WRADQUARTIRS 898TH TANK DESTROYER BATTALION, TOTID
APO 230, U, S. ARMY
L Yarch 1945

SUBJECT: Action Agaimet Fnemy, Reports After/after sction Reports.

THRCUGH: Cammanding Officer, Lth Cavalry Group, APC 230, U, 7, Army. /

TO : The Adjutant General, Washington, 25, N. C, ' .‘V
REPORT SUBITTTED FOR FZBRU'RY 1945 ;/,
a, Original Unit: No change, Lﬂ

b. Changes in orpanization: Attached to 4th Cavalry Aroup, ecz,

¢, Strength: Date Officers Vlarront Nfficers “nlisted *fen
1 Feb L5 35 2 726
28 Feb 45 . 35 2 729
Incre~se or Necrense 0 . o] +3

d, St-tions: Relriwn: “rrived 23 Dec L) - left Belgium 4 Feb 45,

ferman:: ‘rrived L Feb L5, ’?
e, ‘Yoarches: ‘1l ni-1eles -nd noves by Brttrlion €7 = Tire Cawmesnies noted in /
n-rrative listed as Ap~endix Mo, 1, \
£. Cemn~irn:  estern Turone, (
g. Brttles: “ce n-rrotive liected re Ap ~rdix Yo, 1. -
h, Cars-=din- "fricer: lt, 7Tol, Tint itk ~1230nt, o, o, j
i, Toz- es in ‘ction: Vome Nete
Cfficers
Vone
. "r1isted *en
ounlcd=""vacusted vt ussell V. Prosles 25 web L5
™t C-rl 7. H, Yun 25 Teb L5
Tfc oy W, Vaudres <7 Feb L5
“Fe Teon-~rdo . "oto 27 ®eb L5

11 Vebriiry 3 eli~t A ~en “ere evocu-tnd ~s rom=h-ttle c-s'nlties)

e Foryr -.d rresert ciibers who hrve distincoieked toeizelves in retio-s

Mone
/
e Thotopraphs: Tore, %j
————————— \ \

N
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HEADQUARTTRS 635TH TANK DESTROYFR BATTALION, TOWED
APO 230, U. S, ARMY

APPENDIX NO, 1

: NARRATIVE
Excerpts fram Unit Journal
Incidents :

February 1945

1

2

1N

Rest Area Huy, Belgium,
Rest ‘rea Huy, Belgium,
Alerted for moveme-t fraa Zest Area back to Germany,

1st Tt Charles B. Smith, 0273009, nromoted to Captain; authority First U. S.
rrmy S-ecial Qrder 32, 1 Feb, 45, paragr-ph 1,

Battalion Command Post left rest area located 3 miles west of Huy, Belgium,
coordinate 212164 at 1115 hrs and nrrived in new assembly area in Aachen,
Germany, coordinnte 821412 at 1620 hrs - distance traveled 60 miles,

Comdany "M left rest -rex Maillot, Relgium, coordinate Y1AL072 ~t 145 hrs
~nd =rrived in new -~sse2bly aren in Aachen, Grrnony, coordinate 921421 at
1A00 hrs - distance traveled A3,3 miles.

Carrany "B" left rest ~rea La Sarte, Belgiun, coordinate 192147 at 1045 hrs
and arrived in new assenbly area in Anchen, Germany, coordlnate 839,08 at
1415 Irs - distance travcled A4 miles.

Canpony "C" left rest are~ Stieniha, Belgium, crordinate 222134 at 1150 hrs
and -~rrived in new asserbly area in ‘achen, Germony, coordinante 827414 at
1420 hrs - dist-nce tr-veled Al miles,

1 Nfficer ~nd 8 "nlisted en this commend decorat~d for g-ll-ntrs in -ction
by Commandine Gener-l, VII Corps, »t Corns “orwrrd, ¥schweiler, “erm-~ny,

*11l ™ rnersmnel in azsembly ore-~ attended shiowing of non-fraternization
troiniae £il " Job i Nermanyt,

Ceceived Ticld rder 77 drtad 1015071 Teb 45 Te Lth Cavelry froup 'ecz: ViR
corns with 1WMth U 5 Taf Div on left ~nd 2th ' S Inf NDiv on right will »tk D=

Namr oot PlTorx to <elzme o hridicel e d over the Roor River ~nd continue ~dyarce
Lo tie noro. eent teo e "rﬁ“t Tiver »rotreting the riclt flank of the Gth 17 A
. ?1"’ Lreoored Nvlalon vill ~thoelr on - broad front ~fier seizwre of
Corcs hrfdrehondy ndng "14< Fr5 in scetors of T T Taf Miv ~nd Mtk TS
T r LLV t> ~eize Lhe Drd Trad Niv obicetive, YT forps, ith 37t o Inf
v SLe vl il omercte o 37U T1-n't o TIT Corns. LD A-sv mroun
ez 21 e spe o7 v rriae the Poer DAver on TornDs orter S b eector
AR XYL Y D Ny ret oW Ea aomt A "'\71""5‘»“"]"-;'1 e e iYW
N URTANE TSR 3> SRR SR ATAR S DRI S A0 B E RN B Sk S R Sl ol o] RN
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rondix Mo, 1, Ngrré\,_«fc, N, A254h ™0 M., Tovzed,(?& L5, cont'd,
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25

26

{le risht flan't of the XX Corps -nd to cle-r the wooded nrea in its zone

oo 7(,1"’1‘{',.)_0‘1 (centr-1 voint coordinr~te 1554), Coaparny A 435th ™n ™n sup-
narting 24th Cav DNen 5q will be preprred to rclicve clements L15th Taf Regt,
ld;th "3 Inf Div in the rortioa ol the forps bridgche-d in zon~ of oner~tions
on order - will be v onﬂ:u:i to cle-r tihe wroded are~ in the Croup zone of
c~ernrtions on order = will estoblish ~nd =-int-in cont~ct witl elements YIX
rorvs on its left. foancny 6 435tL TD ™ reinforcing At C-v Ren 9 will be
rrreb:rﬂd to omer~te in any p-rt of the sroup zone of orer-tions.

>35'b1‘1 ™D ™ less fos * % C with Coipny € less 2 plats 293th foabrt ™ng Bn
1111 be prevarad to move forwsrd ss=enhly »rer on order.

55t} (rd--nce Tnaopection Tesm insnected 177 of our veliicles ~nd Ordr-nce -
~ll sanmnnies - were given superior r-ting,

211 av-il-ble persommel in ss=embly areé attended lccture on "Counter-S-bot-re',

Tat Tt Fr-ncis *, Pommett, He Ren Nfficer, to 30th U1 § Infantry Mvision -s
T™n 7,

Deceived Mierntions Yemorandun #5 17 Feb 45, He Lth Csvalry froup Mecz: Co C
635th TO Pn cttached to Lth Cav Rer Sc¢ vill be prepared to move to new -~ssem-
bly nrea vicinity “schweiler, Germcny, on group order, Company C, 298th
Caxb~t ™y r Bn (less 3 plats) will be attached to A35th T™O B effective H-Your

N-Nny.

Ratt- 1ion Rerr Behelon moved to Aachen, Gernany, fram Huy, Belgium,

Received framn Ha, First U S *rmy Organization Order No. 2 dated 15 Feb 45
(r-oﬂdapntlal) ordering the reorgrnization of A35th TD Bn-T in accordsnce
with T’0 ~nd T/% 12-35, of 1 September 1944 effective 15 February 1945,

Neceived Nperntions Vemorandum #6 24 February 1945 He, Lth cavalry Group Mece
Canmany A %35th 7D ™n reinforcing 2ith Cav Ren So moves 2423504 February 1945
fram nssembly area Aachen, Germany to Huchem-St-mmeln, Germany. Upon closing [
in Muchem-Ttrmmeln, initinte ren to Oberzier nrennred to relleve elements of ,
the 415th Trnf Regt in Oberzier. Be prepared to extend to include Fllen snd g
adv-nee within zone on proup order, Company C 435th TD Bn reinforcing Lth

fav Ren ©c will move fran assembly area ‘achen, Germany, at 2508408 reb 45

to close in nssembly srea vicinity Huchem-Stammeln. 6é35th TD Bn less A and

C Cannanies continues in Group reserve nssembly srea Aachen, Gemany.

Received from Ordnnce 1 90mm Towed Gun =nd nrime mover T-39; the first of the |
new eruipment for the Battallon, Assigned to Campany C, d

Rattlefield aprointment to 2nd It approved by Hg First U S Army for S/Sgt
Cleo H, '*cClellan, Campany C. Bn Cammander swore the new officer in,

Canpany A reported - Campany A moved fram assembly area in Aachen, Germany, at

0050 hrs 25 Feb L5 and arrived Huchsm-Stammeln, Germany,.coordinate 102514 at
0,30 hrs 25 Feb - distance traveled 23 miles, Company A crossed Roer River

at Hoven, Germany, - '
] 2t
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‘batween OLOO end 0430 hrtyclcli plenes

. J fom in Oberzier by 0930 hrs, 3rd platoon
was &8 positien 'in £1%ea, Gesmany, by 1500 Irs and Lth platoon remained in
notile reserve in vieinity of Cempany CP.

At approximately 1830 hrs 25 Peb Privates Russell Broyles and Carl Mumm ¥n

the 3rd platoom were WIA by shell fragmemts in buttoeks and shoulder res-
pectfilly and evasusted threugh 2ith Cav Ren Medics, Platoon was in position
in Rllen, Germaxy, whem enemy shelled their position heavily. Both EM were in
basewent of CP house and fragaents entered thru windows and entrance to base-
ment wounding them. Ome half-track tire was punctured by shell fragments and
one rammerstaff was campletely demolished,

Bn CP left assembly area Aachem and arrived and established new CP in Huchem
Stammels, Germany, coordinate 092515 - left 0805 hrs and arrived 1005 hrs -
distance traveled 2 miles. Crossed the Roer River at Hoven, Gemany.
Company B moved fram. assembly area Aachen, Germany, leaving 0805 hrs and
established new CP 1005 hrs at coordinate 092515 Huchem <tsmmeln, Germany -
distance traveled 2/ miles,

Caupany C reparted - Company CP moved from assembly area Aachen, Germany O8BLO
hrs 25 Peb 45 and arrived at Huchem Stammeln, "emany, coordinete 100511 1230
hrs - distance traveled 23 miles - crossed Roer River at Hoven, Germany,

Sgt Pender's section, 1lst platoon, at 2030 hrs 26 Feb 45, on arder, fired 2 rds
3" HE and 1 rd APC-T-105 at enemy CP coord 134602 fram vicinity Steinatross,
Germany, destroying house - enemy personnel casualties unimown,

Canpeny C CP moved fram Huchem Stemmeln at 1115 hrs 27 Feb 45 2nd srrived Stein-
Strass, Gemany, coordinate 126597 1300 hrs 27 Feb 45 - distsnce traveled 8 mi,

Camnany A reported: At 1415 hrs, <gt Carroll's gun section, Lth platoon, in
nrosition sprroximately 2800 yds southwest of "sch, Cemmany, fired at »n enemy
tank »nd CP house snd observation point in "sch., Direct hits were observed on
both tank and house obviously neutralizinc the object as no additional fire
wrs received fram that noint, MNumber o® casualties unknown. - (Upon arrival in
"sch, Bn Cammnnder checked position snd found thot tonk sustained direct hit in
rirht bogie, immobilizine the tonk which w-s definitely identificd =2s a Tiger
VI. Crew un-ble move out, nlaced » ch-ree of explosives irside t~-nk, destroyed
it for further use, At platoon credited with a Tiger VI .

Cawnany B, in reserve in Huchem-Stommeln, »ssirned mission of nerimetrr Adefense
of th~t town. Tersonnel, 3" guns 2nd -~rmored vehicles were mromntly out in
nosition,

Camneny C revorted: “Thile 2nd plotoon enroute to Tsch at 2100 hrs 27 reb 45,
1/l ton wehicle driven by Pfc 'agines, ~ecomranied by "fe Ioto, hit a 1-nd =ine
snd w~s cauvletely demolished. Roth men S71 -nd ev~en-ted trru Lth C-v Pen
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4n-endix Mo, 1, Warrntive, Hc. A35tL "M M, Tomed, Teb L5, cont!'d,

1-dics. Y arines - 3v Frecture comround risht di~w, 1-c¢ wound ri-+t forehe-d,
cerebr- eoncssiom. “oto - v {r-cture sinele unter ~F Jover ~ri, T -g vioun”
1~ft cheek,

Cawany € rerorted:  Caanony 0 moved 1000 Yrg 2% 2ch “rom vic eirstross,
Germanr, to Tisch, Germ-~ny, coordin~te 145411 ~rivins 172 lwrs - dist-rce

tr~veled 2-1/2 milrs,

Q

Cain:ny * reported - Can~sny CP ooved from Huchan="t-mrelr, Cermiengy, le-vins
1M5 Irs 27 Feb L5 ~nd ~rrivine 100 hrs enordin-te 1440,  “scherville Woro
an roxin-tel-s 1270 meters weat of “teinstr-se, "oranr,

Br Cari~er ~dvised £010 reenrd - froup reinforeed by AZ5+h N Bn-T att-ched
to 2rd Arnored Division for orer-~tiors effective 201200 webrwry 1045,

Rt inteh gnigH

1, The B-tt-lion continued its first rest, rek-bilit-tion ond refittin~ neriocd
since D-Nry urtil 3 Teh. 1045, »n? on 4 Web, 1045 noved to ~ new osesembly ares in
Aneten, Nermnqny, NDue to the flood st-ze of the Roecr Tiver, ovr line comrenics did
rot depert *acten nwtil 24 Februnry 45, During tie 20 days in the rosembly s1eo-) -
“Wirh st-te of ~~intenaiice of vebiicles -nd ordn-nce w-s cortinued, T“erscr-l ecruip-
rnent "2 omee ~mare cle-ned ~ud checked, oving vnictwres snd - stage show were
attended by R-tt-lion -ersonnel., Taris, Rrussels, -nd Verviers n-ares were continued
and a ruotz of enlirtcd nen for frrloush to the mited Vingdan was filled. Tn ~11,
during the waitin~ n~eriod, the B-ttalion -~s ~dv-nt-geously occuriod, * Cavony R
gun nlatoon du~ in its puns ~rd secwrity a-~chine un nests for Air norps per=on-el
on ~n insnection tour of tlie ground forces, -nd the nl-toom v-s ren-id for its nuidy
toslt by thie wreises reeeived for their work - none o *thie visiting *ir “orns olficers
~nd enlirtod men coulrd locste nny of the jun nositions, ~nd confidently st-ted the
nositions were well ernough e-lioull-ji~d to ev:rde detection from the -~ir. * nutber of
our officer ~ersoncel spent tuo days with ‘ir forps fiphter-bomber ~roups to f-nmil-
i-rize themcelves ' th tleir opern~tions -nd to ere-te -~ better indersi-nrin~ bhetween
~ir ~nd grounrd foreces, i1 25 Webri-ry elerents of thie Rott-~lion erossed the Roer
River rrd irmedi-trl; vert into sction ar~inst the eremy. Our Caar~iy * was credited
witli 'mockin~ out - Tier vI tonk in "sch, Cermn ny,

froup ~nd ~ttached wnits sent » s1-11 eroup of officer ~nd enlisted rerson~el to
registrr the eivili~n popul-tion of "sch, "emnany - to nick up a1l arms - ~rranged
for CIC personrel to screen tlic popul~tion; fermin -nd non-Cern-n for forimer meambers
of the '‘ehrmacht ~nd Tarty members.,

2. The B-tt-lion Caw~~nder, in his con~eity of Trovost Marshal of Lth Cavalry,

3. The 635th TD Dn-Towed is on the way to the Pline River -- ~nd to ecross it}
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