
Ul^IT - HISTORY 605 TANK DESTROTSR 3ATTALI01T 

JANUARY 1945 

a. Original Unit: 
See JAmJARY 

"b. Changes in organization, changes in designation of u n i t s , 
trarffer of unit from one regiment to another as a u n i t , 
or changes due to T/O. 

c. Strength, earamissioned and enlisted: 

( 1 ) At beginning of. period: 
Officers : 46 - 1 7»0 
Enlisted Men: 617 

(2) î Tet increase - each month: 
Officers: 2 
Enlisted I'en: None 

(3) Net decrease each month: 
Officers: ITons 
Ilnlisted Men: 46 

(4) At end of period: 
Officers: 42 - 1 WO 
Enlisted Men: 5 7 I 

d-g Stations, Harches, Campaigns and Battles: 

The opening of the n e ^ year found the Division 
beginning its bitterest, most costly battle to item [Xj 
the on-rushing German forces in the Ardennes solient./>j 
The Division struck through the howling blizzards of \V 
Bastogne straight into the might of G-ermany's best 
troops. Daring the first t'.vo dsys the Division 
attacked to the N and HE gaini^ng the h i g h ground 
around iTardin and Michamps. Our attack toward 
Arionco'urt was beaten off and our troops in Micharaps 
were driven out by strong counterattacks. The D i v i s i o n ^ 
straightened out its lines and withdrew to shorten ^ 
its sector, For four da7s, 4 - 8 , the Division held ^ j 
its lines against strong infantry and armored attacks * [ 
supported by large concentrations of nortar, a r t i l l e r y ^ \ 
and 'Tebelwerfer fire. On the 9'th the Division ; 
rencTred its attack again in conjunction with the " 
3 5 t h Infantry Division. Through the 14th the Division 
continued its attacks against very strong resistance 
clearing the towns of Wardin, M a g e r e t , and Benon-
champs and the woods east of Wardin and Benonchaaips. 
The 14th-17th saw elements continuing to advance to 
the N and NE capturing Oabourcy, A r i o n c o u r t , and 
tne high ground S77 of LongvilTy, After regToaping 
and organizing the attack was renewed on the 20th, 
In two d£jys the Division advanced rapidly through 
Kroine, Crendal, Lullange, Hoffelt, Hachiville, W e i l e r , 
Asselborn, and Basbellain, Tr'^isvierges was taken 
and then the attack sv-rung east to secure the 
"Sky Line Drive". Wilwerdange, Holler, and Breidfeld 
fell in the push e a s t . On the 26th. and 2 7 t h elements \ 
of the 9 0 t h Division relieved the Sixth and the / i 
Sixth went into the line just west of the Our R i v e r . I 
Through the end of the month the Division held its 
defensive positions and carried on its rehabilitation 
program to bring the fighting efficiency b a c k up 
to n o r m a l , \ 
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January A Company 

I Company A (-) vm3 attached to Combat Command A 
and supported the attack taking Neffe and the higli 
gro-und E of liageret. Company A destroyed 2 Uli V t a n k s , 
1 SP gun, and 1 armored car. The 3 r d -platoon was 
assigned to Combat Command B , 

2-3 Company A attachments: 
Ist platoon - T? Brown - CC"A" 
2nd platoon - CC"A" 

1st section - Troop D, 86 C a v . S ^ . 
2nd section - TF Britton 

3 r d platoon - T? Kennedy - CC"3" 
The company assisted in clearing Y^ardin and the 
surrounding woods around the town. Helped hold positions 
on the high ground surrounding Wardin. 

4 Company A helped Combat Command A repulse a strong 
countor-attack - 1 M K V and 1 M K IV tank were 
destroyed. 

5 Enemy counterattacks continued with a loss of 
1 M K V I , 1 US M - 4 , and 1 unidentified tank to A Go's 
g u n s . Three additional tanks were later verified as 
destroyed. 

6 - 8 Enemy counterattacks continued in f o r c e . 

9 1s t platoon attached to TF Hannum and supported the 
attack on the high ground to the east of W a r d i n , 

16 Platoons on line in the Division z o n e . 

II The Company supported Combat Command A's attack to 
the ITE. 

12 1 s t platoon of A Company reassigned to TF Brown, 
Com:pany A aided the Command in retaking Wardin and 
clearing the strategic surrounding territory, 

13 The third platoon entered Mageret w i t h Combat Command B 
and helped clear the tov/n, 

14 New attachments: 
3 r d platoon - TF Wall - Combat Command B 
2nd platoon - Combat.Command reserve 

A Company aided in clearing the woods B of Wardin 
and the to7m of Benonchamps and in securing the h i g h 
ground ITE of M a g e r e t . 

15 3 r d platoon supported the attack on Arioncourt 
and destroyed 1 SP gun near A r i o n c o u r t , 

16 The company supported the Command's attack N and ITE 
to capture Longvilly. 

17-20 Defensive positions were held in preparation for 
renewal of the attack. Attachments for the a t t a c k . 

1 s t platoon - TF Lagrew - Combat Command A 
2nd platoon - TF Britton - Combat Command A 
3 r d platoon - Reserve Command 

21-24 Elements of Company A supported Combat Command A as 
the Division attack drove forward. Troine^ C r e n d a l , 
Hullange, Hoffelt, Weiler, Asselborn, and M o n B e c k 
fell to the Command. As the attack shifted east 
Hullange, Drinklange, Wilwerdange, and Binsfeld fell 
to the assault of Company A and elements of Combat 
Command A . 
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25-26 
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4 - 8 
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11-13 

14-16 

17 

21-26 

28-30 

-Tn-nnaTT 

2-3 

On the night of 25-26 Company A supported TF Britton 
and TF Lagrew in taking Hofler and Breidfeld. 

Company under Battalion control in Reserve Command 
at Schimpach. 

B Company 

Company B supported Comhat Command A's advance and 
helped heat off strong co-onterattacks, • 2 UK V tanks 
were destroyed by B Com^pany. 
Attachments f'-̂•r B Company were : 

1st platoon - TF Britton - Combat Command A 
2nd platoon - TF La Grew - Combat Command A 
3 r d platoon - TF Br indie - Reserve Command 

Company B supported Combat Command A's limited 
objective attack S of Wardin, Company B destroyed 
2 Mk V , 2 Mk IV, 1 SP gun, 1 A T gun, and 1 truck in the 
day's action. 

The Company continued to fight off strong counter­
attacks by the enemy, 1 l?k VI being destroying. 

The 2nd platoon supported the attack by TF Hannum 
by making a feint in the vicinity of Wardin, 
B Company supported the attack by Combat Command A 
SH of Wardin and later in taking the town of W a r d i n 
itself. The first platoon destroyed 1 SP gun in the 
vicinity of Wardin, The 3rd platoon relieved the 
2nd platoon, with TF Lagrew. 

Company B supported Combat Command A as the Division 
began to move forward. Benonchamps and Longvilly fell 
in the advance. 

In repulsing a counterattack aimed at Combat Command A 
B Company destroyed 2 M k VI and 1 M k V t a n k s . 

After a short rest B Company joined Combat Command B 
to continue the attack. The following attachments 
were made 

1st platoon - Combat Command B reserve 
2nd platoon - TF Kennedy - Combat Command B 
3 r d platoon - TF Root - Combat Command B 

Company B continued to support Combat Command B in its 
advance through Basbellaiui* and on N and E to 
Weiswampach. 

B Company assisted in setting up a defensive line 
west of the Our River, 

C Company 

The following attachments were made in C Company: 
1st platoon - TF Davall - Combat Command B 
2nd platoon - TF Wall - Combat Command B 
Company C (-) - Combat Command "B" reserve 

C Company supported Combat Command B's attack NE of 
Bastogne through Mageret; 2 A T g-uns were knocked o u t . 

C Company supported elements of Combat Command B 
in attacking NE through Onbourey and Michamps and 
in repelling counterattacks near M i c h a m p s . 

A strong counterattack against TF W a l l was beaten off 
with a destruction of 2 Mk V tanks :ind 6 SP g u n s . 
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5-10 Cor;ruri7 C aided Combat Command B in defending its 
sector of the DiA^ision zone. 8 major counter-attacks 
were tbjown back the nijht of the 5th - 6 t h . The 
2nd r.̂ -'̂ toon -^os-^rcjad 1 Mk VI t;mk before B i x o r 7 . 
A l l available „un3 T'=r3 being used on the l i n e . 
New attachments: 

1st platoon - TP Alexander - CT B7rne j 
2nd platoon - T? Kennedy - Combat Command 3 [ 
5jrd platoon - T? Alexander - GT B7rne s 

13-15 Platoons| of C Company pushed off with their task 
forces ais the attack started again. C Company aided 
in taking Mageret and the high ground beyond 
Arloncourt, and Oubourcy. 5 half tracks and 1 SP 
gun were knocked out in the assault cn Oubourcy, 
In taking Arloncourt 26 prisoners were captured and 
3 MG- nests were knocked out, 

I 6 - I 7 . All platoons of C Company continued to support their 
units as the Division advance continued. East of \l 
Arloncourt 1 75 AT gun was knocked out b y the 
2nd platoon, 

18-20 Defensive positions held by all platoons, Ist and 1 
3rd platoons vith CT Miltonberger and 2nd platoon ' r 
with A Company 603d Tank Destroyer B a t t a l i o n , i 

2I-23 Company C supported the _eneral advance, aidin-g in 
taking Hachiville and Basbellain. 

2S-3I ' Company G moved into'defensive position at Hupper-
dingen and Heinershe id. The last of the month saw }; 
all units in Kleinoscheid under battalion c o n t r o l , [ 

January Keconnaissance Company 

During the month of January 1 platoon of 
Reconnaissance Company was attached to Division 
Trains for security. Another platoon ^.uarded the 
bridge leading E out of Bastogne most of the m o n t h . 

Enemy casualties vyere : [-'. 
^ 5 M K V I ^ tanlvS X 

12 M K V tanks ) 
3 MJC IV tanks L 
1 M 4 traik U,S/ \ 
5 Unidentified tanks ) 

12 SP g-uns ^ 
3 A T guns 
1 Truck 
1 Armored car 

: 4 MG • I / 
4 Vehicles 

32 Prisoners 

i. Losses in action, officers and men: 

Officers: 1 , 
1st L t . Ridyard C . Sloan, 01822916, K I A , 9 Jan 45 I 
1st L t . Kent C. Rogers, 01825492, L W A , 103d, 
Svac Hosp, 2 Jan 45 j 

Enlisted Men: ' 
Sgt Gerald J . A m o s , 6583O32, KIA, I3 Jan 45 ^ 
Tec 5 John H.V.W. Cox, 3523138, K I A , 10 Jan 45 

—^-Sgt Jolin E. Jonson, 38OS3I34, KIA, 1 Jan 45 ^ 
Sgt Chester R. A t w e l l , 36050599> 103d Evac H o s p , ) 

- 7 J ^ 45 • 1 
Pfc T.'alter L. MorriseJ, 31137428, LV/A, 5 Jan ^5 v 
Cpl Anton H . M a t ^ e n , 37127547, LWA, 110th Evac H o s p , 
S Jan 45 
Sgt Wilfred M . Sturm, 370198$8, L W A , 7 Jan 45 

Sgt Kenneth Williams, 39081051, LWA, lOlst Svac H o s p , | 
13 Jan 45 I 
ITfc .Rayrrjond L. Ifnits, 38082037, LV/A, lOlst Svac H o s p , 

jan 4p ^ ' 
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Tec 5 Osccir ^irrh^im, 38177335, ^lA, 39th 
Evac Ho3p, 16 Jan 45 
Ffc Richard D- L. P-rk--^, I8O96886, L'-TA, 21 J.?ai 45 
Cpl Lee B. Curtis, 32141056, LIA, 624 Clearin;-: Co., 
25 Jan 45 
Cpl L-o 7>. Reich, 59^8^059, LV/A, 55th Evac Hosp, 
2 Jan 45 
Tec 5 T^-lvin S. Tlaorin, 57256411, WA, 55th 
Evac nosp, 2 Jan 45 
Sgt Edward E. Mai one, 59587142, Lv7A, 55 th Evac Hosp, 
2 Jan 45 
Pfc William E. Enjard, 56C6OO96, LWA, 35th Evac Eosr 
2 Jan 45 
Pvt AnVnonJ Festillo, 56771245, LWA, 55th Evac Hosp, 
2 Jan 45 
Fvt Ed^ar T. Wright, I9062968, LWA, 35th Evac Kcsp, 
2 J:ui 45 
Pvt Michael LalleJ, 652OO25, VliA, 110th Svac Kosr, 
2 Jan 45 
Tec 5 Edwin A. Eettinelli, 59844570, SIA, 105d 
Evac. Hosp, 7 Jan 45 
Ffc Leonard E. Ziemba, 52288588, LIA, 110th Svac Hosp, 
7 Jan 45 
Fvt Jacv^s A. Kauf^niin, I5O78IO6, LWA, 101th 
Svac Hosp, 10 Jan 45 
Fvt Jolm J. Donahue, 51029482, LWA, 17 Jeai 45 
Tec 4 Larry Graham, 6567059, LEA, 110th Evac Host3, 
18 Jan 45 
S^t Emory K. Trigrs, 6297701, L7.A, 104th Evac Hcs-o, 
9 Jan 45 
Fvt Louis H. Hoffman, 42102925, SWA, 104th Svac Host:, 
9 Jan 45 
Cpl Erejik J. Schaff, 570203^8, SWA, 1 Jan 45 
Fvt Carl E. Dad^an. 51241517, SWA, 1 Jan 45 
Fvt James J..Holland 565I24IO. LWA, 1 Jan 45 
Fvt Edwin J. Loftesness, 59585807, LWA, 1 Jan 45 
Pfc Daniel Parina, 35278446, LWA, 1 Jan 45 
Tec 5 Jolin Chinn, 592O2767, SV/A, I6 Field Hosd, 
2 Jan 45 
Ffc Lawrence J. Sicking, 58O96267, LWA, 105d 
Evac Hosp, 2 Jan 45 
Pfc Clarence E. R-inhart, 56247523, LWA, 110th, 
hjva.c Hosp, 8 Jan 45 
Tec 4 Cecil W. Tlirall, 59680882, LWA, 110th 
Evac Hosp, 16 Jan 45 
Pvt Rcmolo J. C-rappone, 527O8588, I_EA, 105d 
Evac Hosp, 21 Jan 45 
Pvt Roger J. Jahlon, 56678945, LEA, 101th Evac Eostd, 
20 Jan 45 
Pfc John E. Dsltcn, 55646849, LEA, 21 Jan 45 
Sgt Royoe W, H:ill, 572O5O85, LV/A, 107th Evac Hosp, 
24 Jan 45 
Ffc William A. Soritag, 55528159, LWA, I5 Jan 45 

, Ffc Walt-r Jankowski, 57597158, LIA, 824th Med 
Clea-ring. Co, 25 Jan 

j. Former and present m.emhers who have distinguished themselves 
in action: 

A distinguished Service Cross was awarded the 
following for extraordina.ry heroism in action 
i:er G.O. 26, Hdqtrs. Third United States Army, 
51 Jan. 1945: 

Sergeant Robert Hansen jr., A Company 
On 12 IJovember 1944, r. ur ing fui-ious fight iî.g near 
la^l^x, France, the tank dest^^oyer v/hich Serjeant 
KAiJSSll commanded ^'ms hit and disabled by ons^y fire, 
and the crec- •J-^.S '^-rced to uisi^iount. UrO^-i locating 
the source of er.orr'f -"ire, Sorgeant HAHSSN bravely 
reno;i:it-?d 'li biii-aip_, v3hiolo .-.VJI, lU^^ts.-i^ted , 
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fired trie 76 mn\k _:im ^aitil the destroyer 
was again hit and denolishod. Then, hraving the 
intense ene^7 firo, he att^:"ipt3d to go to the aid 
of the cre^7 rcei^hers of ancta^r disabled destroi'er 
but 7/-as knocked unconscious 07 r j i exploding s h e l l . 
Sergeant l-LallSEIT' s courageous de terra in at ion to destroy 
the enemy, and his c-nspicous heroism :-md supreirie 
devotion to duty exerapliry the highest traditions 
of the military service. 
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imiT - HISTORY 6O5D TAiTK DESTROYER BATTALION 1 
t 

FEBRUARY I945 

a. Ori;:inal U n i t : 
See J A i m R Y 

"b. Changes in org-nization, changes in designation of u n i t s , t r a n s ­
fer of 'onit :^ron one regiment to nnothor as a u n i t , or changes 
due to T/O. 

c. St-renrth, commis-lioned and enlisted: 

^1) At "beginning of reriod: 

Offic-rs : 4 2 - 1 WO 
Enlisted Men: 57I 

(2) Net incr--as5 e:ich r-onth: 

Offic-rs: 1 
Enlisted "sn: 10 

(5) "?t d.6ore^-5e each '^cnth; •-
Of'^io'^rs: None 
"nlisted v^^n:-None 

(4) At end of r--iod: 
Officers : 43 - 1 WO 
Enlisted Men: 5.RI 

d-g Stations, Marches, Cainpaigns, Battles: 

During the month of "^abruar/ the Sixth Armored 
Division crossed the Our Rivar ^nd assa-ulted the 
Siegfried Line panetrating de^p into Germariy.-
On th-=! 6th the Division heg.m the attempt to cross 
the raging O'ar River, tfter a nur^ber of failures 
a "bridgehead ~as established acres3 the river W 
of Dahnen, the first pan of the Division enterir_g Ger-
rcany at O65O on the 7 t h . .^rom 7th to 10th the troops 
E of the river def'.'nded the bridgehead while bridges 
•/ere being b'uilt to bring across the ar m c w r . Proa 
the 10th to the 20th the Division built up its 
stren^^th across the river, consolidated bridgeheads 
and positions, carried on intensive :''econriciis3a3ice, 
and in gen-^ral planned for the attack on the Siegfried 
L i n e . V.hile Combat Coi"'-and A: feinted an assa'ult across 
the river in its sector as a diversionary iQeas'ure, 
the ir.ain ass'^/ult '-^•••.s made in the brid_ehea,d area on 

. February 20th at 0645. The town of Dahnen, first • ' • 
Geriran town to f-.;ll, -•ras taken by 6745 the 2 1 s t . 
By the 24th th'^ Division had cleared its section 
of the Siegfried Line, captorsd some }0 t o w n s , and 
st-ibilized their position -/̂ est of the Frum R i v a r . 
On the 27th the Pr^um --"as crossed and the offensive 
to the east T'enewed again. 

February A Company 

10 Company A was attached to Coiribat Comin;-ind B 
1st and 3rd platoon vith 50th A I B ' 
2nd platoon v7ith 9th A I B 

11 The 3rd platoon cros-ed the Our River with the 50th [' 
Armored Infantry Battalion. 1st platoon was in |; 
position at ILareorn -̂it.h ti"ie 50th, 
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14 2nd platoon reli-vved th- Jrd platoon acres--; tao 
Oiu- River 

18 Tivi 3rd platoon i^'^liaved trie 2nd pl-toon. 

19 ITe'Y assignnents for the assault on the Siegfried 
Line. 

Ist platoon -'-dth TP ward 
2nd platoon with TP Britton 
3rd platoon v/ith TP Brown 

20 The second platoon of CorcpanJ A supported T? Bro'sTn 
in taking the high ground in the vicinity of 
Pre idreckssoif tind Langf uhr. The 2nd platoon aided 
in taking the hi^h gro-und iiear Korschilt and Dahnen. 

21-27 A Company supported Comhat Cor^pany A in cleaning 
up bet',7een the Cur and PruE^ Rivers and took defensive 
positions •'est of the prum. 

28 One platoon crossed the Frum with TP Brindle and 
another aided TF Ward in establishing a bridgehead. 

B Company 

7 Company B was attached to the 17th Airborne Division 
for defense of tbeir sector. 

11 -Co-:-:p-any B relieved from attachment to 17th Airborne 
Division and joined Combat Command A . 

20 Company B s-upported C mba" Coznmand A in its diversionary 
at-"ack west o!^ the Our ?.iver, 

23 One platoon of 3 Company fired at pillboxes across 
the O'or River near Eisenbach. 

Febr-uary G Company 

13 The following disposition of C Compart was m a d e : 
3rd plat''On - relieved 2nd. platoon Company B 
1st platoon - 69th Tank Battalion 

Platoons occuried defensive positions W of the Our River 

2Q Co.rrpany C supported the di'^'ersionary attack by 
Combat Conmand A -est c:̂  the Our, 

22 The 2nd platoon crossed the Our with TF Kennedy and 
assisted in taking Fr-^ischeid and Olverhof, 

23 The first platoon fired at pillboxes across the GVJC 
from positions at Dodershausen, 

28 The 3rd platoon supported TF Brown in tcJ^ing the 
high ^,round east of Lunebach. 

Pieconnaissance Company 

1 1st platoon guarding Combat Command A trains at 
ITiederwaaipach. 2nd platoon made a night patrol to 
trie O-ur River to determine the size of the r i v e r , 

2 The 2nd plat002a made another patrol to the Our in 
search of a possible crossing point near Dahnen. 

9 2nd platoon was guarding the bridge across the 
Our River and carrying mortar ammunition across, 

13 The pioneer pl.-atoon v;as _iven the mission of man-aing 
three observation posts for Combat Command A v;est of 
the Our River. 
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15 Fionser platoc'n he^an r~rovir.g AT nines and setting 
out trip flares in the 15th and b9th Tank Battalion 
^ one s. 

20 Pioneer platoon released frorr- the OF's but continued 
clearing minefields to the end of the month. 

Enem.7 casualties v/ere : 
50 Pillboxes 
15 Prisoners 

i. Losses in action, officers and men: 

Officers: 
1st L t . Julien P . Muller, 01325700, LIA, 101st 
Evac H o s p , 25 ?eb 45 

Enlisted l.'en: 
Tec 4 E m U l o L. Padillo, 58103558, L'TA, 101st 
Evac Hosp, 14 Feb 45 
Cpl Leo B . Edmondson, 57130581, LJA, 14 Feb 45 
Pfc Abraham C. Stabi^-, 52115822, L/JA, 109 Bvac H o s p , 
22 Feb 45 

_ G _ 



UlUT - HISTORY 6O3D TAllK L S S T R O Y e r B A T T A L I O N 

LLiRGH 1945 

a. Original U n i t : 
See JAlHJi^Y 

"b. Changes in organisation, changes in designation of u n i t s , 
transfer of unit fron one regiment to another as a u n i t , 
or changes clue to T/O. 

c . Strength, coirmissioned nnd enlisted: 

(1) A-t he -inning of p-^riod: 
Officers: 4} - 1 770 
Enlisted Hen: 5SI 

( 2 ) Net i^icrease each north: \ 
Of:^icers: I'one [ 
Enlisted ?''en:- 7 | 

(5) Net decrease each nonth: 1 
Officers: 4 \ 
Enlisted Men: None 

(4) A-t end of period: 
Officers: 39 - 1 ^0 [ 
Enlisted Men: 588 . [ 

d-g Stations, M a r c h e s , Campaigns and Battles: i 

During the latter pert of "^ehrucirj the Division 
estc-hlished and enlarged a "bridgehead across tlie 
Fru-3 R i v e r . The Corps mission was to seize the 
higia gro-und west o:-" the Kyll River, effect a junction 
with the XII Corps near Denshorn, and prepare to 
continue the advance east. The Division's first 
objective -."as to seize a bridgehead across tlie Nuns 
River. 37 the 3rd a bridge at Schonechen had been 
captured intact, the bridgehead sec'cired and contact 
made with the 4th In-<^pntr7 Division on the n o r t h . 
The entire Division -."/as relieved for the r^irst tir,e 
in 221 da7s of lighting on !'arch 4th and passed to 
SEAiEE reserve. On March 8th the Division was 
assigned to the Seventh A.rm7. The Division moved 
south to the vicinit7 of "Vie-3-ur-Seille -vvhere it 
was placed in ZV Corps reserve. The mission assigned 
the Division was to exploit t'-e XV Corps breaktb-rough, 
secure the exits to the Rhine plain at Bad Burkheii^j, 
Grunstadt and Dtreisen, to seize the west bank of 
the R h i n e , and seo-ure a bridge across the R h i n e . j 
Combat Command A p-ushed through the XXI Corp's area ; 
n-n^ -i-.h.o Tonainder of the Division tlirough the 3rd i 
and 45th Infantr7 Divisions on the 19th of M a r c h . \ 
By the 21st of y^arch the Divisi'~n had reached the 
Rhine River at ^hine-Darkjieim. On the 23rd M a r c h 
the Division was reassigned to the Tliird U . S / A r m 7 , XX £ 
C o r p s . On the 25th the Division, now under the 
XII Corps crossed the Rhine at Oppenheim and continued 
the attack to the northeast. The Corp's pl;m was 
to exploit the breaktbjro-u^h across the :^hine b7 
using the 4th Armored Division on the right and the 
6th Armored Divis_ion /on the left. The Division 
drove north and "'•̂ cvq-S a bridgehead across the M a i n -
River in Erank.'^urt against v-r7 heav7 r'-sisteaice. _ 
The 5th Infouitr7 Division lat'^r took over this 
brid_,ehead to captu-^e -^he cit7. 
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The Sixth v'ithdrewToroseed. the Main ov--.r the «Oth 
Division hrid^ehead n e . t r Dorni.gshe ..nd .tdvanced 
rapidlj no-th^ o n the 28th. The drive continued 
î '̂ or-ard aoout 8 0 kilomet "n̂ s on the 29th, rj-^nj towns 
he ing captru^ed and nan/ prisoners he ing taken. 
On the 50th the Division received new orders to 
exploit the hreakthr-ough to the '̂E towards T7eiir;ar 
rind Leipiiig. Against scattered resistance the adve.nce 
conti:!vued E and HE to the Eulda P a v e r . Heaviest 
resist^mce was m=t at Alsfeld and Wabern. A b r i d g e ­
head across the Eulda was established at Malsfeld as 
the month ended. 

I'arch Company A 

1 The following at'^achments were made ~ith A Co^r^pan/ 
•units : 

1st platoon -^ith T? '.Yard - Combat Com.mand E 
2nd platoon ^^ith T? Brindle - Combat Comr^and B 
Co-r^-an7 A (-) -ith Combat Coii^rand B . 

'^he Ist platoon c^-'^ssed the Prun'- Hiver end aided 
T? Ward in advnrning to H o f Lierfeld. 

2 Units of Go>i;pan7 A established a ror.dblock at 
Prensfeld, s^urrorted t~-e attack east from Lierfeld, 
and aided in t:0:ing the high ^round V of M a t ^ e r a t h . 

5 CoKpan7 A supported ' the :idv:inGe of Combat Coi^/^and A 
to the '•'̂ ims River. 

4-15 Coripan/ A was released from assignr-ent tnd prepared 
for furt'-.er action. ?'overnent :"rGn Rodershausen to 
Chambre7 "^rance was made on the 10th of l.a-rch. 

20-21 Company A , attached to the 86th Calvalr7 Combat C o m m a n d , 
supported tlae 62 m.ile advance from, Herbelsheim. to 
to Bocivenieim. Th.e unit arrived in Bordenheim on the 
21 et. 

25-26 Corpar.7 A crossed the River Rhine at Oppenheim ;and 
3-upported the adv;nce PT to the Main River at Erankf^art. 
1 8 8 rv' AT gun "^as des^^.ro7ed in the advance. 

29 Tri.e COi'TTtin/ suppoTted the rapid drive H toward Ereib-urg 
destroying 2 P'- mm AiT guns-and 1 ^reight train of 
ammunition. 

.50 Compan7 A oontir/ued to support the drive toward K a s s e l . 
8 trucks •Tith personnel and 5 PB mm AT g'uns "-ere 
destro7ed in the advance. At T.'abern, Ge-rman/ 1 SP gun 
was de3tro.7ed. 

3 Compan7 

1-3 B Coir'panj'" v;as at-̂ r.c-'.ed to 'Reserve Command - not a c t i v e . 

4-15 The following disposition was m.ade "/ith eler.ents of 
E Company in Combat Corim:ind A : 

Ist platoon "ith 9th Armored Infantry 
2nd platoon -/section ^ith I5 Tk Battalion 

/section -v-'ith 86 Caialry Sq^uadrcn 
5rd platoon - 15th Tank Battalion 

20-21 Company B supported the advejice of Coinbat Command A 
for 75 miles from ^^he vicinity of Sarreguem.ines 
to the -est b-.nk c:*̂  the Rh.ine Riv^r near Rhein-T>-jrkhe im. 
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22 The l3t piatooii .^ived ;̂.,cto3'3 the Phi;-ie destroying 
1 river charge, 1 ttac'~J.re g-uJA n e s t , and 1 observatixjn 
p o s t . 

25 Coi'.pgny B crossed tr^e Rhine in the vicinitj of 
0 p e nhe im, below "^r:nhf u r t , 

26-50 Cora pan? B supported the drive of Combat Com-rand A 
into German/ and east towttrd K a s s e l . 

C Cornpan/ 

1 The 5rd platoon o:"̂  C Company was attached to TP 
Brown of Combat C-^mmand A . The platoon assisted 
in the, capture of Bilsoheid and Dachscheid. 

5 The third platoon supported '̂ P Brown in securing 
a bridgehead over the Fires River south of "etteldorf. 

15 T"ae following assignments were made in C Company 
for future op-^r-i"^.iors : 

Ist pla^crn "dth 69th Tank Battalion -
Combat Comi'-and B 
2nd platoon t h 44th Inf^-^try Battalion -
Cov'bat Command B 
3rd platoon Ist section with 69th Tank Battalion 

2nd section with 44th T.aik Battalion 

20- 21 Companj' C supported Corhat Com-^iand B in its rapid 
acivunce from li'iin^en to Bbertsheim. Northwest of 
Z-.7eibrucken enemy resistance was encountered. 
1 83 mm AT g-un in a pi lib or. and 1 I5O mm field 
piece V'-ere destroyed by the third platoon. The platoon 
also assisted in destro/ihg a horse drawn column of 
10 vehicles. 

25 Company G crossed the Rhine River in the vicinity 
v>of Oppenheim below Prank:"urt. 

26 The first platoon destro/ed 1 " K V t:aik north of 
'Valdorf. 

21- 5 I ^C Company supported the Command in its drive north 
\[c^cro3S the >'ain River and east toward K a s s e l . 

Enemy casualties -^ere : 
1 I.:K V tank 
1 SP gun 
8 AT guns 
1 Arty :-un 
1 Pillbox 
1 River ba-^ge 
1 }'G 

—1 jhnmunition train 
70 GP vehicles 
97 Prisoners 

X, Losses j-O; notion, Officers end men: 

Officers: 
Ist L t . Edward Sn/der, 01822588, KIA, 27 March 45 
1st L t . James A . Foster, 01822588, LV/A, 3O March 45 
1st L t . Oran M . Long, OIO30687, 109th Evac Hosp,50 Mar 45 
2nd L t . Hal B . Da/, 02000117, 37/A, 20 March 45 
Ist L t . Kent C. ROgCrs, 01825492, SV/A, 21 March 45 
L t . Col Clarence D . ITcCurry 0359032, Vlk, 29 March 45 
Note: (MIA to d7 4 Ap^il 45) (Officer carried as 
M I A Jc Asgd on this form) 

Enlisted Men : 
Toe 4 Ignati-us M . Rokosa, 56555056, K I A , 5I March 45 
Pfc Frank J. Koch J r , 5586552. KIA, 29 March 45 
Ffc Sidney ... r o i j^cex^-r, 6575155, -lA, 29 M . - -oh 45 
'^ec 5 David B . 72'••oh, 35043194, K U i , 3"' M;i.reh 45 
pre ^y,,irunt ivukulka, 3'6^67145, KIA, 31 March 45 
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Fic ?i-:mi-: L. Barta, l 6 0 0 0 0 4 6 , KIA, 2 9 I'-rch 4 5 
Cpl HohGrt H . l.'oore, 3509793 3, LV.A, 31 I'.-rcla 4 5 
Ffc Charles K . Jacohs, 3317S101, LWA, 31 Larch 45 
Pvt Ranry R. Forun, 31413219, LV.A, 30 March 45 
Pfc Paul L. Tnaeler, 17000713, LT.A to 35th Bvac PIosp. 
31 March 4 5 
Ffc Chi^los B . Carper, 12165512, IV7A, 1 0 9 " ' ^ Bvac Hosp 
30 M a r c h 4 5 
Tec 5 Lawrence J. Beohensten, 12165512 LWA, 109 
Bvac H o s p , 30 Ma-oh 4 5 
Pf^c Mariano Ortega ir. 38070209, I^VA, 8 March 45 
Sgt Jorui E . Y o r k , 58095801, L/^A, 23 M-trch 4 5 

3. Pbrmer and present rrjcmhers who have distirxguished themselves 
in action: 

Silver Stars were awarded the following- fcr gallantry 
in action per Q . 0. 4 9 , Headquarters, Sth A-rnored 
Division, 10 March 1945: 

First Lieutenant Edward Sr^o'der, B Compart 
For gallantry in action in the vicinity cf Wardin, 
Belgium, on 3 January 19^ 5 . During an enery counter­
attack, he displayed _reat co-urage and resourcer^ulness 
in aggressively supporting the attack, continually 
racing from flank to flank to ""ire on enemy t f m k s . 
''Then orders to withdraw were given, he remained in 
position to cover the withdrawal of our tanks and 
infantry, and under heavy enemy artillery end mortar 
fire, left his tenk destroyer to assist in evacuating 
a.wo'unded soldier. En+ered the military service from 
Pennsylvania. 

Private First Class George W . Greek, j r . 
For gallantry in action in the vicinity of A-rloncourt, 
Belgium on I5 January 1 5 4 5 . Seeing a wounded soldier 
about fifty yards ahead of the Destroyer in w h i c h 
he was riding, private First Class Greek voluntarily 
dismounted and crawled to the aid of the wounded n a n . 
Reaching his comrade's side, he was fired upon by 
an enemy machino ,_un and he immediately returned the 
fire v/ith his carbine and permanently silenced the 
machine g u n and he immediately returned the fire with 
his carbine and permanently silenced the machine g u n . 
He then rendered first aid to the wounded man and 
dragged him thj-ough a hail of enemy fire to safety. 
His gallant action and complete disregard for his own 
safety were instrumental in the saving of "'"is 
comrade's life and is in keeping with the finest 
traditions of the military service. 
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UllIT - HISTORY 603D TAl'K DSSTROlER BATTALIOIT 

APRIL 1945 

a. Original U n i t : 
See JAirUARY 

b . Changes in organi^ation, changes in designation of u n i t s , 
transfer of unit fron one re_iment to another as a u n i t , 
or changes due to T/O. 

c . Strength, commissioned ''.nd enlisted: 

^•^^ At beginning of F:^riod: 
Of:^icer3: 59 - 1 WO 
Enlisted I'en : 588 

(2) Met increase each month: 
Offic-rs: H'^ne 
Enlisted Men: 18 

(5) Eet rocrease each manth: 
Officers: 5 
Enlisted Men: Hone 

(4) At end of -lOriod: 
Officers: 54 - 1 WO 
Enlisted Men: 606 

d-g Stations, Marches, Campaigns >and Battles: 

At the begiraiing of th-= month the Sixth Armored 
Division vras ^iven the mission of capturing Erfui't 
and V.'eimar. Tlie Division crossed the Mulda River 
at Malsfeld and continued to advance N and E to the 
Wehre R i v e r . The Division continued on to Gross-
Barschla where a bridgehead across the Werra River 
was gained. Panning out to the east, col-umns ei-itered 
Mllhlhausen at six di"^ferent points to capture the 
city. The Division paused for a short while in the 
vicinity of ?'"dlilhausen to rs,.,roup and continue e a s t . 
During this period a task force was sent ITW to 
contact the 76th DiA^ision and break the stubborn r e s i s ­
tance of the Germans facing the I6th. On the 11th 
the Division pushed east again for a total of 60 miiles, 
liberating 5,000 allied POWs and overr'onning the 
ini^amous camp of Buchen-'ald with its 21,000 political 
prisoners. 5 brid_eheads across the Saale River v^ere 
secr^ed as the push continued. At the Weisse-Elster 
River and in Zeitz stubborn resistince from, small 
arms .-ind AAA fire was met on the 12th and IJth. On 
the 14th the Division broke the Weisse-Elster River 
defense and pushed 25 miles east to the Zwick-Mulde 
River near R o c h l i t z . Tbe adv.;ince continued east 
rapidly across the Zachopan River at Mittweida. Here 
the Division reached its limiting line :-nd stopped 
pushing. Division changed from XX Corps to VIII Corps 
control on the 18th and withdirew on orders W of the 
Mulde River on the 25th. 
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April 
1 Company A was attached to the 86th Cavalry Squadron 

and supported them in establishing a bridgehead over 
the Fulda River SE of K a s s e l . 

3 The Company was attached to the 3rd Cavalry Squadron 
and joined them on the 5th of A p r i l . 

5-11 The Coapany moved with the 3rd Cavalry Group through 
Ehrsten, Elbenberg, Grossolmerode, Volkerode, and 
Bollstadt without action. 

12-15 Company A continued to march with the 5rd Cavalry 
Group through Magdola, Stadtroda, and Ronneberg. 

14 The 1st and 3rd platoons screened the Corps south 
flank with the 43 Cavalry Squadron. At Schonhausen', 
on an A Company outpost, 2 German trucks and 2 Volks 
wagons were destroyed. About 19 SS men were killed 
and still more wounded. 

16 Company A was released from attachment to the 3rd 
Cavalry Group and rejoined the Battalion at S e e l i t z . 

19 The Company moved to zeitz -with the Battalion to 
maintain order within the Landkreis. 

25 The Company and Battalion relieved of duties of 
maintaining order in the Landkreis. 

C Compny 

April 
1 Company C was attached to Combat Command B for the x.^ 

final push into Germany. _ •< bJ"^".-^ 

2 The 1st platoon knocked out 10 SP guns before Bad 
Sooden. The second platoon destroyed 5 AT g u n s , and, 
the third platoon accounted for 4 SP guns and 2 
wheeled vehicles. 

3-4 Company C supported Combat Command B in its drive 
east through Eschwege, Muhlhausen, and on to Schot-
heim. One FW 190 was shot down by company headquar­
ters . 

5 The third platoon downed another FW 190 with 50 cal 
machine gun f i r e . 

6-3 Company C aided in the capture of Welsbach and Neun-
h e i l . 1 wheeled vehicle and three self-propelled 
guns were knocked out SE of Schlotheim. 

12 Company C supported the advance of Combat Company i3 
to Audigust. 

13-15 Company C supported the advance E of the Weisse U l ­
ster River and on across the Mulde R i v e r . 

16-18 The Company assisted in outposting the N sector of 
the liivision zone. 

19 Company moved with Combat Command B to Zeitz to 
maintain order in the surrounding territory. 

25 Duties and responsibilities for order in zeitz 
passed on to the 87th Division. 

April B Company 

1-2 Companv b was assigned to combat Command A with the 
following attachments: 

1st platoon with 9th Infantry Battalion 
2nd platoon with 68th Tank Battalion 
5rd platoon with 15th Tank Battalion 

Company B accounted for 1 Tiger R o y a l , 9 Germans 
killed, and 17 captured. The 2nd platoon assisted 
in the capture of zenner and some 250 Geroians and 
destroyed 2 trucks. 

15 



( ( 
I 

April 

3-8 Company B was relieved of all attachments with Combat 
Command A and assigned to the 80th Infantry Division. 
Company B joined the 811th Tank Destroyer Battalion 
to reinforce them but saw no fighting. 

9 B Company relieved from the 80th Infantry Division 
and assigned to the 85th Cavalry Squadron with Combat 
Command B . 

10 Company B supported Combat Command B's drive from the 
vicinety of Langensalza east. 10 Germans were captured 
and 1 struck and 1 motorcycle knocked o u t . Company B w a s 
relieved from Combat Command B and attached to Combat 
Command A . 

1st and 2nd platoons with 9th Infantry Battalion 
5rd platoon with 86th Cavalry Squdron 

11-14 Company B continued to support Combat Command A in the 
Division's drive across the Weisse Elster River and 
east to the Mulde River. 1 machine gun nest and 2 
88 mm guns were destroyed, 

15-16 Company B continued to support the Division as it moved 
east deeper into Germany. 2 88 mm guns and A- wagons 
loaded with equipment were destroyed and an assist given 
in the capture of over 200 Germans. 

17 Company reverted to Battalion control. 

19 Company B moved to Zeitz with the Battalion to establish 
order in the Landkreis. 

25 The Battalion was relieved of its duties in Z e i t z . 

Enemy casualties were: 
1 TL tank 
1 m V tank 
1 M 4 tank 

31 S P guns 
11 AT guns 
3 Ajrmored cars 
2 MG 

93 GP vehicles 
1 Locomotive 
2 FW 190 

over 800 Prisoners 

i. Losses in action, officers and men: 

Officers: 
2nd L t . Walter R . Fick 01999995, SWA, 8 April 4 5 

Enlisted Men: 
Tec 4 James B . C o x , 35357849, KTA, 13 April 45 
Sgt Lee M . Metroz, 38083351, KEA, 8 April 4-5 
Pvt Harry B. Myers, 3691141, KIA, 8 April 4 5 
rvt Freeman Newman, KIA, 15 April 4-5 
Tec 4 Richard 0 . Tatton, 6579116, L W A , 10 April 4 5 
Tec 5 Morgan B . Phillips, 36247118, L W A , 10 April 45 
Pfc Ralph G. Schoening, 36845564, L W A , 10 April 4 5 
Pfc Dewey D . Bamberger. I 6 O I O 5 O 8 , L W A , 10 April 4 5 
Cpl Paul E. Little, 38086565, LWA, 2 April 45 
Tec 4 Jesse M. Carman, 7040749, L I A , 5 April 45 
Tec 4 Robert L . Childress, 20423288, S W A , 30th F i e l d 
Hosp, 15 April 4 5 
Tec 5 Millard J. Foster, 38062751, S W A , 13 April 4 5 
Sgt Hershel Tipton, 18068005, LWA, 13 April 45 
Pfc Frank Senkulics, 32835161, LIA, I5 April 45 
Pfc Alexander A . Kennedy, 32531556, Lwa, 8 April 4 5 
Pfc Thomas J. Melton, 3^501560, LWA, 15 April 4 5 
Pfc Frank W. Kiefel, 5451362, SVA, 30th Field H o s p , 9 A p r 4 5 
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j , Poraer arid present nieiribers who have distinguished themselves 
in action: 

A Silver Star vxs awarded t-̂ o following for .gallantry 
in action pe^ G.O, 64, Pleadqj.arters 6th Armored 
Division, 8 April 19^5: 

Sergeant Edjnond J. Porter jr., A Go"pany 

For gallantry in ac^^ion in the vicinity of M a n y , France 
on 12 iTovember 1 9 4 4 . Ke left the comparative safety 
of his destroyer and r.;:-n across an open field swept 
by intense enemy machine gun and small arms fire to 
carry a seriously -ounded cor.rade to safety. His gallant 
act was solelv responsible :̂ or saving the man's life 
and is in Iceeping with the finest traditions of the 
military service. 

Silver Stars w ? r e awarded the following for gallantry 
in action per G.O. 7 2 , Pleadouarters 6th Armored 
Division,22 April 1 9 4 5 : 
First Lieutenant Ronald W . Swart, 3 Company 
Corporal Jose Quitana, 3 Company 

A Silver Star ^-as awarded the following for gallantry 
in action per G.O. 7 4 , Pleadouarters 6th Armored 
Division,26 April 1945: 

Private First Class Raymond L. V.'hite, A Com.pany 
For gallantry in action in the vicinity of ?.!agar8t, 
Belgium on 1} January 1945. During an attack his 
destroyer was hit by enemy bazooka fire, injuring 
himself and the oth'-^r crew members. Ignoririg his 
wo'unds he knocked out the enemy bazooka team with a 
hend gxenade and continued to fire on the enemy infantry- " 
m i e n . His heroic determination to engage the enemy reflects 
high credit upon, '-himself and the United States A r m y . 
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i . For.nor t̂ nci p r e s e n t njemoers who hLve d i s t i n^.ui shed t h e a s e l v e s 
i n a c t i e n . 

A Silver Star v;as swerd^d the foiling for gellentry in 
action per G-enoral CrderSl, Headquarters 6 t h Armored 

Division, 5 liay I940. 

First Lieutenant Gilbert 3, Ferver, B Company In the 
vicinity of Missma, Germany &hMi on I5 April I945 -vhen 
light t-3nks were forced into, defilade by a battery of 
dug-in, d u e l purpose g u n s , commanding the terrain over 
•a•radius of several'miles; Lieutenant Ferver with one 
other destroyer, engaged the entire ensmy position. Hia 
brilliant movement and dourageous exposure of his vehicle 
.occupied the enemy until artillery fire could be brought 
to bear on the stron.ghold. By means of his bold approach 
he accurately located the guns end trans::iitted the infor­
mation to the artillery, for fire direction until the 
dominating enemy defense had been neutralized. Eis t a c t i ­
c a l skill, aggressiveness, end devotion to duty reflect 
great credit upon himself and is in keeping Bith the 
finest traditions of the United States Army, 

The Bronze Oak Leafa Cluster to the Silver Star was 
av;arded to the following n:an per General Order 1 1 0 , 
Eeadcusrters 6 t h Arniored Division, 12 Play I 3 4 5 S 

Staff Sergeant Hugo V.jJerussi, C Company For gallantry 
in action in the vicinity of Groitzseh,Geroiany, on 13 
P^pril 1945. Staff Sergeant Jerussi successfully recon-
noitered firing positions to bring effective fire upon 
fifteen enemy flok guns. T h e n , with disregard fosr his 
own personal safetj", he extricated and evacuated two 
seriously wounded men from a disabled destroyer.. Contin­
uing to direct M& the fire of the other tank destroyers 
he set a fine example for his sen. 

Per General Order 110 the follo?jing were awarded the 
Silver Star: 

"^First Lieutenent Julien ?. Iluller, C Coiripanj- For gallantry 
in action in France, Belgium, Luxerabourg, and Germany 
during the period 28 July I944 to 24 February 1945. Hs 
has lead his platoon through many intense actions, ac-
conplishing all missions assigned with a m.lnirnum loss of 
personnel and the loss of o n l y one tank destroyed. On 
numerous occasions he" left the comparative safety of 
his destroyer in order to make a foot reconnaissance, 
often picking out targets' under heavy enemy fire. His 
cool courage-and grim determination to close with and 
destroy the enemy v;as a constant inspiration to his 
men and was in keeping with the finest traditions of 
bhto military service. 

First Lieutenant James Rhodes, B Company For gallantry-
in action in the vicinity of Hoizhausen, Germany on 1 
xipril 1945. Ea approached an enemy tank on foot and 
tossed an incendiary grenade on the engine, setting it 
on fire rand forcing the crew to evacuate. During this 
entire action he wad constantly exposed to fire from 
enemy infantry riding on the tanks and alscj to fire from 
our own& troops. By his initiative, foresight, .and c o o l ­
ness under fire, he was responsible for the destruction 
of'"en enemj'' tank and for the capture ofi a number of the 
enemy. 

First Lieutenant Clayton m, Taylor, C Goapsny For gal-
la ntrj-h in action in France, Belgium, Luxep-bourg, and 
germany during the period 28 July I945 to 25 February 
1945. As a platoon leader and company commander. First 
Lieutenant Ta-lor risked his life many times under enemy 



fire ?r:iiie directing the guns of his u n i t , ConstEntljr 
disregarding his personal safety, hie en actions have 
been a source of inspiration to all under his command 

hhg and are in keeping with the highest traditions of the 
military service. 

Staff Sergeant Eugene C. Eshelman, G, Coapanj- Fof gallantry 
in ecticn in the vicinity of Bad Soot en, Germany on 2 
April 1945. V/hen ten emeiDy self-propelled guns were sighted 
Technician Fourth Grade Eshelman made a foot reconnaissance 
and pieced the destroyers of his unit in position to 
surround the enem.y. In so directing the destroyerd he 
narrowly missed deatg from machine gun bursts but contin­
ued in his mission. While manning a 50 caliber machine 
g u n , he killed twenty enemy infantry and held his position 
while strafed and bombed by twenty-five or thirty enemy 
aircraft. Due to his personal courage and aggressiveness, 
all ten of the enemy guns were destroyed. 

Staff Bergeant lugo V , Jsrussi, C Company For gallantry 
in action in the vicinitjr of Oubourcy, Belgium on 4 January 
1945. With complete disregard for personal safety and in 
face of heavy artillery, anti-tank, end small arras fire 
he dismounted from his destroyer and on foot fc-fe^-fe led his 
platoon to firing positions from, which it destroyed seven 
self-propelled guns and one tank, and repulsed a strong 
counter-attack. Staff Sergeant Jarussi's € conduct was in 
keeping with the highest traditions of the military service. 

Sergeant Cnel E , D e a l , C Company For gallantry in action 
in tPie vicinity of Oubourcy, Belgium, on 4 January I 9 4 5 , 
In the facS of artillery, mortar, and small arms fire, 
Sergeant Deal dismounted froijj his vehicle, reconnoitered 
for a firing position, and led his destroyer into -te-ti a 
firing position from, which he destro^red three self-pro­
pelled guns. While on foot he encountered and destroyed 
a bazooka team with his carbine. By his fearless actions 
Sergeant Deal was largely responsible for breaking up the 
enemy counter-attack. 

Sergeant Gleo B , Wheeler, C Coijipany For gallantry in 
action in the vicinity of Oubourcy, Belgium on 4 January 
1945* With complete disregard for personal safety, he 
dismounted from his destroTJ-er in thef-te face of heavy 
artillery and small arms fire and led his destroyer into ̂  
a firing position from which he destroyed seven self-pro­
pelled guns and one tank, therby repuksing an armored 
counter-attack. His conduct was in keeping with the finest 
traditions of the military service. 

Sergeant Kenneth WilliemjS, jS A Company For gallantry in 
action in the vicinity of Manyj^ France on 12 November I 9 4 4 , 
In an attempt to flank the town the two leading destroyers 
were h i t , evacuated, the survivors, who ran for cover, 
Plowever, two of the men collapsed beceused of wounds and 
concussion and were unable to reach safety. Sergeant 
Williams left his position of safety and crossed seventy 
yards of open terrain under heavy enemy fire to carry 
one of the men to safety. 

Technician Fourth Grade Grover V , Morgab, B Company For 
gallantry in action in the vicinity of Zenner, Germany on 
30 March 1945* When his destroyer a direct hit in the 



enabled h i a t o s k f o r c e t o pass a dangerous r o a d j u n c t i o n 
and accoaia l ish i t s n i s s i a n . 

The f o l l o w i n g were awarded S i l v e r S t a r s per G e n e r a l Order 
1 2 5 , Headcpuarters 6 t h Armored D i v i s i o n , 25Llay 1 3 4 5 , 

C a p t a i n L e s l i e W. K i n c a i d , B Company For g a l l a n t r y i n ~ 
a c t i o n i n F r a n c e , B e l g i u m , Luizembourg, and Bermany durlp^+s-
the p e r i o d 23r ;July 1945 t o l A p r i l 1 9 4 5 . C a p t a i n " K i n c a i d 
has t r a i n e d and dommanded a t a n k d e s t r o y e r company 'which 
has accomplished a l l o f i t s m i s s i o n s w i t h a mininfum l o s s 
t o h i s o r g a n i z a t i o n and the l o s s o f 29 enemy t a n k s and 
a s s a u l t guns p l u s numerous p e r s o n n e l k i l l e d f o r t h e 
enemy. At P l o u v i e h , F r a n c e , when p a r t s of a convoy were 
l o s t , he t o o k a I / 4 t o n v e h i c l e and o f h i s own v o l i t i o n 
searched f o r i t t h r o u g h unc^-eared enemy t e r r i t o r y , f i n a l l y 
r e t u r n i n g a l l v e h i c l e s t o s a f e t y . K i s u n s e l f i s h d i s r e g e r d 
f o r h i s own l i f e and c o n s t a n t r e g a r d f o r t h e s a f e t y o f 
h i s men have been i n s p i r a t i o n a l t o the men and o f f i c e r s 
of h i s command. 

Sergeant Edward J, S m i g i e l s k i , A Company For g a l l a n t r y 
i n a c t i o n i n t h e v i c i n i t y o f Thonhausen, Germany on I 4 
A p r i l 1 9 4 5 . K i s d e s t r o y e r had t h e m i s s i o n o f e s t a b l i s h i n g 
an o u t p o s t on a r o a d east o f t h e t o w n , A t r u c k ^ i t h 
t w e n t y enemy s o l d i e r s approached t o w i t h i n f i f t y y a r d s 
of the o u t p o s t b e f o r e Sergeant S m i g i e l s k i was a b l e t o 
i d e n t i f y them. He f i r e d on them h i m s e l f b u t h i s gun 
Jamm.ed, Whi le h i s d e s t r o y e r was f i r i n g on t h e enemy t r u c k 
he grabbed another weapon and k i l l e d a l l t h e enemy who 
t r i e d t o escape. H i s q u i c k a c t i o n and g a l l a n t l e a d e r s h i p 
were r e s p o n s i b l e f o r k i l l i n g f i f t e e n and wounding f i v e 
o f the enemy. 

The f o l l o w i n g man was swarded the S i l v e r S t a r p e r G e n e r a l 
Order I 5 2 , Headquarters 6 t h Armored D i v i s i o n , -26 Hay I 9 4 5 

C o r p o r a l V / i l l i a m F, G i l p i n , B Company For g a l l a n t r y i n 
a c t i e n i n F r a n c e , B e l g i u m , LuSembourg, and Germany d u r i n g 
the p e r i o d 28 J u l y I 9 4 4 t o I 9 November I 9 4 5 and 25 F e b r u a r y 
1945 t o 16 A p r i l 1 9 4 5 , When t h e lead t a n k was p a r t i a l l y ] 
d i s a b l e d , he dismounted i n t h e face of enemy f i r e ; - a n a 
d i r e c t e d h i s t t a n k d e s t r o y e r t o a f i r i n g p o s i t i o n , t h e r e b y 
e l i m i n a t i n g t h e t h r e a t and s a v i n g the f r i e n d l y t a n k and 
crew. On 1 October 1944 i n Greaecey F o r e s t , France 
when h i s d e s t r o y e r was mired i n a stream and was u n d e r 
heavy enemy a r t i l l e r y f i r e . C o r p o r a l G i l p i n e x t r i c a t e d 
the d e s t r o y e r w i t h t h e use of l o g s and t h e n proceeded 
t o t o n two d e s t r o y e r s and t h r e e h a l f t r a c k s o u t o f t h e 
s t ream. H i s c o n s t a n t d i s r e g a r d f o r p e r s o n a l danger r e ­
f l e c t s g r e a t c r e d i t s upon h i m s e l f and the U n i t e d S t a t e s 
Army, 

The f o l l o w i n g were awarded S i l v e r S t a r s per G e n e r a l O r d b r 
143, Headquarters 6 t h Armored D i v i s i o n , 30 Kay 1945* 

F i r s t L i e u t e n a n t Asa L , Dodd, C Company 
F i r s t L i e u t e n a n t Benjamin S. F o g w i l l - , - e Company 
F i r s t L i e u t e n a n t C h a r l e s E, Yoeman, Recon^aissaince Company 
Second L i e u t e n a n t H a l B, Day, A Company 
F i r s t Sergeant Harvey R, G r i c e , Reconnaissance'Company 
F i r s t Sergeant Clarence A. Shsefer , C Company 
T e c h n i c a l Sergeant John W, P a t t e n , Headquarters Company 
S t a f f Sergeant Don V , B r e i n h o l t , B Company 
S t a f f Sergeant Edgar S, Sandeen, B Company 
Sergeant H a r o l d A. B e l c h e r , A Company 
Sergeant John B, Colmone, A Company 
Sergeant Eugene 7 . Deoke, A 8ompsny 
Ser jeant W i l l i a m A. Gates, 3 Company 
3.-?r3caat H a r o l d H. G u l l i c k s o n , ^ GoKoany 



Sergeant 
Sergeant 
Sergeant 
Sergeant 
Sergeant 
Sergeant 
rSergean;;? 
Sergeant 
Ser.^eant 

I'-ver, A Coiapany V.'alter H . Knippplm 
G-eotge C, KIcGann, B Company 
Robert H . LlcCarthy, B Company 
P-mos R» Llunsterman, A Company 
Robert W. Podvin, Eeadquartors Coapany— 
Llanuel Romero, C Company 
Ralph; C. Stith, C Company 
Delinar C, Whiteman, A Company—-
Stanley M , Wilder, Reconnaissance Company—-

k 

H d q t r s . Co» 

Technician Fourth Grade William T . Bellinger, C C a m p a n y— 
Technician Foutth Grade James E, Wilkins, G Ccrapany— 
Technician Fourth Grade Peter C," W o l t a a n , 
Corporal Frank E , Alderman, B Company 

Andrew H, Anderson, B Company 
Clifford 0 , Jack, C Cofeipany 
Albert J. Klinger, A Company 

Corporal 
Corporal 
Corporal 
Technician 
Technician 
Technician 
Technician 
Technician 
Technician 
Technician 
Private 
Private 

Fifth 
Fifth 
Fifth 
Fifth 
Fifth 
Fifth 
Fifth 

Grade 
Grade 
Grada 
Grade 
Grade 
Grade 
Gradw 

Private-
Private 
Private 

Lawrence J» Beckensten, R e n . C o . 
Norbert Borowski, H d q t r s . C o . 
George E . Brittain, A Company 
Justus E , Carmichael, H d q t r s . Co.--
Harold L, Simpson, R e n . Company 
Fred L. Smith, Headquarters C o . 
Carl S. Stetnke, R e n . Company 

First Class William E . Enyard, B Company— 
First Class Oswald J, Olson, B Com'pakiy 
First Class Frank Senkalics, C Company 
Harold W . Libby, B Company, 
Martin R , Raffaeli, B Company 

(SEE 'THE GENERAL ORDER FOR CITATION) 

The fol-^-owing man was awarded a Bronze Oak Leaf Cluster 
to the Silver Star per General Order I 4 6 , Headquarters 
6 t h Armored Division, 3 I May 1945. 
C 
Corporal John B . Colmone, A Company For-gallantry in 
action in the vicinity of Fossieux, France on 25 
September 1944^ His platoon had lost three destroyers 
of its four and the fourth was without communications. 
He volunteered to ride in an exposed position on the 
destroyer to relay commands to his driver. In spite of 
wounds received in the attack he darried on his hazardous 
task until his destroyer was in a safe p l a c e . His daring 
courage in the face of enemy firents in k e e p i n g with the 
highest military traditions. 

The following man was awarded the Silver Star per General 
Order I46 as above. 

Technician Fifth Grade Alton D . Sullivan, M e d i c a l D e t a c h ­
ment For gallantry in action in i%'^M-^^%^^^fi<^^ France 
Belgium, Lusembourg,«and Germany d u r i n g the period 2( July 
1944 to 21 April 1945, While under heavy artillery fire 
he went to the aid of several 
treatment, and evacuated them 
treatment was responsible for 
performed like deeds on other 
of his own safety when he could aid a wounded comrade. 
Els gallant and heroic aotions are in keeping with 
the highest traditions of the Medicak Department^ 

injured m e n , sdralnistored 
to the r e a r . His prompt 
saving their l i v e s . Ha 
occasions, never thinking 


