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HEA.D~A.RTImS 636th TlNK DBSTROfIR BlTTALI(Jt 


Ott1ce ot the Battal10D Commander 


AFO 	 /1:>4, U. S. A.rarr 
5 Mq 1944 

SUBJmT, Tran_ittal ot Records. 

to : ec.manding General, Pltth lrmr, .lPO /1:>4, U. S. Al'mY. 

1. PursUant to 1nstructions contaiDed in Letter, Allied Force 
Headquarters, dated 20 April 1943, tUe .lG 314.7/389 c-M, Subjectl 
Historical. Recorda and Histories ot Organisations, transmitted herenth 
Operations in ltal.7, AprU 194A ot this Battalion. 

~ " 

2. 	 Cono1usion81 

Daring the past month this battalion has been in a rear area 
_gaged in training and in serviCing and replacement ot equipaent. 

War Departamt Training Circular No.2, dated 7 J anuaI7 1944, 
baa reached us and it broadens the use ot Tank Destl"07er Units as rein­
torcing artUle17. Our _plO1JD8nt during the last operation brought 
c1ear17 to our attention the need ot personnel to operate fire direction 
canters and since we haYe tollowed Tra1n1ng Circular No. 2 in training 
this need ot personnel tor a tire direction center has been emphasised 
..811 aore torcibl7. 

Actuarl.l7 each compSlV needs sOIDe personnel tor tire control 
when tiring artUleI7 IIlisslons as well as a central control center at 
battalion headquarters, but arry proria1on that can be made, even it it 
is onlT a liJIited number of personnel to be llBed at the battalion head­
quarters, will be an improvement over the present Table ot Organization. 
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HEADQJARrERS 636th TANK I12S'BJYER BATT ALlOI 

Al-O 464, U. S. Arfq 


311q 1944 

OPEMrIONS D ITALY. RBIL 19M 

The tirst ot April round the Battalion ill the 36th lDt_t17 Dl'f'1aloll 
area near lIaddal.cm1. Most ot- the work takiDg place 1D this area 11'&8 Jlm­
t.wmce ad _all arms and mach1ne gun tiring. ill cOIlp&D1es cleaned their 
'fth1cles aDd most of the vehicles were given a Dew coat ot caoutlaee paint. 
Aa mob entertainment as possib18 was fUm1sbed the aen ot the Battalion in . 
the YItq' ot picture shows, live tilO." pas.s, and IIUS athletics. 

On April 3d the S-J and ,s..l HDt with the a-:3 and a party trom 36th 
Intar:rtry ~:ri.a1on to reconnoiter new positions tor the m:ds1on and attached 
units. The area covered was 1D the; vicinity ot Trentola. (partering parties 
wre cl1rected not to go out until sent by D1"f1s10n. 

1 

On jpr11 8th the Dlvislon Commanier presented Si1'ftr Stars to officers 
ad MIl of' this comma at a Battalion review held 1D honor of the officers 
aDd men to be decorated. Those decorated were Lt Colcmel VAlf W. PYLAND, 
2d Lt AIPHON~ J. BOYSA., Cpl JOHN ~ 0011., and Pvt aidER soon. 

]bring the afternoon of April 8th the S--J and S--4 18rt tor the vicinity 
of' Avellino to select a new bivouac. area. G-J, 36th Intantry D1nsion, led 
the parties from the Division and attached UDits. 

The Battalion began movemnt to the new area at l245 Jpr1l9th. The 
t1nal elaients closed in the new area at 1'100. '!'he new Battalion bivouac 
area was located t mile east of' Cels1 in the vicinit,. ot 635505. 

BattaU.on bivouac areas were 1Ilproved. and llaintenance of 'ftbicles was 
carried OIl AprU lPth and llth. A Battalion training schedule was started 
on April 12th. 

On April 12th the Battalion Collllan<ier, Lt Colonel VM W. PYLAND, was 
transferred to the 7th Replacement Depot to await w.rface transportation 
to the United states. On April 13th Colonel J AIlES C. FRY, was placed on 
TD with the Battalion, per Ltr Hqs, 36th Inf'antr;y Diris1on, dtd 13 April 
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ntring the period April 17th to 21st all firing companies cond1.~ted 
dimct firing with 3 inch guns on a range selected by the 8-3. Appro:x:l.­
matel.y ~ rounds per gun were used in this training. Individuals who had 
DOt tired 8IIlall &.ms completed tiring ot these weapons. 

On April 21st Colenel FRY was detached from this organization and sent 
to the 88th Division. lvTaj or IUBose bee_e acting Battalion Commander. 

All companies went through the gas chamber UDder the direction of 
captain l1nnison. starf Officers made aD inspection of tbe companies 
OD. April 22d. 

On April 25th the 5-3, 36th DiT.laion Artillery, gave a class on observed 
ad UDObservad tire. CoIDpany Commeuxlers and EDcutive Officers attended. 

On April 26th the Acting Battalion Commamer, 5-3, and Reconnaissance 
CoIIpay Co.llulder made a reconnaissance of firing positions fo~ the Battal­
iOl1 on the II Corps front. The 8-3 took the CompaIIY Comm81ders forward on 
April 28th cd went over tuture posltions with them. Since it was found 
that balWozers could not be used to dig the MeolO's in plans were made for 
aeDd:lDg personnel forward to do the wort. 

ntrl,q the morning of April 29th the Division Artillery sent artillery 
hatraction tees to each one of the line ooapa.es. The CoIIlmaDiing General., 
Dlv1alon Artillery, visited the Compcies in the mol"lling a180. He watched 
a d8llOnstration on the sub-caliber rcp at CompalV ns-. 

On AprU ):)th the 8-3, 8-1, and CoapalV Commarder, Co nA·, went forward 
to the gun positions to ohoose routes ot approach and to dl8CUSS tbe camu.­
flap pl"ObleJa with tlB 88th. Dh1a:lon Caouflap Otf"icer. Positions were 
aho seD ad passed on by the camouflage officer, Captain Rice. 

Map Reference: Ita~ 1: 50,000 

A.ttached Annexes: 
1. Copy of Un!t Journal 
2. Over~s of Iositlons 
3. Personnel Casualties during period 
4. Materiel destroyed or d_aged by enemy aotioD 
S. Enemy casualties caused by 636th TD Bn during period 
6. Awurds and Decorations. 
7. Omeera' P.oster 
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For the Battalion Commanderl 

. ~ 
JAMES D. IWANS ~

( Captaln,Infantry 
Un!t Hi8tor1an 
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ANNEX NO. 3 

BJtrrLE CASJ ALTY REPORl' 

GRADE 	 DATE OF TlPE OF PLACE OF 
CASUALTY CAroALTY RESIDENCE 

COMP.ANY • A· . 

*INGRAM, HAROLD V. 	 Pvt 1 01 354343.36 28 Apr 44 Killed Farmers, Kftntuoky 

*AcO:1.dentl;r killed mile Comp~ "A" was on firing range. Soldier was 

killed men Company nAn was bringing an 14-20 Armored Car from the firing 

range. The Armored Car ran over a mine, killing him instantly. 


ANNEX NO.3 


SECRET 

'-:1. 

http:354343.36


- -

_~ ~."___ '_''''''' • ____­

ANNEX NO. 4 

MATERIEL DESTROYED at DAMAGED 

BY ENEMY MJrION 


ttEM DATI DISPCS l'.r ION 

Oar, armored, utility, M~ 28 April 1944 Evacuatecl 
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ANNEX NO.5 

ENEMY CAS UALTY REPCRT 

1. Total rounds of ;1 ammunition expended 
during this period for training purposes was 
2160 rotmds. 

2. Estimated enemy personnel killed: None. 

;. Enemy materiel destroyeda None. 
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ANNEX No.6 

JEOORATION oS AND AWARDS 

For tb.e period from 1 September 1943 to 30 April 1944, the 
following named members of this organization have been awarded the 
Silver star for gallantry in action: 

RANK OR 
!!AU ~ GRAPE COMPA-lIT 

PYLAND, VAN W. 0-236089 Lt Col Hq 
PEARSON, ALEC P. 0-394225 Capt Co "Aft 
GOULD, GLENN Z. 0-1823729 1st Lt Hq Co 
BOYSA, AU'HON SE J. 
COLE, WILLIAM E. 

0-1301601 
0-1703021 

1st Lt 
2d Lt 

Co IIC" 
Co "C" 

OODOOl1, BOBE.~ L. 0-2055900 2d Lt Co "B" 
MURPHY, RA:ll.~OIm G. 
SFARKS, OSCA:i G. 
P ATTEEOON, .ooB3rn' E. 
YOSI', EDWIN A. 
BENTLEY, HESl'ER L. 

20802898 
38035783 
38038542 
17lJ/J6'Z7 
34333328 

stt Sgt 
stf Sgt 
Sgt 
Sgt 
Cp1 

Co ·C" 
Co "B" 
Co "C" 
Co "C" 
Co "C" 

COY/AN, JOHN L. ~817342 Cp1 Co "E" 
JORDAN, JOSEPH II. 17163668 Cp1 Co "C" 
WRANCE, CHARLES G. ~8l.4658 Cp1 Co "C" 
O'BRIAN, JOSEPH R. 
Sl'ERNER, K:El{P S E. 

35484581 
1.30312J.D 

Cp1 
Cp1 

Co IIC" 
Co "C" 

WELLBORN, JACK T. 
Sl'EDMAN, G_ D. (I.O.) 
WARD, ROBEPX C. 

30035985 
38177868 
.38O.m44 

Cp1 
Tec 5 
Tec 5 

Co IIC" 
Co ncn 
Co "cn 

3I1ITH, ROY':;. 
srOKES, CLAUDE H. 
srOKES, CLYDl:~ T. 
ANDEROON, ALB::;ln' B. 

17419335 
38463151 
38.t.63liJ) 
3'Z767048 

fvt 1 c1 
Pvt 1 c1 
Pvt 1 c1 
Pvt 

Co "C" 
Co -C" 
Co "cn 
Co "B" 

JOHNaJN, ALVI:; J. :,. 20805648 Pvt Co "C" 
SOOTT, CHE3I'ER (n.:N) 39324290 Pvt Co "cn 

For the period from 1 September 1943 to .30 April 1944, the 
tollowing named members of this organization have been awarded the 
Bronze star Medal for gallantry in action: 

BRUECKNER, MORIT Z F. 0-1168206 Capt Co "C" 
RAIJ, BOMAN J. 37163423 Cp1 Co "B­
DIETRICH, JOHN 'H. 3803')700 Tec 5 Mad Det 
A?TOLIK, m-lIL J. 3334.8166 Pvt Co "C" 
MONROE, WRG:TI. (?LJT) 364J,.9449 Pvt Co "C" 
SCHUMAGHEi~, .I . .1I._:(.·':::'; 2. Y7 44Jl)iIJ Pvt Co "C" 
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ANNEX RO. 7 

K>srER OF OFFICERS 


AlII OR 
Y!l spYICE MY 

Kg aDd Hg Com:Ean:v 

lnf' Jetg 'Bn ComdrDJB() SE, REAGAN L. D-349J64 lIaJor 

CAMERON, OLIN W. o-JIJ"/591 Capt lilt Kq Qt 00 


IDANZI, RICHARD A.. 0-1822375 Capt FA B-3 
5-1 IIV'JlS, JMS D. 0-1294639 c.pt lnt' 
5-4 IFERGUSON, JAMES R. 0-418363 C~ FA. 


IIHNIS>N, PAUL (NL1N) 0-34J.051 Capt IDt B-2 : 

BlI>., srJNLEY G. 0-1289038 1st L'I; . IDt Hq 00 Ex 0 

GOULD, GLENN E. 0-1823729 1st L1; FA LnO 

HmCK, HERRY G. 0-1822567 1_ L1; FA. CoIl 0 

srOrFEL, BOBE..:.n' L. 0-1168483 1st Lt FA. Trans 0 

VEEVERS, FREIE:U<X C. o-117la)9 1st Lt FA. LIlO 

I 


WHm,BOY D. 0-1J>3563 1st Lt lnf' LIlO 

WIftEN, Gro RGE R. 0-1821.26) 1_ Lt FA lIotol" 0 


*WADLEIGH, nCHA.;m R. 0-1823526 2d L1; FA !as.t 8-2 
TUCKER, JESSE F. 1f-2131525 IIOJG Pers'O 

I 

Med1c!y: De'tachment 

BURlIURr, JEAN rA. 0-380858 Capt MC BD Slargeon 

JIeocmDM18anol ('qr!pamr 
. I 

JX)1JHS, Gl!X)RQE W. o-U88024 Capt lDf' 00 i 

BARRY, JOHN J. 0-18229.42 1st Lt FA Pioneer 0 

GElUWfGER, LINLEI W. O-ll6~ 1st Lt FA Flat iComdr 

IIC KEE, PAUL He 0-182)909 1st Lt FA Pla1;IComdr 

BODGERS, REYNOLDS D. 0-1288125 1st Lt Int ExO 

WAUER, WILLIAW F. 0-182.4256 1st Lt FA Plat'(balr 


*PW1'JaN, rUUJI CE J. 0-1822451 2d Lt FA Plat Comdr 
*REDBARD, ALVIN F. 0-1823349 2d Lt FA Plat Comdr 

Co!!PaBY "A" 

GR.llAII, 1I)BERl' E. o-ll6825t 1st Lt FA 00 

DAVIS, VORIS B. 0-182237 1st Lt lnt Ex O' 

GOIBtUN, BERL'M. 0-1168247 1st Lt FA Plat Comdr 

LOIG, JJllES W. 0-1823173 1st Lt FA Plat Comdr 


*IDT'l'ON, HAROLD G. 0-182)1)2 2d Lt FA Plat Comr 
REEVES, lfIU,I&i M. 0-1703022 2d L1; FA Plat Comdr 
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FA (Xl
BroWN, HENiU 1. O-ll681.87 Capt 
GroOM, K.E:r.rErlI G. 0-1824l74 1st Lt FA Plat CoIIdr 
ME'l'ZNER, EIMER J. 0-1168376 1st Lt rA. hO 
REClOR, ElliO W. 0-1'Pl167 1st Lt IDf' Plat Comdr 
OODOON, OOBERl' L. o-al55900 2d Lt rA Plat CoIIdr 

tlTDlPLE, JOHN M. 0-1316~ 2d Lt lilt Plat Comr 
WRIGHT, WILLISii E. 0-170~ 2d Lt FA Plat Comdr 

Co1lJ)1Il:f ncn 

BRUECKNER, ~O:UTZ F. 0-1168190 Capt FA. 00 
DRISCOLL, ID:1:mE J. 0-1l75104 1st Lt FA Plat Comdr 
BOYSA, A.U'HON Si!: J. 0-1301601 1st Lt lDf' Plat eo.dr 
GOOMIIEX, GEl)~lGE I-'. 0-4£,2575 1st Lt FA Plat CoDllr 
ZIEGLER, MAU~CE S. 0-1168535 1st Lt fA !XO 
CO LE, WILLI N.i H. 0-1703021 2d Lt FA Plat Comdr 

*BESS, GmRGE M. 0-18243l4 2d Lt FA Plat Comdr 

• Offioers attached for Temporary Dlty fro. Personnel Center'l6. 
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