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ttan.. 'Yft'T little ••t 80 that the a1IdauI e1fJfttion will enable 
1\ to n.... a' ol....1n tazpu. !h. U8ual utUl.17 pi_ wUl oooupy a 
poet,Ua behb4 a -.It r.. -.s.. a de.tl'OT8r oan be t1nd at ita 
I. nDP8. tJd.a .... that poalt1oD••1d.tabl. artdlleJy are not 

81d,tUle tor tile tat _tft)78r • 

GIs \be ot......4 t.bI priMl7 Id.eda that't k tonut Dear...,. lOu\N an4010•• to 1_ J'I'ftioua17 .e1..tet 
cIlftat t1I'e anti-tank po.ltioDa. So it i. bell..._ that it o&retul oon.ld­
entia la «iftll the t.Dk cIu\JlOT.r in the .el.eeUon ot lta 1n41reot t1.r1na 
')IOIIlttGD, that it oan pertom its .eoondarT role without danger to the .110­
....rul __pl1.-.t of ita Pr1aa17 OD.. The•• are the 1'aD.daental nle.1 

(1) !hat the lDdUeot position be well forward and .. 
near the probable ..,.ua ot ot sJaOr aa the 
temin peftI1ts. 

(2) That w.. position &floret at teut naah deti1ac.W 
or aonoeal.8eDt., but , 'Y.1'7 low aask in order to explolt the 
clo•• u ..11 .. s.ySalla rang.. of the cun. 

() ) That 1004 l'Oute. 1_4 rrc. the indireot po.lUon 
to the direct po.ition. 

(4) Thst the 8.lIIIlunition rel"luil"9ments of direc.t I'Uld 
primsry misslon b. oonstsntly in mind. 

(5) That the oape.bl1lU8& of the :3 inch gtmf'lred in­
dlreotq by forward ob.ener methods, at 1'&11'17 close range., 
ua1.nc delqecl r.., at en..;y p111 boD., bunken, and .tone 
house. be thoJ'Ouch17 Wlderatood. 

It these rules are known anel praotioed the tarJc destroyer Can 
....pU.h it. dual mi••ion and oollp1et.ely juat1t1 its ex1.stepGe and its 
atr.e17 high cost to our gov.rment. 

In rule (5) above the reai.taring ot one gun o.f I)aoh platoon 
t..l)EI battttllon on a COEnon bRae point and closing the sin8.tll, .mabIe8 the 
battalion GO_ander to tire one gun or mass the tires of in a 
"'-17 aaU area with territl. ertect. 

1  IDolI 
larrat1v_ of Ope1'llt101U1 tor the IIOI1th 
ot February 1944, wlth attaoheel a1U18D. 
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Due to ,the a.,peqrnnog of the gEmt'H'~l ':1!tu~tio~, t,)!) i.,t,:,'"_lnl'..-or: n~ll.::l·!, 
Lt 00lonel lyland, f.lt that IIny' movement for:'l!irC -::0'.:.1(1 'jr: ~:., 'ifr",'MY ',) .• Jr~ 
-ter1nc the Oaasino a"a. So on 2 f~rl1'i:ry ~! ..) C:'" :<)1'-,," t;'r,<) ~o:n ~n:r ':;o:r!'~'I~ '1 i 

~...."aisaanoe CoIl'Dan7, to OIllUtJ. the I'O'lds !1or~h 8~~ t ·'·':rl: r :o·...,,~r-,-: ':;"l;."( 

and Cairo to ~"reoonnoiter!'!d. C"lrt!!.1." ~o'l~'1'dll '!", ':.;.,~,-::- J 'i;:lC '.dCj(· 

. ~ positions for oamo~~!\ge disoi~lin"", '!~ vi dbil tt~i,"1.S ~·-::C3n,):i't.• 

During the llorr.ing, the 3att8.lioi. fir9c O~i ' :'lr.' :'(l.'" ( .' c; t:'le' i:1..L,S, 
.ort.,re, a."ld neb11werfers, S():I'.", c;~ 'If' ie' ~'3I'.<I ::""'~(!>t1,~ :r :'11' '~<):Hrvlrs, '1',.<1 
IIaIe by Division"rtil19ry and iorrat'd Lnf'l.-try ·,:",,,,~.,.,t~s. -"'0 ~qt.t,"-'<"0-' 

Comnanc'er, Lt ~olo:-jol Pylru:d, c.f111PQ ~':!."1.<:ir;~. ·r:'!.:'! ,'r:' ~·,t ': ::: U·.·· .\-- '!nll 

reqtl")st9(1 tt~~ ~·t~:1i.;;~4,qr~c~ of 8:~. ~ ~r' r~'s,~~"';"~: 'l.. < r .. ·r-~:~~"'·.( <.I ·' ......:-~:t':\ .. · :..~.! 

.:>o1nts o~~y()n'] t::e '!L1ibility ("of ,:r ':":{":"~(' 0 h ·'c-r"rc. ~::"·~~-r:''''1!,t. WI!"!! 1r.aC!(! 
tor tr'is woJ1[ R.nd Dlvisior ~rtU1 i)~- ?~'Or..irn::;. 'C' c"',i.':r -'> ',.~ p '1~ tC:l W' un 
a r1ane 11Oul.1 b9 'ivsi:!!Ibl'). ~t IJ4~ hOl1I'E .,'!VLl'jr: :~~!11. .,~. '!.~~.,ct r ....,-: 

notU'1ed us 11?'\ otmervation ulane lfOuld he J\v",i1rthl""~~:' 7'1 . :'{'~r+'1:r -IJ 3r~lC' 
Jom~~ "t<.- to 1)8 r:r'1p8rad to fi.~ cOTlcentI"'ltions o~·. "",,," "'i' C;.' ... .,t, .'/'Ji.~ 
~..r..g aJong the road between Pignat"ro 'L~C ~"SS~!10. 

The obsen'ation plane ... djuatel fire and l"'I:'Ortl>j ·y~·'i:'" 'C; ~t.'1r~,~(: 'ir 
the target ar~. Ur,-on the eom-::l~t1on of t'~q "j rnt 7'\1c:;~lo"1 .p." ~ t:r ,,,;,,,,.,rve:r 
usiatad the'3atta lion in "g1~tl')rinP, on ~t~l'ltl'lro ·In::. l"t}!" )7'1 <>.r'''''·~.r 
art1lle17 batter,y. That ooncluded tlj., 1l1~31cm~ fi~d ~ t~'"} o'''~'r''~i.on ',lane 
aDd. the Batf,alion oont1nlled to tire with the U!lA of' ~rolm(' obq~T\r":r-g, pIMinp; 
OOtm_~tte17 f1re on enarry gun ~~ttlon!l '!"ld h"M!'I"~"'('> ~'1.r' ",r d: or t"re~';s 
•••ilDed by Divi!ion Art111~ry. 

At 1642 hour., the t;om:'llny Jom"q"d8r, F~oo"1".,~';q .. "'cS' ~"'~' '1",:', T"',t"l"il~G t.(­

the Battalion Coll1l1a"d Post 'ind ?,'A\'. G'i,td.!l h,"ttn l 'T""" :",tt.,,1 ion ~>(~cuti'l18 
Ott1oer, a reoort ot ro~d oonditions north of' ~;1~ .."Y t: ""ti ··"~.T1t,,:1 out on 
the .p s~v9ral ltkdy ('b!!~rv~':.~on ·o~t po,H-I:,,1"'. 

'" 2130 hoUl"ll the Division ColftI"!I ..nder c'l11~d r ~ Colol'l~1 Pyland, the 
Battal10n Couaander, and told h11!1 th"lt. tr~~"tt't' i,,"1 ...-,tl1 ~ pmb~b1y 0' ~ttftO~ t'!(J 

to ec.bat Ccam-md "1" of' the lst AMlorttd Div idon, U' t ... ~ 34th D1Ti.eion 
ett..-tea an ima.d.bte brotak thl't)ugh OT'! t.'1" r. ..s"lno It,..•• 

On the .omin, ot ,) February 1944 at ~50 hours t·-" D1.vi8ion I~ltnl~ry 
Ocamulder _tined tt.e 9attelion COIIIIarder that tl",9 a",ttalion should be 
~ to move on two hour not1oe 8I!Ytillle after dql11ht. All Gom,an:." 
o...ancs.1'8 ..re notif'1e4 and. told to be 'Pftl)ared I'or a audd4M MOV ~~.~~nt ord"r. 
,\ 0925 houn the 00apcl1' ·C· tonrarcl ob8ener looated an fJOtI:1'y \') \i~19 a:',1 

ac.tJ8D)' ·e" plaoed tire OIl 1". The ~ .011 ob._rver repoIt"',i :.-. ) v~hic19 
d.eatl'oyed by a c!treat hit. 'lhroUCbout the IIOmir, the :jftttaHo~ pl'1ced oon­
..u-.'t.101l8 on a nmlber ot bo.... 1IDo_ to be oaoup1ed by the 'ltlt'tIIY m< otl},~r 
ta.WlaUou i ....un.... br the d.tm.e cwerprtnt .upplied by tt'6 Div1A1cm 
o.a. !be .."tali_ ob.e1"ftUon ""lOSt Wflll shelled by flflen7y lllort,Q!'tl "jt 1 ~J5 oUr9 • 

·Cr. ~'t .•·· .. 11\1.. l , • 1\ 
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. hrSJta .. .,........ tile ..tal... _,,",I. to ftn oa \upte lMaW 
-.. ......i ......... repOllMd .. DMdIa bUlle!J' ...taaer ._. 
" 20)7 -.an \be Di...W_ Q-.2 oalle4 u4 nperMd tbd '0 .... '-IaI W 
.,.. 1eeaW Ia • 1000 7U'd ....,. til..... Mtac ., ftSICD. o.,.u.. 
.. .. -.,. .... ~~ al.w4 .. ftJoe' W. da-ua, ... dIIrtaa 'be uxt 
50 ldadeli, 1,200 .adII nre pl........ t ••__t J'IU"4~. !lao "til 
D1~ - aoUA.. '_t. \he ft.ftac .. __ .-plde4. . 

1t. aaoo ...... _ 4 ,.~.... Ltat.. om... to D.t.s..1a Be~ra 
- .....' ~e DlY1ld.aD 11.1d 0rtIe I •• " *!ell eoata1M4....u. .~ u.. p1a 
to -.plot, \he UUpbea4 *eIa t.be 34\11 Dlrid.oll ... '- MtUlUll. tile 
IdtaJtoD 0-...1' ..ten.. w1\h t.h. hatt to aue p1-. tol' .-,l7taI 
111.. the ....181...... 

!b. lat\alloa Oo.ln" ...... the DellVojeI' eoa,.t.. te ....u.. 
~ f1ft _ all \azopU ..t. ..u1.4 be pI.Qe4 lIP -,. WI' ..........4 GIl 
.... \upte --, ... npo.-.. ,.,. DlYi8loa 1rU11.!J' _4 the tat..~ 
....... IariBc \lte dq .wen1 ...,. Il4Ibe1wrt.1"a ... toeate4 _4 _­
..~ pl..... GIl t.h_. a.JI8T -.- tolWl'd ...,.... repor\e4 th.t. a 
1... oo1~ ot .... appeare4 at\eI' a.~ e,e hacllbM 011 OM ftebelwrter 
podts.. 0.1*'1' -8e ..,1~ _..,... bo•• 1Illhiob _ .. ha4 b~en 
obII.-nd ad later pl", fSft ., • pe11lt. ... _ .. YOhie1. _tor. h.4 bee 
h8art. lD en-r taU .- l.oeatM .t. .S51,., aM Oca~ ·1· ftft4 .. It..a.. _. f'r- the tvr.t. after vi. ___tau. _ ..ploW. 

1, 18l.2 bo1lft 0_ L1a18Oh otflMr to 'the 14)4 Inttmu, ..ned an. 
ftpori" that. lriti. \Ieope ... to repl_ the U34 ~ la tba, 
...tor. 

!he ...l'a1 as.bat.iOll ....ua!l \bat. the IdtalioD 0...."1' telt. RJ'O 
• .an.eat ot tbe aatt.alt.l to poeltl1aa !leU' CeI'"lUO _ eatnm, 80 OIl \he 
Mndn, o~ , FebftaJ7 h. took the s-1 rOraN GIl • r....,.~..... ot \bat. 
u. to leled • oo.u4 poat. Ilte an4 eh.. tor poeitlaU tor ~ De.\roTer 
Oc:apa1... 1he area both liet.. ot Celftft ftl oaretullJ 1t.ud1e4 ..PHi_llT 
~. 110pe of the bill north and ..., ot Oer9aJ'O, wh1eh ,.... C.1d8O _4 
the ....tary HUl. 1 aultable boUle tor \H ac-..4 Peat. _ Mlse'" and 
a gtard pl..e4 in 1t. 1 abort cU.ataMe bel.. the be.e _U.loDe "n toa4 
tor two ocapcds. and juat eboYe the bcnI8e another ocapG7 potI1t101l ... 
looatea. 

1IhU_ the noonnallianoe ... boin, _. the 1at.ta1iOll eont1nw4 tlring 
011 tarpta ..hioh appeared aol'O" the Rapido. ~~ artUl..,. n.r. ftI 
oarUoular17 h.a~ throughout the d1q. t'elepbaDe liB..- ..... c1eatro:red atd 
it ftI neoeaSU1 to kMp the line oren em th_ oonat.anU7. 



.... ~ .. tile lat\allOD 0= at PHt, Uae Sattels. ao-.del' 
• I.t \M ,,_ IlYldoB ha4 o~.n4 tM "tta11oD .,. to th. C.rnro 
................ 1-1 to tUB th.....U,.. Om.... aDd S-, to the 
peIatII ....W..,. h!a ...u.l'iIl the dq. 'lb. Battalion ac.ander thea 
_I.... the 0...... Ce • endeb ~ ...t hUi erad b. oanted th.. to th••i tee 
...... ,. tMlI' -..at••• the 5-.4 ....pCli.d the Battalion ac.aaluJer 
te tile DeW ana at_. . 

.lfter Ute nil ...1..... b.r the a.,..,. aa..ucSera and St.atf wu ec:a-.pi..., pl.. .... _de to acw. th. Battalion on the tollow1q dq. '!'be 
1attal.1a aa......., Lt Ool.oae1 P7l.aDcl, orden4 the Conlmand Po.t :to be lIOYed 
.". lIlftlvau. aa4 clireoted that the ...,. obt.ain e1..TaJ'lCM tor the rest of 
__ Ia'tall_. 

~ the -1"IdDI 6 ,ebn&l7 acmmoe .l.-nt. of the Battalion began IIOY8­

._ te the .. "ttal1eD an. BOrthnat ot 0..,.1'0. B;y 1145 the forward 
••1. of tile 1dWJ._ ac-..d Po8t ••••tabU.sheet at 91~09 and v8hiol•• 
h" ___an...... AU ,.J'MIlDel b... 41a1nr 1D _11 tmder orde1'll of 
tIIIe Battalioa 0 eB_ .ta.. ...., aftUl.17-1'11'8 ... exp8Ot.ed in that 
torwaJ'd ana. 

III the ._u. _I'd bad b•• ..-81TH t.bat DO 6e'11cM ~__t ft8 

,-.it.. ad l' .. M ••••..,. tor \b. Battalt.c:. eo.~n.t.r to !'8IIOind ord.n 
to aan the Dea'1'GTft" CowptUl1es dUJ1.n~ the dq. lie 1saued orders ror the 
.,,__ to bOCiD at 1730 LOura. 

Sino. a nipt 110ft _ 'entio1pate4 1t •• Deoessary to C' ';Jk thg rout. 
tb8 DeatNTOr Ccapani..... to take eo the S-cl ...t back oyer the route 
\bet hed beeD .e1eotecl. At 1500 hoUI'8 our Lia1aan Ottioer to Divislon 
arrl'Y8d with into...'l_ \bat ol_ranGe had been obtained tor a JIOTen8l1t 
4Iurinc ttt. 4qlllht houn, but it 1fU Ulpo••ible to Jet tnetruotione to the 
u.t~ bpant.. 1D t1M to .pMd th.ir 1lOY_ent ~.refor the aatt,lioD 
Ceaaander ol"derecl the ."rob to oont1nu. aooord1nr to. the last p1sn. 

1Io9.8ftt late the DftW area .. peraon.n~ .uP."wtaed by th9 3atta1ion 
et.Mnder, S-l, 9-2, S-3, .no the S-.4, and all po.itiona W'8ft elilretull;r 
.e1eotecl and o.out'lap4. 111 ooapani4. hsd olosed into their are... b7 
'...400 houn. 

(il 7 Februar.r the Battalion eo.ancier IIIld S.3 1neneet8d the positionS 
oooup!ed by the D8et1"'OYer Cc:apanls. the predoWl night. ~d the !:Jllttelion 
,~ct.r looated an gba.u..,aUon pOst D8ar the ec.na1V 1f9R TlOsition. Wire 
~oatlon. were ~stlllbl1shed to 1111 eo.panl88 an~ the n~ qllttslion 
obs4nation ':>Ost, and the ~etl'Oy.,r eoapen1,.. were r.,t;3t8l"8d on a base 
point by the 3fltt.dion CoIat~der. 
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GONI1denbla .olmt of artUlel7 f1..n arotmd the BatWion Comm~d Post 
tudDc the cIa7 &1.80. lrtUleJ')' t1re Gould be obeerred f'alling in the 
ac.,." ·0' an. and at 1405 one of the .hell. struok an anI!!1.U'rl.t1o.n trailer, 
.etting the ammunit10D on tire. Another &!lell made Ii diraat hit on the 
~ ·e· oa.nand po8t but tailed ~ exnlode. C:l6 lJ8H ./'18 1i~htly wounded 
in tbI CcapIDy 'e' ...... during the .helling. 

".. rlalbUiV .. ver,y poor thronehout th"- Ua..v g·-·a it,1'SS ve1j' diffiou'4­
to ob.en-e the ertect or &IV fire_ Several targets 1ro:M fired on but ra.tta 
oould DOt be eleal'q .tated. 

!be Batt&11aD we DOtiried b7 the l>1v1aion !rtUlony Uonaand8r that the 
attlMlk wbleb hat .... plan" _ to be 1awmohed at noo houn, and .ho~ 
a.rt.er reoelrinc this ln1"ona\iozl the lrtUler;y Annex to Division l'1.eld Order 
147 &JT1ved and' fJaI It OUl' pnpaI'Iltol'7 n.z.. "'1"8 plcmed. . 

!he Bat\al1GD ao.nan4e1' ordered the ec.J*17 CoIIIn811del'a to report to the 
aatt&11Dn Oa.ed Poet tOI' orden. 

Later 1a the .-mlq the lntbnat1aD we had reoaived indioated th..t 
the Battalion _1114 be attaohed to ao.bat ec-and "3" for a Mure operation 
_ eonn....a.t Lt. '~IW _ a PrOinted our Liaison Offiaer to that
ozpad._u.. 

the lIdtAlt_ GaKID"- eoat.rnd with the Stan on the p].n. for 8Up­
poJltd..Dc the at... whloh ... to tat. pl.a. at noo hours, ana" the 00mpc11 
OeM v .... U'I'lftCl taw a.t.talSQll Oo.dder, L" OoloMl 171814. gave the 
oldeftl IftllilriDl .... pnpqator,r ftree aD4 alao al"den4 that the obs8l'htion 
!'Nt. be .... to ..leot. '-zptl of oppor\1m1tr as ~ attact P1'\')gl"8I.ed. 

At 1000 boaIw tt. Battalion bepn a on. hour preparatoz,- fire on the 
81.dau ...... ..,. DivideD lJtillal7 _d n. tlda .... oc.pleted target. 
............ fWa u. .......u. lINt. aIId _..- .. th••~. 
tile ..*,1_ Dc an_, Lt OoloDel PIland, located lOIDe --V fthial.. aov. s.. towad a..dDo .. ftl'O.... tbe. to DiVida 0..2. At l400 boun tM 
Battal 'em Ocwe..... 10eatet a n __ of veh1ol_ .m.ng towud Ponteoo1W, 
_4 ~ It _ tcn.4 ...~ O\m' pn. 41d DOt baYe .um.oient JImlge to a'lpg8 
......ted _ .... 1Iltil Go.,. AftUl.,. en4 a be...., or 1" _ pDI 
_ pta.l. _ tIda ~, 0111' obeelYatiOD poet acljllft1nc tM.. 

!he "til· .~ W oan...4 ~t.4 \be ...at.DatAa or the ....., 
~.. 1ddab had bee looaW. 

1t 1623 houn the 1atte1J_ a. ••_ looa\e4 ... ..., ,.l'IIOIID81 in a 
......... the I01l\Il .... of ....lao _4 • IUD .,..,..... to be 1'1riIta twa the 
..... 1M D1n.tan ...W ~__ to ftft 111 tbb __ ... t.be attaot 
...............4 ill ~ __" tar. !be -.... fired em and 


..... St Cl:-r 
p 
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.... the ... -. as•• 1IIId.a."'\alt......,... lila ..... ,..u. ... Mea DOW, ..., 2100 lao......... ftft _ laU _ ..... 

Ifhl* U\iYlv .... __ ....... .....al..., uts11..,.. .1 .die.... 

plMlll ill th. 8.\tAl ioD ....... Uae ., .t .s .... 11 • 12 ,.. 'LIF• 


..~ an. 0600, 11 PI Itt."., .... ~ tift ... ~..us., ..r 
tile Ia'uti. ac••• fed ... _,••• (6)0 aD. Q6&1 ............ *"11., 
_ pl..." dbM~ _ tM all••• Poet....... a.. -.u ........... III' 
_ "- boaM Sa *11b the •••• ~, _lora..... knl s.. ~ "~!..sta 
.... '. Iotl'-Uw, ... __ CIa)Wda, let L\ Awdi ....., ............... 
Paul IS"•• , w, ... CapWa QUa it. Ca..., b••d........t Ga., , ... 
_u'-nt. '-~ a1Iell. Al\ th. ai.da or \h. Goa In4 Poe' ... 0 Tet-I" '" .•bellrw.•• tIIdle .tt....n. addled t1:Ie ..,. .............,.- ­
the tomol.. • t tile . ..u..tM .. et t.De eIl• ., .. ,aM at. . 

later ia t.be __ tke ............teG..., rheU..... __ 
1a,,""I. 
Colman ...... cl1ne1ie4 u.t. tM g end ioet. be ..... '- ...... ~........ 
,t 
.. atm.eua ..t ~.. 11ft - Mtac pi.... _ 1t.. 

A De. rite _. rel_t.d an4 ., UOO bo... tile ...., .... ., 1"., 
boun the Cc a ·d ~d 11'0_ bai al.cMIeIl SAt. tM _ .... at 931208. it 2130 
houn 1afbJaaU. .. ftlSely....t. \be.te. ....' UIa\ __ "+411_ ... 
bee ........ __ ....... IIbe1l ftft .ad ... ..u..w _ IuIJ. W. 

s~ 8M ._ o. PIallU...... __ ......., 
 u.t..... 1..; ... 
arUllfIIJ'T n.n _ brad.- 6at.Jac t.br nlIbt. 12 • U Mrs•.,.. 

CAl the IIOnlq or 13 r~, gga..... -QtI _, ... pataJ. ...~  
to 1oea. _ ... pD IJId.ab bact ~_ NponM .., _ %Wi. ei~ te be 

ftr!llfr ~ - aft1 beida. ov UD., bema _ ••• .., ..... ill IWt. 

\JIIUo~. ~ aT ,I, g.'. at eo.;n • ·0· ............... tba pdR1 ... 

ntuae4. t,bat, DO P.D ooul.40. loeat.ed ill t.aa\ ana .nI. tM ~ .. ~. 
a.~_...._. ' 

Our obrenatJ.aa po8t pTe the p~~.l. eool'CliBat. of • 170 _ ,. .. 

the '_~;1t1" otft.oer PM- b 1ntOltlau.. GIl te ~ ll'U.lle17 .... 

"he I: Oon- OOlm........t.~ .mo.r. 


!be ""tats.. ao-.dR, L" Oolaul 171", .t..It, ............ at. the 
oo:aaDd pon or C 'a' ac-.d "I- _ci __ ~ lid•• -u.. of th. 
Staf't to dianM p1.&Da tu _~. t.be aat.t.alloa ill t.be ..........u-. 

s.ua1 oM.......s.a ... ft.NI _ \Ile Dell..,. Oawswd.e. dU2'!D, 
the dq end one ... ftblele .. "'UvpH. .... utlU~ t1n ._ light 
dur1Dg th1. t>6r104. 

., 
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1M Battalion ~ and S-.2 left for the forward O~8l"\"gt,lon post 
lD the 8IU'lT tol'tllOOll o~ 14 Febl'\1&l'7 to dirttOt f1 re. ~ t 0005, ~~th f)fvi 'lioft 
..tied and st.ted that then 1ft)uld be Il truee, Mq '9st"t<t ~ t/'." en..-y, to 
..... up dM.4 an4 __.... !II1aI tI'UM 8S to exiet bettPlMrl the hours 0 r ~OO 
.. nOD bo1ll'ii. !lui UwM _ ezteded 1at~2' in t~!) 1lOm1~-, to !nol '.lde t.he 
~ up to WO ~tI1"II. 

1 reprue:ttat1" rrc. the 2d 9ft, 13th Armored ~eg~. ns1t"d th~ CommAnd 
PonID tM atMnIooa to a.ou.. with the Battalion OoDlMt1der ooordinatlon 
~ .. 13th .u.oncl ~ anel w. aattallon in the plll1\n8d umored thrust 
..... the ftapldo liver. 

V1a1!»lliV cbDi.nc the dq 1JU gen8l"ll11y' poor. 

Duriq the tonao. o~ l' Februa17, the Battalion 00l1lianden of the 2d 
ad :J 3atta1loDII of the 13th Amonel Reg1:nf!mt Tis! ted tr., 'etta11on CommMd 
oat to clf.Souall with the Battalion a.:.nmar plans tor the OCJIIIing al'llored 

thrust into the Uri Vall.,. A 00IlJ)M7 Comn&nden 11eetlng wal held to orient 
the oompa1_ on the pl'Ment situation. 'nle poa8ibility ot the 3attallon 
manng to a rear &fta na also discussed. 

'lbe B.ne41otlne Abbtf"Y' 1MB bombed by American planes durinG the e~rll' 
f'ttrenoon. OoaJI8DT -3" aleo tired 89\'811l1 oonCMlltl"\tions into the A.b~)~y. 
Short1.....,. I'!.f'ter noon s_eral s~" enemy "'rUl1e:ry oonGel'ltrationa were ~_aid 
in t.ile Sattalion OoDIIsnd Post &!"ta and th,l &l"8(11 oooupied bj Co'!l~ ·0-. 

In the ,)!I.rly art-,eI'DOOD our Lt.,ieo;"} Ortioer to 36th D1vt!'Jion rsported rlth 
nsws that the 'jllt_' ion 'l"Juld b, d8taeh8d frnll the 36't.h D1:ri;.\cm ~r:f'!JOtlv. 
24rr haunt, l' FebJ'W.l'7 1944, arId that we lIOul d b. moV'ld to th~ vioi:!.! ty- of 
.d~"l'l() upon Corps order. 

'r.le 1attalioD Co_ander directed the ~utlve O£ncer 'iJ'\t! 5-2 to reoon­
na1tar tor a Battalion bivoUllC Iln_ in the viclnlv or Mignano. After eel",­in, an ~rea the h'eoutlve erricer ~nd 3-2 visited '1o:'!bst OO~JU1d "'1" oo:nmand 

poat to cheek on the situation. rhe ~Of'··,q:d1r:g Geaeral J -'1rst Arm('::r~d DivlaiOD, 
1nf'ormsd the !lwcuUve ONioel' thet thg "Y,th TIAnk Destro1'~ :J-~t'!..,1~ ton lfOuld 
maintain it. pr8a«lt po.it,tem on t~ slop-;>s ot 1IUl 552 to join Comb~t Command 
-l3- in ~ armored thl"U8t up the Lin. v ul sy• 

in.:ring the ai't3m<>on our Lillioon Officer to Oom"Jat ,~;or.:-:- ... '":d "3" report-3d 
nth the hfoma\ion eolu,am1ng l'eporta that we ....1'8 to submit to that 
~nd. 

~ • ...~-p,T.. LIt,.. 

) 
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If 1='!lll:IU I f illfl l~JfUnirr .~a'-r ·4- t: 11r ~tt II il­J!. 
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. __ '1)lil' t f"l I}· "'lid .1 Ii J: 
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~ 18 ~ruar.r thl, 3attallor, rea"ins'} "n Ilr. ~ll]rt st"1tu.':l ~ [JOV" 

on inltruotioll fJ'OIII ~t ~and lIB". ~t f174S hours thS);-3, JomoAt 
Cor:aar-4 "9", notU"1ed the 3tattlllion Jo;r.mllnder t'llt t., brtcigEJ8 (,Ii ~ ~n 
oorlatruated • t P~~l99 '\nd ~7198. Oo:no11t10n ~"'W1d3 "In'! );1' ,ioll·,r,:, "C 

ero.~ed t".!! r1"~r "I.rd. tl t) IJ'e1,",O )ei.~;e cJ q~r 'e :) . ,',)5. ".! rql1.n.-j 
ftI!I oVt .. r .," ~1.':22"l1. ,,~o .Mor ~",I eros:p,l q.'l y~":.)u': ~ •..,'{" -'l9J·~t,1·: t .,t 
." 8OO~ "II tl- .. f,!"'''S l)",~ "e~~· c1.MM-1, it \1fCJ.1f· ')~ :l '<!orn'lri. -:'ro:-ps 
emfIJ~1"'g th. r1"'~r l"t~ \"u ~,!""",,.~,' SJt!!Ll1 ~r.lI": :~!'':'. 

Ttt. ~attlllion ec.m:a~·d.r r,ot-! "h-' Co:niJ'lt,:C ' '1,' :, c, '.n' ;"fic'fj' 

oont.rol h..,j"ullrt.8" ·..,u1-1 "I) ., t <?17l98. 

4 bitter .trug~l. too" ;>l'~o'" t· i" f)~I!·:.v'.":1 (;1':' ' '~r-~'«. .( to'! 
t.... 8 "r1dgl9!'1 h,,':! ">~HT\ '3cr:strIH,t-,·. ri "1Cl1y tro :., 11.!.J ~:)O:ln 1creens ,.() 
aH,l!Io~ b .. htnd "r,d vtd'>t11ty in tr.", v~l1eY r·s '>OCr'. 

"",8 ~.t..·....l. tor. observer !~.ut loc.' ~'l t.Vl~ '~') '~;~ ~Y~81 t:l. ' .,. jug in 0-:1 

th~ el0r" "nd O"st o~· ~.lonte ';as·,1no j~.ut ;'1'0'''' . ,,~bb~. ~"i9nd1Y' Art­
1.11 ft'3' ... p1~oine OOI"'O"'lntnt!ons ('I?'l t\..~3. l..,st,.llatlons. 

I ... the IIfte!""OOJ'l t .. 'lattallo!', ~'a~d~r Ilceo 'l8d.~1 !>y ; 1s Jtatt ,.-(~ 
00IIP1!1D7 ~11111.",deT'~ .t'.e!:de·: " oor,tftltnc"t at Jombat ~o.T;"'1",d "8" ;.d"'uart.era 
to r;lan for th., IU'IIOM l ~ruat a01"01l' th8 lapido. ., "\1·i~.1:.A'1otJ ~:1In&l~der 
~.-et"d ...... t Comb"t ComTll8rd ",. ;tlsc, 't'-:? r3QOV'lT' ",~;, :c' 1)'1 at des1.gn~t~d 
pobt,s on 1:.1,W...,. ~ lIr.d ~{9sr t\:~ ',r"'dgltl! on ~J '1 river. 

In til"" l .. t, 8V""'~!g t.' .. ;;"3 :l,~ :Obllt ':'.Qm·:''\r.1 "'3" :!n11}' 'lnd IItahd 
t~1t Ul. lattal!on .f('uld be or~ one hour !llert 3t.Bt.O~ ,?rt"cti--a l:'>T) loum 
19 ;-IIIbruarv 1944. 

'M-II! 3attlll1on M!lfl 'n..1 o· n o.. ~ ~.,,:;r .,l'Jrt "t",t.u.., ~rl 1"'lb' U'~ry 'lftit ­
1"', 1~"'+-ruotton. f!'Ol!' OoIIbat Oommtmd 113". A. t 113 5 hOUM, .;o.';luat. Jo.! -"Pod "J" 
0&11e4 &he Jlltt.dion UoIr'nAnder .~.,j 9t..t~(. t; r.t :" ~ ht,t.:,:'or~ ·.1o~d liP':':, 
I"fJY8rt to It two i our alert .~"ltu8. 

Tn M',", .arly .rt.moon our .4l1 r ,"ny':" o~~.- "~r' c.,l ~ , ~ 1". ~1 ret lC.'rt ,~  

to t· tit 3attalioTi ~.nJ8r 1,"'1+.. (, ~ h",J loo!lt ~\l t.:.'3 e·.! srt.G') 'lP,f h'l~' 'fry 

~JI-at .. laying artillery OOf'lO.~ : Mtions 0' '.;., )r1dc'" Y''}c.:m i.l:· 1"l1d c1'~lOS';  

.. \.~ ra,ldo Fl..."r.ilte Coa"-"Y "C" O"1Arv'3r di r·lot.d r~ TI'9 t'>-lr :,' 'l c:)'37tIJ ;~  
3atta11c1a or II Oorpa lr'111.,.,.. .~:. sr~1IIy lJat.ter,y .'e 10 '!nt ,d st 842182. 

Qo'")d ~ult. 1M" "u1ok11 o:,tl'l1l1't:1 '''cl :pon,. 'tel' oon...1:1 ·r<:tl.or. lrlS l,.id ~:.  

this IllT8ll, a Il'f'lIt &1".1 ot 1IOV'4I:I'JT1t ..s ob~I9l"7.,d 'url ":'!I ~'tw:1y BAt of' JOl­

or.d 8'tet. 11~Jl't1l "nd '!'Ook.... !t "".. bel1tfV')(~ n '>·.~~ral ~"''''.r.:r COMOl) '1'Ir~  
y.,nlo1.. 1M1"e delll'I'07e4 
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Be -"-It OJ"deh WN luue4. .'-, ·S· lind "0· Ooapenl". reoe1?ed naru81,ng 
_.,. aftUlel7 tire 111 their ana durin, the night of 2! yo·...,ruar,r. No 
fU"Uee.re ntIti.., .. all n..tl"OTeft eel peNOllHl WN nll due iD. 

fo date the otftoen laBel lIlli.ted II~ of th18 !attal1on hno b... aftJ'decI 
'2_~ SUTer Stan ad .we,-tour PUrpl. H-n.. Qole Oak Lea1" CluaWr 
.... ala b.- nude4. . 

lap Retn.Doe. ltal7 1.50,000. 

A'........... 

1. Cop)" ot Un1t Joamal 
2. Ovu'la,y. of Po81tioll8 

,). ~1"8ODJl.l equal.U.. durtnc Pf9r1od 

4. Materiel cS..'J'OTM or daaagee! b;y an..,. action 
5. &1..- Cu1alU•• oauae4 b7 6~6th 'I'D 8n during period 

For the Battalion ao-ancJel'. 

~~ 
"!S D. ~ANS 

t t.t, ~rMu,r 
'On!t Ilinol'iaD 

J.
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~ i-'ob 44 ") '1 '} ') ') 1 'J ") 

l.! /eb h4 2 2 ") ') ) 3 ") ') 
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1. total. ar-a4ituJoe of '" aaurdt10ll dur1n, the 
period ... U,aoo JIOlZ'd8 of H. ~., 182 I'Olmds of 3" 
aoa, ed 2 ro.a. 01 A..p.O. 

2. t.tiaaW meq })$rsonnel kUled. Due to the 
natu:N of ....u.. .f \his Unit 4urlnr th1a ".rlo4 
no aootII'II'M ...mate or ...., k111ed ~ b...de. 

3. ....,. -'-1&1 dMt1"078d. During thia ?"r1ot 
thU oJPDi-t1aa _bN7ed 14 ~ oocnrpiAd hOWl",
2 ...., S.p. yebW_, l _..,- tn.ta, ea :3 _-., 
tala. 




