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HEAD QQRR‘I‘ERS
856TH TANK DESTRUYBR BATTALION
APO 230

S —— o

5 March 1945

A o AT T

AFTER ACTION KEPURT

Section I
1., Csmpaign (Current Campeign in Western Europe).

“e Map References: M{fQﬁf%ﬁofﬁr e,i@ 5§G§h %vsobheet 20

%, Unit snd Commanders of Troopsi

Bn GO = Lt Col John G. Heador

Hg Co CO = Capt Archie . Benegur

Ren Co GO - Gapt Thomes Je Hanlifen

A Co CO e~ Capt bavid V. Cleary

B Co 00 = Capt Charles D. Driscoll
A C Go GO0 = Capt Richard d. Tuggle

Section II
Statisticel Latba

a, Personnel Losses: !

Date KiA DOL WiA MIA CABT NBGC
om O B O M O EM_ O MM O_8_
1% Feb 46 0 © © 0 © O 0 0 0 0. C 1
18 0O 0 ©0 0 00 0 0 0 0 0 0
19 g 0 0 0 O 0 0 ¢ 0 O 0 0
20 6 0 0 ¢ 0 0 0 O 0 0 0 1
21 0o 0 0 0 ¢ 0 0 0 0 O 0 1
22 c 0 0 0 OO0 0 0 0 0 0 0
23 0O 0 0 ¢ ©0-0 © 0 0 O 0 0
o 24 o 0 0 0 ¢ 0 O 0 0o 0o 0 0
25 o 6 0 0 0,0 0 0 0 O 0 ©
26 g 0 0O 0O 0 0O 0 0 0 O 0 1
L co ¢ 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 6 O
28 o 0 O ¢ 0:0 O 0O 0 O 0 1 .
b. Personnel Replacements: Y
Dute 0 _EM Dute 0_Ii S
17 ¥eb 45 0 0 2% yeb 40 G 0 ‘
18 0 0 24 0 0
19 0 0 .85 0 0
20 0 0 26 o 0
21 0 0 .27 0o 7
22 6 0 0 0

¢, PW taken - None
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d, Vehlcular lLosses:

:Trallers
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e, Vehicular Keplacements;

o - . ‘ . tTrallers
;=T 3/&-T 1§=T 25-T T0O-T ji-8 N~18 W~20 M=0& :1=T M~10
Fﬂ)&f ,
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f. _Ammunition ixpended:

*£260  7émm HE  37mm Canlster
*smnunition expended at precotice Tiring et DOCHAMP vP4H9838,

A

Sectian 11X

The battalion oclored in SFRIMONT, Belgium X030140, 171630 ¥Feb
45, wuarters for officers snd ¥ hed boen srrsnged for by the
Advance Detschmsnt. Upon completion of 1lst echelon malntensnoce
and the feeding of the personnel, officers snd B were coanducted to
their guarters by guldes of the sdvance detschment, The nex%
. three duys, 18-20 Feb 45, were spent 1ln maulintensnoe of the vehioles
and olsaning of personal serums, clothing end eguipment.

During the period 20«27 ¥Feb 4O the Battsullon Commsnder, Bn
Executive, Staff and Speclal Staff offlcers viaited the 844 TL Bn
st SCalICu, Germany, K460495 for the purpose of orientatlon. Com-
peny officers also visited the 644 TL Bn, 839%ih and 692nd T Bat-
" yxlions for the seme reason.
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: ‘the beisallon o=3 made urcangencnts for the personnel of the
656¢%h 10 Bn to fire smikll arms, 37 ana 76mm guns. I% was felt thab
since the battulion personnel had nok fired for over two monthse and
since the 76wm guns had not been fired since recelpt, preilminuary
firing of the weapous wpuld prove a great ftraining aid.

A% 0BOJA 25 reb 45 ¢ Company with 2nd deconnaissance :latoun = |
attached left for the rqange at DGOHANP, Belgium r4598%8. The road L
march was conducted in & tacticasl manner with the negonnelssance o
Platoon lesding. ¢ Company ciosed inko pUCHAYF at 12004 hrs 25 ¥edb
45. The remsinder of thy day was mpent in preparation for the re xt
day*s firing. several diestroyed vehicles were pulled on the range
a8 ftargets. ¢ Gompany bijgan Ziriog at 093CA 26 Heb 45 and eumpleted
at i200A hrs. 4 total of 130 rds of HE wers fired. naifies, 30
and 50 caliber machine giue were aiso fired by the security and
Company Head uarters m80?1®n8¢ neconnais sance riatoun fired 30
rds of 37mm canlster, riflds, 30 and 50 caliber machine guns.
Company left the range at 1300A hrs and returned to the battzlion
area at JPHINONT 14454 26 Feb 45.

Company B with the Lt rlatoun sbttached left SPRINONT for
DUCHAKP OBOOA hras 26 ¥eb 45 ang wrrived at the range at 12254
hrs. The remainder of thi. day was spent in preparation for the
next day's tiring. sdaitiofial destroyed vehicles were pudied to
the range us targets. at: 0O4%4 hra 26 Feb 45 B Company bsgan
firing., & total of 1% r{ls of HE ammunition was firped. #ifleas,
carpines, 3u and Su calibir machine guns woere atso fired. The
18% neccnnals sair e ristouly fired 30 .rds of 3Tmm canister, carbines,
riries, 30 and 5u cailiber maghine guns were w«lso fired. Firving
was completed at 12004 hris 27 'reb 45. B Company left LOCHANE at
125UA hrs and closed in o1y APRINOAYT K530140 2714254 iarch 45.

e

upon receipt of a tejephions cali frum G-3, 9th Armored Dive
ision, the sattalion Commgndey Lwft the un CP at 19354 hres 27 Feb
45. 4 meeting of wll pn ¢f fivers was calied for 2100A hrs. At
2107A hrs the pn Commander reforacd to the #n C¥. The Bn alerted
Yo move in four hre. A Campany with the %rd xen ¥lat and one
saction of cloneers was of vachid to .Gombat Command A§ R Company
with tho 1.% non Rlat atiached remained under #n control. ¢ Come

T pany with the 2nd aen riat wndone gection or rioneers was atsached

to ¢C B.

The remainder of son (2o, Hii and Hg Co personuel remsined
under battalion control. Jub Banson, :ionesr rlatoun Leader was
attached as liaison eifice)jr for ' Company. ut wilke, acn Co
Dxecutive was attached to A, Company as iisiscn Ofiicery Lt Turney
bBn Lisison ufficer xas atisicheti Lo B Company as uvimison uffi er,

The forward Bn CP clomed iat $FRINONT at 2BLUC0A hrs and meved
to Join the 9th Armored pivieiion forward OP for the move 5o the
front lLinss. themiasion of the sn for ward CP was remsin in close
proximitg to the wivision oF £or the purpose of lialson. & high
overcast remained Lhy sughout t.he dag during the uarch to URY,
Germany POU8399. yhe, coudibiom of the roads over the entires
route varisd fror go g4 o falp gnabling the mnreh unit %o travel
at the pregserived ‘gpeed. Therle was no enemy alr or yground intere
ference during the mareh, Zhe PBr CF closed in oEY at 20004 hrs
28 ¥eb 45. rhis Crrganisations firaet combat OF was set up in an
ahandoned houase. sire comwmunicmtion betwesn the rn Porward and

- % o

oy

3
e



g,

Reproduced at the Ds';u'ght D. Eisenhower Presidential Librmj'

H
and uvivision OF was conmpleted at’ ?%004 hrs.

The Batrallon sear UF wnd Headruarters company moved Lfrom
BPRIKCHT Telglum &t 1528% hrs, 28 ¥eb 45 with conbst Command
neserve of the 29th Armored Divigion., +The misvion of the Habtvéle
ion rear OF was to oocordinpte the Headouariers Compang ssiviges
with the gun companies. The mission of Headguarters Lompany
#a8 to move with the Batsallon wear CF and 4o furnish the Fore
#grd Battaslon O and the gun companies »ith auppiy and main-
tenance gervicenz. No enemy achion wrs experiemr ed sither by
Head uarterns UOmpany or by fhes hear CP group during the road march
from oYsIRCHET to FRINSENRATH Germany, K91%3444. Headnuarters Come
pany with the pattalion near CP closed in on FRINSENRATH at
21554, hras, 28 robruary 1945. ’

4 CGompany with one aecoontissance rletoun was absached %o
Combat Command Ay 9th armored givision per verbal o der of the
CG and conflrmed in writing bz #0 3, 9%h arnored bivision dated
28 February 1945. a Company's mission was to march by wsotor cone
voy from oFRINORT Belglum to an asseubif srea &t uLiUVE Cermany
P1337. in adulbion, A Company was %o aoct as the AT reserve for
Lvombab vomswand A when the UC ubiacked in the morning. No enemy
action was encountered during $he roud murch o wovement into
the agsembly areas 7The vuniddtlons of the roads wers falr toguid.
i high overcast prevellsd tihcughout the day. a GCompany closed
at the wssenbly srea ab 2%004 hrs 28 sebruary 1945,

Company B with one aeconnals gance rlatown remained under
battalion control. Themlsslon of voumpany B was to march by motor
convoy from oFRIMORT Belgium to KORNELIMUNSTER Germany,K904577
and remain thwre 10 wwalit Iurther orders. B Company depsried
from oFAINCRT Belglwnm on the 28%h oi rebruary 194% nnd srrived
ot AUNNLLINUN TER Germany on the same dag. no enemy scotion waas
encougtered during the motor nurch. Phe company completed it's
road march in an excallsent mannaxr,

¢ Company with ononeconnals sance ristoun was atvached %o
Combat Comwand § per verbal order of the ommanaing veneral, Yth
wnraored wivision. This at.achment was later confirmed by PO 3,
9%h armored pivieion. © Company departed from SPRIEGHD Pelgium
at uv6454 28 February 1945, Coupany CG's mipalon was to move from
sPRICET Zelglum %o an assenbly area in the vicinity of oOLLER
Germany, Fl08388 and oot us the AT reserve for the Combat Comw

. mand when the cvombat vommand atiacked in the morning. Conditicns

of the roads were Ialyr tu giwuds. " » high overcast resained
throughout the day. »0 enemy action was encuvuntered during the
nutor march or movemendt ik the ensenblz wrea. 7The company
crosed on <OLLER Germany vt ol304 hrs i weroh 1945,
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since this organization hss not seen any combat sctlon &t this
dste no coswents can be msae in regards to combat adeptability of
equipment found in this baltelion. In Lhe passt montn this bettslion
hes covered over 500 miles in road msrotes, The outstanding point
of these marches is the escellent menner in +hich the ¥-18 Tenk
Lestroyer has performed. it the ¢lose of a days march, in all cases,
&€ll destrogers closed with their respective march units., In several
instunces one or two Li-18s dropped out of the march ¢olumns, The
casuses of these "drop outs" were simple mechanical faillures, never
of a such serlous nature s to warrant extensive repairs. These
"drop outs" generall, rejoined their smeroh units when the column
stopyed to rest and performed msintenance,

The performsnce of the -8 and J-2£0 while setislsctory on hard
roaus is only fsir on muddy rouds snd on Cross-country runs, This
is particulsrly true in inclement weather. Both the -8 and ;-20
hgve a tendency to skid on muddy hard surface rosds and bogg down
in orossing flelds, 7The inability of these vehicles to Perform well
over muddy fields can be somewhst laproved by the wddition of trac-
tion chains. Even with this addition the vehicles ure not entirely
satisfuctory for all operations. - Mechenically these vehic les
stand up well, '

The remalining wheeled vehicles performed well with an oute
stending performance by the 5/4-ton weapons cerrier., This vehicle
performs well on all types of roamus snd in cross-country operations
in wil types of weuther, :
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Lt Col, Inf (Tb)
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