN as Battalion
Surgeon en 2 July 19A3. Captain ALFORD, Battalion Surgeon transferred from
this Battalion on 8§ July 1945. Battalion without a Battalion Surgeon.

A7 duly 294, Cemp Hood, Texas: Twenty thres (23) Enlisted lien of the Battal~
ion receive Good Conduch Medals per Special Order #37, Headjumrtars, 658th
Tank Destroyer Battalion,

31 July 1943, Camp Hood, Texas: Strength: Forty sevea (47) Officers, ens (1)
Warrent Officer, eight hundred and twenty four (834) Enlisted lMen. Increase:
Kleven (11) Offieers, seventy six (76) Enlisted Men,




HEADQUARTERS
650%h TANK DESTROYER BATTALION
GAMP HOOD, TEXAS

BATTALION HISTORY

T

A1 August 1943, Camp Hood, Texass Company "C* fired .22 Calibre sulmount
practice on Pilot Knod 1000 insh Anti-Tank Range. Priwate KOCH, ASN 36591A95,
was ascidentally shot through the left wrist and was taken to the Station
Hospital, Camp Hood, Texas, Aesident oecurred at 1225 howrs. Company "A"
fired .30 Culibre Machine Guns at Burprise Rargets on Brown Creek Range Mum-
ber 2,

16 Augush 1943, Camp Hood, Texas: Company "A" fired .45 Calibre Thompson Sube
Mashine Gun. Company "A" alse fired .30 Calibre Machine Gun in night firing.
A7 Augues J9k3, Camp Hood, Twxas: Company "A" fired .50 Calibre Kachine Oun
&% Moving Targets. Percentage of hits for Company: Thirty Four Percent (M%)
g Aamiat 3943, Camp Hood, Texas: Headquarters Company fired .50 Calibre Mach-
ine Gun in Field Firing and .30 Calibre Machine Oun in Night Piring.

25 Angust 1943, Camp Hood, Texas: Cempany "A" fired the .30 Calilre and the
+50 Calibee Machine Guns om Anti-Aireraft Range. Headquarters Company fired
«50 Calibre Machine Gun sn Jask's Meuntain Oas Car Range.

26 Augugt 943, Camp Hood, Texas: Headquarters Company fired .30 Calibre and
50 Calibre Mashine Guns en Sugar Loaf Mount Anti-Airereft Range.

2% August 1943, Camp locod, Texas: Company "A® fired .50 Calibre Machine Gun
using Ground Mounts ad Jask's Mountain Moving Target Range.

30 August 19A), Camp Hood, Texas: Gun erews fired .50 Calibre submount on the
M=10 Tank Destroyers, .

3} August J943, Camp Hood, Texas: Company "A" gun erews fired the Three Ineh
Guns at Tama Moving Target Range Mumber 2. Gun erews fired .30 Calibre Machine




OGun submounts on Three Inch Gun on M-10 Destroyers. Strength: Forty seven (47)
Offiesrs, one (1) Marrant Officer, seven hmndred and twenty (730) Bnlisted
Jen, Decreass: One hundred and four (104) Enlisted Men.
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658%h TANK INSTROYER BATTALION
CAMP HOOD, YEXAS

BATTALION HISTORY
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4 September 1943, Camp Hood, Texas: Company "A" gun erews fired the Three
Insh Oun using Armor Plsreing Ammunition at Tama Noving Target Range.

S Beptewber 1943, Camp Hood, Texas: Battalion left Cantorment area at 1630
heurs, arrived at Battle Conditioning Course Number 3 at 1710 hours, Move-
ment made by motor donvoy. Roads: Good, Morale: Excsllent.

§=10 September 1943, Camp Mood, Texas: Battalion participated in Battle Cone
ditioning Training at Battle Cenditioning Course Number 3,

Al September 1943, Camp Hoed, Texas: Battalion left Battle Conditiening Course
Munber 3 at 1300 hours for Cantonment area en foot..Distance: Six (6) miles.
Weather: Warmm. Morale: Excellent.

20 September 1943, Canp Hood, Texas: Battalion started eigth week of Tank Des-
troyer Unit Training Center Training.®rogrem.

30 September 1943, Camp Hood, Texas: Strangth: Forty seven Offiocers, one (1)
Farrent Officer, seven hundred and seveateen (717) Enlisted Men). Decrease:
Three (3) Enlisted lMen
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HRADQUARTERS ®
658th TARK IESTROYER BATTALION
GAMP HOOD, TEXAS

BATTALION HISTORY

o

40 Ogtober 1943, Camp Hood, Texas: Battalion relleved of assignmsnt to the
17th Tank Deatroyer Gioup and assigned to the st Tank Destroyer Group., COM-
MANDING OFFICER 21st Tank Destroyer Groups Colonel SILLIMAN,

12 Ogtaber 1543, Camp Hood, Texas: Battalion underwent inspection by Inspector
General, Results: Exscellent.

A8 Ogtober 1943, Camp Hood, Texas: Battalion started 12th week of Tank Deotroy-
or Unit Training Center Treining Program.

19 Ogtober 1943, Camp Mood, Texas: Battalion participated in Camouflage and
demolitions demonstration, Weather: Cloudy,

25 Ootober 1943, Camp Hood, Texas: Battalion started 13th week of Tank Destroy-
or Unit Training Centar Training Progrea.

31 Ogtober 1943, Camp Hood, Texas: Strength: Forty six (460 Officers, ene (1)
Warrant Officer, six hundred and sixty ssven (667) Enlisted lMen. Decrease: (ne
(1) ortieer, £ifey (50) Enlisted Men.
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§56th TANK TESTROTER BATTALI
CAMP HOOD, TEXAS
BATTALION HISTORY
> ~n

3 November 1943, Camp Hood, Texass Private EUGENE L. STONE, 36592328, was
idlled by sxplosion of eighty five (85) peunds of forty percent (LOX) TNT
a% 1155 hours, 3 November 1943 at Egypt Hollow, Camp Hood, Texas. Private
Pirst Class SAMUEL J. BOWLSBY, 36591287, was killed by explesion of eighty
five pounds of fordy percent (AO%) TNT at 1155 hours, 3 November 1943 at
Egypt Hellow, Camp Hood, Texas,
8 November 1943, Camp Hood, Texas: Battalion started 15th week of Tank Dee-
Sroyer Unit Training Center Training Progras.
13 November 1943, Camp Hood, Texas: Battalion started léth week of Tank Dee-
troyer Unit Training Center Training Prograa.
22 Kovomber 1043, Camp Hood, Texas: Battalion started 17th week of Tank Des-
troyer Unit Training Center Training Program.
29 November 1943, Camp Hood, Texas: Battalion started 18th wesk of Tank Des-
troyer Unit Training Center Training Progranm,
30 November 1943, Camp Hood, Texas: Strength: Yifty (50) Officers, one (1)
Harrant Officer, six hundred and fifty six (636) Enlisted Men. Inorease: Four
(4) officers, Decrsase: Kleven (11) Enlisted Man,
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BATTALION HISTORY
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3 Degember 1943, Camp Hood, Texas: Battalien granted fourteen (14) day fur-
loughs for fifteen percent (15%) of Enlisted Men.

13 Deoesber 1943, Camp Hood, Texas: Battalion started 20th week of Tank Des-
troyer Unit Training Center Training Program. |

25 Dpoamber 1943, Camp Hood, Texas: Each Company of Battalion held Christmss
Party in Coupany Dmy Rocms. Weather: Rainy. Morale: Excellest.

JO_December 1943, Camp Hood, Texas: Battalion started three day refresher
sourse in Battle Conditioning st Battle Conditioning Courss Number 2, Camp
Hoed, Texas, ‘

31 December 1945, Camp Hood, Texas: Strength: Pifty two (52) Officers, one (1)
Warrant Officer, six hundred and five (605) Enlisted Men. Inarease: Two (2)
Officers. Decrease: Fifty one (51) Enlisted Men,
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