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_Uommding ' .t’:!.e-r thoreof for dutys”

"MISTORICAL RECORD
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12 Dagenber 12_/,_; |

"'1. '.l'he follcn.’u:g verbal orders

----T‘_’

. "Undey: the prwiaions'cf LK 615-290, it - $y sontained’
Letier, War Department,:The Adjutant Bgneral‘s ox‘fioa,’ filt 320 2 (17 B» 41), "
subjects *Organlization of Tank Destroyer Battalidng®, 'dated 3 Decsmber 1941; - u_nd
Letter, Hq I Army Gorps, file 320.2,- 'ibjmtg WOrganisntion of Tank Desstroyer
Battalions®, 10 December 1941, ‘the followlng.named ortficera and xn are. rans-
:Terved,’ oﬁ'ect.ivc 15-December 19!.1, Ant '&hdir':prssonti to..th
° 609th Tank:Destroyer Battalion, Fort ax-ngg “He Oy 8

e jor RUSSELL %,

| YK, 016237, Tk
69t 7. D, BT ; con

&.gg" H. u-, 1? ﬂ‘”ﬁ




12 Officera joined. iuthy 5091, Hq rma, PORLLR
9 ormm 3o1n-a. l.uths so sd, aq m.ra. ) 4

Annu.l Goneml Inspection.
Hq 9th Inf Div., M4 Bra .
« 13 March 42, subjects Wannual adni.ninti‘
Bgrracku, and Rocordai"_._. :

el kttulien mrganisod at axilting
Brgmiutiqnno. 18-25, dated & Juns
July 1942}

“Hq & H . 00 raorganized 5. uonfom to 2'/0._ -6, -J'nnn,
‘ im.&nd U Companies reorganised to conform’ 4671/0°1

ar Co-offisially reduignntad "Reconralssanes. Gonpan'
mrganimd to, donforu’to 1/0 18-28,: 8 . .1942

; Lt. 001. ROMR]) l.. mom,=016126 . ‘cav., R A..', assusied eonmund. Auth:
Far 49,.80 219, Hq Fourth Servige Conmgnd,: 12 ﬂsptmbﬁr 3.942, tnd 80 12‘5, Hy
I m& f. D 'ﬂl., 21 Slpt.mbor 1942, )




gort B!‘M_. cu

e Battalinn tranaferred and usignéd to o, - Ganp Hood, ,

-'ruporary' change of station. - guth; Letter Order No. 1, lst Mqrs, . spu

. Troops, Sesond Army, Pt Bragg, N. 0., dated 5 Jenuary 19&3, suabjests ¥iranafes
of 609th TD Bn to Camp Hood, Texas¥, and Letter Hy Sseond n*ny, anhh,'tm.,.

. f1le AG.370,8 (GMBG), 1 January 1943, aubjaot: *Tranarer of 609th_and

m Battullons to Camp Hood, Texas¥,

SEIP—y

,lﬂ'nmlnt nn.de by rall. Firat trnin éaparted e Br:gg
at 2:300 hours. rirth and last tmin departed 7 '

mnual Ganaral Inppoct;ton.. Inipoetor Gcneral: Eajor Ei:By TI{QHPBO s TR
IG), Oup ‘Hood,"Texas..  Auths ‘Ltr.Hq T AUTG, 0ffice of .the Inapéote ’Gonsral,
.Can 5 { -4, Mareh. 1943, mbjeurts.”*aopor'b of AimuglGeneral,
Bs‘btal:lonﬂ ,

_‘ m“lb -.li-”o ¥
£ pnrﬁieipating
i85/ (TB Units

m‘nei "Tuporary'{' ‘tation Hn'tharnn, I,n
in: the Louislana. Third Aray lunuuvoru. '
(R)- GRGOT," Subjecti *Transfer|

g tUTHLE ' : '

S5 Y Yotod sonvoy: elenentu, 29 0fficers 'm 86 _.m departed Gamp-Hood, Texas, © ¥i.
6 Aprﬂ 1943,' $ 3 0800. cloud‘ Hawthomo, Laes 7 A 943 at. ‘hourgy: "7

i alemcnts, y orfieers and 227 B,
] at 1830 houz-l. a'loud Hawthomu,,

sdd " Cam H_uod .._"Toxns‘ 63April
- Lprﬂ*‘i%j”utﬁ'!?ﬁ honrs’ e




L Bn.ttclion pnrticipated in 'rhird nmy Lnuisiana Haneuvera from 12 ppril
1943 Yo 6 June 1943 udner direstion of 'third ery Dneemr Haadquarh ]

. strongthz 5 Officor. - 860 El.

ncfcrancs: neport (undated) of nﬂ‘, aﬂ. mr L‘ x ARNES e
¥Report, upon the. Perfornance of the 609th T D Batislien duping fhird
| lnmvers tron 12 j.pr:l.l to 6 Juna 1943;' ‘ o

APO 93, ¢/o Poatmaster,
. 8hreve ort J:B.v
J\ma

i .-:f Rail olamants, 9 ofric.r-'and 283-."
nt 1800 hourn. .

dn.tod F J’amury 1943- : mthz Iuttdr AG 3510.2 WGO-% Hq"

.. Sam Houston, ‘Texas; 17 June 1943; subjeaty ,.'naurganiut n
aceordance with new Table of Organizations

: : “b), daf.td 3.3 J\mo 1943
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; ‘E;.senho er |

R o ;'  Gols H‘ P. STEﬁlRf, IGD IX corpﬂ, made 1dministrativa Inspaction
T  Battalion,. Authy Lir Hq IX Gorps, 333 1,_19 Augﬂnt 1943, nubjectl ﬁSpecial
.-, Inspection of 609th. 1D Pattalion®, . T

"

: “Battalion ade twantyhfivo (25)
wcathor clear; umorale. oxcolldnt.




i so' 25, 9th Int Div, » Bragg NG 266
14 Jﬁnuary 1942 80 10, ‘9th Inf Dii, pa Bragg, nc' ‘ &
20 Pebruary 1942 . 80 34, 9t Inf nxv, " Bmg, w49
‘_19 hbmary 1942'?*?,;_”30 37, Hq FARTC, rt—. Brugg, NG . 4B
59 80 11., lnt Hq 8p 'trs 2nd L3 !'t Bragg IM |

13 August 1942 5 so 186, “Hg FaRTC, rt Bragg NG - - 1_9" L
2 mguut 191.2 8, 191, Hq rm'c, rt Bragg"ga‘ EINETY




e " Reproduced il thé Dwvight:Di:Eisénhawer Presidential Library
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- MAJOR LOSSES ' = Ekus'm VEN
- _.;.«;.—f-.—goc,mn 0 Bnttnlion -

; LE_EIM S . . DESTINATION - .
10 april 1942 084 Hq 609th T Bn " Tact, & Firing centor,
) . ; : Killeen, Tex, _
6 Junu 19&2 R so 125 Hq 9th Inf Div - n ocs, Ft 3111. okh
= 23 une 1942 so’ 148 g Tt Bragg. uc T 3 Bngr Regh,

.. Op Edwards, Mess,

¢ Miy 1942 so 2 15t Hq 5p tre 2 A 00T, 3wd m 53 W,
: ol RERA 4 ‘Bragg, NC -
80_ 228 Hq 9th Inf Div - Sta Gonp, l’t Bragg Na

so 252 Hq Ft Bragg Nc Sta Gomp, rt Bragg Hc.f*

80 251 Hq 9th Inf niv.

1

80 267 Hq rt Bragg ém
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| ﬁiﬁ?wﬁiﬁaifiuadﬁﬂ OF_COOTH TANK DESTROVER BATIALION FOR PERIOD

3. Jsxtitmﬁf 1944 to R0 Ls_ﬂi’?lﬂi‘iﬁuﬁ 19‘14

{Poviod 20 u@ytambav 1944 o 31 ﬂ@cambar 1944 ceverﬁd by bftar
action anar*s subnltoed Ehﬂaugh Theatep channbla)

Lriglnal Bniﬁ_: ko Chango.

. Changes in orgunlzatlon:

'(lj 26 April 1044: Batbalion wearrunwaed 1a acoordance wlth
/0 & B 1de85, dated 15 iarch Y045,

Strongbi, Cosmissioned end Eulisted:

(1) For periods se indicabed:

1 Januery 19441 officers B7 gy 730

ol Junnary 1944 0 0 Officers b? B 723
20 Fobruspry 1044 officers .55 EM 718
Sl Mareh 1lU4é: Officers 57 . BH 710
SG april 1944s ULficers BY B ouB
51 doy 19443 Officers BH B 878
o June 1944y Offlenrs 49 S 1 1
- Bl July 1944 - Officers 40 ot XN
21 Angust luddy ~ Offlcers &7 B 606
Stationg (percanont oy besmorary):
Qeidp Gnolby, Missleslppl 1 Janusry 1944 G0 1 August 1044
Lump Shanks, How Yoyl 9 August 1844 to 10 supust 1944
il gea - - 11 augnet 1944 to 23 august 1944
BT R Eé‘guguﬁt 1844  to ond of periogd
, ' _ | - covered

%arr&tiva'ef ﬁ?ﬁnﬁﬁ anﬂ marehaa Tox ﬂerio“ naverad:

‘ ‘xhalibv, Hisge
14 F «zahru&:’y ,}.Eie‘éée

ﬁﬂﬁd bﬁxuuct uwarﬂ& at Thﬁatéﬂ Howe B

"b&ttﬁlibn Commander presented 400 members of tha aattallon with



 Unit alerted for movemsnt overpeas. {authi Lbr, AC 355 (TD)
{GHMER ) Uy Ssoonmd anmyy Hemphls, Tonn.s dated 7 June 1944),

Recslved oversens movement orders. (authg *xv, W 37005
{27 June 1944) Qﬁ“uﬂh"fug Ye D Y Bashlngton "353 e Tay 31-3}3 ﬁ@’fﬁ $
“favamanh urmﬂra, shipmeont 5604%, dated 25 June 1344).

| Sholby, 1188,
o 315 _:;!_i: July  T04d

Bﬁtﬁila'oﬁ Frocedure 2£‘aavancad‘0va?saaa Detachmant

advaxeaﬂ Ovepsoas Detachment of £ OFL1cers and 1 LM dee
parted R00C. Arvived at Port Hawllton, H. Yoy 1700, 17 July 1944,
Dagarbed Fort Hamilbton, He Y. for HYPE & 00, 21 July 1944« De- .
partad I E’P"E‘ aboard HY=BE QE‘::OQ g2e July 4,2} alsembarked at ’
furlotk; Seobiand, 11@0, BO July l94d. &rrivca ab av@vaeaa deatiw
nabian,:ﬁraammra, aglands 1300, 30 July l%éé. . |

Canp Shelby, Mies.
4 Aaguﬁ% Ibéﬁ
h&ﬁtalian dsparbed for “Pprm&nant“ change of atation, Camp
ﬂaﬁma He Yo Hovement made by ralle Auths 10, 24Ch Hq & lig

Dot ey 5pﬁuiui lrbnpsg Saﬂand,ammy; Camp ukalby, LS, d&tad
EJ Jﬁi'“ 1’9‘&“}-9 . :,

Pirat Troin Deparbed 0950
Second Train,ﬁﬁpurﬁ@é 3145

ﬁTkEﬁﬁTﬁ% officers &3 G ﬁﬂrrann Gfriaers 2. BN _E06

cdm@ %h&ﬁka, He Te
' Auguat 134%

' Bﬁttn¢ian,azwdvﬁa at new "?arkanﬂnt“ atahian-

First Train ﬁrrivad. 31186
CBecond Traln arplved 15380G-
- Bn Ulesed - - 1B30



Cper _m 50! _231 '

Bza ; ‘aalim:;. -dapartaﬂf fe;* WP& mvamnt made by raile Auth: o
mg Gam}') mamcx; N- Yi, ﬂ&t&d ¥ Aug 19440

Aﬂﬂ&ﬁba foinoru 5& " WQrvanﬁ ﬂffiaara 2p EY _ 604

M sea aboam I\}Y—-E&, .1'? A.uguat 1&344, tmtamd mna of Eﬁa-

msembawked i‘::-am NY—-&&, 0400. mtraimd roz' uanawr Park -
Gamp, %ﬁ&mmquiﬂ:mhwa. m::xﬁim’ée Vo 7630. .

ﬁmﬁ.wﬁ at Llam?car Paz*k }Gamp 1138.

STRENGTH) Officers _33 J Warrant Officers 2 , B _ 504

al;tm uaignad to Third UeSs Army (Au‘ﬁht Letter;
. GGy Bubjocts Troop ‘éaasigmmﬁ {Hoe 1&1) ﬁsadquartam

BT aiiﬁéaav, US Avayy dated, asa July 1944e -

e ummvaxﬂmvk Gany ssmmwtzaahiml Vo 7680, En ‘vlmd
- '-ﬁugu‘ﬁ" thri (15 &ﬁ@bﬁ.ﬂ‘l‘ 1944 .

‘ t.-c

' Bﬂtﬁaliﬂn drwmg ami modﬁ.fying 1ow’ aquimmnt;. T

ﬁaﬁtalim éﬁpax*tezd Iﬁ.&mVer ’Pax*k OSBQQ, anmut‘.e to new overseas
destinations wmovenent wede by Enwtex* convoys Arvived et Dorchester,
- Bngland, 2200s Westher cloudys rosds siippery fop MelB'a; distance
“traveleds 140 silosa. ﬁwala @m&li@ﬁh Btrem,gth: 36 officars,
Q m.rx‘m.h mi‘mara; 603 Eﬁ&* ; el : :




- !g? :'\_7
NORCHESTER, EHGLAND N
T Taptonber 104k SE

¥
_ Baﬁi.alien cmgzartmi Dorchester, England, am*outa for new
ovarseas destinabion O30, Hovemrant made Ly metop Convoye

- Areived at x*omlwz&, England, at 1000s Hambapked on US qu'ﬂ

nw nourss

i '{GXJ&QB (&bﬂm‘d Us 1S ?'a)

'- mmmm.
| ) Boptemboy 1U4d

. Departed from harbnx’ £ 3] Fmrtlanﬂ. mg»;lﬁmd .f‘o:p Franca at '
0;";’363 hourse

QN DBOARD US ISTYs
ZU SeplLember 107

Dhsorbarked ot UTAH BRACH, E”R&K&E, at OZ15 hours. Arrived

ab Tx*mait Aven PR, UTAH BEACH, FRANGHE, &t OBOQ.

d




602 TANK DESTHOYER BATTALION
Camp Breekinridge, XKentkeky

. Histbrieal Record of 609 Tank Destroyer Battalion
for Period 20 Seytemb@r»tg 1 January 18447

'A..Qriginal'vnit:: No change. -

' B. Changes in Organization:  None, _
C. Stations: EI0--20 Beptember 1944 to 1 January 1944.

D. Harches: o . : .

1. Battslion marched from Bransit Area WBW, UTAH
BEACH, FRANCE to MQUTIERS, FRANCE (U?l??); left UTAH BRACH
at 0700, Bl September 1844 and arrived at HOUTIERS at 1425,

&7 Beptember 1945, First day'!s mareh was from UTaH BEACH Lo
8T. HARS, FRANCE, clesing al 1500, 21 September. Second
day's march was to LANGEY, FRANCE, closing at 1530, 22 Sep-
-tember. Unit departed LANGEY atiG730, 2% September, and
closed in bivouse 5 miles south. of SENS at 1830. Hareh was
eontinued at 0640, 26 September; unit arrived in bivouac ab
- 2%. MENEHOLD at 1545, Last dayts march was to MOUTIERS at
which point the battalion was asslgned to 4th £D Gp. by
YOCG, XX¥Corps, 3rd Army: Roads were hard surfaced and in
good econdition. Weather was falr with showers.

E. Campaigns: P : 7 :

1. Battalion partieipated in RHINELAND CAMPAIGH from
28 September 1944 until end of peried., (Authority: Ltr,
7th Army AG 200-6/BPA, 26 June 1945.) | ‘

¥« Battles: i i -

- 1. METZ--Battalion, attached to 10th Armd Da¥. (WA
Co. with CCA, "C" Co. with CCB, and remainder of Battalion
with @ER), partieipated inithls battle north and north-east
of WETZ from 9 December 1944 until 19 December 1944, The -
batiie was part of the RHINELAND CAMPAIGN and resulted in the
crossing of the HOSELLE RIVER and the fall of the eity of
METZ, FRANCE, to the 5rd Army.

: 2. THE BULGE BATTLE--Battle was part of the ARDERNES
CAMPAIGN and lasted from 17 Degember 1945 until 26 December
- 1985, Battalion (less MQ% Co.), attached to 10th Armd Div,
supported that divls fon in blocking the German thrusti along
the SAUER RIVER and toward LUXEMBOURG CITY. In this battle
AR Co. destroyeds S ST |
| ' 1 Mark IV tank
5 Carge trucks.
1 Ammo Carrier .

. . .

£ v—
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. Personnel Carriers
Half-traeck :
Command cap
_ Volkswagons
| 18 Bleyeles _
while nBwu Coi destroyed:s '
-1 Mark VI (Tiger) tank
X Mark IV tank L S :
l.Liaisen'type-airpland (on the ground)
‘1 Battery 105 mm guns ' s
& 88 mm guns S - -
4 AA units .
1 Half-track .
1 Command car
) . B Hortay emplacemerits . -
During this battle "CW 0o, was with CCB, 10th Armd Div, taking
part in the BATTLE of BASTOGNE, ' )

D

 Gle .Gbmmgggéggc@ffiaers in Important Engagements:
- Battalion CO--Lt. Col. Roland A. Browne, Cav.
. Ben Co.—-Capt. John M. Rugh, Cav.
TAY Co.—Capbi Harold H. Dyke, . Jr., w4
npw Co.-——Capt. Albert F. Ahrenholtz, Pa
- ”G”[Goqeneapt..stephen P. Chorak, Pa
£, BULGE BATTLE: : S ‘
Battalion CO—Lt, Col. Roland A. Browne, Cav,
chu.cavmﬁ&apt John M. Rugh, Cav.
WL Co.—Capt. Harold H, Dyke Jr., Fa.
"B" Co.—~ Qapt. Albert F. Ahrenholz, s

H. Losses in Aetion:
}._g Killﬁé: B - . . .
"Al Co. - :
' Sgt. Raymond 4, Janson, l44November 1944
Cpl. Lloyd J. Powers; 25 December 1944
".C PFCG williamzAifGillard,-zé‘Novemher.1944
HBY O _ . SR . '
. T/5 George MeCune, 25 December 1944
4 Robert H. Kurz, 21 December 1944
*T/.5-Hamr?;ﬁ.iﬁr@ﬁﬁe, 24 December 1944
Pvt. John J. Peh@ﬂiwater,_zﬁ.ﬂecember 1944
‘Pvt*JMighael‘J;gﬂughes, 21 December 1944
XPyt. George @. Barnett, 24 December 1944
Pvt. Lawrence_Hixlér,*waunﬁed.S November 1944 '
- and dled of waﬁnds_gle'ﬁqvember 1944, .

P . * These men were woﬁndad_21*béc§ﬁﬁefﬁbutfwéré-killedjby.a.
i éirect bomb-hit on -the aid.stétion, 24 December, . I




KT RSN

2. Woundedy

' Pvt. Harvey 8. Bauman, 3 November 1544

T/5 Carl L. Barkley, 19 November 1944

- Sgt. John §. Johnson, 23 November 1944
Pvi. Winfield 8. Harding Jr., 23 November 1984
8gt. William M. Reardon, 25 November 1944
Cpl. Albert Hiebert, 25 November 1944

- Pvt. Robert L. Hill, 25 November 1944
Sgt. Harvey L..Hamilton, 29 November 1944
8/8gt. Joseph E. Pillinger, 14 December 1944
Sgt. Robert J. Egan, 14 December 1944
Pvt. Claude 0. Watking, 19 December 1944
Sgt. Lawrence R. Moses, 19 December 1944
T/ 5 Sprueff J. Kicklighter, 18 December 1944
8gt. Charles R. Reed, 25 December 1944
PFC General L. Beeler, 25 December 1944
Pvt. Fllie McManus, 20 December 1944

Cpl. Colby N, Ricker, 20 December 1944
Pvt. Paul J. Chesnee, 19 December 1844

PFC. John Hovan Jr., 30 December 1944
PFC. WilllexE, Striekland 23 & 26 December 1944

& Missing: .
. Bgt. Robert L. Hbrton, 18 Becember 1944
'Cpl. David E. Wilson, 19 December 1944
B gt Hichard H. Beaster, 80 December
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