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AtO 654, c. S. \JIY 

0r3..T:~C'l': Action Ar::_~_!:::;t ~n8<ny :leporta, After. 
25' 


TO Tr.e Adjut?.r,t GCT,on.J, ,dsbine:ton, 17~, I;. C. (T'hru cbanr.ols). 


1. Co'npl;-inr :illl ':ar 10, AR 3L5-105, ll:r"):'ollcvrhiC jnror:;ntion 

is subnitted for tLe period ?0-31 Lec'3"1bcr l('/~j.. ; 


;~. Unit: 643d T3.ru{ Destroyer 13a.ttalion. 
b. :;:c cl'~nc'; in org:lnization. 5ec .bpenrUx I :cr ltt3.ch'1ents. vJJ / 
c. BattJ.lion less COllpany A (t-::o rhtoons).'_»(: 1::;;3;, r.NO 


recorcIlaiss9.nce pIa toor:s of !' e3.c::-:u3.rters Company., ' oft pcr,anent st:l tion 3. t 

Fontainebleau, :'r'J.~lc~ ,'i~t}l a strengtil of t'.·,:;;nty 8~ [fit officcr's :.:J.nd five 

hundred ei[ftty ei;1't enlisted.zr.. 0:' i: JSB, orce officer :1!ld t1:.irt3en 

enlistee '.-:l'~r ".:::2 J ,.;'1;. beLind to puard the qU1.rters. Totril of twenty seven 


officers 	9.nd five hur:c:rcd SGv'3n Jvj' five 'lCtUCl..J.j J lui't for cO'1ba t. Cf these 
there i';ere t'wenty :...)'l'3D officers ar'd five hunch-ed S9v'~nt~; t.l.l';;3 ,3nJistcd -1en 
3.ssi2:ned cf d-.icl~ t-.!onty ono 'len a:::-e :nissing in acticn and six '.'!ot:.nded and " t­
hospitaJized. Twelve :len Viere I1os[Jit9.1ized for C:H1S:lS oth3r tl'nn wounds. CI 

d. 1:0 perl1dller,t st'::!tion. See A}J})endix I for iJivol,;:iCS and ~ 

camps. 
e. Sea Ap1~endix I. 	 (j' 

f. 1.0 offich1 n'll1J.e received by this Loac.'c:uarter;:, • 	 -t 
g. Battle to repel Genan :1tt3.c}:. l'orlctio11S see Anncndix 1. \." 

h. Co'nm,andinr, Officer: Lt Colonel BurI1e It. Farr, 0"291786. 
~i. Losses--See Appendix II. 

j • :':on~ 	 ~I 
k. rone 
1. Copies of Unit Jourm1 for perioci attacLed as Appendix III. " 
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Lt. Cclc!1,1l, Cavalry 
Commanding 

3 Incls: 
Incl # l-Appondix I 
Incl /1 2-Appendix II . 

Inc1 # J-Appendix III i, 
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APO M4, t;. .'j. lR.~,rr 

La.rrqtiva 20-31 Decomber 1944 

'i'lie unit \';:,s ,uartcrej ill :J. ,C1l1lteaux at l"luery in !3iare, naa! Fontaine­
'-1' 'Jo1.', : ::'l~C(). Unit VI'lS assirned to Ground Forco aepb,coment System and 

onpged in trainin:; roinforc'Jl;)nts. The Co:a.rnanding Officer, Lt. Colonel 

JJu'l:o ~ •• l',J,l'J." ,,',as caEad by 9th Rep}ace:aent Depot shortly bcfor0 200400 and 

or(cre{ to 3.1ert t};c unit for :novement by motor to Belgium. A.pproxima te time 

0.' l:.) l).l.rtura, 11.30 hours. 


'Unit "lOV0l. 01:: or. vUl.'lxtl '-::"~(H'S of Colonel Chase, Ground ?orce Replace­
13r.-:' -.):istem. ~ttalion, praceced by the Battalion Executive, :.lajor Ira ~f.F. 


Gaulke as advance of:'ic:)r :J.r.d 0attllion 5-1, 1st Lt Randall A. ~a11er, \7ith 

a q:'.:1rt":'5,nC party, 'nowd out 'lbot:t 201100. Destination was lil,rnur, Belgium 

and orc13rs would be rec8iv8G ~'I'O!.l Colonel 1'Ch1te, G-3 of A.dvance Section, 

Co"uv.nk·, '~:_(ln3 lone. fu t ta1ion "lain body closed in N~!I1ur at 2400 and stragg­

ler ve;:icles closed 3.bout 210630. 


~nit Vr3.S ordered tc proceed to Filot, ~lf!1um anC: rsccive orders from 

XVIII Corps. "Sm'ol,tc to :"ilot J:::" l.lP:;:' 7l'l.S intercept3d by a 'H1itary Police 

unit at Buy, Beleium and a:i:rected to Rhei,s, Franco by order 0: Ccxn:nanding 

uen3I'al, Ohe 3a.se Section. CrC:or ':;as '.rc:--~:--!'3d by te1erbone by Lt Gaylord of 

Can.psny::;. C<'J,l'.:1n cr.~nr:ed cirection :11,0 J,::roceeded south towards !U'lei1ls. . 

.3a.ttalion $-3, :,~jor Ralph ·,'i. Lane, preCOc.el. colu,"m to Rhei:1s where he 168 


infCl'''1.00 tL:t t tLc orL.er ':as ::'n error. He intercepted the column south of 

3.ocroi, I'ranco 3.nc the unit ~Jroceedad rock, escorted by an :JP officer from 

l<':i:rst r. s . Army. 


About 220/...CC ') 1/4 Ton 4-""4 crivan by ::aj or L'lng vii tr. Lt Colorel 1'&rr 
as an 0CCUp:lnt, ..i-ent off the road into the .leuse IUver r.orth of Givet, Belg1u.n. 
The vehiclo :J.nd cont.:!'t.:; -::ere lost but oou. occup~rts VTore rescued. 

':;:c19pLo~e cor.wct •."3.S ::n(e ':Jitil First U. S. A.r:ny fr01l th-3 ';r station at 

Dif'.ant, Belcili:l, and the unit Y'l'oceeded to 30:ul ,,·.hore U.e dispositions mre 

~'ll'S :::,.:-,.... /!1 in Anpcr.c:ix III. Tl1.0 Ee3.c>n:).::'Wrs :.w'- :-::::.:..:..' '.(':'-.:0:, billeted in 

:'1nha:;, ':;'31.::;i1.1' and ',,:;re attacLcCi to Jre ..\r:lorec :Jivision. 

Cn tl:e -lol'nin;:.: :): +~'J :-:::"t..c:, t-;IO i""Uns c: th3 Jrc Platoon of Co,~an~r "A" 
::':; t,,:,;-,.:;c: to . :J.nl.a;r anc tie cur. seree:tnts reportee J.r. 3. t t::'.cl- by ene:ty para­

troopers :inc infantry r..lC overrun t'~eir -positions, SO'!le len !c~c~ been l:illed or 
CJ.ptl:.r?(~ arid :':':3Y thoudlt tJ.c 1'1:3, toon leader 'lnd pIa toan ser:=:c .... :It ',nrc ar:J.ong 
tl'.e~. The t·:;o ;;uns Viere sent rod: uneer Lt 'cC:1rty to ['0 i!:tc, :-'o::;E::'on 'lnc1 t1'7O 
pIa toons of !Ylra troc)ers ,'.'ere sent CC-:,T ::': :'-1'3 3rd lr.norec Division to driva 
O'.lt t!~8 ena;'!:.'.· 

1'1:e l:e2.c, U3.rto;:'s :1nc re3.r echelon ::lOved to !ioiseaux, Bele;iun and spent 

the nirht of 23 Lec::;~ber. 
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ArPlNPI; I (Cont'd) 

The morning of the 24th t..r.l.e unit prepared to move, ~t Cid not leave 
until around ] 400 and spent the night in Viller Ste l~]rtn,c:.8, :ElI l ),u1. 1:0 
accura. to news was heard of any of the gun COmiJ8.nies excert tld t Conpany "C" 
was arouoo·.!arc11e, Bolgium, Company "B" around Soy, Belgium and Lac one t.:J.nY: 
to its credit, and the two pbtoons of Company '''A'' were south of!anhay, Bel­
gium. 

About 250700 December, Pvt Carnpagna, radio operator for Lt ..icCa:cty, came 
in and told a story of a terrific fight iJl :J~:J.nl:l3.Y '.lnd hO\7 he llamged to escape. 
on foot :lnd :nake his way to headquarters. The story was not verified. 

The headquarters and rear echelon moved tv TOl1.r~, Je1gium v.here Lt 

tl1cCarty and 28 men reported:ln. They had lost all but OM gun :lnu half track 

but no more ~en, and had been relieved from their at~~chment. 


On 26 December the I~ead!J.uarters and roc1X' echel011 proceeded to vicinity 
of Barveaux, De1gium, vbere Conpany "B" joined, and this part of tb.'J batta1ipn 
1l0ved to Les Avins, Belgium and occupied bilJ ets. Tv.'O guns of Caapany "B" 
were still out on a tfli;:.;::;ion. Unit was relieved fran attach'ncnt XVIII Corps 
!l.nd attached to VII Corps. One platoon of company "A" and the tv;o remaininc 
guns 6f COO1~ny liD", '.'lore '.rithc1rawn at night and returned to Les Avins about 
270.300. 

Reports from platoons involved showed casualties of2 E-r killed, 21 K.1 

missing, 6 ~.I v:ounded 3.S a result of the operations around :.'!anhay .'l.nc Soy. 

Of ~lese figures 4 of the missing were subsequently located and returned to 

duty. 


The period 27- 31 December, Company "A." Guarded a bridge over the ~.;eu;;c 

River at Andennes, Belgium with one platoon, and the other guarded VII Corps. 

Conpany "B" IDanned guns at critical cross roads. Canpany ftC" remainec in the 

v::'c:inity of jAarche, Belgium protecting rear ir.staJ.lations. The period closed 

without further incident of note. CP remained at Les Avins •. 


BIVOUACS rCft .P.11.IOD 20- 31 December 1944 

20 - 21 December lam'IJr, Belgium 
21 - 22 December Enroute to combat 
22 - 23 December :.Ianhay, Belgium 
23 - 24 LeC9!'!lber l:oiseaux, Beleium 
24 - 25 Dece'!l ber Ville Ste Gert.-uue, Belgium 
25 - 26 Deccmbar Tours, Belgium 
26 - 31 December Les Avins, Belgium 
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JPPJi1im:X II 

1Jat,t1e Cuualties tor period a> Dee8Jllbar 19~ 1;0 2hOO~ 31 December 1944, incl. 

KILLID III .ACTION 

OeDdron, HeDl"Y L. ht 31 073 569 23 Dec 44 

Lorenti, Joseph F. Pvt 20 132 4lJ 2S Dec 44 


MIBSIIO IN ACTION 

PeiTealt, adJ.e J. Pvt 32661741 24 Dec .. 
Kreft, Ida.. L Pvt; 3~6 2ia Dee .. 
8Id.th, Jcim J. PY1; al1332$ _Dec .. 
So_Ideo, .Alex II Pvt 3554«>226 2Ia Dec ilia 
stitt, Joaeph C. . Pvt 31373&142 24DBcl&4 
Teetar, Dao.... I'vt; 3686Q&.Q 2aaDBcIl4 
O10rdaD0 Jo~ S Sgt 20133245 2Ia Dec .. ­Mart,.,!" JraDk • Sgt 20133221 24 Dec. 
DoDahu8, O8ol'p Y Sgt 11065581 24 Dec ... 
.lck~<Jr". teeS 2QDee'*
DIlostm' ADtboIll' J Tec S ~mmJ 24 Dec 44 

Pte 35531SlJ 24 Dec ,.Iowa' 1 nektJ.nJraDk J 
Bertch J P ITt J52JJlOl 24 DIe .. 
~'1II11ard 0 I'Yt 3297U6l _Dee. 
Caro ..a, Cbarlea J pyt 33163160 2k Dec aa4 
Carpeat,.., Wllaon • ht 31073465 24 Dec 44 
OJ auton, Jtba A ht 3107~ 2IlDec" eo., 1Ilcbae1 J ITt 32(,ql'lil' 24 DIe ... 
IIIm1.ck, Y1raU V nt 3576&J2)~ ~ Dec "*'_UN_ 

PYt al132GOS=}i,!athOD¥ J,Al"tImrA f'Yt J2688S6J ~ wc.­

IIJOIMO D MmOI .~II»a'l'!~ 

Caldnll.i Qllentin A S/Sgt 20132375 23 Dec 44 
Hott.an, Robert H Pvt 32640912 2J Dec 44 
»cclurl, Victor )I ht. 3555792S 2J Dec ~ 
lUIpak, rr __ J. ftc 331632S8 2J Dec 44 _, JU18S J Cp1 32622095 23 Dec 44 
Caldwell, George H S/Sgt 20132369 24 Dec 44 
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