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10 The 1st October found the Battalion (minus "B" Company and 4th platoon, 
Reconnaissance Company) supporting, the 45th Infantry Division advance to the 
Eas~ along the general line RArvil3ERVILLERS, AUTREY, to a£i.ANDVILLERS. The ter­
rain between AUTHEY and GHANDVILIERS, mostly rolling, Imlddy, and. heavily wooded 
in PJay places, proved a new experience in employment of our TDs. The close 
woods cut do\vu fields of fire to narrow, short lanes, mclcing movement extremely 
limited, often reducing the effectiveness of TDs to nothing but a morale factor 
for the infantry. The greater part of the Gerr~n armor em?loyed was the light 
w~ rv tank, whioh already placed in the woods, could more easily and quickly 
be knocked out with bazooka fire at close ranges. The terrain east of F~~mER-, ,\ 
Vlm;RS ("A" Company's sector) was generally rolling and open with a few clumps I, 
of trees seattered enough on the rolling hills to make observation a problem. \) 
As most of the action in this sector 'Nas holding with active patrolling by the t-... 
157th Infantry, 2 platoons of uAI' Company were deployed 2' km NE and SE of the ~ 
town in Antitank positions overlooking the to~ms of BRU and JEANW£NIL, where ~ 
the majority of enemy forces were concentratedo The remaining platoon (which ( 
also constituted the reserve platoon) maintained ant indirect fire batteryW 
of RJi1mERVIL~~S which proved a great asset to Division Artillery due to ~hort-~ 

ages in 105mm ammunition. Reconnaissance Company OPs in that sector adjusted ­
the battery on many enemy targeTs in the BRU - JEfu~MENILareao ~ 

!lC" Company, on the other hand, in support of the 179th and l80th Inf- 1 
antry Regimen.ts vicinity of AUTREY, FREi:IFONTAINE and GRDDVILLERS, was operatin~ 
on a more aggres~ive front, providing assault fire and Antitank protection o The ~ 

'"	 terrain, as previously mentioned, VJas heavily wooded and just as heavily defended 
by a stubborn enemyo One platoon worked with each Infantry Regiment and the re-CJr 
serve platoon was used in'an artillery role supporting the fires of Division 
Artilleryo 

Reconnaissance Company faced the problem of getting observation j~to 

enemy territory full of woods and defiles from terrain with little domina~ing 

high groundo Sometimes it would take two or three OPs in different localities 
to completely cover one particular spot and even then there vJould be some"dead 
space 0" 

20 On the 1st of October, platoon of "C!t Company in the GRANDVILL&'i.S sector, 
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Battle Report for;Period 1 Ootoher 1944 to 31 October 1944 (Continued). 

fired a total of 118 rounds HE and 3 rounds APe, direct assault fire, at enemy 
infantry and vehicles on the eqge of town, knocking out 1 self-propelled gun, 
2 vehicles, and causing nurOO-rous casualti' s among the enemy :infantr~ On the 
2nd October, 2 guns nAtl Company at railroad stationSE of RAMBERVILLERS, knocked 
out an enemy Mk IV tank vid.nity of J'.f:ANlIENIL ~dth a total of 18 rounds APCBDF 
(Enemy tank burned). 'For the most part, up to tbe 5th of 'October, the Companies 
adhered to the above plan, effecting reliefs within themselves. The movement 
of the Battalion'CP from AYDOILLES to -$TE HEIENEon the 4th of October proYed 
the only change o The Battalion CP, operating 'well forward and in the center of 
the sector, maintained good communications with the TD Companies using the SCR 
608 radios and wire, providing a smooth running organization. Occasionally, due 
to terrain conditions, relays had to be established but this x10wed down operations 
very little. However, the serious shortage of BA 39 and BA 40 batteries jeopard­
ized communications ~vithin the comapnies o L./ tJ ,." ¥ 

'3.. On the 5th October, "Cit Company's indirect fire battery vicinity of 
NONZSVILLE, reverted to its primary mission of F~titank Defense and went into 
position in the FRE~lIFONTAINE sector, supporting the l80th Infantryo At l600A 
one section of 3rd platoon fired 15 rounds HE at enemy infantry vicinity of rail­
road NIT. of FREMIFONTAlllE o 

4. During the night of 6th Oct the 636th l'D Battalion (- Company "cu and 
one platoon of Reconnaissance Company) and \lCn Company 66lst TD Battalion arrived 
in the 45th Infantry Division sector per Headquarters VI Corps Order and were 
put under control of our Battalion Commander per VO CG 45th Infantry Division" 
Before daylight on the 7th October the following reliefs and changes were effected: 

(a) rlAIt Company 645th TD Battalion relieved in RAMBERVILIERS sector by 
1~.A.t' Company 636th TD Battalion and established 6-gun Battery 2 km SE of PADOUX. 
Remainder of Company in reserve vicinity of PIERP~PONTo 

(b) 1st platoon flC tt Company 645th TD Battalion in support of 179th Inf­
antry Regiment relieved by !fCll Company 601st TD Battalion and moved to FHEMIFON­
TAlliE sector to assist remainder of "CII Company 645th TD Battalion in support of 
l80th Infantry Regiment" 

(c) 2 guns nc~t Company vicinity of 1U TREY relieved by 4 guns t'B I Company• 

636th TD Battalion and moved to IBOth Infantry sector" 
(d) Reconnaissance Company 636th TD Battalion :celieved 645th Reconnais­

sance Company OPs in AUTREY-EL~~ffiERVILLERS sector, who in turn established new OPs 
and listening posts in GP,.ANDVILLEFl.S-AUTREY sector. Entire \tCu Company in support 
of IBOth Infantry due to increased enemy tankJctivity 2 km SE of FREMIFOI~'TAINE, 
where 11Ft,! Company 180th Infantry had been box off by enemy tanks. 

50 At 0825A 8th October, 6 guns "'CII Company vicinity of FREfu:fONTAINE, fired 
328 rOUES HE, direct preparation fire in support of l80th Infantry attack, on a 
cross roads in the woods vicinity of 2276:3B. After it was taken 2 TDs moved up to 
support Infantry road block in that vicinity" Under cover of darkness 1st platoon 
llA" Company relieved 2nd platoon "C" Company who then Vlent into mobile ref,erve vic­
init;? of PIER!.iEPONT 0 Indirect fire Battery ~" Company continued to fire at enemy 
infantry, mortars end supply routes in Stlpport of l71st FA Battalion. 

6 0 During the period from the 11th to 12. October the remainder of "A~' Com­
pany relieved IICn Company in the TillMIFONTAlNE sector. On the 12th, October lIel , Com­
pany established a 6-gun Battery 2 km SE of P,ADOUX and on the 13th October estab­
lished a 3-gunbattery vicinity of NONZEVILLE. Both batteries in support of 45th 

\ 
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Division Artillery. 

7. On the 14tl). October, ,iAn Company- support':lng 180th Infantry Regiment, 
lost 1 M-10 of the. 3rd platoon· viCinity of 223684 by enemy shell fire. L le~vy 
enemy raortar shell droppe,d in the open tp.rret, exploding on the roar plate, 
causiogfive casualties. f,l-lO burned irnmediately~ On the lL:.th October 18 En­
listed :.len were sent to Het:1 quartp.y·s 1st ._4.rmored Gr011~!, J:-10 jjri\~(;i'~; &ncl. Gun.i10:Cs 
chool. 

8. Before daylight 15th OctCbAl', tl'8 1st imd 2nd platoons II All COiT'.lan:r \'181'8 

rolie'Jec1 "by "Cll Company. Tiio 'IDs of 3rd~)ldtoon \l ';'11 COFl.'~H1Y nmained i:( SU_)IJort 
of I'C 1 Com:J[lny 'JicinHy- of lR:-;~T~,",r' c~ni5. \':.LI:" rerJ.ai:c.ing 7 ~un8 tl,;~il ';Or1IJi,ny 
took over batter: roaitions 'T[l.cated b~' lien Com[Jany vicin:U"~T of ?~·.DOTJ~: . 11',. ~".;i~~;-:­

\TILl'~. 11U:C~.r.:; ·lohe l-,eric,d ll.econnaissance ('om~Jany rlaintained OPs ,2on(' 3"rellt rc,;!(.s /'01' 

min6s in acl'ance of TDs. . 

'J. ThE; fo11owin;: day 2 COlins .' t ,<,>latoon OlGli t;olll"Emv f:L:c~d. 15 ronne's ;S ~\n,:;,_ CI W... J. '" 

9 rounds APCt-3l.!li' at E::ner-w 1)l3rSOnnel in ,roods cmlsing captu:ce of 35 F;;s oy I~Otj 
Infantry. The inriirect fire batteries continued to harasEl the enemy )3T firing 
at amnnmition dumps J 'l:,a1'L1(s J infantr;f anri ~~lms. 

10. The "pri.od, u)') to thFJ 19th OC 1;o'n8 ~ found nil c.19.nges in d:tsposi tionfJ 1Jut
 
on 19th 0 to' ~r 6 Z\Jll·~ HAil '''o~.lpany 'elie Ted len COi'1pany in 130th Infantry sector
 
",ithoutLnc:i.dent • "-.I" G011)2.n;)'th8 . established. a !;.-cilll1 indirect batt;:,' :f i:L:ird.t:,~r
 

. of ;,jm,z;.:;VI1LS in support of' 160t," ?.l :9attal:LOl and a 5-gu.n b~tte:c.f 2 kr'1 S:S f' 

ll'.DOUX in sU})l:lort c)f l?lst :?ll. atte.lion. ''',11 t·... e 20th Octooer, l:o.ecoi'.n8.L;san~~ 

COr1:Jany OP v:Lcini'~Y of AUTREY ~(tjust"~d ?A OUX battery or' ene:-.y iT, I.L,;J.-6:O 'Hh ~oO'i 

results <melon Lhf; ,'(Lt 8dju~d~'3cl )3 tt(:lry n enemy o"un "Jattery, :3i~encing tl18;tU'l. 
At tlis •. otnt if. II nd lIe H C()m)dn:i.'~t1 "8l'e r1,O"Y1 to ~,total of 16-:,1-108 OL10T23.1:,in,:;;. 
Four I'lere in Crdn;<mce ,..Nl. two ',8>:>8 '11 ·;·\1tt''' ..d.Oil ,,' intena11ce. Th<> lsjOY':\.I-,.r c.£' 
Pl-l()o h2iti. Eicen ~oo f;'rLl~;"':. sc~-r-:Ti_-;(; :~.n(l. \:'-::r:;":1-r:...; t.he;.~ rU11nLn~ ~(e~t +,~0 ~·:aJ.!1.tenan'~e tJJ."0~".rS 
'10r1<i.n:::; a~r all(' [d.~.;~yt • 

.1.1. g l)Pl tb.~J J.icrinrJ, ~Jst ~)(~to~)~'.c tu 2S'r)-,_ C,~tober no (~11cr'l~p ;'0.;3 ~\)1-l11 :i.Jl l!:-,.:.1.'t+, 

1,':i.slJo;:iitlons. 'l.~,r I~OT1.,\Sn~r cont~_nued ~!.' Gu.;port of F'Oth . Y . ntry 1J.dvtl·v,e ill ,,;jOU'iCc1. 

sector .:.... ~ ll.l~ ~;~"t=;~J ...'C?l~_~.IJE~ tC:·'il~,~1dc' l"'llP ::Ol'~?!~.::l'.l.; ~~.T·,T':R e,l1(t 11e l1 Com~art~Tfs ijl ...irnct 
fire :)at,te:,'/ <:ontil11,-e(~ to ~. oun'l -?:,08F;/ t3rZ8ts. 

1.2.. On the 2(t:., Octoi:J0r Hell Cor,1,1e.ny ()!+5th ~D :3: rclj,:ovp l 1 nCIl Cor,l;lan/ SaLt.
 
1'u _;n:L lr;qrJ !1 n£'3ntl'j sector. t~!l Con;)any "Olst TD 3n l'.{-)t"'(~hell Fl' ni~~',:Ls :::<23(1­

'l))~;T ~"~ 's ewl etu. ':'·Ied. -:'0 control of lJs.rent 1.1.l1i.t in 3rc1 Infantry Divis:i on 88'2.'("':":C.
 

CnI' liCit 8U,:1)ClilY r:~()ntlnllecl. i.ll support of l79t;1 Infantryazlvanr::e :1.'1 i,hn ::O:),rl'1~i~T=·r::
 

:'180-[;0'('. ,..t 13'Ji)~~s8.;ne ('late) "I.!! Corl)C'.n~T reJjYV8(1. ()fSU~11_"ort of J.;OJ~h In?;;ll1t.r.'T
 
;:J1;:iment an' r(loved t.o asser"t)ly area vic:i.n:Lty oJ~ EUTREY. 3atta .ion CP c~J_o:'Je\.'. :i.n
 
ST3 E~IEFI~ londt :on and moved to the ::r'08entl~r t,';.:.ken tOV.'D of: I,GU::;,:,)::,·,:c:.3 e.t u;.oexc.
 

1.:;'. On the 27th Octoh8::' 636t.. 'i'I) 8n (- "Bil CO!'lpany) reverteet to controJ. of
 
36th Infantry Division. ITBfI Gornpan:r attached to this headquarters snp)o:['i~ing
 

one Battalion l~Oth· Infantry v:lc:ini ty of HOF Si!~;-? 0 and. 15'7t11 Infantry attack to
 
the ?~:\ of H;JU56EPI."tW. At 0500~J. HAil Compar1/ inoved .2 suns to vicinity OJ. 2.26iSG6
 
"'lith the P1j.ssiono:.. protectine; t11(-; px:)()sed flank of th8 !Sth Infantry Division.
 

) ­
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'Battle Report for Period' 01 October 1944 to 31 Octob~r '1944 (Continued). 
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Reconnaissance CompanY'prcJlT,ided, ;seclxd"ty ~m<i OP for these .g1.~p.s'" T1JIJo, more guns 

were:, moved on th~ Nl:<~ edge of FUU,lB:iRVILIERS snpporting 117th ReSlonnaissance Squadron, 
and;2 guns moved to positions vacated by llAIl, Company 636th 'TD Bn~v:!!cinity of rail ­
road station SE of RA.MImRVILlJ<:RS. Also in suppprt of 117th Req,onnaissance 3(lUadron, 
nO" Company continued in support of 179'th Infantry Regiment.· Under cover of dark­
ness Reconnaissance Company swept and pulled mines' on the HOuSSERAS-1M1ffiERVILLERS 
road and the foUoHing 11fght 2 TDs of nC" Company were moved to posj.tions vicinity 
of 234692 to cover 'J'l:~ANmENIL-BRU area. As the 'two' gtms were located 1000 ~rards 
bey;ond the last' Infantry outpost one squad of Infant17 accompanied the TDs to pro­
vide security. 

14.. The 2:3th October found 6 guns "All COMpany supporting the 117th Recon­
naissance Squadron with 4 guns in the rece~tly liberated BHU a.p.d JEANNIENIL areas 
and 2 guns in reserv.e vicinity of RAMRERVILlERS. At 1300 hours, 4th platoon Recon­
naissance Company reported in from the :NICE aTea where they had been attached to 
?rovisionalAir-Qorne Divlsion. 

15. On 20th October twenty Armored l"orce repibacements were sent to ~kad­


qriarters 1st Armored Group M-IO Drivers and Gunners SchooL
 

16. On 30th October llA"Company's guns in. the 117th Reconnaissance Squadron
 
sector' were relievod by 'the entirellB~l Company "36th· TD Bn and moyed :2 km N of
 
HOUSSf.R:lS to support 180th Infantry. 2 Juns ltC11 Coml)any continued in sup)ort of
 
190th Infantry and remain "er of Company sUI :,)ol~tec1: advance ~f the 179th Infantry
 
in the ad',ranee on LA SALI.E. The country in this secd>or was hea.vily \l'looded and
 
mou~tainoti8 .and roads consisted mostly of nRlddy trails 'ifhich constant rain (Ltd
 
not improve. Even though TDs "ere st"uck, tracks were thrown, and r'lan~r detours
 
had to be made through the woods, TDs managed to stay w:tth forward infantl'Y ele­

ments. During this period Reconnaissance Company swept and cleared roads in ~lH.U
 

area for employment of TDs. '
 

17. October 31st found no change in the units. 

" . " 
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BattlF; [{e~Jort for Per-icxl 01 October °19/;,Ljo to 31 October 19/:4 (Continu.ed). 

PART II 

1~ssau1t ?iring for T.Ionth of October. 

I11.§. CO~T.AIJX T.mG·oWT no. OP ?I.D~ ?r.t;SULTS 
li: :iI:CBDF 

2 Oct TIll. ' :GnaoY R'iK IV tank 18 Des "royed 

.2 oct '''e ll Enemy Personnel &: vehs 118 3 . 1 SF & 2 vehs 

5 Oct ~ cit .Gnemy Infantry 15 
,8stroyed 
Dispe:i.~s d 

8 oct ItC" Enemy Personnel 18 

lIott9 Oct .l!>nemy dug-in ositions 
in wods 328 Assault p:ce­

paration ?:i.re 

15 Oct ItA" Enemy ~ersonne1 15 DisperS8d 

15 Oct lIe ll onemy,Imantry &: rIGs 117 U. .ssault pre­
parat:i.on Fire 

16 Oct Ile ll ~:nemJT Personnel in O.i oods 15 9 35 P: s t!'\kelJo 

17 Oct "An Enemy Person1el in ;, oods 35 Dispe .. sed 

TOTAL 61 44 

:R. Incl.irect /irinE; for :ionth :)f October 

TOTAL L'IBE:R. 02 ROUND.3 TltRGETS 

Hj~ 4,677 ' ;~neI1lY personnel, guns, vehicles, tanb, , enemy­
Sl·10Kl~ hold town, interdictory and harasfiinz fire on 
.ApcrtJF enemy supply routes, 8rrtr.mnition dumps and 

troo~ concontrations. 

P U:-:'T III 

01. "Bit COml)any 645th Tank Destroyer Batt. lion, 'whose attachment t Provisional 
Ai.r- horne Di.vision in southern France dates froD, D-Day plus 5, cont~.nu8d in same 
att,3chment throughout the entire month of October. Dilring this period indirect fire 
batteries 'ifere maintained and a, total of :1722 rOl11118 Iff" ano 651 ro"t:li'r1S 3r.lOke "'PTe 

- 5 ­
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ex 'ended. Ji:cin' consisted 1a1'9.' Iy of t8rgets of oPPol~tnnity thOQ[';h -:;, im.m'-,e.1' 
of- uno:x:e1'ved. rI'.i~:""j:"Lons (intcrd.i~to17 au.d· harassi:1.S f:tr-,) were accompl:i..s:l"'cl.. 

2. --Itt ad~lit-i..(jl1 to T,,'t18 inc.1i1~eGt .E'iri112; t.ile n m:Dal1~T VJ'- s ct.~.lle~l 11~:\Orl. tCi
 

l':'l.1-rn:Lsh Ji:t'8Ct :~:i:C8 in I~, instEl1ces as Sho;it!l L1 the ta~)le belo\/o
 

3. 1:0 tn.lli_' (L troyers ,,:.re:,:>8 lost or d..· rnased anr], no Ga5'l"I.altie.~ a:llone; 1")'31'­

sannel \'8::''03 suffered 9.8 a result o~ ..:::nemy action.
 

/:.. unring 'Ghe entire HlOD'~~:l l!ijll Corn~I[1l1Y maint/:::tneL its CP :Ln L·X'.';.'..3·J:~, 

30 ~kilometerf:l IT Gf ~'TICE. 1st :;lc:: t(;OlJ. l:-:..~ ~·_11taii16d ~.-~·.n :ti"ldi~f'ec \j :fir'e ~)2. l"L~-~T~T 

vidnity li.OqU&oILLr). Z 8.nc1. 3rd ~)11:1toon TJ.::'''.nt,d.nea. '"he 6f\me vieir'S'c3' O.r: aT ;:;',.Ti.TIi'Z 
IF£SUBE. ~Jntil ctobeX' "21st 2nd ~)lo.tocT!. ")2.8 in sr!.)pOl~t of :j50th .~L['-~iO(·nc I:·tf ­
.~.~~.,..\T ." .-:····..,1·1 0n ., 0·'8'·'·"+·J'l"10c,.:) 

' ." 4-~·'1"1·-"
...:) .... :...1.l ~n,l';".~._... e-'" '''·"';l'e. __ ". \i_.~_,\~ 0'::- J_J'- •.. ~:JU. .(lV_.; J..,--v~ __ ;,,~~.Jc;_lllJ.....Lc"(',r -r-ir··j·,,]'tv· ~··\'\·;-·;;·~T·~,:r'"";~:""~ ._•. .,.~~v.I.J~_.L J,. t,.;4 t.\.) .. _~ ...... :". 

~::JUt. v.e:'.'8 :. eJ.h:nr',:'l. on tdc:t cl..:3.t(cJ _nd l'etL.')~n8(1, to l~IC,~ foX' CTd.i1?.ilce 1'8nfJ.iI'S c·n :':-1080. . 
en 24th October 2nd ,Jlatoon "'Cl.S "()lcl'Jed :Ll1 ind.' 1'ec;1; :(,:'1'8 T) sition j.n s't.1-"'·.:o!:,·~, 0;"
 
f~,OJ.st :5'.\ Bc.ttB1ion. _.>. ~.~
 

A9 HBII Cor,lpany Assault nl1'irtc:; for ~.'onth of October 

D.~~TE 

"".""\1 CiJt .L 
, 

lJ.J .31'eJ. rIt :;1"l8rW )ill· ~)OX ::>0 

/~21 Oct 1 '1:D 32:'Q I'U EOlJSPs t.)~ !'i.rec-c hits 

21 Oct 1 TD 3rd Y. Ijj~~~} i.1t:l~:( in 'rea 27 

J..J..,I22 ('c:t 1 ""', },:'d ~',lt .ouS""S 26 ..11./ un d1o';n 
TOTAL -1,5 13 

~~ 
j;::L.· i.D L. AUSTill 
Lt Coli'. 
Cmd.g 

.' 
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BAT"i'LE CASUALXY SYMMAH.Y - ·GCTCBER 1944 

~~ ~ RANK QRg. DATE STATuS 
t 

Thomas McHugh 32261377 sjSgt· 'RQn Co 2 Oct'44 lounded
 
Edward Vaslet 31065135 Sgt 00 2 Oct 44 Killed
 
Robert E. Hayward 35050720 . Pvt 00 4 Oct 44 -ounded 

. Oharlie V.i'atts 38217138 Pvt. Go 0 8 Oct 44 ounded 
Joseph H. Dopstadt33178091 Pvt Co ·c 8 Oct. 44 lounded
 
Stanley L.Sweeney 12079190 .
 Cpl Co A 14 Oct 44' ounded 
Thurstan W.Ayscue 34176691 T/5 Co A 14 Oct 44 ounded 
Peter J.Ascencio !32SS45?5. PV"E 00 A 14 Oct· 44 .~~oVllded 
Julian S.Sampson 31292198 T/4 o A 14 Oct·44 Missing(Later reptd KIA)
Howard B.~ttebury 367~g82 Pvt Co A 14 Oct 44 . IYti ssing( n II II ) 

Joseph S.Alizz.o 32263827 00 Co c ;16 Oct 44 Wounded 
Samuel E Clarkson 38018004 T/4 Hq Co 19 Oct 44 ounded 
Donald L Holl 0182158'7 1st Lt Co. C T ounded2' Oct 44Ralph E.Smith 35292085 ·T/4 .Co G 29 Qct 44 oundedT 

'.. 

\ .. 
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HEkD UART2RS 

645Tll TAl~A D~ST_O~ii BATTALION 
'00 45, U.S. ARk"Y 

30 October 1944 

SUBJECT: Lessons Learned in Operations in Southern France (15 August to 15 Oct oOOr 
1944) L --'l () ~L) 

TO••••• ; Commanding General ~eventh Army (thru Cornmanding Officer 1st .l\.rmored a/oup.) 

1. The follovling report is made more hastily than desired as a result of 
present combat conditions. The undersigned is also faced \lith the handicap of 
having been tmable to make the landing vith the Battalion, joining it at the cowoonce­
ment of more I1 s table l1 warfare.. Thus it is necessary to depend a great deal upon 
the c onnnents of the company c Qrmnanders • 

2. In the r::ompilation of these comments it seems that the primary lesson is 
to1erence for. the supported e.:rm~.• All unit commanders are bitterly vindictive toward 
preemtory orders on the part of infantry officers. Many investigations on the part 
of the "Qlldersigned have revealed that infantry requests have been reasonable, but 
given to the wrong authority and With hazy, hasty explanations. Greater coordina.Lion 
has been e'ffecMdctrecently by using the two staff majors (5..3, Bn Executive) as 
infantry, tank., T.D. coordin"Ltors vJith responsibilities in definite regimental areas. 
This leaves the company commander free to handle his platoons with m'ore clarification 
as to the mis;;Jions. 

3. Operatin~ 'lith only two compani@s has been a tremendous problem' in hand1ing 
relief and 1l1aintene.nce. As a result this Battalion is at its lovJes-c point. 

4. For a per-iod, the 'llJ1dersigned commanded a greup of T.D. units, (comprising 
two T.D. Battalions each less one com any)anc1a company of another T.D. Battalion. 
This combination ~roved surprisingly facile' in control, shOWing the' feasibility of 
reinforcing T.D. Battalions in critical areas. 

5. More and more it is becoming apparent the.t the assi8nment of companies 
to regiments is :6.6-6 the best disposition•. Terrain is the governing factor. ..il.t one 
point the regiment has had a company and a half in its area while another regiment 
had one platoon o 

60 \:ooos assault is very difficu.lt for the followin,; ree.son: 
(a) ~oP. amnnmition mu.st be fired as H.E o is a hazard to our own troops. 
(b) The enemy can hear ToD.s a~proach and can quickly bring mortar, 
artillery, bazooka fire - ~ of which are ef"ective.'B.28.inst our personnel 
with open turrets. 
(c) Enemy tanks operatinc; in the woods are usua.lly their light !i'LK Dr, 
more easily- knocked aut by 57mm AT guns, bazooks, and rifle grenades. 
As a matter of fa.et, T.D.s seldom are able to shoot at ranges greater 
than the effective· l'anges of the above ·weapons. 
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Lessons I.eanned in Operations in Southern France (Cont1d)
) 

7. The T.D. Battalion in offensive warfare should operate under the G-3 
of Division and ll.2.1 under the artillery cor!lJ.1lander. The tank Battalion operates 
in this manner. It is fe;Lt that an armored representative and small staff be 
created in the G-3 section for both units. 

8. Personnel from Headquarters and Reconnaissance Companies should be 
trained as T.D. drivers and gunners, thus supplying emergency ,replacements. 
This Battalion is now benefitting from the 1st ..Armored Group School. 

9. An epidemic of missions for one gun has been cured after the loss of 
a T.D. through lack of support. 

10. The under::;igned has written reports similar to the above after the 
TUNISI ~N and ITAJ..IAN campaigns. Aside from certain fundamentals, each campaign 
has produced new solutions. It is not intended that fIJ.ture operations should 
proceed as if the answers are predetermined by experience.- .It will always e::d.st 
that variances and exceptions to "rul es ll nn.lSt be made. on the spot. 

11. Administratively this Battalion is now recelvlng orders from Army, 
Corps, and Division, sometimes creating misunderstandings; and in one case 
creating great injustice concerning rotation to members of this c omrnand.. 

/s/ EDViARD L. AUSTIN 
/t/ EDW.Jl.HD L. AUSTIN 

Lt Col FA 
Cmdg' 

-2­
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HEAJ;lQliAI{TERS 
645TH TAnK DESTROYE?. BATTi'l.LION 

APo 45, U.S. ARJAY 

30 October 1944 

Statement of Executive Officer, 645th TD Battalion,. on Lessons Learned in the 
Operation of TD Battalion in the Pursuit during Period 15 August to 15 October 1944. 

1. During a rapid and prolonged ~lrsuit of th~ enemy, close control of the 
units is impossible and the attachments of companies ;to combat teams in this type of 
operation is desirable. The' Ba.ttalion Commander, or a representative from his staff, 
should constantly be at the C~ of each of the leading infantry battalions to advise 
and direct the operation of the attached platoon or company. A. platoon leader or 
even Company COMnander does not have sufficient rank to in~ress upon an Infantry 
Commander the unsoundness of his plan for armor. 

2. As Con~anies and Battalions of infantry, ~ith attached armor, were dis­
patched to mop up resistance in towns along the maitt axis of advance, our lines of 
command and supply- 'were heavily extended. Over these distances ninety percent of our 
communication was by personal contact. Fuel and ammunition dumps were established 
well forward, then all trucks of the transportation platoon were pooled to transport 
diesel oil and fuel, ~nhich was our largest bulk of expenditure 9 An average of 12,000 
gallons of fuel was shuttled forward at each move, Unit supply vehicles serviced the 
platoons from the forward dump,s very satisfactorily and only one instance '1'.'as ­
recorde.d of a platoon running out of fuel. 

3. During this peI'iod sU.pply of Class II property was non-existent Vehiclesq 

which	 were sorely needed in th(~ forward rtl'AG,S were dispatched on a 200 or 300 mile 
trip to the beach for cloth:Lng and eqllipment, end ;;lOre often them not, ret!JTl1ed 
empty	 handed ai3 the dumlJ had not yet been e,stablished or V'1as moving. 

I.re Replacement of combat vehicles has not been satisfactory. Shortages ot'.
 
],1-8 Scout Ca:;.~s, nh ~ch 8xisted,'rior to D-Day, have not been filled to date. rr.-lO
 
rep18.cements have b~en slo\': and uncertain.
 

150 'roo much praise cannot be given to the diesel motors for the1l rug,sedness
 
and dependability under constant use Gnd a minimum of maintenRlJ.ce. Their lov.'
 
consumption of fuel, in comparison Y1ith gas engines, was the l:le.in factor iD keep1ng
 
us up 1::ith the Infantry.
 

/s/ JOI-IN G. Nr~F >1.US 
/t/	 JOHN C. NIJ':HAUS 

Nlajor, .J!. A., 
Bn bxecutive Of:"icero 




