E2a 3 LARTERS
643D TAN LEOTT L ATTLLICKE
A¥O 65/, U, S. ARTY

10 danunry 1945

314.7
SUBIGCTs  Action Arpiinst dneay Revorts, After.,
5
TO ¢ The Adjutart Gerersl, .ashington, 17, L. C. (Thru chanrels).

1. Conplring cith -ar 10, AR 345-105, the following irformation
is submitted for tle period 20-31 Lecsnber 1C/.:

2. Units 643d Tank Destroyer Battalion,
b, I ¢lang in organization., See iwpendix I Teor attachnents., T/
c. Battalion less €ompany A (tro platoons) =1¢ 125, Lwo
recornaissance platoors of Feacruarters Company, ?3:ft perianent station at
I'ontainebleau, “ranc: with a strength of tuenty eicght officers and five
hundred eighty eirht erlisted uen, O 1! 3se, one officer and thirtszen
enlisted ner ..rs 10t behind to puard the quarters. Total of twenty seven
officers and five huncred sevaniy five actually left for combat. Cf these
there were tweniy -o2vsn officers ard five hundred seventy tiree anlisted en

assirned cof vhich tucnty one aen are missing in acticn and six wounded and ;
hospitalized., Twelve n1en were hospitalized for causss other than wounds. o
d, Lo pernanent staution, OSee Apvendix I for bivowics and S
camps. '
e, 53 Appendix I. G
f. Lo official name received by this Lealcuarters . T
v battle to repel German attack., 1'or uctions see Appendix I. b
h., Comnarding Officers Lt Colonel Burlle R. Farr, 0 201 786. '
i. Losses--Sze Appendix II, >
J. llons !
ko licne
1, Copies of Unit Jourmal for period attacled as Appendix III, ~
45%5 4512977 EEZ;L/1~'
JRLLa Re FARR
Lt. Cclcnel, Cavalry
Commanding
3 Inclss ’
Incl # l-Appendix I
Ircl # 2-Appendix II |
Incl # 3-Appendix III .
S
/5745
b JVIPR I
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L.ZADLUARTIRS
043D TAMK DRSTROYIR BATTALION
APO 654, U, 5. ARMY

AddwrwlX I

. Larrative 20-3] December J944
ilie urit was cuarterc in a Chateaux at Fluery in Biere, near TFontaine-
olhav, Lranca, Unit was assigned to Ground Yorco Replacement System and

engiged in training reinforczaicnts. The Coamanding Officer, Lt. Colonel
Jwrilie . Jurr, vas called by 9th Renlacenent Devot shortly before 200400 and
orcered to alert the unit for movement by motor to Belgium, Approximate time
0. «2parture, 1130 hours,

Unit moved ottt on verbul oraers of Celonel Chase, Cround Torce Replace-
1ant System. Zattalion, prececed by the Battalion Executive, llajor Ira M,F,
Gaulke as advance of ‘ic:r and Sattilion S-1, 1lst Lt Randall A, Miller, with
a quartsring party, moved out about 201100, Destination was lamur, Belgium
and ordars would be Teczlivec Iron Colonel White, G-3 of Advance Section,
Conunics“lons Zone, DBattalion main body closed in lgmur at 2400 and stragg-
ler veiicles closed about 210630,

Urit was ordered te prOCLed to Filot, Belyium anc raccive orders from
XVIII Corps. IEnroute to ¥ilet “iie ur®i ms interceptzd by a 'lilitary Police
unit at fuy, Belgium and olrected to Rheins, France by order oi Commanding
Genaral, Oise Base Section. Order wms verifisd by telerhone by Lt Gaylord of
Cornany 5. Celunn changed direction and rroceeded south towards Rheinms.
3attalion S-3, ajor Ralph W, Lang, prececed colunn to Rheins where Le was
infermed trat the order was in error. He intercepted the column south of
Rocroi, Irance ancé the unit vroceeded back, escorted by an P officer from
First U, S, Aray,

About 22C4CC 1 1/4 Ton 4x/, driven by Major Lang with Lt Colorel Farr
as an cccupant, went off the road intec the leuse River ncrth of Givet, Belgium,.
The vehicle und conhieris vere lost but both occupxrts were rescued,

Zelavlore contact ‘as mace with First U. S, Aray fron ths 'F station at
Dinant, ciwl, and the unit rroceeded to 3oaal viiere o dispositions were
21Cs 12 U om o in Avverdix III, The Feaccuwarters an® rzur -cl~lon billeted in
‘anhay, 521ziun and ware attached to 3ré Armaored Division.

an
¢
.
ne

Cn the aornins of *2 2»d, two suns cf the 3ré Platoon of Concany A"
rotrrncd te Jlankay and the cun serpgeants reported ar attacle by eneay para-
troopers ané infantry hid overrun t-eir nositions, some 1en hac¢ been killed or
captursc and iy thourht the platoon leacder and platoon serzzint ware among
tLem. The two muns were sent back under Lt ‘eCarty to ro inte mositlon and two
platoons of varatrocpers were sent ¢cur % e 3rd Aranorad Division to drive
out tle =znany. '

The ileacd-uarters anc rear echelon noved to loiseaux, Belgiun and srent
the nicht of 23 Leconmbar,
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ARFRIDIX I (Cont'd)

The morning of the 24th the unit prepared to move, but ¢id not leave
until arcund 1400 and spent the night in Viller Ste Gortrucc, Selgiua. Lo
accurate news was heard of any of the gun companies except tliat Coapany "C®
was around .arche, Belgium, Company "B" around Soy, Belgium and Lac¢ one tunk
to its credit, and the two platoons of Company -"A® were south of I!anhay, Bel-
gium,

About 250700 December, Pvt Campagna, radio operator for Lt .icCarty, came
in and told a story of a terrific fight in lianhay and how he managed to escape.
on foot and make his way to headquarters. The story was not verifilsed.

The headquarters and rear echelon moved to Tour:, 3elgium vhere Lt
WMeCarty and 28 men reported in., They had lost all but one gun and half track
but no more men, and had besn relieved from their attachment,

On 26 December the Iieadquarters and rear echelon proceeded to vicinity
of Barveaux, Delgium, where Company "B" joined, and this part of th> battalion
noved to Les Avins, Belgium and occupied billcts. Two guns of Coupany “B"
wore still out on a mission. Unit was relieved from attachnent XVIII Corps
and attached to VII Corps. One platoon of company “a®™ and the tvo remaining
guns of Company "BR, were i/ithdrawn at night and returned to Les Avins about

270300,

Reports from platoons involved showed casualties of 2 E'l killed, 21 El
missing, 6 El vounced as a result of the operations around ‘anhay an Soy.
Of these figures 4 of the missing were subsequently located and returned to
dut}’-

The periocd 27-31 December, Company "A" Guarded a bridge over the lleuse
River at Andennes, Belgium with one platcon, arnd the other guarded VII Corps.
Coupany "B® manned guns at critical cross roads. Company "C" remained in the
vicinity of Marche, Belgium protecting rear installations. The period closed
without further incident of note. CP remained at Les Avins.

BIVOUACS J'CR PIRIOD 20-31 December 194L

20 = 21 December Yamvr, Belgium

21 = 22 December EZnroute to combat

22 = 23 December ‘lanhay, Belgium

23 - 24 Lecember ~ loiseaux, Belgium

24 = 25 December Ville 8te Gertrude, Belgium

25 = 26 Decenber Tours, Belgium '

26 - 31 December Les Avins, Belgium
S
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APPENDIX IT HEADQUARTERS

643D TANK DESTROYER BATTALION
APO 5L, U. S. ARMY

Battle Casualties for period 20 December 194l to 2400, 31 December 194L, incl.
KILLED IN ACTION

Gendron, Henry L. : Pvt 31 073 569 23 Dec Lh
Lorenti, Joseph F. o Pvt 20 132 113 25 Dec hly
MISSING IN ACTION

Perreanlt, Bmile J. Pvt 326617141 21 Dec on
Kreft, Edger R. Pvt 36865406 2y Dec uy
Swith, John J. Pvt 20133269 2 Dec un
Sosenko, Alex M Pvt 35520226 2y Dsc by
Stitt, Joseph C. Pt 31373yn2 2, Dec uh
Teetor, Thomas W Pvt 368613640 2yq Dec un
Qiordano, Joseph S Sgt 20133245 2y Dec an
Mart , Frank W Sgt 20133221 24 Dac aoiy
Donshue, George V Sgt 11065587 24 Dec ui
Ackerman,. Frank W Tec 5 3227623 23 Dec un
DePoster, Anthony J Tec 5 32038173 24 Dec 4l
Kowalinaki, Frank J Pfc 35537513 2iy Dec iy
Bertch, John ¥ Pvt 35233303 21, Dec mi
Brill, willard @ Pvt 29711 24 Dec
Carothers, Charles J Pvt 33163160 21 Dec ul;
Carpenter, Wilson W Pvt 37073u65 24 Dec Lg

Jehn A vt 37073820 2g Dec ul
Como, Michael J Pvt 326424013 2y Dec un
Bmerick, Virgil V pvt 3576u232 24 Dec un
Perri, Anthony J Pvt 20132105 2n Uso o
Porille, arthur 2 rvt 32688563 2y vec g

WOUNDED IN ACTION (HOSPITALIZED)

Caldwell, Quentin A
Hoffman, Robert H
McClurg, Victor M
Repak, Frank J.
Day, Jamss J
Caldwell, George H

APPENDIXs II

20132375
32640912
35557925
33163258
32622095
20132369

23 Dec U}
23 Dec Ll
23 Dec Wl
23 Dec L4
23 Dec Lk
2; Dec LL
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