. Reproduced at the Dwight D. Eisenhower Presidential Library

¥

I

Tiheo DErAK: haiirl
OFAYGE UF THe UAKTEL AL CGise BHAL

TASHINGEON
Ia reply refer tu:
LU 424 | ~
(642th Tank Destroyer Sattelion) August 23, 1942,

8UBJLCT:  Outline liistory of the 640th Tank Jestroyer Battalion.

Tiis The Adjutant General's Uffice, lervices of ‘upply.
le it is requested that ax oubtline hisbory of the
640th Tanic cestroyer Batialion

be prepared by tha Higtorical Section, The Army War College, and
& copy [urnlished this office by indorsement hereon,

Por The JQuartermaster Ueneral:

.

(5pmd) HUGH B, H00Tis,
Colonely JeideGa,
| Agsiastant,

AG 421a7 - G40Lh TD Bn
(8-28-42) iR 1st Inde JCP/ jrb
War Doparbient,; A.GeUw, Vophemrber 4, 1942 « To: Commnandant, Army Tar Collepe.

For unecescary aotion. Abbsution 1s invited to the attached inelosure which
is a briefl history ol the 640%h Tenk Destroyer Batbalion and may be withdrawm.

By order of the Secretary of War:
Forz 8060 :

N (égnd) Re8e Kessinger,
1 Inol. : ’ Ad jutent General.
(Brief iistory)} "

A TRUE CQGPY
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Zd Ind. Hille il i
Army Wear Coilege. October 20, 1942 « To W, 508, The Adjubtant Genoral,

- 1. The 540th Tenk Destroyer Battalion was constituted and author-
ized to be made active (less Compeny C and Pioneer Gompany), effective
December 15, 1941, at Camp Luis Obispo, California, AG+520.2 (11-17-41)
HR-M~C, dated December 3, 194l. This unit, less Company C mnd Pioneer -
Company, was mads active December 19, 1941, /¥ !

. Vi . *
2. Company C, 640th Tank Destroyer Battalion, was authorized to f%;wwﬂgf
be made active at Cemp San Luis Obismpo, Californis, AG 3280.2 )1-8-42)
Hii=}~C, dated January 20, 1942; Compauy C was made active February 18,
1942,

3« The Recounaissance Company, 340th Tank Destroyer Battalion,
was originally the Headquarters Battery, 2224 T'ield Artillery Regiment,
Hational Gusrd of Utah, mnd the Ploneer Company, 640th Tank estroyer
Battalion., The latter wes an ineotive wiit. The Headquarters 2224 Field
Artillery legiment was organiszed in 1894, as Troop ¢, 1lst Gavalry, Utah
Hational Guard, by the consolidation of Denhalter's Rifles, organized in
1883, and Dyer's Rifles, organized, 1891. I% Was mustered into [(federal
service for the Spanish-American Wer om lay 12, 18938, as Troop ¢, lst Uteh
Volunteer Cavelry, but did not serve outside the continental limits of the
United States and was mustered oubt December 23, 1898. It was reorganized
in the State service as Company H, lst Infantry, Ubtah Hetional Guard; ro-
designated Troop C, lst Cevalry, Utah ¥etional Guard, in 1916, It gerved -
on the ifexicen Border in 1916, and after being drafted into the Federal
sorvice for the World War became pert of Battery 1, 145th Field Artillery g
Regiment. Battery D, 145%h ['ield Artillery, served overseas but did not :
participate in combat, returned to the Unitsed States and was demobilized
in 1919, Battery D, 145th Field Artillery, was reorganized in 1919 as
Troop €, lst Cavalry, Utah Hational Guard, and in 1929, was redesipnated
as the lieadquarters Battery, 2224 I'ield Artillery, Ubah Hationsl Guard,
The 222d VField Artillery was inducted into Federal service, Harch 3, 1941,
and the leadquarters Battery, 2224 rield Artillery, was consolidated with
the Pioneer Company,- 640th Tank Destroyer Battslion, to form the Pionger
Company, 640th Tank Destruyer Batbtelion, which was concurrently made sotive
(AG 32042 (2-4=42) WR-M~C, dated February 5, 1942). %ffective July 23, 1942,
in accordance with Tsbles of Organization, 18-25, dated Juns 8, 1942, it was
redesiznated as the Hecounaissence Company, 640th Tank Destroyer Batbalion.

4. The 640Th Tenk Lestroyer Battelion hae no other history and is not
entitled to battle honors. '

Be The Eeconnaissance=ﬁompany, G4a0th Tank Destroyer Batballion, is one
titled to a silver band engraved "France” for the service of Battery D, 146th
¥ield Artillery, during the World War.

or the Acting Coamandant:

/a/ Ge. Ross Rede
/%/ (o ROSS DK,
Idesut. Colonel, F.d. .
Incle w/d. / Executive Gfficer. ~

A TRUB CUPY %ﬁ?ﬂ?’ ©
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EPGRD 424 - 640th Tank Destroyer JBa 4%h Iad.

¥ar Department, 0.Q.M.3., Washington, January 4, 1943. Tot Commanding
Officer, 640th Tank Destroyer Battallon, A.2.0. 40, /v Postmaster, San Fran
eisco, Califeornla.

1. In comnectlon with the outline history of the 840th Tank Destroyer
Battalion, as conteined in the second indorsement, & coat of arms is euthorized
under the provisions of paragraph 5, AR 28010, November 20, 1831.

2. In sccordance with the policy of the War Department, thie office 1
glad to assist in the development of & edat of arms and has prepered Inclosure
#1, which ie submitted for consideration, heraldicelly described:

SHIELD: Seble an heraldic penther rempant or, head disnaub-red

S

gules, incense preper, armed agure. géﬁ*’ -
CREST: Hone. E : i;; i
ggzﬁg; 1gne et ferris viciiun (We conquer by fire and swords). -
DESCRIPRION

The gold snd black sre the colors of the Tank Destroyer Forces.
The functions of the organization are attractively and. allegeriocally
$llustrated by the fabled heraldic pauther with disjointed hsnd.
symbolixzing the destruction wrought by the organizatlion to a1 op
position. The flames of fire demote the zesl by which the pereon~
nel performs its duties. The sugzested motto, "Igne et ferris
vicimus {¥We conguer by fire and evords), is sxpressive of the means
by which objectives are echieved, and alludes to the symbolism of
the shield.

3. If distinctive insignls are desired for wear upon the uniform under
_the provisions of paragraph 51, AR 600-40, application for approvel should

spscify the cnmpolitian desired, 1.e., shield or shield and motto of the coat
of arme.

4. A set of information shsets which will be of assistance is inclosed,
Inclesure ¥2, speclal attention being invited to paragrephs 14, 19, and 22.

6. Upon return of correspomdence to this office indicating concurrence,
approval will be made of the coat of arms and distinctive insignia.

¥or The Quartermaster Cenerall

GEORGES F. DORIOY,
Colonel, {.HM.C.,
2 incls. "~ Assistant.
Incl. #1 ~ Bketch,

incl. #2 - Set Inform.sheets.

TR By TR




