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HEADQUARTERS
’ 45T DaiK DISTRCYZR SALTALICH
" &FC 45, U S ARLY
6 hay 1944
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Subjiects 3Bgttie Report ‘:(Lﬂt\ 4 4
To ¢ Comuanding General, Fifth army, 4FC 454, U S 4rmy.

L:p Referznce: Shest #1586, 1/100C,000, Italy,
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1. lNo direct fire was brougit on enemy tanks since their activity was nil
during d-ylizat hours, Some tankis were reported firing on our troops at night,
but none were close enouzin so that our’direct fire guns could observe them. Three
tanks were knocked out by our indirect fire battery.

2. CGur four gun battery (935264) fired 101 observed and 69 unobserved missions,
Reconnaigsance Cownany CP's did practicaelly s11 the adjusting, Our OPtg alss ad-
Susted the Field Artillery on a number of missions, '

o
3.The Naval Star Shell rroved to be very satisfactory, Thls shell is very or
accurate and zives excellent illumination, CQur telescopic sights are mew ﬂlu- Loy
inated. It is believed these used in conjunction with the Star Shell wﬂl 26/ ~»

sffective against nizht targets, .

4. Reconnasissance Com any sent a man out with Infantry Reconndsmw,
periodically, in order to inspect for tank approaches, RN e 5

5. The Fioneer platoon was busy preparing alternate positiona as well as new |
rositions, ‘Blasting was tried but proved unsuecessful due to type of clay lcil

6., Officers and Enlisted Yen were sent to the 45th Infantry, mdpiﬂn Pimw
Reconneissance, Gas, Bomb Disposal and dutomotive Schools. 8ix officsrs are taking
a course in Air Observation., 411 units while in the rear area een@leted\ ‘trqin‘iag

in subjects most needed by their respective companles. e

7. On the niziit of 21 April at 2215 B hours, one M-10 of Compary H; this
unit, was moved from a covered posmlon at 889284 to a firing position at 890287
without bein; heard by the Infantry in front of them, The distenee covered: m
300 yzrds and two rizht angle turns were involved in the movement. The firiag
p031tlcn Was 25 yerds to the rear of a front line infantry squad. The E-10“mas.
.oved in seecnd zear at 00 RFM, There was a slight nesd-on breeze. The movﬁm
took twenty minutes to complete. The officer in charge, 2nd Lieutenant FRED A,
SATTT (0-1¢23040), was apprcxmately twenty-five yards in advance of the E-10
juring tre move and all ne could hear was a slight drone., The most noise was in
tarting tre engines, The engines were warned up five minutes before moving, lat.
ieutenant ACLLES, R.:.3. Regiment, in charge of infentry in firing positiem: axres,
iscovered the L~10's presence as a result of noise made by the TD. oﬁiw{m
n foot near the tank destroyer position. ‘The British officer oss dwer to fae - ..
estlbate anc found the tenk destroyer, which he stated nelther himself or B.!.s lll’ 5

b

ad heard move 1n.
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2. The companies were on the line for arproximately two weeks, then pulled
back for about a week's rest. The platoons in fire positions were shifted by
Corpany about every three days. 4&ll Company Commanders agree that this is t:e

best plan of relief, .

9. The kalarid Control Officer has been very active; checking moscuito
breeding places, ascertaining that every man is using a mosquito bar and headnet;
burning grass huts and insisting that every man tske atsbrine, Only one case of

malaria has erpesred in this Battalion,

10, The Special Service Officer has kert the morale at a high level by arr-
anging programs for units coming out of the line,

11, The Battalion Commander and Staff inspected personnel and organizational
equipment at the end of the month,

11

OPFERATICNS FOR_PERICD BEGINNING 1 APRIL AND ENDING 30 APRIL 1944

1 Aprils One jeep of Company B was demolished at House #l. Company B moved a
tank destroyer up disgonal road southwest of PADIGLIONE and fired im vicinity of
House #27. The artillery fired Phosphorous Shells to illuminate the house but
the house could nvt be seen., Company C fired 342 rounds on enemy personnal at

- Houses #67, #66 and #15.

2 Aprils The Naval Star Shell was experimented with, The target was House #25.
A1l three shalls burst about 1500 feet above the target. The house could be seen 1
very plainly. Company C blasted enemy personnel and houses with 144 rounds, B

3 aprils Company C fired 193 rounds in registration and interdiction; The ﬁat-
talion CP was bombed, Gas and 0il Dump (1200 gallons of gas, 40 gellons of oil,
120 pounds of grease) and one 2j-Ton truck were set afire.

4 4pril - 13 Aprils During this period Company C fired a total of 1577 rounds on
enemy personnel, tanks, houses, assembly areas and mortars.

. 14 #pril - 17 kprils Company C expended 828 rounds on enemy tanks, ~;.h1610|, per-
sonnel and interdiction, One Mark IV tank was set afire as well as one medium

tehicle. .

18 April - 22 Aprils Company C continued firing on enemy tankl, vehicles, pox\->
sonnel, OP's and herassing missions, 1799 rounds were expended. One Mark IV
tank was set on fire, . , )
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CCGNSCLIDATICN OF FIRE 1.ISSICNS LCiLiTH CF AFRIL 1%44 BY FCUR GUN BATT&X/ CF
COLPARY nAM AND COLFANY n"Cn", 645TH TaMK DESTRC fER BATTALICI,

OBSERVED L.ISSIONS .
Enemy personnel 45
Eneny mortars 3
Znemy tanks (destroyed 3) 15
Enemy LG emplacemcents 2
Enemy field piece 6
Eneny vehlcle and venicular
traffic 18
Enemy OP A
Enemy supply and assembly
area 3
Star Shell _5
TOTAL C3SERVED 101

ULOBSERVED LISSICNS

House harrassing pal
Interdiction _ 48
TCTal UKCBSERVED &

TOTAL FIAREL 170

A URITICH EXFENDITURES FOR f.CUTH o F aPRIL 1944

iAE : S.0KE TIi& SHELL STAR Syl AFC
7023 437 66 18 118
111

LI ISTRATIVE DETAILS fCx Tud wlnih CF aPRIL 1944

The rorele of the officers and men was excellent., The Battallon suprly wes
satisfactory., One Officer and five (5) enlisted men were rotated to tne United
States during tids period.The Battalion received tiree officers and taree enlisted
ren as repl:ce:zents for cificers and wen rotated tc the Unit:d Stetes, Rest
Ca:rs were naintained by trne fifth Army for cfficers and enlisted men, Six
Gecoraliions were awarded tc one éfficer and five enlisted men by the Coumanding
Generzgl, 45tn Infantry Division, Five officers were attsched to the Battalion
for trzining for a period of thirty days. The following chenZes in duties vizre
made during the month of Aprils Captain JESQY 3, LORGAN tc Commencinz (fficer,

Co 4 Captain RICHARD b, K(CS, to Commanding Cfficer, Co B; Ca;tain ".TILLI:.; Y.
CITIC, to Commandlnc., Cfficer, headquarters Company; Captaln ILLIAL we 2o TFall,
to Battzlicen 543 Cartzin xIC.ARD 3, WilDE&R, to LNO; Lt., WILiIA. H, baAdlld, to
Execttive Cfficer, Company 4; Lt., ZACK %, LINDEB2RG, to Flstocn Coxmrender, Co. G
Lt, J& a5 G Ga LB, to Li0; Lt., PAL .. STEFZanI, to Communicatéeons Cfficer;
Lt. JOSEr F., DICi, to Elatoon Commander, Co. 4; and Lt, F4lL F. GRI-ZIN, to LIC.
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BATTLS CASUALTY SULi.4RY
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33487814

L 32263063

3105937
25111 .55
20834074
26017964
25111874
1305956
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RANK

¥ Not reported on previous 3attle Casudlty Summeary,

Ay wan
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STATUGS

Wounded
Wounded
Wounded
Injured
Injured
wounded
Tounded -
Wounded
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ED.A3D L. 4USTIY, Sattelion Cozmander was promoted to the rank of Lieutenant Golo-.
161, 9 april 1944. The Personnel Section of tie Dattalion remained in the same
locstion as the previous uorth, et BACOLL,ITALY,

2 oerllf) Gt

EDWARD L. AUSTIK
Lt,Col., Field artillery

Commanding
£2 _incle .

arnex "at Bagtile Casual ty Sumnary
4nnex "3"  Battle Report Overlay
Intelligence Summary ' ‘ )
Operation Journals :
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Intelligence Summary, Suryorted Units (45th Inf Oiv end 3rd Inf
Div) Sector

1 4qril to 3¢ arril 944

annex to fsttle Aerort for arril 1944

lapss 1ltlay, oheet 152, I,11,I11I1,1V

ol

This urit raintaine: Anti-tank Dsfense ol thz sector lrom the
2 to thz o7 ~ril line, The sector -as ield by tne 45tk Inl Jlv Ifron 1 april
te atoub tl.oo 15th ayril :.nl b the 3rd siv Jrom 15th arril to 20 arril,

Zrary frent lines for the porlod: lst sapril- 890209 to 91525C
to $1£71° to $3031% to 361323. Cn the 13th april- 91425 to 917310 to 922319
to 960320. C(n the 16tn april- €90295 to 908300 to 927325 to 950310 to 972323.
(r the 12th aril to the end of the periocd- £€90295 to £98296 to 906299 to 914~
313 to 326324 to CAY319 to 948225 to 957324.

actuslly, there was little if uny chan e in enemy front line
defenses for the period, Cur troors did improve their rositions by edging
thelr lines out & little furtner intoc "no ran's land" between the 89 and 92
cric 'inas,

The ieriod was narked by sharp ypatrol activities on both sides.
Thie eneny regzcted wvith creat sensitivity to our patrols and responded with
S/A, artillery and mortzrs when proddec, The enemy never usec grester strength
ti.an =n estimatez company in any of their efforts and thst arount only on one
or two occasions, ‘

Znemy artillery wus com; arutivel; keavy, kortars were employed
in zroups for massed fire on forward elements, host fire wus dellivered at
nizht, .hen the enemy suspected an attack imminent, lLe would let loose with
prerared fires covering not only the frontlines but the entire beach-head.
Fort facilities, though steedily shelled, did not receive as much fire as they
had in rrevious months, Tanks were used as mcbile artillery and inti-tank
guns, Twe or three tanks would be brought forward under cover of darkness,
fire ana withdraw before dawn, ' ’

Znemy eir was "seen” only at nicht and was usually preceded by
twili-ht reconnaiscance, M"Stuka" dive bombers were identified in use over
tii2 Lruch=iicad Jor the first time, They lcst 255 ol ths plenes sent over %o
our aiada and nicht fienters,

Units Op; osing- 2rd FGD and 262 Inf Div, .
Ulsrosition of enemy units diring reriod: lst April to 4th 4pril-
On the left (179th Inf Sector)- 2 Bn 309 IR, 3 Bn 309 IR; on the right.(157th
Inf Sector)- 2 Bn 29 FGR, 362-Ren 3n, 60 Bngr Bn, 1 Bn 956 IR, 5th april to
to 9th &rril- Left (179)~ 1 end 3 Bns 309 IR, 2 Bn 2 FGR; right (157)- 2 Bn
29 'FGR, 1 Bn 1028 FGR, 1 Bn 956 Inf, 10th April to 15th 4pril- Left (179)
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Intelli-ence oummary 1 arril te 30 april (Centinued),

2 0w 200 IR, 13m0 29 FoRy right=(157)- 2 on 29 dui, 1 oen o oon 1oul Tok,
ar. 1 .n 956 Ik, 16th april to 22n3 arril- Left (Vth Inf, 3¢l Inf Div)-
Z sn 203 IR, 1 5n 25 EGxy right (30th Inf, 2ra inf Div)- 2 on 29 1G4, 1

an’ 2 on 1028 FGR, 1 Sn 9586 IR, 23ra april- Lei’t (7tn Inf)- 2 un— 2 in
200 IR, 3 2n 29 PGR; right (20th Inf)- 2 3n 29 1GR, 2 unidentifi o in’rn-
try- tattdlions, 1 1n 926 IR, 2Uth arril to 27th wril- Left (70 +nl)-

1 on & IGR, 2 and 2 bn 309 IR, 2 3n 2 FGR; richt (3Cth Inf)- 1.2 % -n,
1 °n ¢ }GR, 362 Ren Ln, “n 956 IR, 20tk april to 20bL ayril- Lolt (7
inlj- 2 Zn € FGR, 3 Bn 309 IR, 102 Tk On; ricut (2Cth Inf)- 3 .n 0 B4R,

2 .n 29 FGR, 1 3n 2% }FG&, 362 Xen On, 1 unidentified un Inf,

baolamilanalis

men in 129 FGR if he captured en al rifle, and & yrize of 100 marks ror o T.02
ce aT sun., “n Italy a yrize was olfered to men of 1028 FGa for avery cap-
tured americin zas mask.

Frizass to German Soldiers: In Russia, a rrize of 10 marks va: ofTire! to each

Recently after large numbers of Pritish and american Fis had
escared the fcllowing rewards v re promised to Germsn scldiers a;) reend-
‘ng an escape!

21 days leave

a silver cipzrette case
a fountain ;en

a wrist watch

Use of iiand Flame Throwers: Use wacs made by tre enemy cf hand [lame thrcwers

in a local attack made 1 April. The weapons were of e jortable tine rorkec

by & two man team, They were employed in :airs, two beins zlloted to eu:h of
e tvo sttacking platoons. HRange telievad to be .0 yards, 6 second bdarst,

Effect of Cur Artillery Fire: I'W captured 18 april stated tust men in his
comprany were somewhat demcralized on account of our artillery; evan beasonoH
fightsrs teing extremely nervous,.

Froy sounda Leafletst Leallets dropred 7€ Arril jlaysc w st:oterent o
Lencon verer to tne effect that this is "a rich man's war but a roor

e Sy
ane oy

v
™
W

a.n' ]

fizhtn, Tiils theme has been plzrec ur in many lezlletzs shcning ti= Goush-

v 2

voy Jishting wnile all Street rakees in thie cach.

i

or the Somrmandins (01
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