CITATION FOR DISTINGUISHED SERVICE CROSS

WALLACE L. CLEMENT, 023157, Major, Cavalry, for extraordinary herolsm
against the enemy in the vieinity of Sasso Bolognese, Italy, on 19 Apr.l 19L5.
Accompanyling an armored force consisting of one company of tank destrovers amd
one comparny of tanks which was asaigned the misslon of cutting a read hehind
an ensmy force which was blocking the advance of friendly infantry elements,
Major Clement, voluntarily taking command, decided to split the armor into two
columna and have them converge on the enemy's rear, Despite the fierce battle
that was raging around him between the armored elements and the enemy artillery,
mortars, machine guns and small arms, he dismounted and went around to all the
platosn leaders and most of the Tanks and Tank Destroyers to explain his plan
ard to give instructions. Returning to hia lead wehiele, he ordered an advance
and personally led the attack with such determination that the enemy resistance
was overrun and the force advanced to the road Jjunction where the armor was to
be aplit up into two columns. With complete disregard for his personal safety,
Major Clement again dismounted, went rorward, and supervised the evacuation of
the woundad and thea removal of the knocked out Tank which was then blocking the
road. Completing a foot reconnaissance of the left fork of the road under intense
fire from esnipers and machine gunners, he led his column in an outflanking maneu-
ver and reduced the immedlate resistance. The column which he was leading reached
its objective that nlght, outflanking the enemy force and reducing its resistance.
Major Clement's herolsm, inspiring leadership and indomitable spirit under intense
fire exemplify the higheat traditions of the Armed Forces of the United States,
Entered the United States Military Academy from Massachussetts.
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