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a. SUMMNARY OF OUR OPZRATIONS:

At the beginning of the perioed the Battalion, minus "B" and

"C* Companies, was attached to the 3rd Infantry Oivision supporting
the infaniry in its defense of the city of STRASBOURG., "A" Company,
in support of the Tth Infantr% Regiment, occupied direct fire
positions overlooking the RHIN: RIVER, and Reconnaissance Company,
also in supports of the 7th Infantry, ran armored and jeep patrols ,
through the streets of STRASBOURG., “B" and "C" Conpanies were AR
attached to the 103rd Infantry Division supportin% the infantry -
in its attacks toward BARR (V-790785) and SiLisSTAT (V-785623). -
The majority of the month was one of relatively light activity for
"~ ¥he Battalion. During the first half of the period active ozora—

tions were carried out when elements of the Battalion were attached
%0 the 103rd Infantry Division for its mission of clearing a gortian
of the VOSGES MOUNTAINS and seizing the ground NORTH of SELESTAT,
Yhen the 103xrd Infantry Division moved NORTH to the HAGUENAU area

R 4), "A" C was attached to it for the attacks on
guﬁgﬁgaci (3-023330)Ia:glgﬂNDBRSHOFFEN (Q=945342).

Vhen the 3rd Infantry Division was ordered to relieve the 36th
Infantry Division on position in the vicinity of RIBSAUVILLE (V=6955),
all elements of the Battalion returned to the parent unit and moved
%9 relieve the 636th Tank Destroyer Battalion. The normal distribu-
tin was effected with "A" c°m2any in support of the 7th Infantry,

"B" Oempany in support of the 15th Infantry, and “C" Company in
exrt of the 30th Infantry. Reconnaissance Company relieved the
g: Reconnaissange Troop on outposts, OP's, and road blocks on the
vision right flank.

During the latter half of the period the 3ird Infantry Division's
mission was to consolidate the ground taken over from the 36th Division
and %o improve th.-otgonitiuna By limited #bjective attacks. The
Battalion supported the infantry on its limited odjective attacks
with direet assault fire. For the most part the Battalion ocoupied
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defensive fire positions and assisted division artillery by firing
interdictory and harassing missions,

be ENEMY OPSRATIONS DURING THZ PERIODs

Enemy operations durin;; the first half of the period, while the
Battalion ocoupied defensive positions in 3STRAIBOULG, consisted in
the main of light and sporadic artillery fire, .hile elements of
the Battalion were attached to the 103rd Infantry DJivision in the
vieinity of SELESTAT (V=7962) and HAGU X:U (R=-0424), enemy opera-
tions to halt the advance of friendly armor cansisted of blowing
bridges, establishing road blocks, and laying mines on the nmain

vhen the Eattulion moved with the 3rd Infantry oJivicion to
RIBLAUVILLE (V-6955), enemy artillery fire increased conuiderably and
ranged from moderate to intense. DMost of the fire fell on surround-
towns and villages which the tank destroyers were ucsing for
defensive fire positions. Iwo destroyers received direct hits but
neither was destroyed and the casualty rate was low,

During the entire period only a few eremy tanks were observede.
All of them were forced to withdraw by friendly artillery fire beiore
they could get within runge of our tank destroyerse
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At the end of the period the Zattalion occupled defensive Iire
positians in support of the 3rd Infantry Jivision, which held a liue
from SELSSTAT (V=T75615) Southwest to the 48 L.uIliC and then ‘est
to ORBIY (V-575475). "A" Company had one platoon in support of the
Tth Infantry Regiment, one platoon in support of the 15th Infantry
Resiment, and the remuining platoon in Uivicion lleserve; ":=" Coupuny
was in support of the 15th Infantry with two platoons in direct
fire positions and one platoon in Regyimental Tleserve; "C" Coumpuny
was in gupport of tlie 30th Inlu.try wiil two platoons in direct
fire positions and one platoon in ilesimental :ecerve; and leconnais-
sance Company, in support of the 30th Infaniry, occupied outpost,

B

CP'g, and road blocks between the Tth Inlantry and the 30th Ininniry,.

- 8 STATUC O P QSO 2L Ay 1 il ULy

At the end of the period the Tattulion wac only a few men w:ider
strength and battle casualties during tlhie rionth were very lishit—
consequently, persoiiiel problems wsre few,

Ho M=1l0's were loct durin - the period due to ene:yy action but
8 nunber of the destroyers had serious maintenance troubles khat
required that they be zent to Crdnance. Repsirs were slow and,
consequently, the Battalion was without a number of destroyers lor
long perlods of time. 1t the e:d of the period the Battalion had
only 31 tank destroyers operationally fit wiih 5 destroyers in

Ordnance awaiting repairs,
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[T CRULNTS AFD L3SSONS LIARNED:

l., +“hile in defensive positions this Battalion has used the
destroyers to deceive the enemy as to the extent of friendly armor
and artillery by the means of roving guns. Several guns in each
platoon moved constantly during the night, taking up positions and
firin: several volleys of harassing fire fram each position,

Once a tank has been properly laid the most forward point of the
tank and the right and left track marks are marked with string.

By leaving the aiming stake in position the tank destroyer is able
tolggturn to the same position and resume firing without being

re de .

2. A sudden cold spell cume before the oil in the traversing
mechanism could be changed. In this Battalion, to prevent the
traversing mechanimm from "freezing up”, a aya%am was instituted
whereby the ;uards on duty at nisht tuxrn the traversin: gear at
leust one kuotvel eacl. hour,

vililsR 2o TARDY
Lt Col, FA
, Commending
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FREDERICK C. NINER
Capt, FA
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KUK M0oe 26
Dgcember 1

Reconnaizocance Co in process of patrolling streetc ox 100 & 7 Uy
*A" Company in gup Tth Inf occupied direct fire positionu on | ed.c
of STRASBCURG; "IB" Comp-ny atchd 103rd Inf 2iv placsed in Jivision
Reserve at VILL: (V=680715); "C" Company atchd to 103rd In{ 'v in
support of Regiments on attack of 1.7 BACH (v=695710) and I22 .. i55.0
(v=475739).

Decgember 2

Ron Co continued armored and jeep patrols in JSR.AGLLUING; & Co in
sup Tth Inf in defense of S RL5UTR wm* Co atechd 103rd Inf Yiv renained
in Division leserve at VILL? (680715§§ C Co atchd 103rd in{ Jiv in
support of regts on attaciks 2A5T of TRTBACH and IfT 2 ILL I, fired
54 rds Hi—FKO'd 1 'iG, 1 OP and captured 1l Plis,
December 3
Ren Co continued armored und Jjeep patrols in JSURWGTWUHG; A Co in sup
Tth Inf in defense of 57 : . 30UNG; © Co atbhd to 103rd Inf Viv, 2nd plat
Div reserve at DAMB.CH (v-773§92), 1 plat on road blocks at ZPUIG
V=799734); C Co atchd 103rd Inf Div occupied direct fire positions in
SCHARWILLER (V~T72653) in support of Infantry-——captured 10 ey durin; perioé

Decenber 4

Ren Co continued armored and jeep patrols in STRASBOURG; A Co in
sup Tth Inf in defense of STRAL1Z0URG; B Co atchd 103rd Inf Jiv, entire

c assernbled at Ii3:NJHEIL in reserve; C Co atehd 103rd Inf viv
egoup, defensive fire positions FAST of SCIILR ILLZR,
Degember 5

Ren Co continued armored and Jjeep patrols in STRASICUNGy; A Co in
sup Tth Inf in defense of STRASHOURG; B Co atchd 103rd Inf Div——entire
ocompany assembled at :BIRSHYIM in reserve; C Co atchd 103rd Inf Div
ogoupying defensive fire positions EAST of SCHERWILLIR,

December 6

Ren Co continued armored and jeep patrols in STRASBOULKG; 4 Co in
sup of Tth Inf in defense of STRASBOURG; B Co relieved of attachment
103rd Inf Div, moved to DORLISHEIM (V-816918), carry on program of
tank and gun maintenannce; C Co relieved of at%aohn.nt O3rd Inf Div
moved to MOLSHEIM (V-825931) carrying on program of tank and gun
maintenancge.

DEOCEMBER 7

Ron Co continued armored and jeéep patrols in STRASBOURG; A Co in
sup Tth Inf in defense of STRASBOURG, fired 69 rds HE, 9 rds smoke and
18 rds APC at ey strong points in GAMBSHEIM (3.1111053, B Co in Bn
reserve at DORLISHEIM cantimmed prograr. of tank and gun maintenance;

C Ce in Bn reserve at MOLSHEIN gontinuled program of tank and gun
maintenanse. -
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December 8

Ren Co cantinued jeep and armored patrols in STRASROUIGy A Co in
sup of 7th Inf in defense of STRASROURGy B Co in Bn reserve at DORLISHEIM
continued program of tank and sun maintennngce; C Co in 1n reserve at
KOLSHEIN continued program of tank and gun maintenance,

December 9

Ren Co continued jeep and armored patrols in STRASDOURG) & Co
relieved attachment 3rd Inf Jiv and atchd 103rd Inf Iiv moved to
assembly area at LA  ‘LCK (=907275) in preparation of supporting Inf
on attack; B Co placed in sup of Tth Inf relieved A Co in positions
in defense of LUIRAUBOURG; C Co moved to new area on SOUTH edge of
STRASBOUTC continued program of tnnk and gun maintenance.

Decamber 10

Ren Co continuad jeep and armored patrols in STRAGBOURG; A Co atchd
103rd Inf 2iv, 1 plat in :iv Reserve, 2 plats placed in sup of 410th
Inf; B Co in sup Tth Inf in defense of STRAGDCUNG; C Co placed in Div
reserve carrying oi: prosram of tank and :un maintenance,

Necomber 11

dcn Co continued armored and jeep patrols in STRASEOUNG; A Co atchd
103rd Inf 2iv, 1 plat in iv eserve, 2 platsin sup of 410th Inf; B Co
in sup of Tth Inf in cveilense of SINALBCURGY C Co in DNiv reserve moved
1 qun into pocition to Iire on pillboxes aon ZAST bank of the RHINT,
firing 5% rdc ii. at 3 pillboxes.
Decenmber 12

“en Co continued armored and jeep patrols in UTR.ASTOURG; 4 Co atehd
103rd Ini -iv, 1 plat in Jiv reserve, 2 plats in sup of 410th Inf; B Co
in gup of 7th Inf in deiense of STRASBOURGy C Co in Jiv reserve moved
into position to fire on pillboxes on :ZAST bank of HHINE, fieing 162
rds KPC oxd 45 rds iU at 5 pillboxes, results unknown.

Decembar 13

Ren o conitinued araored and jeep patrols in LD .or0U0iGg & Co atchd
to 103rd Inf viv, 1 plat in Div ‘ecerve at SUNOILICY N (Q=945342)
2 plats in support of 410th Inf on attack JASY of DU TI.CH (R=023330);
B Co in wup of Tth Ini in defense of STU.SCROUNG; C Co asscmbled in Jiv
reserve cngaged in moinlen:nmee, reliabilitation, and training.

December 14

ilen Co continued arnmored and jeep patrols in UTRAUSTOUNG; . Zo atchd
103rd Inf Jiv entire couppnny assenihled in Div leserve at DI TF III.CH
(R=033372); 2 Co in sup Tih Inf in defense of LSTRAYBOMG; C Co assoribled
in 7iv reserve en-agzed in ir:intennnce and training—-, 1 plat moved to
firing positions and Tired 152 rdc !I. at ey pillboxes on “ACT bank of
RIIN 56
Decenber 15

len o continued crnored ant jeep patrols in ST SNRCUNRy 1 plat fired
40 rds 3Tmm H:, 1 belt 430 cal md 1 belt 50 cal harassing fire at ey
pillboxes on A3T baniz of I l; 1 Co relsaged atchment of 103rd Ini iv

moved to NORTH edge of J7RA5ECULG and placed in Vv Reserve;
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% Co in sup Tth Inf in defense of TR 0UHG fired 40 rds . at pill-
boxes vic L Zridge (-055974); © o noved to assenbly area vie
RID IAUVILLI in support 30th Inf.

Decaember 16

Aen Co continued armored and Jjeep patrols in ST7WiDOURG, 1 plat fired
40 rds 37mm H:, 1 belt of 30 cal and 1 belt of +50 cal harassing fire
at ey pillboxes on :#AST ZBank of RHINE3 4 Co in Div reserve carried on
program of cun and tnk maintenance; T Co in gup of 7th Inf in defense
of SYRASZ0URG; C Co in asusembly area at RIDV/VILLE in support of 3Cth Int

December 17

2en Co continued armored and jeep patrols in STASROURGZ, 1 plat fired
40 rds 37mm I, 1 belt of 430 czl and 1 belt of .50 cal harassing fire
at ey pillboxes on SALY bank of II'IT3; 4 Co relieved 3 Co in position
in sup oI Tth Inf in defense of LT 1:CBOURG; B Co relieved of support
Tth Inf, atchd to 117th Tlen Sqdn woved to defensive positions vie
of GELTZ (R=270327); C Co rernined in assembly areas at RIBL.UVILLE
in support 30th Inf.

December 18

Two platoons Hen Co continued armered and jeep patrols in 3TRASEOURG,
1l plat moved to I A'TT7ILLI and placed in sup of 30th Infj; A Co in sup
Tth Inf in defense of = MN.SBOURG fired 113 rdo H- at ey p boxes and
strong points on ©AST clde of RHINY River; B Co atchd to 117th Ren Sqdn
occupied defensive position vic 5ILTZy C Co in sup of 30th Inf moved
with Inf on attack of JAYSHRSBURG (V-£44500).

December 19

Two platoons BHen Co continued armored andiizop patrods in STRA3SBOURG,
1 plat remained in assembly area vie RIBEAUVILLE in support of 30thy A Co
in sup of 7th Inf in defense of STRAUBOURG; B Co atchd 117th Ron Sqdn
occupied defensive positioms vie 3:LTZ and SOUFFLEH:IM (R-1652%5), C Co
in sup of 30th Inf ocoupled direot fire positions vic KAYSERSBERG,

Decenber 20

Two platoons Ron Co continued armored and Jeep patrols in STRASBOURG,
1l plat remasined in assembly area vic RIBEAUVILLE 4in sup of 30th InranA Co
in sup of 7th Inf in defense of STRASBOURG; B Ce atchd 117th Ron 3Sq
ococupied defensive positions vic 3TLTZ and SOUPFLSHEIgﬁ C Co in support
of 30th Inf occupied direct fire positions vie KAY3ERSBIRG,

December 21 :

Ren Co reliefed of nmission of patrolling STRASBOURG moved to positions
K of ABSPACH (V-629505) and relieved 36th Ron Tr on zgaitian; A Co in
sup of Tth Inf moved from 3TRASBOURG to RIBIAUVILLE P tion of
ecoupying new positions; B Co atchd 117th Ren Sqdn ecoupied defensive
ositions viec LEUT NHEIM (R~210270) fired 185 rds HE harassing fire om
own ey strong pointa& C Co in sup of 30th Inf ogoupied direct fire
positions in KRENTZHEIM (V-668485) emd AMMERSHHWIHR (V-6654T2).

Degemdber 22

Rea Co in sup of 30th Inf oocupied cutpost position and OP Nerth
of ALSPACH; A Co in sup Tth Inf ococupied direct fire positions in OSTHEIM
(V~T727513)and BEBLERESIM (V-698510); B Co relsased of atohmens 1174h Rem
S3qdn-moved to RIBEAUVILLE (V;70255¢;'to assembly srea; C Co in sup
Y/
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of 30th Inf occupicd direet fire pooitions in R WIZ2H I cné M. 10T/ IR
December 23

Ren Co in gupport oi 30th _n. occuyied outpoct positions caxd C7'e
Rorth of ALSPACH; .. Co in gup of 7th Inf occupied direct Iiire po.ivionc
in OSTiaIM and B BL I 117y B Co in cup of 15th Inf occupied direct iire

ooitions vic KI.NVIII.I1U {V—667485) and in MITTJULWIHR (V=690500); ¢ Co
sup of 30ith Inf occupied direct fire positionz in iR LIZIITT and
AM_RSCH THR,

December 24

Ren Co in sup of 30th Ini occupied outpout pocsitions snd Cr'c T
of ALSPACH,;3 A Co in oup of 7Tth Inf occupied direct fire positions
in O03TH:IIX and B:BL I .11, fired 147 rds H: harassing fire vie :iLiUl.li
(V=T735475) und 25 rds H: at ey personnel with ;ood results; @ Co in sup
of 15th Inf occupied direct fire positions in (RINTZHLIN and MITY L. IHR
fired 130 rds H:. at ey stroné points in USIGOL H:IIN (V=-675486) and T1
rds HE into BINWIHR (V-693496); C Co in support 3Cth Inf ooccupied direct
fire positions in I 2ZH IM and AI C2UCH IHR.

December 25

. Ron Co in support 30th Inf occupied outpost positions and CP's KN
of ALSPACH; A Co in sup of Tth Inf ocoupied direct fire positions in
OSTHEIM and BBLINHIIM, fired 25 rds ili at ILLIAUUIRN (V=775538), 50 -
rds HE vic HAUJZN, 25 rds HZ at kOS5 INIRANTZ, 25 rds IIZ vie HAUGLN and o
32 rds HE direct fire at CiiTT.U D. JSCHOT: iU Il 811 firing at ey o
strong points with good results; B Co in sup of 15th Inf oecupied direct
fire positions in MITT:ILJ/IHR and B=UVINHR, fired 80 rds IIE into ey

held houses in SIGOLSH:IM and 236 rds B to ey held houses in
BERNVIHR; C Co in sup 30th Inf occupied direct fire positions in
KIENTZHSIM and AMMIRUCH.IHR .

Decenmber 26

Ren Co in support of 30th Inf established read blocks and occupied
outposts and OP's N or ALSPACH; A Co in sup of Tth Inf ococupied direct
fire positions in GUEMAR (V-74+545) OSTHEIM and BEBLENH:IIM, fired
100 »da HE harassing fire wiec ILLHAUSERN gv-760518), 100 x»ds HE .
interdictory fire North of ILLHAUSTRN, 126 rds HE harassing fire vic
ROSENKRARTZ (V-724473) fired 41 rds HC direot fire at CHATCAU de
- SCHOPPENWIHR and 125 rds HE harassing fire vic ROSUNKRAKTZ; B Co in
sup 15¢h Inf occupied direct fire positions in MITTELWIHR and BENK. IHR,
fixed 14 rds HE at ey ocoupied houses in support of attacking inf; C Co
in c%g;gnlnx ocoupied direct fire positions in KI-NTZHEIM and :

. Desember 27

Ren Co in sup 30th Inf o-tabliihod road blocks and occupied ocutposts
and OP's N of ALSPACH; A Co in support Tth Inf occupied direct fire
,;;:ticna in GUEMAR, OSTHEIM, and BEBLENHSIM, fired 150 rds HE harassing
1S e T hmata; 61 s 12 st iy a1 ek soouad BATAD e
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B Co in sup 15th Inf ocoupled direct fire positions in
BENXWIHR and MITTELWIHR; O Co in sup ggzh Inf ocoupied ct fire

positions in KIGKTZHZIM and AMMERSCHYIHR,

|


http:oocup1.ea
http:attaold.ng



