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be The tL.xveelich ul 1s oapable of destroyinz enemy armor .
installations at o _:egicr ran ¢ tian an; other mounted direct fire vea on
bedng used by our 'vicig, wi Srox selscted positions is more capadvle of
eovering forwa:d e nt of iefentry and tanks, In column movemenis a.on
roads or avemuss > icviriow, it 13 a distinct tactical advantage to ave
tenk destroyers i~ i ¢ rear of the tanks where they may depley to the
flanks and high -rourd tc take the ensmy under fire if resistanoe is uet,
It 18 wll %o reuccubor thot the tank destroyer is capable of assunin
indirect fire poaitions and can be used to fire on targets that can e
reached only by indirect fire weapens, : :

¢, Vhen establishing read blocks with the tank destroyers a conm=
ponent part of the dGefense, the pesitions of the tank destroyers should
ornthodlood.ngorth. site for the road block sinoce the primary ob~

ve of the roac block is to step vehieular traffie, The Tank Destro, r

mu be in a ull=down, cevering poaition in accordance with the te rain

their cunty to fire st longer renges than the averags antistank
wegpon and sighted to Lave flanking fire on the sppreaches of the road
It 48 s _ egtcd 1.t it be a standard operating poliey that all
road blecks be ymmﬁvtl ritl: mines and obstacles, permitting my anti-
tank wegpon thnat 1s omjlo,cC to have ample warning of the ensmy's ap~
proach, 3inoe tank Jestroyers are blind at night, it is susgested tiat
during the heurs of darkness certain of the infamtry personnecl covering
‘the read bleek sheuld e equipped with flares mo that if the ensmy at-
tacks, the flases oan Llhuminate the area and permit the friendly asati-
tenk wespons to soe thelir targets, :

d, “hen establishing strong peints, the leocation of the tank c: s~
troyers are depondont n;on the location of the infantry pesitions smince tie
niseion is not solel, tc step vebiaular traffies,

o, Tank xetroycrs s.ould be relieved of static anti-tank defcuse
roles as soon as L.c iactical situstion permits, This will allow the tan
destroyers to ¢ uucsed ut critical avemues of tank appreach, To em}lo;
them in twe's over iGe w:ees moars that no area ean be held against a
determined attack,

T3
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f, Wen contact with the enemy is lost, tank destroyers should
Mboudunpdmtomdnmm. A ressunaissence sereen, msuntec

sheuld preceds the ¥+10's %o nake eontast with the enemy, .
mawm&etﬁmudwtmuqmugm
m.ﬁ-mﬂtofthcirnnmrdﬂnutmmm 4:(9
valusbls pieee of equipment te direct fire weapons,
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At the begindng of Aujust the Jattalion was 1n bivou:c
: a; the waliano staging area, with the 3attalion SComxmand ‘ost at
673C.

[
The destrcyar and othur vehicle crowvs vore bhusy wator-
proofing and maintaindng thedr vaiicles and radics in repar:tion
for a movemant by water.

Various nembors of the ‘aticlion 3teff kopi constant
lintson with the Thirty~3dxth Infontry Division staff and the
attalion Commnder prepared tho vivision's antd-tank plan for
the forthouiing oparation, The .nttalion Exsoutive Cfficer, with
thoe assistance of the Mmttaliem rmn..mrt S -rterocster, repirod a
vehicle loading plan and porsonrel loading roster for the at-allon
prior to esbarkation,

The. fattalion Transport lorimmasier and ascigioanty
coordinatad all plans with thoso of e Jlvislon rangperi n- rtsm-
master. Those conferred daily at the Mvision's doclkho.se, ‘aql:s,

Italy,

The iptialion Souwnder :ttonded Mvlsion ond Corps core
£srance ot the Qockhouse, laples, vhare plans rogording tho :etiale
fon's part in tho coming operatlons were Jrawn up, “roud: {vogizni
Cavpanr coinondorg and staff Eficors coniaronoeg, final pluns w.oro
Gscassad and mado on leaddn and the missior of the ctialion in
the coming I 4lVIL oparaidion.

Tiroughout the first Yivo duys of the wenth the attulios
sontimied treimng in accordance with a ten~-houwr doy training ucnode
wlc, The destroyer Cormpanics placed aaphasis on revieus of Mrect

o indirest firing procedurs, formiard observer uethods and radic
procodure, Leconnaisscnce Corpany condueted a strenous sshedilo i
mounted and dismounted patrols. lecomaiesance Conpany'!s :icneer
flatoon roviowed the nomenclaturs and the techniguoe of firin, dia 51
¥ moptar as woll as practicsl vorh in the clearin; wnd lydng of
mine £iocldas.

n & MApust the 'aticld o hold 2 -roseutation Gercny,
at vhich the Comxmnding Camernl, Thifbwuixth Infantyy Pivisian, Q'}
o4
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lajor, his duties remaining the same.

Gn the momming of 11 o Class "A" Agmmt Officers from the
respestive units shboard LST yopeld Fyench Imvegion Ourrency to
the persomnel who had previcusly submitted Italian Iive. At 0930
hours an officess’ conference was held where the Battalion 3-3 gave
an crimtation en the Thirty-Sixth Infantry Division'’s miseion in
the izvasion of Southerm Fyenes.

Noet of 12 Mugust was spmmt evienting the pervermel aboard 187
612 on the fortheoming imvasion., A% 121500 Augs t 1944 the convay start-

was blown each pricy to sunset, BDuring this time the eseort
Navy destroyers laid a mmoke sereen over the oconvey.
O t 14th the sbip's Japtain anmoumeed that "V* Dey wms 15
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RESTRIY

.areas to asoomodate the Battalion CF as wall as the Recommsissance Uoupany.

At 1135 house the Commend Greup closed into its new area at 614312 4n
the vieinity of Les Plaines,

During the moruing the first section of the firxst platoom of Cempany
"3" destyoyed one amemy cemmand car, one enexy truck and sm estimatedf five
enemy persomnel were killed as & result of these setioms. Oomoany "0”
knooked cut one enemy 88 MM gun at 213516 and the 24 platoon of Company "C"
eapturad 20 priseners a t 594348,

"A" was attached to the 1424 Infuntry Regiment in its edwance
nortiwest an Mohwey 7 from Fregus to Le Kuy. The 'A" Campany ki-13's weze
lesMn+ the rerimental ocolumns without benefit of rooconnaigsance elements
4n front of tham when thay ran into an saemy strony point. The lead Mel0
::s hit by direot fire weapons, killing two of tho crew snd destroying the

10.

The-Battalion's Liaison Cffiocer with the Thirtyesixth Infuntry Uivision
0P reported to the 3atielion Commander at 162230 Ausust with the information
Shat Compeny "3" was to be relieved from its support of the 1434 I'CTa
170700 Aupust and would he attachad to the Butler Task Toree, The C
"C* Liaigon OfMMoer, who was at the Battalion JP, was ;iven the instruotions

7 Compaxyy "C'g being attached to the 3utlar Task :orce. e lef't
the CP immodlately to contast the Commending Cfficer of Ccavany "O¥, who
s to make arrensments for a suartering rarty to neet slew~nta of the Task
Force at “'2 rosd fumetion 4783F4 ut 171570 iuguat, whils the rasainder of
Gompery """ mms t~ closs Into thet arse by 1600 hours.

4s tho situation was fust moving the Uattalion CF wai alerted and em
the moruins nf the 17th & new OP was set up at 396397, in tha vicinity of
la Ferriere, iiembers of the staff immedlately left to oontact ths carpene
des to lsam the aitustion existing in their seoctors.

Feconnalssange Company was zivem a niassion by thi “ommandin: .oneral
of the Thirty-3ixth Infantry Division., The Company wes to satrol the road
from Truns on Provenca to la iiotts to 3agnols. The first and third latoons
wers to be used on the patrol. The Reoommaigsance Company SP would bo sste
ablished at Truns en “rovence.

The Esoonmmissance Cempany would continue with its aissico uniil ree
lieved by tho Commending Genexul, 36th Infantry Division, It wao later
leamad thot an sdditional mission hsd been given to heconnaissanos Company
which was after the patrol reached 3agnels it was to teke the main road
north to attom;t to contact the paratroopers at Callain and when this cone
tact was mads, the patrol was to turn to the road jumction at 542551 and
attsmpt to verify reports of the onmay in Fayonce., Upom acoomplishing 3 i
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thds wlasion 1L «ould chon retum to tha road junction, cum rest und
contact Lha is lesonnaisaosnea Troop % Callain., Shortly after storte
ins on tiis miscion wne first lutoon of taconnaissange Com.anmy, ocon-
sistiny of twenty wen, ran into sn anemy stron- point, ifter a hHrisf
Ay ULt thigy sutceriad in destroyir, o stron; Doinl and cepiured
€7 eizovers: e wera wurmzd ovar e toa Wivision T 3tocksda,

LA T a0 isssnce Jompany rrore3ssd on 1ts mission it wams loarmad
Tl e vl Ty e #Tie 6:d reconnoitarad to ot l o 3= molas wa ite
prtoo’ e ow inte maerous voad bloeks, Giton raaching 3amels frifedly
trocue a1 oL aglel,

L3

Sd 0w 0f eompany o0 eaptursd 30 snany persounsl on the
17th of i mzt, The 24 Hlatoon of Jompany ‘3" joinad the 24 atislion,
1.t 2o, fagelse  <as 23 platomm of company '3' contimund up the
0o0a3t in s .ort of e lst dattalion of +the lilst IST and moved into
rasarve woo:iiicoe L .rejus. Jus flrat platoou was meintaining a road
»lock on *1t Lumas=Frsjus rozd in the vieinity o’ 2682€4.

The 2+ 1atoon or Jsompany ‘7 s#ith ons comoany of infaniry was iven
the minslor Lo oiewoss WoLLa coastal rosd sast oI St lapheel and clearx
out tie houo 't u:f'anses that vere by-vassad in ua initial stayas of the
orermiticn. ag; sucezeded in destroying 6 enamy plll voxes and cupturding
4l sriscnars ville zaaistin, tae infantry in clearing out Lhe consial
instdlintlons.

CLT S ey contitusd Lha suposort of ths advmnce of the 1424 Infantry
ey inte Jratuloman,

£ L0545 wuwst Lo 1st Jlatoon of Sompany S movod out with the
leadin :larants of Taak :orce Jtler on the main axis of advanoe through
sraguiman to oe followad sLortly Uy Coupeny 'S laes two ulatoons. The
2=2 left Lw o o oontact the Commanding Offieer of lesonnaissance Jom-
pany and rive Linm ¥ new w:ission which waa that aftsr -hoering on tiis pare-
troopars at “ontoanroux the »»trol wes to aeontinue with its mission to
Feyesnes, The Sattelion Commender desired additional informatlon concemning
iIgyenoe, such as 1 tha anemy #ere dug in just north of tons tom and to
verify mort: of two mamy o+ uns b2ing in that area, If thare was
nothing in :nayence, tia patriol was to discontinmue its mission toward 30th
Ixoconmis Jmeo iroor snd © north from Fayemce to wons, If resistance

met in iayvance the pativl was to set up an ocutpost to observe snexy

ivitcy

“he 2d nl:toon of keeounaissance Compuny, while on its patrol mission,
wns strufed by iour Pe47 Thunderbolts at approximetely 1200 hours in the
vicinity of 546526, One srwmored ocar end too nuarter=tons were deetygpe’
wiile one of'icer, lst Lt mul K, MegKes, 0-1323909, was killed by machine
aun £:re from the plenes, The Recomnaissanee Flatoom utilised yellow
80l 5 pricr to the seoond strafing but three of the nlanes strafed s sesemd
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tine, .t about 1315 hours the 937th FA 3attalion plao=d fire on the
feconnaiscance Company CF which was located in 5t Faul, This fire

wag ™Mnellry bhroucht under eontrel and storped after the Jattalion S-2
had ocontactad the Idaison Cfficer with tha firing unit, who relayed

the nassogo to Division Artillery and all artillery battelions possivle,
notifyin- ‘b thet friendly troops wers in 3t raul, The first -latoom
working north from 3t Faul captured 39 priscners of wex after a brief
fire "i 1t

in the avenin- the 3attalion Joamander visited uns Uivision GV
and confarrad with the Commanding Usnaml, 34th Infantry Divison, and
gave hin informntion regarding the progress mada by Teconniigsunes
Comany and exvlained the partisulars of "z strafin: by friendly alr-
oraft sustained by the 2d platoon of Lecomnaissance Comnany, The Jatt-
alion Jormandsr suggested that a Foroe bs formed Lo include infantry
and TD's to clesr up the enemy pocket of resistanes in Callain, Two
gommariag of -he 141lst ECT, the 24 platoon of Comvany 37, thig dati-
alion, and one nlatoon of Reconnaisssnge Lompsny would eom-rise th~ “orece
to a ccontlish this mission., 4e a seoondary misseion it was suzrested
that *ha “orce mop up enamy slaments in Fayencs. The slements which
ware to =articivate in the force Wwera inomed and directed to assxable
in Bamolg., Compsny "A" wes relieved of its attaciment with tha 1424
70T as of 2900 hours and moved into an assomhly area in thse wicinity
of Drmmiman,

Durin~ this nericd the flret platoon of Company 'C" was in Lhe
vicinity of 3arjols oparatinz the flank slements of the 3utlar Task
Force, 1t had oontacted tha snemy on the sast adge of tom, nile
supporting tho infantry 4in clearin: out ths towm tho iirst plitoon
fired upon anamy parsonnel and vsiicles with good effect. Tha Tu's
remainad in noeition apuroximately 20)) yards east of Barjols waiting
orders to continue on their mission aftar tke town hzd bren tolan oy
ths infontry, The COF of Company “C" war asstoblished 3 miles aouth of
Fiez whers the main body of Tesk forece 3utler was = andin: the nizht.
It was planned that on the morninz oi tha 19th they would .ove ti:rcuzh
Ries and sacure three bridges at tha north end of the town. The Compeny
Commonder, Camramy 3", visited the CF at 0930 hours and reported thot
the 15t section, 1st nlatoon, Compeny "37, was mainteining a road hlock
on the Cammes«Frefus road in the vieinity of 26826, while the 2d ssetion
was mainteipines one in le viocinity of 228608, ihe 24 rlatoon of Come

"3" moved out of 3t Faul with the Foree, its missiom bein: to sup-
port thaz infintry and Feconnaissunce Cempantyy with direct fire. Ity id
platoon movaed from the vieinity of Frejus to takae over tha road bHloek
at Jagnola. At 1300 hours Company "3" was supporting the infontry inm
its atiack on Callaln from the vest, The Force was regeiving mmall ams
and AT f4~», OUme vlatoon of Recomnsissance Campeny, this Battalion, and
one destroysr of Company "B* maintained a road block at 3t Faul, shile
firing on memy installations outeide Callain, lat It Robert L, Dodson, ,
0=2055900, was killed when sn snamy AT shell struck ‘he destroysr in Ve 4
which hs wa3 riding., It was estimated that ths opposition which this <
foree ancountersd consisted of 40 snamy foot troops, one 3P ;umn, two
personnel carriers, one AT g, and one all=purpose vshicls,
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The Battalion's lLiaison Officer with the Division visited the CF
at 1836 and reported that elements of Task Force Butler wers meeting
hsavy enemy resistance in the visinity of St Naxime.

The Battalion Commender resc=ived a ¢-11 from the CGhief of 3taff
of the 36th Infentyy Division at 2205 hours direst that he report
to the Division CP, Upon arriving at the Division CP and eomferring
with the Chief of Staff itwms lesrned that slements of the Battaliom
woro to form the advance guard for a Division column which was to march
by motor at 200640 August to the visinity of Sisterom, where Task
Foroe Butler was in contact with the enemy. The Battalfon Oommander
had been s :lected as commander of the advance guard, The adwance guanrd
was t0 consist of one recommaissance platoon from Recommaissance Come
pany, this 3attalion, Company "A" of this Battalion, a ocmbat platoon
of the 13t Jattalion, 143d Infantry, Gempmies "A" and "B" of tho 1,34
Infantry and the 93d Armored Meld Artillery Battalion. The Sattaliom
Commander culled the Battalion #Fesutive Officer and notified him to
alert Reconnaissance Compeny and Gompany "B" for movement to the Bette
a»lion CP area, Fecommalssance Company was to close into the Jattalion
area at 200600 Ausust with Company "B" sgtarting movement at the {irst
light 20 Ausust, OCompany "A" was to be prepared to movs from its preee
snt nosition ~t 200600 August. The Company Oommanders of Reoonnaissance,
"A", "3" Companies reported to the 3attalion CP where thay and mambers
of the staff, as well as the Commanding Officer of the 93d AFA Battaliom,
conferred and made final plans for the 200640 August movement,

At 200700 August the colwmn moved out from 311,75 with the route of

march being Dreguignean ~ Castellane « Digne - 3Sistsron., The columm
rasached 'alijar without incident, At this point a message was recalved
from ths Commanding General, Task Forve Butlor, directing that the oal-
umn »e hilteds An air OP had reported an anemy srmored oolumn some 30
kilometers to the southwest moving in our direstion, Klements of the
column #3210 do-loyad to meet ths thrsat, HKlements of our recomnalssance
wers ant out to intercept ths force but no contact was made, Upon order
of th:» Comandin: General o the column, march was resumed and reached
the Sistyron ares without contacting the smemy.

On ithe wornming of 21 Au ust, the Jattalion Gommunder called the
company com-nders of "A", "3" and Resonnaissance OCompanies to the Batt-
alion Or for a short conference. After oriemtins them on the acoomplishe
mants oi° hir Jutler Tesk iforce, nd tbe location of enemy troope close to
the Division's Ascembly area, reconnaisssnce missions were assigned.
Reconnaissince Company was :iven the mission of recommoitering the road
nets in “he vicinity o Apt and Ribers, Com-aniss "A" and "B" wers dir-
a0tad to maintain reconnaissance patrols in the vicinity of Les Nees
Chabarmis, ¥albelle, Noyers snd Fibers. It was sugcested that the 6&.—

troyer Corvyy Commandsrs sslect possible destroyer positions whilo re-
connoitarir.: southwest of 3isteron.

<
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Durinz ths afternoon th= Battalion Commsnder and xecutive O'ficor
vizited he Comuand Fost of *he 2Cth Infantry Division to lsam if
further plang had heon made for ths Division to continua 1ts advanoe
to the north, Tha Division G=3 informed the Battalion Sommander that
Recormaisassnoe Company had b-sm attached to the 1433 RCT and would sup-
port thet m't sith vigorous and extensive reconnaissance on {ta ove=
mant to thoe north, The company commandsr of lisoonnaiamsancs Sompeny was
informod o' ‘he attachment snd his oompany clesared the Sattalion erea
at 1700 ouxs, proesseding to ths 143d RCT's e3s-mbly area.

Te information waa reosived at 1717 hours thet in addition to Feo-
ommaissanco Company baein; assigned to the 143d RCT, Com-any "3 wws alse
assizmoad to that unit, Oompany "A" was a ssimed to tha 1424 PCT to -~iva its
troops sup-ort in its coming operation, GCompany "C" was to ramain with
the 3utler Task Forcs, which was mo# undar Division eontrol.

Comoany "A" was ralieved of 1 s mission of msintaining the Division
road blocks south of Vellons and closed into :ha Sattalion arva 2t 1630
houra,

Unon laayning of itz attachmsnt to thr 1474 PCT, Company 3" wme
alertod and meved cut o the Jattalion arsa, closin; into «hn 1734 FuT's
assambly orea west of Agpres sur 3uesh et 211900 Aumuit 44.

Ag it w3 the desirs o' the Commandin- Officer of the 1424 7iT to
bave 'lLic Company "A" destroyers in tha vicinity of Cap durin; the saviy
morninz hours of 22 August, plang we. a made 5y the ocompany commandaz
for Comnmany "A" to mecomplish this miasion. The 11t Destroyer Platoon
left tha JBattalion Area, 1ts desiination Jap, at 227190 Aurust, ile
th: remainder of the sompany started on it: lonr jourmmyy - dawn, 22
Aumust Ao

So a1 to uaintain closa cort~zt ith ‘ha serttared slamon®t: o7 the
Buttallion, tha Jattalion Commandar noved thz Jattalion Command .rour to
a a3it> ome milé north o Aspras sur Jusah on the momin: o~ 22 ‘wouse 44,

Shortly after tha 3attalion OF w25 93t u:, it was leamad th + the
Battilion®s Fecomnoissence Company and ona platoon of tha Compary *3¥
destroyors had spaatheaded tha 147d R2T's novam~nt into Grenobla, holng
tha lrst American troops to antar the city, The Comnmamy .ithdraw to
an 23serthly »rea south of tha town and gsent reoonn:issance zlammmts to
the -orthvest and Ribsrs, whar: no contact was mads with ths anemy.

The 2d Destroysr Platoon of Com:sny "3", supportias the 2d 3attalion
of tha 1133 ¥IT, was agiress’'vely pushing to tha 2ast from uap and was
in tho vicin'ty ol Chorges,

The 3ottalion Commandsr nlannad %o ~ove tha 3attalion Sommand Jroup
to Gromoble on the 23 August 44, but reversed his decision uvon bainz ine

form>d % the Division =3 that a rigiment oi the 45th Divigion was ~adng ~. -
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to rrlisve the 143¢ 1UT at Grencble, vurin: this pariod ths 3dattalion
8t«ff visited ths positions of tha Battslion's alemnants th:t were atae
tisned ovar 2 150 mile sraa. The 3attalion Sommandar and ivecutive
0f "1 :0y comtacted Feconnalasance and 'B" Companies at Ursnoble, Tie
8=2 visitad Lha 34 platoon of Comvany "A" in the vieinity of dulllestme
whils ths ose/ checksd wlth Company "2" positioned outslde of 5t .arcel
whara tan 13t sestion, 23 Platoon was interdicting Highway 7, the 24
eactior, 27 Mlatoon was supporting the infantry's attack on Hontelimar,
tie lat 2ni 34 rlatoons were maintaining rosd blosks in the vicinity of
Agr ot scrtin, Jomany 07 destroyer 18 asmamy vehicles during the 234
Of‘ ?a'.l"lllsf\;.

1the snttzilon Commonder anc bescutive Officor returnsd to tho Date
tulion OF -t 240210 Ausutt 1744 and stated tl.at they had sccompanisd
Reconnaissonc: Uam sn. wnan it apsarheaded tha 1L.3d FUT's edvance to
Bourg de y:ace, urriving too:ve at 231930 Auzust 1944. Citizens of the town
ghoved oroit anthusiesm »%t tha arrival of the first “marioan troops.
FRoads to the north and west were reconnoitered as wall as th+ lateral
roal: fram sours de Faege to Crest,

At 0700 reurs, 24 Autuat, The Battalion Commander issusd a warning
ordsr to th2 eof a¢ct that the Ccomand droup vould move to Crest about
0900 hours. An« dvance atall was selscted and sent forward to salasct a
Command ozt <ite, The vehicles of the Command Group wers moving on
ti:a Aspres sur luecheCrest road by 0915 hours, w7hsre thay would join
slemants ot e 36th In antry Division, The Command Group closed into
itz OF site, one halfemils south of Crest, at 1315 hours, The 3Jattalion
Commander visite? the Somneny “C" positions durinz t:is period, and upen
roturnin - to tiiz Cr, stated rhat Company "C" was snoountering aiwor from
ths eneryy's 11gh tanser Division.

Durin  the late avaning the village of Crest was haressed 5 anemy
artillsry shell fire, eatimated to be 170 MK or larger.

Tha dastroyers o Comneny "3, with one compeny of the 1ilst Infantry
ridin; on tha 1i-10's, left Grenoble st 1715 hours for Sourg de Foage, M -
21,0 hours the “orce arrived in ths sity and immediately sst up strong
road blocks on the Valsnca-Sourg des Peage road, as well as roeds leading
to tha ~ast and north, Later in the night the destroyers lead elemants
of tho 112t RCT in a night sssault towards Valense. Two kilometers
sact of tizir objective this foroe, without benefit of recomnaissance
elemants preceeding them, encountersd two smplaced 88 MK gung, As a
result of the destroyers participating in this night attack, three of
tha four destroyers weras lost, The two leading ¥-10's wers knocked out
before thay cuvuld ‘ir» a shot, the third wes destroyed as it attempted
to lank its onposition, and after firing only three rounds,

Tho oveny made a countermttadk in forse in the Gompany "C' seotor at
2015 i:.ours, but waa repelled with Oompany "<" losing two destroyere in the
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sotion aftsr uestroying one .«ark IV tank and one javio 1 errr.ar of the
amary orca,

[t s laamed at 250415 Ausust 1944 thet it was lilkely ta- " L .o one
ey Jould riko an armorad attack @t daylizht, wlth the rursosa o “vaesking
our linas sna sk: a route of escape “or tia cutflanked troons 4.0 are
attamovtin ' to wove to the orth,

vor any " and Reconmsissance Company wers reliaved of thair attach-
mont to .oe 1438 ECT, Leconnaigsance Comvany ravarted to the control of
the sattalion while Companmy "3" wers attachsd to ti=» 1ilst FoT, The 36th
Reconnaisacnoe Troop was attached to the 3zttalion with its reconr.isasnca
missions to be desi:mated b, the 3dattalion Commander,

4t 0830 nours tha Ge2, 36th Infentry Division, caliad tho P -nd
stated L2t an anemy arwored column was moving to the no'th with its
lea:dn r alamonts st Le Vonoourde.

At X)) and G=3 of Uivision called the OF and reruested that the
area north and south of the Drome biver be reconnoitered fram Crest
west to tha Rhone Fiver, The 3attalion commandsy directed th-t th» 3¢th
Resonn:is=ance Troop racomnciter thse ioud net from Crest to Loriol,
checkin: the tom to lemrn if it were clear of the anmmy. FEaco~naisaance
Oampany was to recommoiter the road nzt irom Crest to Livrem witha fins
nission of surveying Livron for aremy troops.

As the morningz peassed, information was recoived at the 3att~lion CP

giving the location of snamy oolumns and instaliations. ALamants of
the 117th Reoonnaissance 3quadron we:a attached to tha 3attalion, Thaough

0#%s established by the 3attalion's Feoonnalssence Uompany, the 36th Tacone

naissance Troop snd Troop G, 117th Feconnaissznoe Troop, which allordnd
surveilance of tho asator east of tho Fhone River Vallay, the Batt4lion
Commander was enabled to know all movem-nts oi th: anamy in the sector.
ldaison officers from the 36th Reconnaissance Troop and Troop 8, 117th
Reconmnmaissance Smuadron, esteblished themselves at tha C2 and suwmitted
all roeports ‘rom their umits to the aporopriats staff officore,

The dattalion Commendsr directed that th- 3éth Reconnalssanca froop,
Troop C, 117th Feconnaissance S~uadron and the Battalion®s Neconnaisamnea
Gempany astablish road hlocks aast of Crans and sast of Allex on sach aide
of the Drome Tivar west of Crest, At 1159 hours 1t was learmed that Com-
parry "A', 7534 Tenk Battalion, was attashed to the 3attalion, The 3attale
ion .Camander directed that the tanka, upon arrivin- at Crest, bs ~osit-
ioned at ths road blocks as support against any enemy that might a-rear,
Sevan assuult guns of ths’'117th Reconnsissence Sruadron wers in su-port
of the Jattalion to assist in repelling any attampt made by the anemy to
move an Jreat from the ~ast and sevar the Division's main exis o comme
unioation, -
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"t 1430 lours it was definit: thet the enemy occupied Livron and
loriol, and his armor was moving snd firing into Grane., The outpost
re orted enomyy tanks, infantrymen and other vehiclas in those sectors,

Throush the clo=e sontsct that was maintained bstween the Jattalion's
C:ts, the 3ettalion CF and Vivision headmuurters, the Divighon Commander
was kact wall informed on the gitustion sxistin. in the sector that was
wndsr thz iattalion Commander's control,

i 1510 Years the Jettalion Dweoutive Officer called the G-3, 36th
Divistion ~n'! -mva him the troop dlsnositions in the 3attalion Commnsnder's
sector, On “hr vorth side of the river, suproximetely fivse mil a wast of
Crnst, the Triandly rforces consistad of five medium tanks from th- 753d
Tank Jstt.licr, 1 Fagonnaissance rlstoon, Troop G, 117th Foconnaissznce
Srusdron, 1 Tecomaissance Fl»oom, this Battalion, snd two tank d ystioyexe
from Com rmy #4%, thia 3attulion, The fipendly force on the southern
bank o7 tha rtver was of similar strengsth, consisting of 1 flatocon, Troop
Cy 17th " acomnissance S~usdron, 1 Flboon 36th Reconnaissanocs i'roop and
thrre moddum tonvs, 7534 Tanr jattalion, 3outh of urane thero ware lLree
ansiult 1ma and one Ragonmsissance Jlstoon of the 117th Reconnaissance
3aurdron, 4 rond bloek convisting o one platoon of the 117th Leconnais-
anee s~ von and 1 platoon of 36th Recommaissance Troop was established
on > Srent-3ourg roud at 128776,

he Division w=3 callaed the CF et 1515 hours and raported that a cole
umn, Hallaved to be anemy, mms movine in the Drome Fiver bed from Allex
tor-rds Jdrest, 4ll forwsprd Or's were zlarted snd foct netrols ssut out on
gach cida of tbe river to maintain eontret with the revorted sclurn. The
dortallon Jormandar cdirscted that if th» column proved to b2 snamy, the
molion bone gould move to gositions longside the river und ire an it,
For t:c “ :~a > ragaive Toot patrols resonnoitsred and ohserved tna river
Dad wry Send no o widenos o tha2 column, kegeativa ranorts wer: regsived
fiom 211 ferward s on snemy movemant in the rivar bad,

e mant thut a sorarior énwy foree brasched tha defanses of

' tTons rara placed on tha bridre crozsin: the Jrome Fiver at
Jin Jattalion Commonder e glven the authorify to blow this
e i tnsddion warreantad,

S avendn i6 heocmo nore avidant thut th: sy bad int ntlons

¥ B! el h Jdrane acc on to Srest to efford Lim ancthar sseapa
ety et cevth, The forward slemaunts rageived snamy small smus and
LIV vy 71y, 4An oramy plane strafad the commandin- terraln on aach side
af S i e,

The Wivisicen =2 informad thaz dattelion Cormander thit Jom any "IV,
3th b-Araars, wes atiecned to the lettalion to be used ss infantry, The
B2 atatad oot the Commany A desty-yers would reliave the 753d tanks im
e wnd 100 ¢ « gomoany 0. infrintry already situated in tle tomn would be
gecnrisy Oor the destroyers. 3(/
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e 5-2 mas sant to destroyor positions in the vicinity of Qrane to
establish liaison with the Coupany "A" destroyers, as well zs maintain
liaioon with Task Foree Butler, which had been emplo,ed on the laft,

At 261000 August Ll a strong force of enemy armor and infantrymen
breached the lilst road block on ilgraay 7 at 93503 scuthwast of ia
Conccurde. The road blesk was composed of 2 nlatocns of JSomanyc ML
tank deatroyars, Compan, "i", lhlst 07 :ind Corpany “u", 143d ...°, the
enaqy opanod thle night attack with a heavy bvarrige of mortar and art-
illery fire, followod by an intonse small arms fire., iids foot troops
infiltrated the infantry positions and upom locating the poslitions of
our armor, fired flares to 1ight up the tarjet urer, tius ewnhliny his
tuks to sec U.eir tor;ets :nd tuko when under ol fective Tire. In the
engulnp two-hcur battle, ouwr wrwor, whiile returndng the emory fire, sus-
tained direct hits on six of the destroyors, five of rhich frmedictels
burst into flines, Tho remuindng twe desorc,ers and tie rwaoluing inf-
antry voare ordared to withdraw to the .10 seme DIfledn uadred yards W
th2 rocr of tha road block nositiorn,

tiie urest-ouryg road. AU, o Porce cor sesed of Hhree [oxrk 1V Lunl's, taree
hali=-tracks wid an ostiuntad £1fty irfanirmen, he socceadsl in foreing
our elwunomtec Lo withdraw some 2000 Uie cuminen (ire koo of the
two rocomnuirgswces 1aboons was not oottt o 1o oWl the »touick bat
after o uitdal conbtact, wit. 168335 LC vlw sLues, it sueccecael in
slowlii, bae enomg cowr and delaying hip wntll reindtars . onts wrrived,  .ne
platoca of Lel taniis from the 7534 fad satielicn ang ono rlatoon ¢ Jone
paryy YiM, 131 Infantrs, was rushed tc the threatened sector. The ahery
wo Jorcad’ e owrithdray o e noril wncer e ressure of this force and
thoe rcal slock s reesteblishad,
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curbicted the withelion .opp..neer =0 dafcinied hdm tnet a2 oattalion of the

ST o..0, Lbur LAviaion, guoperved by asildiery, tanks e wudk caswoy-
er., wou tu Vi Lote oot hlong wash ob Urost ol sl souoae cagpeasibility
ol Mg osunoor soitdh oo tne proue JVer, whareapoen wie wttalicn owoonder's
forcas in Hiat sectos were relieved. e @ daf o otaff cuoied .. the
ohtaldcn Jomrarder stiLL cornandoa e Jorees on e soctoorn Dk, Llalson

g

and dre Soaoicailiuno Lore esbabligeel geboopn the onlaiicon ond e 15Tth
LiThnle, oUoes o meinlain guordicacivn gnd suppert selwean e twu andts as
L, pdvanced Lo the west.  eeurIuiltennce sevgan, —suti: Jo atinlfon, movad
to positions south 0oF ‘ia .reng iver nger erong.

Troop Wb, 117th  ecomnaissonce quadren, vas iven the rdssion of
placing navrassing fire on “rone dariig: whe ol b oo 20 sagust, Loin, 1ifted
durly | o paricd wion matrels of ths 36th econoaissance Groop would e din
the vicimdty of the town, ihe 3bth cconnalssance wroc; woo reliaved of
1ts assigmant with the Battalion at 2320 hours.
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Jurin; th~ early morning hcurs ot 27 August Teconnaissunca Jor- any
seat a “atrol towsrds uJrane. Upon observirng heavy anemy concentration
in thy vicinity o~ the town, an C? wes 3stablished to watch itz meneuvers,

Jlosa contesot wms malntainad with the destroyor coujanias to xesp
8b1283% of chelr operations. The destroyers oi Company ‘A", attachad to
the 1424 7CT, wers reinforeing road blooks in th: vieinity of iiyons »nd
Mont>rision, with one section attachsad to Task Force dutl:r, The destroy=-
ers of Com=ny "8", attached to 141st KCT, mainteined antietank nositions
southwast of Condillae, Company "C", attached to 1413t RCT, was aaployad
acgainzt ‘le cnemy in the MNersanns gactor and assisted in repulsing an ene
emy count:r~tiack aimed to rasopen his sscaps routs to th2 north, In this
action 2" lom-any lost ons tank destroyer with 2 nen killed and 3 wounded
and suocesdad in tnockins out one ldark TV tenk wnd one d2rk VI tank,

Y oroen ii: zommanding officsr o” Teconnaissance Comvany renortad that
patrols "ra: %is unit had lound Jrane clsar o enemy troops., Upon verifie-
ation of tiis report, plans were nade by the 3attalion Sommander {or moving
an occumational fores and tha Command Jroup to Grane. The Division &3
assignad & forward observer wnd a battery of 155 artillery to the 3attaliom
as support or the misiion. The Division Chief of Staff gave the Settalion
Commandsr the nission of holding Urene and running vigorous reconnaissance
petrols to tho west, &lements of the 3attallon Ocmmander's force were
given a warning order regarding its move to Grane,

Shortly zfter sunset ths Command Group started moving to its new site
in the vicinity o Jrana., The 3attalion Commander went forward to silsct
positions of » defengivs nature to be occupiad by the tanks of Comoany "A®,
75°d Tonk 3attslion, Troop "C%, 117th Fecommaissance Squadron, Company "F¥,
3/4th T;in-ars, and the 3sttslion's Reconnaissance Compeny. A site for
the 3attalion's advanee unit was selected in Grane, A message Irom the
Goopandin ; Janera}l, 36th Infantry Division, to the Battalion Commander
directad that his®lorce attack west,

Uoon beoconing situated in the advance CP, the Battalion Camaander hald
s confareace of officers and platoon lasders of the forces under his command,
Be iss5urd a varbal leld ordsr for the 28 August 44 operation, stating the
plan of attack as for a patrol “rom the Battalion's Feconnaissance Compeny
to petrol ths sree north of Urene to the river, This was to be fol'owed by
one slatoon of the 7534 tenks, carrying one platoon of the 344th Sginocors.
Iroop "7, 117th Reoonnaissance S~quadron was given the uission of patrolling
the ~ree scuth of the road to tha high ground en the laft, to be followed
Wy one ‘laicon of Companmy "A", 7534 tan's, carrying one platoon 344th Inge-
ineers., (- -latoon of Com.mmy "A" tanks and one platoor of Company "™,
344th En 1no9re, wes to be hald in reserve. .

At an officers' meetin; at 293500 dugust 44 it was degided that the
117th Reoonnaissance 3surdron would move to the south on the left flank,
kea 'in; contact with Taak Foree 3utler. The Recomnaissance Campany Ploneer

RESTRIGTED -


http:Ittu.t.ed
http:rega.rd1.na
http:3att'llJ.cD

Prtoon woulc Tolleow o raserve tank sl:*toon, alertad to use 1%s ~ortars.
Crack »oint. we.~ 9-+tgoblishad and ths Jommand Zroup would follor +h: main

axi3 o sdvance. All mov-mants would bas su ported by artillery ‘ire, The
Division G=2 had zlven the location of all knomn and susnected mine fislds,

Tna attack ‘impad off at 2635 hcurs, By aprroximitely 112C hours 1t
sdvancad a;,roxim-tely 3030 yards agalns! scattared small awms anc machine
ger fire, Cur reconnaissence alements encounterod an snemy road dlock at
this point defsnded by tanks, infantry, mortars and antomatic weapons,
Artillary fire was plzced on ‘he area along with fire from the Plonser 81 MM
mortars whlle ocur foress rsorganized to attack théd road block in ‘orce, Twiee
our forces attacksd the enmy's well-defendsl position, onee on th2 righ*
flank nd once on bot%: flanks simultaneously, only to be rerulssd. Cur
losses wore two -4 tanks rit by direct fire and or=> an-ins-r %illed and
throe 7ounded.

it desk th» 8gttalion Commander ordered ths ‘orss to ocsuyy dafansive
positions for tha ni;ht. Patrols were asnt out to detemmine the mamy's
disposition and movamants durirns ths hours of darkness. The foroe under
the Battalion Commandsr was at‘ached to Task Torce 3Jutler ot 2172 hours,
27 \uust 44, for 1ts tactical employment. The asttack wes rosumed on the
20.h with the Thaoinsers oracseding the armor, workin- slons the h!~h sround
to tre left flank end rlong ths ‘lats to the river on the right. ihen the
infantry had reachnd their objeciive in the vioinity o.” 995755, ons platoom
of tanks moved cross country towsrds their objective while the 3att.lion
Commander led the remaining tenks down the higzhway,

The Battalion Commander sntersd the outskirts of Loriol at 1550 hours,
at which time h2 made contaot with the 1st Battalion, 1434 PCT, The tanks
wara positlionad on the high greund overlookinz tha town after the Battalion
Gommandsr had received orders that th: ammor would be relieved fram our
oontrol at 1800 hours, At aprroximately 1710 hours, upon orders of the
Camnandin ; Jen>ral, Task ‘orcs Butler, an attack west from Loriol was
lsunghsd 7y the tanks. This attack, without benefit of irfantry support,
was pushad Jowrard in an area stronily held by the enemy until 1930 hours,
at which time tha tanks revarted to tha control of the commanding officer,
1415t InTantry Eszimant, No losses were sustained by our armor although
thay inflicted haavy casualties to the snemy personnel,

At 2056 howrs 4k3 remaindar of the 3attslion Cammanderfis force was
reliaved o’ attachmant to Task Force 3utler and 211 wnits somprisiny this
force raturned to ‘he ocontrol of their narent unit.

The Battalion, less "A", "3", and "J” Comnmaniss, was placzd in Divisienm
Yegerve,

On ths 20th of August ths Battalion, less "A%, "3, and "C" Companies,

moved to 1 now =ree st 122944, Recennaissance Sompeny was attached to the
1/1st RCT with the mission of protecting the left flamk of ths Regiment and
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ANNEX NO, 6
NS A'D
Por the - < iol fruw 1 weptember 1943 to 31 AMgust 1944, the foll win .

pamed membe.' . U .lc cr.unlzation has been awarded the Diatinguished wervice
Cross for exizac:xlinary heroiam in actions

N AL ANTK OR ASN CCik 7Y
GRADE
MILLFR, WILLIA . Pvt 37147168 ided Det

For the period from 1 September 1943 to 31 Mmgust 1944, the followi:;
naned members of this organization have been awarded the Silver star for gal-
lantry in action:

PYLAND, VA ¥, . It Col 0=236089 Hq

PEARSON, ALLC F, Capt 0394225 Co "A"
GOULD, GLENYN L, . st Lt 0=1823729 Co "B"
BOYSA, ALPHONS. J. lst Lt 0=1301601 Co "Cn
COLE, WILLI.. =%, 2d 1t 0=1703021 Co "C"
DOD8SON, ROBER. i 24 1t 0=2055900 Co "3
MURPHY, RAV L7 G Stf sSgt 20802898 Co *C"
SP ARKS, 030 % G. Stf sgt 38035783 Co "3"
DAVIS, WAYMOI" A, : Sgt 38052288 Co "B"
PAITERSON, ROSTIT Lo sgt 38038542 Co "G
YOSY, EDWIN A, - sgt Ne627 Co "Gt
BENTLEY, HESTIR Le cpl 34333328 Co MC"
COVAN, JOHN L, ol 20817342 Co "BW
JORDAN, JOSEPH H, cpl 37163668 Co “C"
LORANCE, GH. 1.5 Ge cpl 20814658 Co "C"
O'BRYAN, JUud! .& cpl 35/84581 Co "C
STERNER, K.id o .. cpl 13011240 Co "C"
WELLBORN, Jasi. T Cpl 38035985 Co "C*®
STRIMAN, Ge s (IoC.) Tec 5 38177868 Co "C"
WARD, ROBu G Tee 5 33039044 Co "C™
SMITH, ROY C. lvt 1 al 37419335 Co "C"
§Y0KES, CLAJ. .. ivt 1 al 38453151 Co ®C*
STOKES, CLYD" T, vt 1 al 38463140 Co "C"
MNDERSON, AT S, Fvt 32767048 Co "3n
JORNSON, ALVIL 3, Pvt 20805648 Co "C*"
SOOTT, CHESIL.: (‘"‘) Pvt 39324290 Co "C*®

ANNEX MO, 6 SECRET |
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For tic ; .wod foom 1 Jeptember 1943 to 31 agust 1944, 4.6 Tcllow.
named e s o) Uhdg vigaadsation have been awarded the Sronse .lus cio
for gallane::, v actient

LA, w2 . Lajor 0=-1822375 lq
BYUTCKIL., Cayt 0=1168206 G "
w;uﬂ{‘w, S e Capt 0-380858 Hed .ot
YCOKL T, 0, lst .t O=182%0% iten o
' ‘I‘ha, [ . -0 lst b 0-1171509 Hq )

L74, war 2 it 0=2055061 Hq <o

SQATH . lat gt 38050868 Lo T
LT, . . AL ogt 20218106 L en w
BALT L, ‘. g 20313147
NP ’), : . .gt 23817003

PR osT, . Jt L6990 G
L: Gk, s . Tee 4 37146535 o
VULl ol o, . iec 4 37146683 e
Sal 4y - N Tec 4 o

DICK'Y, Ve + . o oi 360 2608
HAY., 404 o opl 20816556
Balr gy 70 s .0V @ ol 38052105
Rﬂ:, oA . 5}«1 371‘)3423

¥
]

Co
L
SO
on
o
3298357 Ren
Co
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o
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Lo

J?ﬂ IL".. 3:7 T . Crl l'mm953 y " ot
A v Gl 37146364, Go .
AL ST . Tec § k14 VAaur A Co .
BRIy 3 v . Tee 5 320395 Go ".™
LILY, \ldi, . Teec 5 23036700 ad e
LR G2 . - Tec 5 3523207/, wo
Ji L-.C”, Tec 5 200160 30 LBG ain
VoY, » T 33030232 w

y ‘ Lac 5 37146552 den Lk
ek, . Tee’s 380509 NGRS
S LY s Ce o * e It 1 el 3803?‘)33 Lo

Ta s, . vt 1l el 7285385 .en e
Lt g v i vt 1 Cl Z)Elblﬂﬁ KX - JsE
LI s . ivi 1 ¢l 31305654, e <
HArily Jo , vt 1 ¢l 35213572 Len o
Mlaaloy i ivi 1 cl 34053813 Hoa <
BILL, JA. . svi el 20813705 ot
UG 4Ly, o0 . +svi 1 el 37146392 HeL
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ANFX N0, 6 Cont'd

ROBISON, JA..: "
SiNIERS, WECL'Y C.
VESH, JOHN (1)
ANTOLIK, IKIL J,
BACKSTROM, DONALD G,
CANFIELD, GLIN i,
CARLE, ROBLll' .
COLLINGSWR: ', . vl Ve
LYON, ROBZR 7y .l
MONROE, VU2 & (7 1)
NEILL, S5&7 T .
SCHUM ACHE?, 137 01D T
TOLIP, SIRU'Y 2,

ANNEX %0, G

SECRET

(N

38037078
38304294
37659906
333/8166
37146508
37147150
20815861
20814633
34504180
36429449
33278086
370440 0
344221

GO ncn
Co "C"
Ren Co
CO ﬂd':
wen Co
Ren Co
len Co
Co ngn
Ren Qo
Co HC"
Hq Co
CO llcti
Co Hat
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o oan ) sejtember 1943 to 31 August 1944, the 1oL
-. zo nx.ization have been commended by the ¢ .
:vision for exceptionally meritoricus c«
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BRUUSKNER, Luldis i'e 0=1168190 uvapt [ U
DRIadubh, MG Je 0=1175104 1lst ut FA Bx v
5PRU.L B, GhOTGE . O=lo 275 lst it Fa ilat Jomdr
Fidiey wCARLES Fo 01173263 1let it FA rlat sondr
GBS, JEUBL e JRe O=-1524314 1let it VA ' rlat sondr
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