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P Froms 0001, Febursry 1944
P : Tor 2400, 29 Pebruary 1944
. : 628th Tank Destroyer Battolion

Camp No. 5, Paekington Park, -

Meps: None

1. Does not apply.

2., JDoes not spply.

3. Does not apply.

4e Does not apply. .

5. OUR OPERATIONS FOR THE PERIOD:(a) ' _

(1) Debarked from troop transport lon the 6th Februsry 1944. Period from
lat Februsry 1944 to time of debarketion was spent in detaniled duties sbourd trens-
port. Arrived st present gtation on the 7th February 1944.

' (2) Time from the 7th Febtruary 1944 wes spent in setting up the ecsmp snd
housekeeping; including the drawing of availsble sguipment & indoctriunstion. :
- (3) From 14th February 1944 to 19 February 1944, training schedule included
bagic. suwbjects 28 parsoribed in TH 35, 1st T.D¢ Brigude dated 13th Februery 194/,
R (4) The week from 21 February 1944 to 26 Februsry 1944, war spent in bee
. and primery subjects, stress being put on & cless in m nes and booby traps working- .

-With setu-l enesy mines. Beceipt of cur T/E venicles ensbled us to & cericrin ex-
tent to review most of the primary subjects.ngime war 8lso spent during this week
in preparing for the following week's scheduls of our secondery wmission ee reif-
foreing ertillery with i¥#imect firing. ; y : ' '

{5) The 28th and 29tk of -Februsry 134kwecrs spent beglnning the Pleld irtile
lery training as lsid down by TH #6, lst T.D. Brigrde. Tiwa not spent on the scte
ual F.h. training wes spent on Motor Meintensnce sad physical condltioning.

6. CMPAT EPFECIENCY: _ ‘ : .

‘ {1) TFactors heyond control: (2) To drte the only fecoters beyond our cope
trol have been the isgusnce of eguipment, and the hece-sity of providing =n extreme-
1y lerpe oem det«il., These two factors have effectad our training meterislly, tmt
ere now being remedied to ¢ certain extent, Although ve hove sll of our H-10tg,
Y-8Tg, and most of our other vehieles, we are grestly hempered in sur pregent Field
Artillery Training Ly the luck of Psnoramic sights, mounts, snd bracksts; timing
circles and the nscessary equipment for the fire direction teams, #leo, we do nohy -
heva our recovary vehicles, which impedes our training to & cert:in extent. At the
present time, we have enough sights rnd accessuries on hend to aulp one letoon
per esch firing ceapsany, and only ons siming circle Per company. =2 have glzo ex-—
perienced a grest deal of difficulty in obtainiug the necesssry equipment for pre—
paring instructional chérts, . : ' :

(b} There has bren,tssault training given 'hig unit. :
. {¢) The date this unit w11l he ready for operstions will be 1 spril
194¢, pending the receipt of equipnent which we are now short,
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(2) Combmt Effkolency: ;

a. The buit lion ag o whole 1is s tisfactory for pesvforming the
v, pendling receipt of ipitisl buart&geﬁ ~nd shortages nol recelve
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a purt af tae initizl iseus of ﬂaio* units.:

%, Compgnies A, B & C (Firling, cs“pnhi:a) sre st Lhe
gatisfeetory for nerformi nr—thejr 5bconaary wission as reinforcing
ever, the prSEn? troining schediile oo vevlng indirset flring w»i 111

present- Iine un-
artillery., Ho -
be concluded 3L

wpren 1944 or there nbouts. Providing the pecesssry faciliiics sve st our disposcl
for this truining, batialion will heve o raking of seelsfectory for thir,SEcﬂndﬂry

“mission. : .
(3} Status of Combet faspunition: Hone on hend b pressnts  Brele lodd o
culgitlonad; noz pending epproval VIIL Corphb. :

For the Commanding Officer:
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JJ‘{ E!:I:s's ‘-0 IJLOYW
Captl., FA,
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. Frem: 0001, 1 March 194k

Tor 2h00, 31 Mareh 19L) _
626th Tank Destroyer Battalion
Brecon Beacon Ringe Area,

S8, Wales, Fngland,

1600, 31 March 1oLk,
Noo 2 | o
Usps ~ Hone,

1., YNon-applieable,

2+ None-applieable, C
3. Non-apnliesble, _ {
he Yoneapviicable, - ; ' - S

5¢ Our Operations fér-thé-Period: (a) Frpm the first to thé seventesnth of the
month, we were ab our base camp in Packington Park, Per TH#10; st ™ Brigade,

we started fn intensive training scheduls in our secondary mission, as-laid down
by WDC #125, 1943, For this seventeen day peried, half of our training time was
alloted to Field Artillery, one-quarter of the time to physieal condlitioning, and
the otl_zt;r one-quarter 6 6are and cleaning of our equipwent (inoluding motor maint~
snance, - ' A T T UPRETE

(b) On the aaventeanth of the month, we made a motor movement 6 the Breeon

Beacon Bange Area in South Wales, After twh days spent establishing camp, service
practies firing was started on the 20th, 3 Since we had but 1?2 of our 36 destroyers
equinped W th the prover sights, the Comppny platoons rotated.datly on the guns,

The first week, 20th to the 27th we fired axial precision, bracket, and ¥ methods,
Observed Fird, Firing positicné were changed and we had a night preparation of
position. The platoons not occupled with the Field Artillery firing, wers. occupied

on problems in our mrimary missicn and dismounted work, Platoons were rotated dally,.
Reconnalssance Company was engaged in mowmted wrk, bridge astimation, map reading, .
compass work, and road conditioning, From the 27th to the 3let, one firing company-.. |
at a time was glven the entire twelve guns and had exercises in prearranged unobserved
fire, Registration by sither FO or axial mothods (observed), firing to checlk pointsg™ -
and firing unobserved eoncentrations, ( Actually observed to determine asceuracy), © -
During this period, we were given a test ty &th Tank Destroyer Group to determine .
our efficiancy in owr secondary mlasion., Reeonnalssasnce Company also fired their
M-8z, direct fire, and the co-axlally moumted ,30 Caliber.Machine Guns. Units not
-engaged in firing were ocoupied with problems ‘in our primgry misstion plus dismount-
ed work, During the cntire period at the Brecon Beacons vange the following ameunt
of ammunition was expendeds ~ 19)k round (AK) 373 300 rounds 37mm (HE) and 6000 rounds
of .30 ealiber ball, _ C ST T : ‘

6. Combat Efficlency: (a) The atatus of training of this unit has been greatly en-
hanced by this last veried of training and we feel, that the combat effieiency has
been definitely increased, S -
(b} The only fastor beyond our control has been the lack
gfdo}:cra'f‘s eq%pmagt, gdgver, dvceiel hav;s gcti;-eréi @ﬁ%& ﬁ rbiit of aquipment over gvgxat ‘?he
ad 1ast month, Aroun g i i indrec ng program, we were given t o
Azimmth Indieators, to take "%?i‘éu pfage gf t_,hg panoramic Sig%s%r'bh:f.s did not seem, how- |
ever, to decrease the efficiency of owr firing, . , '

' (e} Due to the Raect that we only have about 60% of our
equipment at the present time, we are not ready for coxbst, With our TE equipment
we would be ready for cowbat, S ‘ .

7. -We have had no operatinns during this “period,

For the Comanding Officers
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" 8. NomeApplieable

- wa tad been selested to maintain Hershalling Camps in the Bouth of England. On %hiu
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5. OUR OPERATIONS, ¥OR THE PERIOB& (a) : '

.+ (1) On the 2nd of the month, we rstz rned from Firing Tield Arbiliery Indirect
Problems in Bouth hl.gi by motor convoy. :

(2) The 3rd of April was: spent on Gea-a % Gleaning of equipmant. The :folluw—-
ing threo days wes spent in training with shell arng, proliminary markemenship, Come -

.. pany Meld Artiilary problems, and redio prdcedure. ‘The 7tk and Bthy, we had showdown

. inspeotions, by Company, to determine shoritdges sud condition of equipment,  On.the - -
- alfterncon of the 8th, we were informed by tie 6th Tsnk Destroyer Group Commender thnt

“date, our trelning as a tsoticel Bettalion deased.
. (3) The Battelion moved out of bage {Canp, Camp #5, l"ackington Pa&rk, bv . cw i
.- blned ratl snd notar movamant on thn J.th, aqd Al%h of April 19444 Deetinut.ion was Bure
: cheator, ‘
: {4y Upon arrival or dutinaticn, tla Battalion wag split up into three groupa, .
. .nt‘:h group to malntain one msra!nlling oamp. Bcttnlion Hoadqwrters ¥ep denignated
‘s fub-Ares WX, in Ares WD, o
co o () Bince bie Sth of . ths laani-h, thﬁrt haa been no :('cmal trainingr C ,.f"
E 6,..\603134&'2 EFFICIENCY:. . : Ll
' (1) . Yactors chand Ou:' Gontroil { ; ‘Present aasignm.nt of the Batttl.{om i
z b) There hes baen :no assaﬂit traluing given
“ to thii wnit, 1\;.5?w b
' ) (e) Thu data ‘this unlt will Be ready- for-
. -opsrations 1111 be approxima.toly one month from the terzination of prasent assignw
- - ment, providing we sre able to spend that ome month in a rigorous training pragrme
L (2) Combet Efficfencys If slluwed a refresher traiming course in both our
. primary end secondary missions, the sombat efficisncy of the Bnt«talien 1111 ba» ﬁhe :
7+ Wsme or better then befors wnderteking present. aﬂizm‘-ont. g _ R
oo {3) Status of Uombat Ammit-iont Rbne on hawd &t proson’h
‘-_;‘7# Bon—lpplieab.ln. SR SR _ 7

sor m}comnd;ins."9*?*-‘_1“1.'*'? Y
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=3 Perlodic Report

" From: 0001 Mey 1, 1944
To; 2400, 31 ¥ay 1944.
: 68tk Tank Destrayer Bn,
r Dorcheater, Fnglaad,
Ho. A . §
Maps: None ‘

‘L. Does not apply. : S
Z.. Doces not epply. ' S
3. Tees not spplye.
4« Loes not apﬁly.

k|

5e OUR. OPERATION FOR THT PERIOD: (a) 8 :
(1) Thls entire period has been anent or meintalving and runving Mavshalling

Camps 1n the Southern Section of Englend. 1 - : .

B (2) The Battalion has been made revpbn°1bl" for Sub-Ares ™I, in Marshelling
Area "DV, ‘There are tlree cemps in Bub~Ares "X", Oompun¢eq Hie & "E" are running
Csmp D7, Company "A" is running bw7F3 Recbnnaissrnc& and Compeny "C" sré running
Camp D-4. AlL unite have & mumber of attache@ troops to aid in the rumning of thﬁse
Gampa.

(2) There hos been no formal tr&ininr piven to this Battslion during the perdiod
covered; Our work hus been strictly that of housekeeping, A
6. GDOMBAT EFFICIENGCY: : - ,

(1) Pactors Beyond Our Control: (&) Present eseignment of the Pattslion. -

: {b) There hes been no asssult trbining givon ‘ E.
this Batislion.

(¢} The date thisz unit will be recdy for
operations will be epproximately one month from the termination of ihls present ssaiguw
ment, providing we are slle to spend thet one month on e rigerous tislulng progren,

‘and provided thst we ore glven fuill T/F equipnent,
' {2) Combat Efficiency:  If allowed & relvesher course in our Pr;mar” and gspepe-
ially our secondary missions, the combait efficiency will bhe the seme LT ﬂQu better then
- when we Tirst undertook our present assignnent,
a3 {3) Status of Combsb Ammunition:  One hall combat losd foy sumell srms only now
‘on hand vithin the Companies. Reconvinissance Compauny hog been auihorlied and now hes on j
 requisition their full combet load. This hues been subhorizsed on the basise of n defense plai
ageinst enemy psratroops. About one tentk of this- comhwt 1084 s bean racsived.
7. Does not apply.

e : | For the Cdmman&ing'dfﬂicer:

JAMES He LIOID,
Ceptain, Fih.,
-3
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. From: O00L, 1 June 19LhL
L . Tot 2400, 30 June 19LL
o 628th Tank Destrovar Bn.
vorchester, England .
0500, 2 July 194k

Ro, § - s
Uang: Hone ' '
1., Joes not apply. !
2., woms not apply. 5
a. voes nob apply. . _ :

« Joes ot apply. 5

5, OUR OPSRITIONS FOM THE PERIOS (&) * ol
' (1) This emtire perisd has teen spr on matnbalning and running Harshnlling Ne
Camps in tho Southern Secbion of Engiands |
(2) The Battalicn has been wade responsible for Subeirea "Xt in ¥arshalling |
Avea .4, Thera are three camps in Sub-Areh WIM, Ooupanies Hq, & “B" are ruming -
Cgop D=TH, Gompany *A" is ruming D-TP3 Reconnaissmce and Corpgny “OM are ruanning
Camp D-b. ALl units have & rumber of attacpmi troops to ald in the rumning of these
Canps,
. (3) There has been no forual trairing: givon thig unit, but we have manasm
o work in aboud Hwo hours of 3" firding, zwell ams and 37 mn firing sgainst moving
targebs, Officer's schools have been held, from four to five hours sach week; sd:molsh.
covered indirect firing, Foreign Yap rending, and 8lmm Hortar, .
(L) The Battalion Rear Zehelon consisting of 36 M=10s, 3 T-23 Recovery, weve
moved from Paokington Park to Lytohatt Hinister to facilitate our fuburs ‘t-raa.ning
periOd. . .

6, CUMBAT BFFICIENC: , :
(1) ¥actors beyond our controlt Ea} resnnt agsigmeant of the Battzlion,
' b) There has bedn no assault bLraining

given this unit, )
{e)} The date this unit will be ready for
operations will be 6 August 194, This date is based on the cwrrent braining pro-
gram laid down by Gbh Tenk uJesbtroyer Group. ‘

. (2) At ihe termination of the Present Training Program, the am.bat efficiency
‘ of this unit will be satisfactory for both primary and secondary missiong.

e : (3) Stabup of Combst Amunition: Small arms and 37um ammunition for Ree.

" connamsmma Colipany now on hand, Remainder of Combgt load, as per letter Third '
Amy, datea L Lwy 194l, for the ertire BatLglion is mow on requisition,

1. Joes mob apply.

For the Commanding Officer:
: a. K—z&,@-o
- /s J( DUJPH A S’ATMJIVEQ
Capbai.n, Fohos
e .
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