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1, The lst Cctober found the Battalion (minus "B" Company and 4th platoon.
Reconnaissance Company) supporting the 45th Infantry Division advance to the
East along the general line RAMBERVILLERS, AUTREY, to GRANDVILLERS. The ter-
rain between AUTREY and GRANDVILIERS, mostly rolling, muddy, and heavily wooded
in may places,. proved a new experience in employment of our TDs. The close
woods cut down fields of fire to narrow, short lanes, making movement extremely
limited, often reducing the effectiveness of TDs to nothing but a morale factor
for the infantry. The greater part of the German armor employed was the light
MK IV tank, which already placed in the woods, could more easily and quickly
be knocked out with bazooka fire at close ranges. The terrain east of RANBER- \{
VILLERS (™A™ Company's sector) was generally rolling and open with a few clumps
of trees seattered enough on the rolling hills to make observation a problem. ‘3
As most of the action in this sector was holding with active patrolling by the ka
157th Infantry, 2 platoons of "A" Company were deployed 2 km NE and SE of the
town in Antitank positicns overlooking the towns of BRU and JEANKENIL, where
the majority of enemy forces were concentrsted. The remaining platoon (which
also constituted the reserve platoon) maintained anh indirect fire battery W
of RAUBERVILLERS which proved a great asset to Division Artillery due to short-
ages in 105mm ammunition. Reconnaissance Company OPs in that sector adjusted N
the battery on many enemy targets in the BRU ~ JEANMENIL area, s

{
BCW Company, on the other hand, in support of the 179th and 180th Inf- i
antry Regiments vicinity of AUTREY, FREIIFONTAINE and CRENDVILLERS, was operatlng:L
- on & more aggressive front, providlng assault fire and Antitenk protection., The
terrain, as previously mentioned, was heavily wooded and just as heavily defended
by a stubborn enemy. One platoon worked with each Infantry Regiment and the re- (}f
gerve platoon wasg used in an artillery role supporting the fires of Division
Artillery,

Reconnaissance Company faced the problem of getting observation into
enemy territory full of woods and defiles from terrain with little dominating
high ground., Sometimes it would take two or three OPs in different localities

to completely cover one particular spot and even then there would be someMdead
space "

2, Gn the 1lst of October, platoon of "C" Company in the GRANDVILLERS sector,







"'.causmg five cabualtles. :

of WONWZEVILLE in support of 160th FA Battalion and & 5-gun battery 2 km 53 of
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115ted llen were sent to Headquarters'v - V=10 Drivers and Gunners

School,

8, Before daylight 15th October the . lst and 2nd platoons. "A" Company were 7
relieved by "C" Company, Two *Ds of 3rd platcon MAW Company remained in supvort
of WO Company vieinity of FRENIE TONTATIE,  With remaining 7 cung "AM Company
took over battery positions vac lt@ by "C" Company vieinity of ”ADﬁUm'WT'
VILLE, During the pericd “eoonna1oaqnoe Compeny maintained CPs
mines in advance of TDs,
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9. The following day 2 guns lst platoon iGY Company fired 15 rounds HE and
O rounds APCBDE at eneiy' | pergonnel in woods causing cepture of 35 FPhs by 130th
Infantry, The indirect fire batteries continued to haras the enemy b;

at amminition dumps, tanks, infantry and guns,
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10+ The period up to the 19th Qectober found no changes in dispositions but
on 19th October 6 guns MA" Company relieved "GP Company in 180th lnfantry sector
without incident, "O" Company then sstablished a A-gun indirect battery nity

Lo
Company OF vieinity of AUTREY adjusted PADOUX battery on enery wvehicles with zood
regults and on the R1st adjusted batlery on enemy gun battery, silencing the zun.
At this point MA" and "C" Companies were dovn to 2 total of 16«M-10s operating.

PADOUX in gupport of 171st F4 Battalion, On the 20th October, Reconnailssance

Four were in Cruhqnce and two weve in Batbtalion ntenance, The nmajority of
n-10z h ' gervisce and lwge then running kept the nail CTeWS
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11, PFrom 2lat Octohor to 26th Cetober no change vwas Zound dn Lnit
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dispositions, y continued in support of 1%0th Infantry advance in wooded
sector 3. of Lovards JIONTAGNZ GIVZR and "G" Company's indirect

Pire babtery continued to pound targets,

sved "CH Company 5018t

12. On the 26th October "C" Company H45th TD 3n rel 3
T Bn in 179th Infantry sector. "3 Company 601st TU 3n detsached freom this |
gquarters and returned to control of parent unit in 3rd Infantry Division se:
Qur oW Company continued in supporu of 179th Tufantry advance in the |

pator, At 13004 same date, "A" Company velieved of support of 130th Infantry
T;*wﬂent and moved to assembly area vicinity of EUTREY, 3Sattalion CF cloged in
STE FEIENE location and moved o the recently taken town of HOUSSERAS at 14004,
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13, On the 27th October 636th TD Bn (- "B Company) reverted to control of
36th Infantry Division, "B" Company attached to this headquarters supporting
one Batbalion 180th Infantry vicinity of HOUSSERAS and 157th Infantry attack to

_the W of HOUSSERAS. At 05004 MA" Company moved 2 guns to vieinity of 226686 /

with the mission .of protecting the exposed flank of the 45th Infantry Division,
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