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REPORT OF COMBAT, 636th TD Battalion =, e
ol’.ration « Awvalanche s T T .
Period Sept 1, 1943 to 0800 Sept 20, 1043. L

CALENDAR EVENTS: o Zﬂ%//f/ﬁ

¢ At 0030 hours the S-1 was ordered to report to "eaicvarters
Sixth Corps °taglng Area and there receive orders for embarkation tiat —armirg.
Details to ride the Hugh 7illiamson and David Caldwell were to entruck at 0€20,
those riding the James Woodrow were to entruck at 0915, and those riding the
Duchess of Bedford entrucked at 1130, The Battalion was loaded iIn that nanner
on the m oming of September 1, 1943 and that afternoon moved out into the Culf
of Oran to awmit the loading of the remainder of the conwoy.

September 32 The Battalion layed at anchor in the Gulf of Oran.

R4 .

Sevtember 3: The convoy left the Gulf of Oran at 1515 hours proceeding
eastmard along the north coast of Africa.

September 6: The convoy arrived at the harbor of Bizerte, Tunisia at 1200

hours. During a forty-five minute attack by enemy planes starting at 2107 hours
three men were wounded necessitating their evacuation,

Seoiember 2: The convoy left the harbor of Bizerte at 1200 hours.

3eptember 10: At 0820 hours depth charges were dropped by onc of the 3ritish
Corvettes off our starboard bow. later it was reported that one German 'marine
had been sunk, At Dusk on the same day, a Corvette and two destrorers cromped

fourteen depth charges about 1000 yards to our starboard, ‘o report of results
was received.

September 11: At 0900 hours our convoy approached the Gulf of 3zlermo and

at 0930 hours there was an enemy air attack during which an American cruiser wes
hit and damaged. There were repeated air attacks during the day end night.

¢ The air attacks contimied. About half the Battalion succeeded
in de on the beach at Paestum and moved into an asgsembly area about five
miles from the beach ((86,7-08.0) Sheet 2094 Map 1:50,000), At 1000 the Battalion
Commander received orders to make a reconnaissance for our first combat mission
and the reconnaissance was completed that afternoon,
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September 13: At 0700 the Battalion Commander formed a provisional company
composed of t welve M-10's to carry out plans made during the previous night. At
2930 the Battalion Commander and the S-3 left the assembly area and moved with
twelve destroyers to the combat area, The Battalion was notified at 153C that a
tank attack was expected south of Persano at the junction of the Calore Ziver
and P, la Cosa Creek and appropriate positions were taken. At 1930 the ranger
platoon reconnoitered and occupied positions on the bank of F, la Cosa Creek.
Sgt Garland-G, Bumphrey of Company B was killed at 2000 by bomb fragments during
and air reid and Pvt Joseph D, Veniresca, Company B, was seriously wounded by : i
straffing. During the 13th the ships contimued to unloa.d and twelve more ‘
destroyers were ready for action by the following moming.

-2/ 9f

2 At 0030 the Battalion Commander was apprised of a dangerous
situation and the twelve M-10's which were received from the chips the previous [-
day were assigned a sector about 1500 yards in width and at 0130 they were guided
to their positiom. During most of the my the Battalion was under oonsiderable
artillery fire aid some small amms fire. Company B knooked out seven tanks dur- |
ing the day and Company C destroyed seven tanks, Company C also destm:,'ved one T

ammmition vehicle, Pvt 1 ¢l Selvatore V. Vinei, Compeny C, vas killed. Ten

destroyere from various cowpanies which had been tnloaded from the shiye were ‘
given the migsdon of gurdi.nc the Fifth Am Hotdqnnrhra.



http:cont1Du.ed
http:compa.ny

the Battalion fred indirech fire for o conciderable period. Our forward

observers reported a direoct hit on one of the enemy tanks which burst into

flames, Artillery fire contimued to fall on our positions throughout the day.
¢

: The enemy shelling of our positions contimued and Company B
fired an indirect fire mission on Persano. During.the afternoon a B Company
destroyer was struck by enemy fire and began to burn. The fire was extingvish-
ed by the Platoon Commander and the Platoon Sergeant before any seriocus damage
resulted and the destroyer was put back in action in a short time,

September 17: At 0100 our intelligence reported a dawn atteck by the enemy -
was imminent. All destroyer crews were alerted and plans made to mass Tire
on the enemy. Cur destroyers were to coordinate their fire with that of the
6/5th TD Bn, The anticipated attack by the enemy was never launched,

Septenber 1Z: During the morning of 3Seotember 18th patrol activity contimu-
od by our “econnaissance Company and the Battalion fired some indirec™ fire
missions with the targets in and near Persano, That afternoon the Cattalion
Commander led certain elements of the Reconnaiscance Company into iltavi™la, on
a reconncigsance mission for the Division Commander. No enemy resistance vas net
and the Battalion Commander reported to the Division Commander that it :msc safe
to move troops into the town. Two German Prisoners were taen by osur
Reconnaissance Company,

September 19: On the morning of Zeptember 19th the Battalicn Conmander
led elements of the R.econnaissa.nce Company on a recomnaissarce of tir¢c aren In

and around rercanc, 0 eneny resistance was found in this aren o7 Tvo

Division Comarde“ s not4fied {hat troops could safely be meved =0 o it

area., lvrins lie nitht o Zertember 1€th angd 20th six deslroyers of Jorvary C

were movel G ;:ositicns back of the 141lst In“antry io suprort ‘hem. (:»c: Cvoriar)
Sotsoser L0t AL 000 Cerrary C ves esssirned to Fifth irmy as cecviin] Tor

the Fifth lrmy Headquarters and the remainder of the Zattalicn s cetacoed “renm

the 36th Tivision :-.nd assignec as Corps troops in Corps reserve,
MAP REFERENCE: TYtaly, 1:50,000,

Attached ainexes:

1, <Cverlay of positions,

2. Covy of Unit Journal,

2, Tersonnel casualities during period cof hattle.

4. Vehicular casualities during period of battle.

5. Enemy casualitles caused by 636tk TC Bn during perioc of noitle,

6, Zecommencdations for amards,

For the Rattelion Commander:
LAGAT L, DU(CE
Captain,Infantry
CPFICIAL: , Adjvtant
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L iadpmd A ATT
REAGY™ L. TV¥(C3E
Gaptain, nTantry
L Adjutant

e e


http:s:3::',-"r.ed

AMIEX %O, 3
CASUALTY REPORT

HEADQUARTERS COMPANY

WOU DT=D
X Sgt Robert il Hamilton, 20814478, - slightly wounded by shrapnel.

- MEDICAL DETACIRENT

v september 1943

21 september 193

WOUNDED
Pvt Raymond e Rand, 32397184, - seriously wounded by mine explosion.

COLPALY MAM
U September 1943

JOU.DZID

mechn Il.'.th Gr lenry ("YI,’I!) Roy’uk, 371)4091‘)}1, - Slightly vounded by Shrapnel
in right leg.
Techn »th or Charles ¥. Trumbo, 15116060, - slightly wounded by shrapnel
in ri it lege
1L septoiber 1943
5_v 0y A. Adems, 38030201, -~ Sligatly wounded by shrapnel,
,H'.:H? o Ar Ivnn Be Midls, 20810090, - sligihtly wounded by shrapnel.
¥b Loel Fremi ((13) Tesibda, 37145503, - Slicntly wounded by shrapnel.

SOIPAY npu .
13 3= —

yviember 1643

) ILLED
3.t 7arland . rumphrey, 38037012, - Shrapnel from eremy bomb.
- September 1543

4

"WOUIDTD
pvt Joseph D. Ventresca, 31257Zi8:—: Slichtly wounded by shrapnel in
lei't foot.
19 3eptember 1943
Pvo louis ("37) Filoteo, :002L308, - 51istly wounded in chest by
vehicle while in foxnole.

coPy T non
1y Seprerber 1943

t-i
=

1
i

Jachkn St AP Jeor e L. Nelter, 2wiuloul, - xilled by shrepnel.
vt 1 ¢l 3=lvatore 7, Tinei, 2208032, - ¥illed by eneryy surafing “ronm
Toe oir,

1" zeonteaber 1543

0.D7)
Pvi 1 ¢l Zarl p. =urgzoon, 26500220, - 3lishtly vwounded by shrapnel.
1> geniabper 1943

Q7 DT
$iP 8 b oyrond T. turolys, 0002898, - §lihtly wounded in vehicle accident.
vt 1 oel Francic Al Durony, 32379C38, - Slishtly wvounced by shrepnel,
1. 3epteuber 1913
56 Allian pe Jones, 300250h¢, - S1lichitly wounded byt chrapnel.
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'9/15/43 B
9/13/45 B
9/14/43 B
9/14/4% ©
9/14/43  Hq
9/15/43 ¢
9/15/43 Hq
9/16/43 ©
9/11/43 ¢
ANNEX NO. 4

¥-10 Track Thrown Battalion
Mgintenance
=10 Track Thrown Battaelion
Madntenance
Half-Tracsk Treck Thrown Under FPire
¥~10 Escape Hatch Under Fire
Blowmn
3/4 Yeppons Burned Replaced
Carrier
M-10 Escape Hatch Battalion
Bliown . Mant enance
28 Ton Broken Axlie ,756th Ordnance
¥=10 Damaged by Battalion
shell fire Meintenace
¥=-10 Motor TroubleBattalion
Maintenance

TROUBLE WHERE REPAIRED  BACK TO JUTY

9/13/43
9/15/43
9/14/43
9/16/43
9/15/45
9/ 16/43
9/16/43
9/L1/43

9/ 18/4%




9/14/43
9/14/43

9/15/4>

ANNEX NO. 5

Destroyed seven Nark IV Tenks -

butrvrod-'unn Mark IV Temks

Destroyed 1 Azmunition Vehiole
Destroyed 1 Mark IV Tank






