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The 28th Infantry Division and the 630th Tonk Destroyer Battalion were com-
mitted to action on 28 July, with the objective PERCY. On the 30th the battalion
received its first enemy air raid.

During the 52 days military contacts and personal friendships were made which
were to exist a long time, as the 630th Tank Destroyer Battalion spent the major
portion of its time in combat with the 28th Infantry Division. An SOP was formulated
whereby Company "A" would support the 109th Infantry Regiment, Company "g"
support the 110th Infantry Regiment and Company "C" support the 112th Infantry

. Regiment,

The initial days of combat found the 28th Division and the 630th Tank Destroyer
Battalion encountering heavy resistance. While the Third Army moved South in a
fast move to capture the Brittany Peninsula, the 28th moved through GATHEMO to
ST SEVER CALVADOS and on to TESSY. TFrom 12 to 17 August resistance was very
limited. On 17 August the battalion bivouaced with the Division in the vicinity of
GER, remaining there until the twentieth when it moved to a new sector near
VERNEUIL. :

The enemy fought delaying action with small groups North to le NEUBOURG,
and toward the SEINE RIVER. At this time the Germans were trying to shove across
their remnants at a narrow shoulder of the lower SEINE, from ELBEUF to
2 UILLEBEUF, and First Army's XIX Corps had the job of stopping them. The
28th and the 630th moved beyond CONCHES up to ELBEUF, closing in rapidly to
place themselves between the SEINE and the approaching Germans, On August 25th,
ELBEUF was reached, with heavy resistance encountered. The British, to the
North, were contacted and on 26 August they relieved the division.

On 28 August the division moved to VERSAILLES and then to assembly areas
“in BCIS DE BOULOGNE (PARIS), On the 29th the battalion participated with the
division in a triumphal march down the CHAMPS ELYSEES, past the ARC
D'TRIUMPH and on to retake front line positions near ST DENIS. Both organiza-
tions, while at PARIS, had been transferred from the XIX to the V Corps.

An advance toward COMPIEGNIE was ordered, and the division moved quickly.
Units were held up slightly at the OISE and AISNE Rivers, but then the division
motorized elements which were to make a fast move to the final objective, ATH,
BELGIUM. The route was through COMPIEGNIE, NOYON, HAM, and ST QUENTIN.

On the fourth of September the battalion, still with its "Keystone' companion,
halted its Northward movement and moved South, then Ezst, to assembly area .
vicinity LAON and RETHEL. On the fifth and sixth the fast movement to the East
-scontinued with little opposition from the enemy, The night of the sixth was spent
near MEZIERES and BOULZICOURT. |

On tne Tth movement East continued, with units moving into BELGIUM, where
a joyous celebration by the Belgians generally greeted our troops. Comparny Al
moved with Task Force "S," commanded by Lt, Colonel STRICKLER, over route
FLIZE, DONCHERY, West SEDAN, FLORENVILLE, toward objective TINTIGNY.
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The battalion was receiving its three~-inch guns, and though short of person-
nel (nearly one~-third) on New Year's Day the battalion {(minus Company "C" with
the 112th Infantry Regiment) was attached to the fresh 17th Airborne Division and
again entered the drive just West of BASTOGNE with the 101st Airborne on the
right flank and the 87th Infantry Division on the left flank, The Battalion remained
with the Division until the eleventh when it was at last pulled out of line and moved
to PETITVOIR, BELGIUM, to reorganize. Cn the 15th Company "C" rejoined the
battalion after an absence of nearly a month,

On the eighteenth the battalion moved South to ST DIE, FRANCE, to rejoin
the 28th Infantry Division, following the route NEUFCHATEAU, ARLON, LONGWY,
METZ, LUNEVILLE, ST DIE,

On the 19th and 20th the battalion took up positions in the snow-covered
VOSGES MOUNTAINS, with the battalion CP in ST. MARIE - AUX - MINES and
companies in general area LA BONHOMME - LA POUTROIE, The division and
the battalion operated under control of the First French Army.

The situation was relatively quiet, although not too pleasant, due to the
cold weather and snow, until the second of February when the 109th Infantry and
platoons of Companies "B" and "A" eritered CCLMAR, Soon the COLMAR POC-
KET was but a memory and the Jerries were on the East bank of the RHINE, For
its work in this operation the Mayor of COLMAR gave the battalion authority to
wear the Arms of the City of COLMAR,

In commending the 630th Tank Destroyer Battalion for its work at COLMAR,
Major General F, W, MILBURN, commanding the XXI1U. S, Corps, wrote "The
830th Tank Destroyer Battalion was particularly outstanding in these operations,
It performed its assigned missions with great enthusiasm, It completed these
missions successfully, contributing materially thereby to the great victory
achieved by our units, I wish to commend you, the officers and the enlisted men
of the 630th Tank Destroyer Battalion for the superior manner in which they per-
formed during these operations, Their actions were superb, and they reflect the
finest traditions of the Armies of the United States. " '

General Tassigny, commanding the First French Army, under the 28th and
the 630th fought at COLMAR, spoke, in an Order of the Day, of "The chivalrous
spirit of the 28th US Infantry Division, which, after long hard days of combat,

reached the outskirts of COLMAR, and left the honor of entering the city first to
the-French tanks, " '

, On the 14th of February the battalion moved with the Division over route
COLMAR-INGERSHEIM-KAYSERBURG-FRAIZE-ST DIE-LUNEVILLE to assembly
area in EUVILLE-VIGNOT, FRANCE, sector. Battalion prepared for future
operations and on the twentieth began move to ‘Division Assembly Area vicinity
MONTFORT, BELGIUM, following route COMMERCY, VERDUN, STENAY,

. BOUILL ON, ROCHEFORT, LIEGE.
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