COMBAT.HIGHLIGHTJ G2 THE 636 TaNi DESTROYLR BATTALICK
Departed Oran Sept. 3 1943, Arrived Biucrte ic.t, ¢, Dburiug

\~jair attacik in Biterte Harbor, sSgt. Henry royuk, and Charles .
Trumbo of A Company and a Sgt from lHeadquarters Company were hit
by shell fragments and were evacuatedto hospitals on shore,

Some elements of the Battalion landed on the beach of Jalerno
on D Day, Sept. 9. The rest of the Battalion landed on the 1C=12t0,
The 636th was commended for outstanding preformance of duty in zction
on 13 and 14 September 1943, The Battalion was detached from ithe
36th Div. and asigned to guard 5th Army ileadquarters,

On vept..30 the Battalion nmoved to Guardia Lombardi, tien moved to
Yonte on Oct, 14,

The Battalion wes asigned to VI Corus at rietramelara from iov,. 1

. to Nov. 14, During thi. time the Battalion protected the Coxr.: loft

| flanil and cengaged in reconnai .;ance,

— On Nov, 14 the Battalion was asigned to II Corps, and attached to
the 36th Div, The 636th mcved to Mignano and acted a. artillery and
engaged in indirect fire micsions, (n the 3 of Dee the Battalion sup-
ported the infantry with direct fire in an attac!i: lounched at iit,
Maggiore and Mt. Lungo. Then on Dec, 16 again suvvorted nn zttac.:
on Mt, Lungo by the 142 Infantry. During the month of Dec. the
Battalion cngaged in reconniissance mi: ‘ions,

Jan, 15 to Jan, 31 provided haras:uing fire acro:s the Ravido uiver,
Reconnolitered highway toward Cassino on Feb, 2, On feb, 6, moved to
Northwest of Cervaro, op osite Cassino and Monastery Hill, Fired
on Cas:iino and Liri Valley during this time.

Battalién detached from the 36th Division #eb 15 and moved to mignano
k~/ﬁhere it r;mained on alert -tatus the rest of Feb,

lioved~bacii 10 Cervaro on March 15, Maintained traffiec centrol



”
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Fired on Cassino with good effect on March 22, Reverted to 56 Inf,
_ Div. and moved back to Piccilli on March 25,

Attached to 6th Fiecld Artillery Group on Hay 2nd and engaged in
roving fire mi:ssions on the coast of the Tyrrhenian Jea wnd in the uirl
Valley, until May 17 when it reverted baci: to the 56th Div,

lMoved to the staging area near laples on May 18, Arrived Anuio
May 19 and 20, The 636th Tank Destroyer Battalion minus Co., B supported
36 Di. drive to Norlh of Cisterna, The Bn, then ratrolled and .upprrted
infantry in the vicinity of Velletri until the 26th of May. The Bn,
then toox anti-tan.. positions along the Velletri-Coxy road until
May 31. Co, B with 5rd Div. held direct fire positicne in the Vieinity
of irtena.

The Bn, minus B Co., helped secure Velletri and then moved to the

ourskirts of nome on June 4. The 36th div., and the 63C6th minuc B Co.
\_/ 4ind the lst Armored Div, with B Co, of the 636th cntered iomc
simultaneously on June 4.

Battalion oadvanced up highway after the retreating German Army
supporting the 36th Div., infantry., This 29 day drive covered 240
miles and netted over 5000 enemy vrisoners, Some clements of the
Battelion supported the aésault in the vicinity of Mausa lMartima,

On June 28 the Battalion moved 1o the Rome area and did mainencuce
and prepared for the inva-ion of louthern France., The Battellon
returned to the astaging afca near Salerno, Moved out of @ alcrno
Harbor on august 12,

Supported the 36th Div, assault landing August 15 at i, Raphael,
France, Part of the Battalion wcere as.igned to Tasii Force Butler
and fdv&nced through Draguignan. The rest of the Battalion suuported
the infantry attac.: on Callain, The 656th Reconnolteroed and ipear-

headed the movement into Grenoblc on August 22,
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icconnoitered the area north and south of Drome River from Crest to
the ithone iliver on sugust 25. Then continucd td reconnolter tocthe”
\v/ front and flan:s of the 36th Divi.ion during it's advance northqard;
iteached the }Moselle River on the 21 September, The 656th then set
us road blocos and defencive po itiens: In the vielnity of iicmircmont,
The Battalion relieved elements of the 645 T.D, Bn. in the vicinity
ol dombervillers on Cectobexr T.The Battalion advanced through the
Jore ilountoains during the month of licvember reaching the Ncurthe
Aiver on Lovember 21,
clements of tho Battalion were attached to various llegimental
Combet Teame and’furnished direct and indirect fire in support of the
advance eastward recching the vicinity of elestat and Guemar on
Decuenmber 14,
ifost cf the Battalion moved to Strasbourg on December 20 and patroled
the town,
‘the 634th was ordered.to undergo rehabilitation and refitting on
December 2&, But on January 2 the TDs iere on the line ..outhwe:xt
of Bitche after a fast move over icy roads, To help sto: the enemys
Ardennes Uffentive, A sccondary defence line ectabli:rhed January 10
Tiie 036th held defencive po.-itions in the vieinity of Bicchwiller
cnd msintained anti-tani defence the rest of Janurary,
tlements of the ¢36tn supported Infantry advance azcre:c the Moder River
¢ Frbruary2, Tther Compamies supported infantry at;ackn during IFebr.,
“ne Battalion wa. on the line with element:s of the 36th Div. on Marct.l,
~u. orted drive launched March 15, across the Moder River through the
iloguenaun Perect to Burburg,The 656th advanced to the .legfried Linc

orea v Ulth the infantry fought through to Rhine on the 23 March,

L attaciice to the -V Coryp. and then to the l4th armored Div. March
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The 636th Tan. Destroyer Battalion foﬁght with the 14th Aromoreﬂ
Div, a8 1t advanced wcross the Main river toward Hurnberg unt%l ¢
ApPril 25,

The 63uth was attached to XiI Corwvs and then attached to the 36th
Div, on ipril 25, tingaged in elearing cnemy from Div. right flank
and rear, leciceved ceane fire order May 5. Battclion remained in
vlacefrom the 5th to the Tth of KHay. engaged in military Covernmcent .
Battalion minus Company C (in Bad Tolz ) assembled in the Inn River V

Valley May 8. Continued Military Government duties.



