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TO: The O f f i c e r s a n d E n l i s t e d Men o f t h e S9Uth Tank D e s t r o y e r B a t t a l i o n . 

Upon t h e s u c c e s s f u l c o m p l e t i o n o f t h e s t r u g g l e a g a i n s t a f a n a t i c a l enemy 
i n I t a l y , a n d m»re r e c e n t l y i n t h e v;hole o f E u r o p e , I w i s h t o o f f e r my h e a r t ­
f e l t t h a n k s a n d t o e x t e n d my humble c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s t c each a n d e v o r y one o f 
y o u . Words c a n n o t e x p r e s s t h e g r e a t - o r i d e I e x o e r i e n c e i n commanding s u c h a 
s p l e n d i d u n i t . Never have y o u f a i l e d t o c a r r y t h e f i g h t t o t h e enemy r e g a r d ­
l e s s o f where he was t o h e f o u n d . Ycu h a v e s u r m o u n t e d d i f f i c u l t i e s t h a t \iete 
t h o u g h t t o h e i n s u r m e u n t a h l e . Yours h?as h s e n t h e good f o r t u n e o f s u p x i o r t i n g 
a l l o u r A l l i e s i n c l u d i n g t h e B r i t i s h , F r e n c h , a n d t h e B r a z i l i a n s , Y o u r 
a s s o c i a t i o n a n d f i n e s - o i r i t o f c o o p e r a t i o n w i t h u n i t s o f d i f f e r e n t n a t i o n ­
a l i t i e s has r e n d e r e d p r a i s e f r o m a l l s o u r c e s . T h i s was a c c o m p l i s h e d o n l y 
t h r o u g h good s o l d i e r i n g , t r u e c o m r a d e s h i p a n d p e r f e c t tes,mwork. You have d e ­
f i n i t e l y d e s t r o y e d % enemy Tanks a n d S e l f P r c - o e l l e d Guns, ?0 O P ' s , 3^ V e h i c l e s 
3 M o r t a r s , ?7 FA P i e c e s , 1 0 1 M a c h i n e Guns, ?9 P i l l - h o x e s , 17 Ammo D u i i p s , 5 
H o r s e C a r t s a n d 2 M u l e T r a i n s , i n I t a l y a l o n e , i n a d d i t i o n t o k i l l i n g 396, 
w o u n d i n g 25g and, c a p t u r i n g 3 t ? 8 g o f t h e enemy* 

P u l l r e a l i - ^ a t i o n o f a l l y o u r s p l e n d i d v o r k comes w i t h a c o m T j a ^ i s o n o f o u r 
own B a t t a l i o n s t r e n g t h t p t h e numbers vrs have k i l l e d a n d wounded, as w e l l as 
c a p t u r e d . You a r e t h e envy>.of a l l f i g h t i n g u n i t s i n t h e U . S. Army. 

L e t us n o t ^ f o r g e t o u r v a l i a n t dead who gave t h e i r l i v e s w i l l i n g l y f o r 
t h e cause t h a t i s b o t h t m e a j i d . j u s t . May t h e i r s p i r i t r e m a i n w i t h us a l w a y s . 

Whatever t h e f u t u r e m i g h t h o l d i n s t o r e f o r u s , f a c e i t w i t h t h e same 
s p i r i t o f a g g r e s s i v e n e s s as y o u have shov;n a n d o u r s w i l l be c o m p l e t e v i c t o r y . 

May God b l e s s e v e r y o n e o f y c u ] ' 
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