
HEAD'-PART EItS 
643D TANK JESTROY.>;;d BATT.tJ:,IliN 

APO 339 clo POSTLA.:3TZR 
In~W" YORK, N. Y. 

"I karch 1945 

314.7 

SUBJEC'l': Action Against Enemy Reports, After,/.After Action Reports. 

TO The Adjutant General, Washington 25, D. C. (Thru channels). 

1. In compliance with the provisions of Ail 31.~5-105, the follow­
ing information on activities of this unit for the days in action against 
the enenu during February 1945, is submitted. 

a. Original Unit: 643d Tank Destroyer Battclion. No chan~e. 
b. Uni t reorganized from a Towed Battalion to a Self-l'ropelled 

Battalion on ~2 February 1945 per General" Order Number 2, this headquarters. 
Actual conve:rsion to be made piecemeal as equipment was made available by 
Ninth U. S. Arnu. 

Assigned to European Theater of (::nerations, United states 
.Arnr:r, attached to XVIII Corps, Airborne, part of First United states iIrrrrY at 
start of the period. Attached to Ninth United states Army, XIX Corps and 83d 
Infantry Division 3 February 1945 per VOCG 21st Army Group. Relieved from 
assigned to European Theater of Operations~ UrLi.ted states Army, attached Ninth 
Army and assigned Ninth Krrrry 9 February 1945 per Troop Assigrunent Nwnber 34, 
Headquarters 12th Army Group. Attachments to XIX Corps and 83d Infantry 
Division remained unchanged. 

c. strength 31 Jarmary 1945: 32 Officers, 2 Warrant Officers, 
636 Enlisted 1~en. Strength 28 February 1945: 34 Officers, 2 Wacrant Officers, 
702 Enlisted lri~en. Net increase, 2 Officers and 66 Enlisted ken. 

d. No permanent station Jesignated. See .Appendix I for bivouacs 
and billets. 

e. lAarches: See Appendix I. 
f. Campaigns: (1) Battle of Germany #2 

(2) 	 Duration not an.11ounced by :'rar Department. 
(3) Destroy German Army west of Rhine. 
(4) 	 Orders, COIDr::anding GeneraJ., ?olinth United 

states A:rnr.f. 
g. Battles: First part of period final: action to clear Gern:an 

forces from Ardennes. Last of month engaged in assault of Germany. 
h. Commanding Officer: Lt. Colonel Burlle ~. Farr. 
i. Losses: See Appendix II. 
j. No citations receivea.. 
k. None 
1. Copies of Unit Journals for days in action att.::,ched as 

.Appendix" III. 
A' /'/~b· " 
1'/k2~</~-1\ .. ~....-
'wH.1LE fl.. lA.;..c1. 
Lt. Colonel, CavalryIncls: 


Incl # I-Appendix I. Command"Lne. 

Inc1 # 2-Appendix II. 

Incl # 3-Appendix III. 
 II 
Incl if 4-00#2, 643d '1'j) Bn. 

http:lA.;..c1


~ ..-, 

3l9.l/40l . . . 1st IDd. 

HBAJ)QUARrDlS. 83D IRPAlflRY DIVISION. ~O 83. u.S. Al"tq . 9 JIarch 1916. .. 


TOs 	 C~am1ng GeDeral, XII Corps, APO 210, U. s. AJ.'IIl3' 
( .lttm ~utmt General) 

Fonarded. 

~'. ~ ... 	 N~ P. COWDEN, 
)(ajar .lQD 

4 1lIclss rJ/c jsat .A.dj Oeneral 
i • 

/;1..... 




H.b~UAltTERS 
6!f3D j:;J'll~ D~S'l'].LYER BA'I'1'l.LluH 

,APO 339, c/o PUJTl...ASTER 
1\;':;':: li...' iii" 1~. Y. 

Narrat,ive 1 - 28 February 1945 

The period opened 'with the nattalion supporting the adv~ce of the 
82nd Division, Airborne. Firing compunies were in pos:ltion to support the 
advance, Company A in Wereth Beleium, Co~aI1iY B and C in l~edell, BelGium, 
J~dvance CP in 11eo.eil, Belgiwa c:nd rear C1' in l'oll;;edy, Belc;i.um. 

On 2 February 194) the unit ViaS relieved from its mission. Forward CP 
moved to Ligneauxville, Belgium in the morning emd the entire unit moved 
froB their loc2.:l.ions to Deux.-R¥s, Belgium and was attached to Ninth u. s. Army, 
XIX Corps and 83rd Infantry Division. Instructions for maintaining secrecy 
were issued and the unit was placed on an alert for movement to a secret 
destination. 

On the night of 6 - 7 February 1945 the unit moved from Deux-qs, Bel­
gium to Neufchateau, Belgium in a concentration area. Here they cleaned up 
equipment and trained. On 22 February 1945 they were converted to a self­
propelled battalion from a towed, but only one platoon each of A, B and C 
companies were actually equipped. Reconnaissance Company was organized and 
started to receive their equipment. 

On 22 Febru.ary 1945 alert- instructions and the order to move forw-ard 
was received. Company A was attached to 329th Infantry, COmpany B attached 
to 330th Infantr:r and CompaI\Y C attached to 33lst Infantry. 

Company B ( - one platoon) rrlOved out 23 February 194, 1'.1.th 330th Infantry 
l'~L'T, the 3rd platoo'n that was converted to self-propelled joined them 24 feb­
ruary 1945 at Schleiden, Germany. 

Lt. Colonel FaIT with advMce CF established head4.u,arters in Alsdorf, 
GermaIllf 2h Febru.ary 1945. 

Company C ( - one platoon) moved to Hongen, Germany 24 February 1945 
where the Jrd platoon joined them the ~eA-t day after co~leting their con­
version to self-propelled. 

i(ear Ci,Headquarters company, Company A and Reconnaissance COJrq)any moved 
t.o iJ..sdorf, Germany 26 February 1945. 

Company B made contact viith the en6IIW at Hasselsweiler, GennaI\V and knocked 
out two llark IV tanks on 26 .!:'---ebruary 1945 with no casualties to themselves. In 
rest are&. at Luntz, Gcnnany 27 - 28 February 1945. 

Company A moved to vicinity Gustin, GermaDiY 28 February in assembly area. 
Company C to Garzl'rei12r and the Hq, Hq Co, and Rcn Company moved to Hassels­
weiler, Germany to support the action of the 83d Infantry Division. 

PC'dod closed with all units either engaged with enemy or ready to mOve 

/ 

forward to meet the enewy. 
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Appendix I, (Nar':::ativc 1 Feb - 28 It'eb 45) to Ltr, Hq tJJ3d Til En, sub: ",Action 
agaiust i!.nemy, Re}.:orts .tJ.'ter/.hfter Aet:~on Iteports d"'vd,.l Car 45 (Conti d) 

ElVuU.tI.C;.i (;F Bil.'l.'TiiLIOll tl~U.rl.dr~i{S PLUS UlllTS EC;T ENGAGED IN 1.ISSIONS 

1 Feb Hq and Hq Co in Lalmedy, Belgiwn, other units in action. 
2- 6 Feb Eilletted in Deux-~s, Belgium. 
1-25 Feb Eilletted in :-ieufchateau, Belgium. 

26-27 Feb Hq and Hq Co, Co A, Hen Co billetted in Alsdorf, Germany, 
Companies A, B <'.nd C in action 

28 Feb Hq and Hq Co, Ren Co billetted in Ha~elsl'ieiler, Germazv, 
COr.Jpanies A, B, E.l1d C in action. 

LOsses inflicted on the enemy durin;:; period 1 - 28 It'ebruary 1945 were: 

2 Ihark IV Tanks 
8 Enemy Killed (Estimated). 

APPENDIX I I~ 
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H"G.-uJ..,;U.AlITER.S 
643D 1'1lNK DESTi~Yl!:H BATTALION 

.APO 339, c/o PO.::lTlr.:a'::/l'Er1. 
h:::i.TI YORK, N. Y. 

BA'l'TLE CASUil1TIES .Jurl. l-Eili()D 1 F:E;~-,MJAl-';Y 19h5 to 28 FEB1LU..:JtY 1945, lUCL 

KILLED Id ACTION 

DeFoster, Anthoqy J. Tee 5 32 038 173 ~h Dee h4 
(Previously reported as hissing in Action on 24 December 1944) 

MI;jSIt~G IN AC'i'ION 

None 

WOUlilJED IN AC'l'lON (HOSPITALIZ.E:;D) 

1st Lt Watkins, Edwin 01 168 970 1 Feb 45 
Calderone, John L. Pvt 32 613 720 lh Jan 45 

(Previously reported not hospitalized) . 

REfillR.J.~ED '1.\.1 WTY 

F!l>M HOSPITAI. 

1st Lt Watkins, Edwin 
Kowalski, Joseph S. 
Vandal, Robert J. 
Tierney, 1iichael V. 

01 168 970 
sgt 31 042 716 
Sgt 20 132 193 
Pfc 35 537 343 

16 Feb 45 
24 Feb 45 
24 li'eb 45 
24 Feb 45 
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