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Dear (Would a p p r e c i a t e prompt r e p l y - d e a d l i n e 3LDBG) 

The e n c l o s e d "QUESTIONNAIRE" was sent to Hy Horowitz by Harry Matzen, P r o f e s s o r 
of H i s t o r y a t U l s t e r Community College, Stone Ridge, New York 12484, on b e h a l f 
of two Dutch authors. Dr. N. I , Veld and Dr. A. K. A l t e s . Mr. Matzen sent 
the request to "Hy"-with the request t h a t the "QUESTIONNAIRE" be placed i n 
Workshop News, however the authors have a deadline date of the 3 l 8 t of January 
1981, T-hla deadline date negates the use of our p u b l i c a t i o n , - o n t h i s date our 
next e d i t i o n w i l l be i n the process of e d i t i n g , p r i n t i n g or m a i l i n g . I have 
s e l e c t e d 50 members of the a s s o c i a t i o n who I deem r e s p o s i b l e to respond'to the 
"QUESTIONNAIRE". This-50 members-is a "mix" of people from each u n i t - t h a t 
would give the authors a comprehensive and composite response to t h e i r q u e s t i o n 

I urge you to answer the "QUESTIONNAIRE",-let us not dep r i v e the authors an 
opportunity to p l a c e i n Hi s t o r y , the s t o r y of the Seventh Armored D i v i s i o n ' s 
Combat experience i n Holland. Our d i v i s i o n has s u f f e r e d from a l a c k of such 
e f f o r t s . For example, f o r our part i n the L i b e r a t i o n of France the d i v i s i o n • 
was c i t e d w i t h the French Fourragere (Higher Headquarters turned i t down), the 
Story of the B a t t l e of the Bulge i s "BASTOGNE". The American Army, to my 
knowledge, has shown ve r y l i t t l e i n t e r e s t i n what the D i v i s i o n done i n Holland. 
The only g r a t i t u d e the Seventh Armored has r e a l i z e d i s from the People of 
Holland, the Overloon War Museum, and a l e t t e r sent to General Hasbrouck by 
G e n e r a l Dempsey of B r i t i s h Second Army i n which he wrote: " I c o n e r a t u l a t e you 
a l l on the sp l e n d i d way i n which you h e l d o f f the strong'eneiiy, a t t a c k which 
came .against you a t M e l j e l , You were h e a v i l y outnumbered, but, by holding 
f i r m , as you did, you gave me ample time to b r i n g up the necepsary r e s e r v e s . 
I a p p r e c i a t e the h i g h f i g h t i n g q u a l i t i e s which your d i v i s i o n showed." 

L e t us not deprive our D i v i s i o n of the chance to r e c e i v e i t ' s due c r e d i t f o r 
the a c t i o n to be depicted i n the book, "BATTLE IN THE SHADE". 

NOTE: Do NOT Bend your r s p l l e s to the authors I n Holland, ag d i r e c t e d I n the 
second paragraph of P r o f e s s o r Matzen's QUESTIONNARE LETTER. Send your r e p l i e s 
t o me: Norman G. J . Jones, I 6 l 5 Washburn S t . Scranton, Pa. 18504. 

I n w r i t i n g your r e p l i e s - p l e a s e w r i t e on one s i d e of sheet, to those who have 
the opportunity to type i t , p l e a s e make a second copy f o r our f i l e s . I have 
e n c l o s e d an e x t r a c t from our "Beaches to the B a l t i c " t o r e f r e s h e n your memory. 
P l e a s e mail the "Questionnare", to other members you deena, worthy. ( J 



EXTRACTS FROM THE DIVISION HISTORY: "FROM THE BEACHES TO THE BALTIC" 

P r i o r to the move to Holland the D i v i s i o n had been engaged i n the Moselle 
R i v e r Crossing,and the towns of G r a v e l o t t e , S t . Prlvat,-Pagny w i l l not be 
f o r g o t t e n by those t h a t were t h e r e . The Moselle R i v e r was c r o s s e d I n 
c o n j u n c t i o n with the 5th (Red Diamond) I n f a n t r y D i v i s i o n on the night of 
the 8 September. T h i s was the a r e a of F o r t r e s s Metz, w i t h every advance 
being b i t t e r l y c o n t e s t e d by the enemy, the D i v i s i o n had fought to the S e i l l e 
R i v e r , w e l l to the east of the Moselle, when orders a r r i v e d on the 24th 
September which c a r r i e d i t to Holland. 

The D i v i s i o n became part of F i r s t US Army, and was a s s i g n e d the mission of 
c l e a r i n g the P e e l swamp west of the Maaa (Meuse) R i v e r . Vortum and Overloon 
were a t t a c k e d on the 30th of September, CCB l i b e r a t e d Vortum on the 2nd of 
October-Overloon a t t a c k e d by CCA was h e a v i l y defended by German paratroops 
and A i r Force personnel. CCA's a t t a c k was i n two f o r c e s , one under L t . C o l 
R i c h a r d D. Chappuis of the 48th Armored I n f a n t r y Bn, the o t h e r under Major 
John Brown of the 40th Tank Bn. The s o f t t e r r a i n of the a r e a c a n a l i z e d the 
a t t a c k of the tanks t o the roads-there were many l o s s e s to a n t i tank gxms. The 
I n f a n t r y had fought to the o u t s k i r t s of Overloon by 1 October but the defense 
of Overloon,though b i t t e r , was but developing a s enemy a r t i l l e r y and nebel-
w e r f e r s (Screaming Meemies) f o r c e d the a t t a c k to d i g i n to defend what they 
had fought so hard to g a i n . 

On 3 October, OCR a t t a c k e d Overloon from the North, a tapk f o r c e commanded by 
L t . C o l . John Wemple, of the 17th Tank B a t t a l i o n was h a l t e d by a m i n e f i e l d and 
a mortar and a r t i l l e r y barrage. L t . C o l . W i l l i a m H, F u l l e r , commanding the 
38th Armored I n f a n t r y B a t t a l i o n , l e d a second t a s k f o r c e i n a f i g h t through a 
wooded a r e a to w i t h i n a q u a r t e r of a mile north of Overloon,enemy f i r e h e l d 
the f o r c e t h e r e . 

F u r t h e r a t t a c k s on the town (one made a t n i g h t ) were h a l t e d by every conceivabli 
defense known to the enemy. There were m i n e f i e l d s , wire b a r r i c a d e s , elaborate 
dugouts and entrenchments,supported by c r o s s f i r e from r i f l e s and machine guns. 
Mortar and a r t i l l e r y f i r e was i n c e s s a n t . The 38th and 48th Armored Infantrymen, 
entrenched as they were, often were w i t h i n grenade throwing d i s t a n c e of 
entrenched enemy troops. The enemy counter a t t a c k e d c o n s t a n t l y , Foxholes 
exchanged hands i n hand-to-hand fighting-bayonets and grenades were the weapons 
of those days. The f i r e s of the 434th, 440th, and 489 Armored F i e l d A r t i l l e r y 
B a t t a l i o n s were unable to get a t the enemy while he remained i n h i s entrenchnents 
and dugouts, but when the Germans arose to counter a t t a c k , the a r t l l e r y f i r e , 
p l u s the f i r e ofthe troops on the ground, cut them dow n - k i l l e d them by the 
hundreds. On the 4th October, seven separate enemy counter a t t a c k s were thrown 
back a t a t e r r i f i c c o s t to the enemy, and without the 7th l o s i n g any of i t ' s 
p r e v i o u s l y gained p o s i t i o n s . On October 8th, the d i v i s i o n was a s s i g n e d to anoth=e 
Army- t h i s time the B r i t i s h Second, under command of L t . Gen. M i l e s C. Dempsey. 
Ge n e r a l Dempsy had a more important mission f o r ua, t h a t of p r o t e c t i n g the v i t a 
r i g h t f l a n k of the B r i t i s h - C a n a d i a n d r i v e to c l e a r the northern and western 
approaches to the s t r a t e g i c a l l y important port of Antwerp.(The 7th Armored i s 
now o f f i c i a l l y c r e d i t e d with saving t h i s campaign from p o s s i b l e d i s a s t e r . ) 

The D i v i s i o n ' s m ission was p u r e l y defensive - a new r o l e f o r t h i s armored f o r c e 
- and i t was disposed accordingly-There were a few b a t t l e s to g a i n ground more 
advantageous to the defense, and there were l o c a l v i c t o r i e s gained by the 7th, 
but f o r the most p a r t the command waa spread out f a n l i k e a c r o s s the oanal-
s t r i p p e d f l a t l a n d s - watching, p a t r o l l i n g , keeping a l e r t . On October 27th, the 
7th was spread t h i n over a 22 mile f r o n t , hinged i n the c e n t e r a t M e i j e l , and 
s t r e t c h i n g both n o r t h and south on c a n a l l i n e s . The " l i n e " , so c a l l e d . conalstR 
of a number of outposts of a few men each, sometimes a s much as 800 yards aoart 
Gerrran -patrols had been a c t i v e , and the weather had kept A l l i e d a i r p a t r o l s 
on the ground. 
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Enemy, I n t e l l i g e n c e had apparently become w e l l Informed as to the D i v i s i o n ' s 
p r e c a r i o u s p o s i t i o n , f o r i t was a t t h i s time t h a t the German launched h i s now 
famous c o u n t e r a t t a c k designed to d i s r u p t B r i t i s h o p e r a t i o n s on Antwerp, The 
German, d i d not, however, give f u l l enough c o n s i d e r a t i o n to the f i g h t i n g s p i r i t 
of the separated groups of the American 7 t h Armored D i v i s i o n , or t h e i r c o l l e c t ­
i v e potency. 

As soon a s the s t r e n g t h of the c o u n t e r a t t a c k became known, General Dempsey 
ordered a d d i t i o n a l f o r c e s i n t o the b a t t l e , and asked the 7th to hold u n t i l 
they a r r i v e d . The b a t t l e raged b i t t e r l y f o r three days; the 7th Armored, 
outnumbered three to one, conceded l i t t l e ground - and k i l l e d a l o t of Germans. 

The c o u n t e r a t t a c k s t a r t e d with a thundering hour and ten minute a r t i l l e r y 
barrage d i r e c t e d a t the B7th C a v a l r y Reconnaissance Squadron, Mechanized, which 
was holding the c e n t e r of the D i v i s i o n ' s zone. Three simultaneous I n f a n t r y • 
a t t a c k s followed, with the enemy poring a c r o s s the s e p a r a t i n g c a n a l under heavy 
a r t i l l e r y support. The h e a v i e s t blow was d i r e c t e d a t M e i j e l , where there were 
only two platoons to meet the enemy f o r c e s approaching under a heavy fog which 
cut down the f i e l d of f i r e to l e s s than 40 y a r d s . F l a n k olatoons were ordered 
i n t o the f i g h t , but outnumbered and hampered by zero v i s i b i l i t y , the 7th's men 
were f o r c e d back. Other enemy a t t a c k s to the north and south of M e i j e l , had 
been contained. L t , C o l , Boylan's 87th C a v a l r y Squadron launched two counter­
a t t a c k s a g a i n s t M e i j e l during the morning, but the enemy had a strong enough 
foi-ce i n the town to hold o f f the a t t a c k e r s , 

CC R, commanded by Colonel John L. Ryan, J r , was ordered to take over the 
M e i j e l s e c t o r . An afternoon a t t a c k by the 48th Armored I n f a n t r y Bn. was 
thwarted by an enemy a t t a c k i n the opoosite d i r e c t i o n . Many of the troops were 
cut o f f by German tanks, which had been put a c r o s s the c a n a l to support the 
i n f a n t r y . The t h r e a t of encirclement f o r c e d a withdrawal to more advantageous 
p o s i t i o n s . Meanwhile,the enemy was streaming a c r o s s the c a n a l ; an a t t a c k near 
Heitrak, north of M e i j e l , which was supported by 20 enemy tanks was stopped 
by D Troop of the 87th C a v a l r y Reconaissance Squadron and two comoanies of 
Armor from the 17th Tank Bn. 

With the l i n e of the D i v i s i o n shortened, CC B a t t a c k e d along the L l e s e l - M e l J e l 
road on October 28. A f t e r an advance of 3500 yards, r e s i s t a n c e f o r c e d the 23rd 
Armored I n f a n t r y Bn. to d i g i n and hold on gr i m l y to p r o t e c t i t ' s gain. 
A planned secondary t h r u s t down the A s t e n - M e i j e l road was c a n c e l l e d because of 
the heavy pressure t h a t waa being exerted toward the f r o n t and i n f i l t r a t i o n s 
i n t o p o s i t i o n s of the 48th Armored I n f a n t r y Bn t h a t t h r e a t e n e d the s e c u r i t y of 
the l e f t f l a n k of CC R. Defense was continued the remainder of the day and n i g h t 

The German s t r u c k again on October 29,pushing an armored column w i t h heavy 
i n f a n t r y support i n t o L i e s e l , c u t t i n g the main l i n e of communication with the 
23rd Armored I n f a n t r y Bn. Enemy A r t i l l e r y support f o r a l l of the oper a t i o n s 
i n t h i s c o u n t e r a t t a c k was heavy and the armor was b o u n t i f u l . P r i s o n e r s y i e l d e d 
the information t h a t the f o r c e s involved were the c r a c k 9 Panzer D i v i s i o n and 
the 15 Panzer Grenadier D i v i s i o n , plus thousands of oddments - mostly engineers 
and former Luftwaffe personnel. 

As the one enemy column s t r u c k through to re a c h L i e s e l , another a t t a c k e d to 
the north-toward Asten-and with a v a s t l y s u p e r i o r f o r c e of tanks and I n f a n t r y 
was a b l e to make a s l i g h t p e n e t r a t i o n of the l i n e s of the 48th Armored I n f a n t r y 
Bn. Determined t r o o p a I n newly e e t a b l l a h e d s t r o n g p o l n t s to the r e a r of the 
i n i t i a l l i n e of contact broke up t h i s a t t a c k . The approaches to Asten were 
denied the Germans. 
The d e f e n s i v e p o s i t i o n s e s t a b l i s h e d by the 7th were c o n s o l i d a t e d , and were 
taken over a f t e r dusk on the 29th by the r e i n f o r c i n g troops General Dempsy 
had promised. 



(3) 

The D i v i s i o n had accomplished the a s s i g n e d mission. At no time during these 
t h r e e days had a s u p e r i o r f o r c e of e l i t e German troops been able to c r a c k 
the w i l l or the l i n e s of CC B and CC R. There had been withdrawals, but 
i t was w i t h the view to economy of oersonnel and the m i s s i o n i n mind. 

Much c r e d i t f o r h a l t i n g the Germans was due Colonel O r v i l l e W. >ta.rtin*8 
D i v i s i o n A r t i l l e r y , which was augmented by B r i t i s h u n i t s . Each t h r u s t made 
by the enemy was met w i t h d e s t r u c t i v e f i r e — when the enemy i n f i l t r a t e d the 
B a t t e r y p o s i t i o n s the canoneers took up r i f l e s to beat the enemy o f f . One 
German b a t t a l i o n of I n f a n t r y preparing to move a g a i n s t CC R from a wooded 
a r e a north of M e i j e l was rendered completely i n e f f e c t i v e by a r t i l l e r y f i r e * 
On the night of the 28th October, a box barrage-laid down allowed two companies 
of the 48th Armored I n f a n t r y Bn to get out of a p o s i t i o n t h a t was completely 
c u t o f f from f r i e n d l y troops. 

When the 7th was r e l i e v e d , the B r i t i s h V I I I Corp, under which i t had been 
f i g h t i n g , ordered i t to take over a much narrowed s e c t o r south of M e i j e l , 
c e n t e r i n g on the l i t t l e c a n a l Junction town of Neederveert. 

B r i g a d i e r General Robert W, Hasbrouck, former Commanding General of Combat 
Command B, assumed command of the d i v i s i o n from Major General L i n d s a y M. 
S i l v e s t e r on November 1 s t . (He was promoted to the rank of Major General 
on February 9, 1945.) 

From the new p o s i t i o n the 7th went on the a t t a c k , a g a i n s t a dug i n enemy t h a t 
had strewn mines p r o m l s c i o u s l y over the landscape, making i n i t i a l advances 
slow. From a c r o s s the c a n a l Du Nord, the 7th*s southern boundary came f i r e 
from dug i n tanks and a r t i l l e r y . These were s i l e n c e d by B r i t i s h a i r support 
and the d i v i s i o n a r t i l l e r y , and the a t t a c k speeded on toward M e i j e l . Soggy 
Holland f i e l d s and pure swampland p r o h i b i t e d wide' use of armor. The 7th 
fought an i n f a n t r y b a t t l e . Within s i g h t of M e i j e l on the 6th November, the 7th . 
Armored D i v i s i o n was ordered to Ninth United S t a t e s Army. 

Thus ended the 7th*s Holland Campaign. 

I n e x p r e s s i o n of a p p r e c i a t i o n f o r the stand the d i v i s i o n made a t M e i j e l , 
Gen. Dempsey, Commander of the B r i t i s h Second Army, wrote the f o l l o w i n g i n a 
l e t t e r to General Hasbrouck: 

" I c o n g r a t u l a t e you a l l on the splendid way i n which you h e l d o f f the strong 
enemy a t t a c k which came a g a i n s t you a t M e i j e l . You were h e a v i l y outnumbered, 
but, by holding f i r m a s you did, you gave me ample time to b r i n g up the 
n e c e s s a r y r e s e r v e s . I a p p r e c i a t e the h i g h f i g h t i n g q u a l i t i e s which your 
d i v i s i o n showed." 

French C r o i x de Guerre with S i l v e r G i l t S t a r awarded to the 87th C a v a l r y 
Reconnaissance Squadron, Mechanized f o r the a c t i o n a t M e i j e l , Holland. 



qUESTIONNAIRE 

Dear S i r : 
T h i s questionnaire has been sent to you by two Dutch H i s t o r i a n s who are 
c u r r e n t l y preparing a book on the m i l i t a r y events that took place i n the 
Southeastern part of the Netherlands i n the f a l l of 19^4. Dr. A. Korthals 
A l t e s and Dr. N. I n t Veld are both h i g h l y regarded i n the area of World War I I 
h i s t o r y , and they have long f e l t that the b a t t l e that followed the more famous 
"Market Garden" was equally important. We are r e f e r r i n g to the struggle to 
dislodge or eliminate the dangerous Meuse Bridgehead. T h i s bridgehead endanger­
ed the A l l i e d eastern flank and f o r t u n a t e l y was c l e a r e d a f t e r hard f i g h t i n g , 
before the Germans launched the B a t t l e of the Bulge. The f i g h t i n g was centered 
around the towns of Venray and Overloon, with your d i v i s i o n , the 7th Armored 
D i v i s i o n , Involved a t Overloon. A l l the b a s i c r e s e a r c h i n the o f f i c i a l records 
has been completed, and the authors are now c o n t a c t i n g B r i t i s h , German and 
American veterans, such as yourselves, as w e l l as some Dutch c i v i l i a n s , i n 
order to get a more complete and personal d e s c r i p t i o n of the b a t t l e . Can you 
help us out by answering the a t t a t c h e d questionnaire? The experiences of the 
7th Armored are very important to t h i s e f f o r t . 

The book, c a l l e d " B a t t l e i n the Shade" i n Dutch, w i l l be published In the 
summer of 1981 i n time f o r the 37th anniversary of the b a t t l e . Because of the 
time problem, the authors would appreciate i t i f you would send your answers 
d i r e c t l y to them i n Holland, to: Dr. A. K o r t h a l s A l t e s , Heemskerklaan 44, 
3603 GK, Maarssen, Netherlands, by January 31st 1981. On behalf of the authors, 
may I thank you very much f o r your cooperation and c o n t r i b u t i o n . 

1. Did you p a r t i c i p a t e i n the " f i r s t b a t t l e of Overloon" (Sept. 30th-0ctober 7th)'; 
2. I f so, could you give a b r i e f sketch of the experiences you remember. 
3. Did you p a r t i c i p a t e i n the defense against the German counterattack near 

M e i j e l (October 27-November 7 ) . 
4. I f so, could you give a b r i e f sketch of the experiences you remember, 
5. Are there any p a r t i c u l a r s i n which one or both of the b a t t l e s d i f f e r e d i n 

your experience from other b a t t l e s In which you were involved? Please s o e c i f y . 
6. We would appreciate to have an impression of the everyday l i f e i n the f r o n t 

a r e a . Therefore any p a r t i c u l a r s on how you were b i l l e t e d or perhaps entrenched 
whether you managed to get adequate s h e l t e r , sleep, rest-what food could be 
brought up to the front l i n e and whether t h i s was adequate, e t c . w i l l be 
most welcome, 

7. General remarks on morale during t h i s part of your campaign w i l l be of much 
i n t e r e s t . Did you enjoy any leave or entertainment i n the front zone? 

8. What was your impression of the Dutch population i n the area? Do you have 
any p a r t i c u l a r r e c o l l e c t i o n s i n t h i s r e s p e c t ? 

9. What was your Impreeslon and/or experience about the enemy? 
10. Any other comments you think might be of i n t e r e s t f o r the book. 

Of course, i f you d e s i r e , you may answer anonymously or s t a t e preference to stay 
anonymous in the book. UnleflS other wise desired, the p a r t i c i p a n t s statements w i l l 
be deposited with the Netherlands National War Documentation I n s t i t u t e , Amsterdam, 
and/or the L i b r a r y of the Overloon National Museum of War and Resistance, to be 
a v a i l a b l e f o r f u r t h e r research. We w i l l most g r a t e f u l l y r e c e i v e your r e a c t i o n s . 

P r o f e s s o r Dr. Alexander Korthals A l t e s L I . M. Dr. Nanno K.C.A. I n ' t Veld 

Harry Matzen, P r o f e s s o r of Hlsto' 
U l s t e r County Community College 
Stone Ridge, New York 12484 

QUESTIONS 

• I d e n t i f i c a t i o n questions (Name, age, rank, u n i t , s p e c i a l task assigned 
during the b a t t l e period September - November 1944). 



1615 v.ashburn 
Sorantcn, ?a. 

Dear I'^crEac, 
i n c l o s e d are two copies of my attempt a t ansv.'ering the • 

q u e s t i o n n a i r e sent by Drs. A l t e s and Yeld t h r o u g h P r o f e s s o r 
,Katzen concerning the b a t t l e s a t Overloon and M e i j e l . 

Many t h i n g s I remenber q u i t e v.-ell, b u t I • have d i f f i c u l t y 
i n t r y i n g t o p i n p o i n t the t i c e and p l a c e . HoVever, t h i s e x e r c i s e 
has prompted me t o go ahead and complete j o u r n a l s c o v e r i n g my 
experiences t o pass on t o my c h i l d r e n and g r a n c h i l d r e n . 

I w i l l be l e a v i n g f o r 3otsv.'ana i n mid-January f o r s i x weeks 
w i t h the U.S. Agency f o r I n t e r n a t i o n a l Development. F o l l o w i n g 
t h i s , Rosemary and I p l a n t o accept a r e s i d e n t assignment t h e r e 

. f o r about two y e a r s . I w i l l n o t i f y you of my change of address 
so I can keep up w i t h the A s s o c i a t i o n ' s news. 

i s h i n g you a l l 

G a r v i n C. B o y k i n 
Ren Co. 814^ TD 3n. 



1. 

C a l v i n C. Boykin, J r . , age 20 years, P r i v a t e F i r s t Class, 
2 nd P i t . , Recon. Co., 814^ Tank D e s t r o y e r Bn., attached 
to 7^ Armored D i v i s i o n . (M-8 armored reconnaissance car 
gunner). 

1. Hot d i r e c t l y . 

2. Recon. Co. was attached t o Task Force Jones ( 7 ^ Aricd.) , 
which i n c l u d e d a number of Belgians picked up as we moved 
through t h e i r c o u n t r y from France on the way t o H o l l a n d . Our 
m i s s i o n was t o m a i n t a i n road blocks a t Deurne, L i e s e l , and Weert. 
As we moved i n t o V/eert, I b e l i e v e i t was, a number of B r i t i s h 
were i n place and remained f o r some t i m e . The s i t u a t i o n was 
m o s t l y q u i e t save f o r a few German a r t i l l e r y . s h e l l s which -seemed 
to appear every day around 4:00 pm, a jab aimed a t i n t e r r u p t i n g 
B r i t i s h t e a t i m e , we f e l t . A t Weert, or a t o t h e r roadblocks 
we i n h a b i t e d i n the v i c i n i t y , we r a n v e h i c u l a r p a t r o l s and stood 
guard o f f and on a t n i g h t . 

One of our Recon. platoons s e r i o u s l y wounded a German 
s o l d i e r one day w h i l e on p a t r o l . A f t e r b e i n g brought t o our 
command post, the s o l d i e r was given f i r s t a i d , b u t soon d i e d . 
D u r i n g the n i g h t my l i e u t e n a n t asked t h a t I take the s o l d i e r ' s body 
t o the church. Two Belgians placed the body on a ladder and, 
t o g e t h e r w i t h another member of my p l a t o o n , we eased our way 
t o the church, f e a x i n g t h a t i n the darkness we would be f i r e d 
upon by our outposts i n the town. We heard the r a t h e r f e e b l e 
challenge and responded c o r r e c t l y , making our way s a f e l y t o 
the church. A f t e r our knocking, two nuns appeared a t a side 
door and immediately took charge of the body. V/ith apprehension, 
we r a n the g a u n t l e t back t o our command po s t . 

D u r i n g one of the s h e l l i n g s a B e l g i a n was w o u n d e d - s l i g h t l y 
by shrapnel. Not l o n g a f t e r w a r d s a l l the B e l g i a n s r e t u r n e d home. 

My p l a t o o n continued road p a t r o l s and n i g h t s e c u r i t y guard. 
A few times we ran mechanized p a t r o l s a t n i g h t , b r e a k i n g i n t o 
two s e c t i o n s and r e l y i n g on our cat-eye l i g h t s t o keep from 
r u n n i n g t o g e t h e r as we passed each o t h e r i n the darkness. One 
morning a Dutch farmer's wagon h i t a German mine and was demolished -
a p p a r e n t l y a German p a t r o l had s l i p p e d through and l a i d the mine 
d u r i n g the n i g h t . 

About October 9^ we assembled a t a bivouac area near Someren 
and became -part of CCR(7^ Armd.). Here we d i d area and r o u t e 
reconnaissance. 

On v e h i c u l a r p a t r o l s i t was not uncommon t o stop i n a t 
s m a l l shops and cafes s t i l l open f o r business (See l e t t e r s home, 
que s t i o n 10). On one stop I made f r i e n d s w i t h a young Dutch 
•woman who spoke no E n g l i s h . I mentioned the l o c a t i o n of my out­
post town, somehow arranged f o r a date, and p o i n t e d a t my watch 
to i n d i c a t e a t i m e . U n f o r t u n a t e l y , w i t h o u t t h i n k i n g , I had 
p o i n t e d t o 4:00 pm and she a r r i v e d by b i c y c l e j u s t as a few 
rounds of German a r t i l l e r y came i n . L u c k i l y , she jumped i n t o a 
d i t c h and was unhurt. Then she sprang onto her b i k e and pedaled 
av/ay. I never saw her again. 



3. To some e x t e n t , yes-

4. On Oct. 25 Ren. Co. was attached t o CCA of the 7 Armd. and 
moved t o Astsn and prepared t o defend a g a i n s t a German armor 
a t t a c k near M e i j e l . M a i n l y our mission was p a t r o l l i n g i n the 
v i c i n i t y of V/eert. These were day and n i g h t p a t r o l s as I r e c a l l , 
which i n c l u d e d Asten, Neederweert and V/eert. Vv^hile not on road 
p a t r o l we were s u b j e c t t o be i n g c a l l e d out t o counter German 
f o o t p a t r o l s i n the area. Reports came i n t h a t c i v i l i a n s were 
b e i n g harassed by the German s o l d i e r s , who were a l s o s t e a l i n g 
f o o d . 

Once my s e c t i o n responded t o a c a l l t h a t a German p a t r o l 
had been s i g h t e d . S p o t t i n g a number of f i g u r e s i n the d i s t a n c e , 
near a ca n a l , I t r a i n e d my 57mm and c o a x i a l l y mounted 30cal. 
machine gun on them, h o l d i n g f i r e and a w a i t i n g c l o s e r i d e n - t i f i -
c a t i o n . My sergeant i n the t u r r e t , sensing they were German, 
tapped the maching gun t r i g g e r pedal. Tracers f l e w among the 
sp r a w l i n g f i g u r e s as I t r a v e r s e d o f f t a r g e t . L u c k i l y , no one 
was h i t , f o r we had been f i r i n g a t Dutch c i v i l i a n s who had been 
r u n out of t h e i r homes by the Germans. 

I n another incidence my s e c t i o n responded t o a c a l l t h a t 
German s o l d i e r s had been spot t e d h i d i n g i n a chicken house. 
One shot of c a n i s t e r from my 37mm s c a t t e r d a l o t of chickens. 

Once w h i l e on p a t r o l a s t r a g g l e r from a German f o o t p a t r o l 
surrendered as we approached. He was from a p a r a t r o o p u n i t , he 
s a i d , and was ready t o c a l l i t q u i t s . I took h i s s m a l l pocket 
k n i f e (which I s t i l l c a r r y ) . 

As c o n d i t i o n s grew more tense f o r us, around November 1 s t , ' 
Recon Co. was attached t o the 38^ Armored I n f a n t r y Bn ( 7 ^ Armd.). 
About t h i s time we parked our v e h i c l e s i n an apple orchard and 
began o p e r a t i n g on f o o t . 

Once we crossed a canal on a boat or r a f t manned by Dutch 
underground, I t h i n k . We stayed f o r awhile a t the edge of a 
marsh i n some vacant houses. V/e helped ourselves t o a few j a r s 
of canned green beans and c h e r r i e s . Then we moved on i n t o the 
marsh, s t o p p i n g a t a peat f a c t o r y ( b r i c k f a c t o r y ) . A few B r i t i s h 
s o l d i e r s posted t h e r e t o l d of German a r t i l l e r y f i r e and expecta­
t i o n s of an a t t a c k ( t h r o u g h the marsh?). The B r i t i s h t o l d of 
Germans be i n g l a s t seen a t the edge of an i s l a n d of t r e e s some 
th r e e to f o u r m i l e s out i n t o the marsh. A f t e r awhile my company 
commander ordered my l i e u t e n a n t t o take a f o o t p a t r o l out i n t o 
the marsh i n the d i r e c t i o n of the t r e e s . The p a t r o l was made 
up of v o l u n t e e r s , mainly from my p l a t o o n , b u t in c l u d e d a t l e a s t 
two members from Pioneer P l a t o o n . Being armored recon. personnel 
we had few r i f l e s , our personal weapons c o n s i s t i n g of carbines 
mainly. I took a captured German Mauser r i f l e and two b a n d o l i e r s 
of ammunition (wooden b u l l e t s ? ) , and took the p o i n t along w i t h 
my l i e u t e n a n t . The c o l d , m i s t y weather bore i n on us de s p i t e 
heavy tankers c l o t h i n g . We walked f o r a time on a sma l l r a i l c a r 
bed, used f o r b r i n g i n g peat-laden cars from the marshes t o the 
peat f a c t o r y . As we v/alked s i n g l e f i l e , we passed bodies of 
s e v e r a l German s o l d i e r s k i l l e d - b y a r t i l l e r y f i r e . One body l a y 



4. (Cont'd.) near a dugout i n the r a i l b e d , an open j a r of 
green beans s i t t i n g nearby. I f e l t s i c k , f o r o n l y a few hours 
e a r l i e r I had helped tnyself from a s i m i l a r j a r , perhaps from 
the same s h e l f . Vve moved on, s p o t t i n g l a r g e numbers of box mines 
l y i n g askew along the roadbed. F i n a l l y , we made a t u r n o f f the 
roadbed and i n t o the marsh tov\fard the t r e e s . As we slogged • 
through the muck the tanker's s u i t on top of wool t r o u s e r s and 
long underwear and sweater, p l u s wool k n i t cap, gloves and heavy 
overshoes weighed heavy. Ve were becoming t i r e d as v/e bogged 
dovm w i t h most every step. As we moved onward I asked myself 
how soon be f o r e we heard from the Germans, l a s t seen a t the edge 
of the t r e e s we approached. B u r s t s from a machine gun answered 
my q u e s t i o n , as we h i t the soggy ground. My r i f l e b a r r e l rammed 
deep i n t o the muck as I f e l l i n t o a p o o l of water. Screams from 
behind me t o l d of someone h i t . Machine gun Tpursts. continu-ed, 
the b u l l e t s s p a t t e r i n g mud i n my f a c e . I crawled out of the 
water, but could see no one. F i n a l l , I s p o t t e d the l i e u t e n a n t 
as he r a i s e d h i s 45 c a l . p i s t o l and f i r e d i n the d i r e c t i o n o f 
the machine gun, then crav\Aled back t o help the wounded man. Two 
or t h r e e of us, those up f r o n t , remained stranded as the others 
vanished. Unable t o see our way c l e a r f o r a w i t h d r a w a l , we held 
f a s t . One of the others t o the r e a r moved up and d i r e c t e d us 
to a p i l e of peat behind which the o t h e r s were h i d i n g . One a t 
a t i m e , v/e made a run f o r t h i s haven as a few s h o r t b u r s t s were 
f i r e d a t us. Reaching the peat p i l e , I found the others moving 
out f u r t h e r t o t h e r e a r , i n c l u d i n g the wounded man (shoulder 
wound) i n the care of a medic. Exhausted, I took a p o c k e t k n i f e , 
r i p p e d the seams, and removed my tank t r o u s e r s . My l i e u t e n a n t -
watched u n t i l I was unburdened, then we moved on t o catch up 
w i t h the remainder of the r e t r e a t i n g p a t r o l . L a t e r , as we 
approached our CP a t the peat f a c t o r y a tank posted there- f i r e d 
a round a t us - - a p p a r e n t l y we were thought t o be the enemy. 
F o r t u n a t e l y , no one was h i t . On our a r r i v a l the B r i t i s h s o l d i e r s 
made t e a , added rum, and o f f e r e d us some. We drank and t r i e d 
t o unwind. I was d i s g u s t e d f o r having worn so many c l o t h e s on 
p a t r o l , f o r jamming my r i f l e , and f o r n o t moving t o the a i d of 
the wounded man. I n f a n t r y we weren't, b u t we had learned some­
t h i n g about f o o t p a t r o l l i n g i n the marshes. I v o l u n t e e r e d t o 
r e t u r n w i t h the Pioneer Platoon and blow up the mines on the 
roadbed, but t h i s m ission was l a t e r c a n c e l l e d . 

Sometime l a t e r my p l a t o o n set up a l i s t e n i n g post i n the 
marshes. I n f a n t r y ( 7 ^ Armd.?) was t h i n l y spread out a m i l e or 
so i n f r o n t of us. Watching through f i e l d glasses, one of our 
men saw a mortar s h e l l drop i n on one of the i n f a n t r y m e n . About 
the same time an American P-51 Mustang f l e w v e r y low over us, 
j u s t beneath overhanging clouds, drawing a b u r s t of automatic 
weapon f i r e from the Germans beyond. The motor s p u t t e r e d and 
the plane plunged toward the ground. The p i l o t b a i l e d out a t 
once, h i s chute b a r e l y opening before he h i t the ground back 
of the German l i n e . The plane exploded on impact, the machine 



4. ' (Cont'd.) gun ammunition c r a c k l i n g a f t e r w a r d , much as f i r e ­
c r a c k e r s . A f t e r the explosions stopped, the American infantrymen 
crawled out of t h e i r holes and warmed themselves near the flames. 

L a t e r we moved back along a canal. Germans were on the 
o t h e r s i d e . A s h o r t American 105mm round exploded near a sergeant 
from the Pioneer P l a t o o n w i t h o u t i n f l i c t i n g a s c r a t c h on him. 
V/e v\^atched B r i t i s h typhoons f i r e r o c k e t s i n t o German p o s i t i o n s 
on the o t h e r s i d e . 

One n i g h t s e v e r a l from my s e c t i o n spent the n i g h t i n a 
warehouse on a canal. V/e had a 30 c a l . machine gun, unmounted, 
and a bazooka. As we heard movement on the o t h e r side of the 
c a n a l , we were t o l d t h a t the Germans were t r y i n g t o b u i l d a 
b r i d g e t o cross i n an a t t a c k . We f i r e d from time t o time a f t e r 
b e i ng f i r e d upon, llo damage done I don't suppose. Not much 
sleep -- two hours on guard and two o f f , as vas the case v/lth 
many n i g h t s about t h a t t i m e . But I remember we were r e l i e v e d 
by a brigade of S c o t t i s h tanks. One o f our men r e c a l l e d t e l l i n g 
a S c o t t i s h tank sergeant t o watch out f o r incoming a r t i l l e r y f i r e . 
The sergeant j u s t laughed and s a i d t h a t was the way h i s boys 
l i k e d i t . 

L a t e r , i n e a r l y December, we moved to another l o c a t i o n i n 
H o l l a n d , where we l i v e d w i t h a Dutch f a m i l y . Then we were 
attached t o an American i n f a n t r y u n i t up i n the Roer R i v e r i n 
Germany. My p l a t o o n l i v e d i n captured German p i l l boxes and 
p u l l e d s e c u r i t y guard f o r our tank d e s t r o y e r s s u p p o r t i n g the 
i n f a n t r y . The wea'ther was c o l d , wet and m i s e r a b l e . When we 
got the c a l l t o mount up and move out (Dec. 16 or 17) we a l l 
f e l t c h e e r f u l , f o r we were sure we were headed back t o H o l l a n d . -
When we bypassed M a a s t r i c h t and continued south, we f i g u r e d we 
were on our way t o a r e s t camp i n Belgium. L i t t l e d i d we know, 
but soon came t o r e a l i z e , t h a t the German armor had broken 
through i n the Ardennes and we were headed f o r V i e l s a l m - S t . V i t h . 

5. The a c t i o n I saw was c o n s i d e r a b l y d i f f e r e n t than what I 
experienced p r e v i o u s l y . Through Prance my p l a t o o n from time to 
time spearheaded a task f o r c e , or served as a s e c u r i t y f o r c e 
w i t h i n a column as combat commander of the 7̂ ^ Armored moved 
through one v i l l a g e a f t e r the o t h e r . Seldom d i d we leave our 
v e h i c l e s . I n H o l l a n d we parked our v e h i c l e s and f o u g h t as i n f a n t r y . 
There the l i n e s were more s t a t i c and the f r o n t s broader. 

6. See excerpts from l e t t e r s w r i t t e n home under q u e s t i o n 10. 
G e n e r a l l y , we were well-housed, except f o r b r i e f p e r i o d s as 
i n f a n t r y i n the marshes. V/e were w e l l - f e d u s u a l l y , and o f t e n 
traded w i t h the Dutch c i v i l i a n s f o r a few items, a l t h o u g h t h e i r 
r a t i o n s were q u i t e s h o r t . At times g e t t i n g enough sleep a t n i g h t 
was a problem, but t h i s could be made up, sometimes, d u r i n g the 
day. 

7. Morale g e n e r a l l y was good. See l e t t e r e xcerpts under q u e s t i o n 
10. However, there was a f e e l i n g . . t h a t something had gone wrong, 
e s p e c i a l l y d u r i n g Operation Market-Garden, and as w i n t e r was 
coming on t h e r e was every i n d i c a t i o n the war would go on f o r a 
longer time than expected. I d i d enjoy leave from time t o time -



5. 

7. (Cont'd.) see q u e s t i o n 10. 
two w h i l e i n assembly areas. 

V/e were shovm movies a time or 

8. The ^ u t c h were the k i n d e s t , f r i e n d l i e s t and most h e l p f u l of 
a l l the c i v i l i a n s I came i n c o n t a c t w i t h d u r i n g the war. See 
l e t t e r excerpts i n q u e s t i o n 10. I have i n c l u d e d these t o emphasize 
t h i s p o i n t e s p e c i a l l y . And the r e l a t i o n s h i p s e s t a b l i s h e d then 
have continued to the present. As soon as she c o u l d , my mother 
mailed a few scarce items t o the f a m i l y who b e f r i e n d e d me i n 
M a a s t r i c h t . The g i r l Annie (Enny) l a t e r m a r r i e d the Dutch 
b o y f r i e n d she had a t the time I knew her. I m a r r i e d my w i f e , 
Rosemary, i n 1946. Enny and her husband, Theo, and I continued 
t o correspond and i n October of 1970, w h i l e r e t u r n i n g from an 
assignment i n I r a n w i t h the Eood and A g r i c u l t u r e O r g a n i z a t i o n of . 
the UN, Rosemary and I spent t h r e e days with.them i n M a a s t r i c h t . 
Enny's husband i s p u b l i c r e l a t i o n s o f f i c e r f o r the c i t y and 
g r a c i o u s l y took us on t o u r s of f a m i l i a r s i t e s i n M a a s t r i c h t , 
Margraten, and down t o Y i e l s a l m , Belgium i n the Ardennes, where 
we v i s i t e d my f r i e n d Dr. Maurice D e l a v a l . I n 1971 we had another 
t o u r i n I r a n , r e t u r n i n g again t o v i s i t our f r i e n d s i n M a a s t r i c h t . 
They took us t o v i s i t the V/ar Museum a t Overloon and f o r a d r i v e 
around Vv'eert, Nederweert, M e i j e l , A s t i n , and Someren. The most 
h e a r t e n i n g t h i n g was t o the see them l i v i n g happy, prosperous 
l i v e s . They have two c h i l d r e n , boy and a g i r l , b o t h married 
and w i t h c h i l d r e n of t h e i r own. Enny's b r o t h e r s , one an o f f i c i a l 
wiJih-^_ytc^^Hines, "the other a school teacher,' have f i n e wives 
and c h i l d r e n . I t i s a r e g u l a r f a m i l y g e t - t o g e t h e r when we v i s i t . 
U n f o r t u n a t e l y , I d i d not get t o see Enny's mother and f a t h e r 
b e f o r e they died--such f i n e people they were. D u r i n g t r a v e l s 
t o P a k i s t a n f o r assignments w i t h the U.S. Agency f o r I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Development i n 1973 and 1975 I spent a d d i t i o n a l time w i t h my 
M a a s t r i c h t friends.,/ I n A p r i l 1976 Enny's husband, Theo, accompanied 
a group of M a a s t r i c h t runners who brought t h e i r freedom t o r c h 
t o New York C i t y and r a n i t a l l the way t o the steps of the 
C a p i t o l i n V/ashington, D.C. i n commemoration of our Nation-''s 
B i c e n t e n n i a l . Once d e l i v e r e d , Theo caught a plane t o Houston, 
Texas where we v i s i t e d here i n College S t a t i o n . He d e l i v e r e d 
a g i f t t o my mother who was t e r m i n a l l y i l l i n a h o s p i t a l i n A u s t i n . 
My w i f e and youngest son met me i n Amsterdam i n A p r i l of 1979 
as I r e t u r n e d from an assignment i n S y r i a . Again we v i s i t e d our 
M a a s t r i c h t f r i e n d s . I n June of t h i s year my daughter and her 
husband, v\/hile on a business t o u r f o r M o t o r o l a , stopped i n 
M a a s t r i c h t t o v i s i t our f r i e n d s . V/e are t r y i n g t o get both 
Enny arid Theo here f o r an extended v i s i t . 

Cne s i d e l i g h t - - w h i l e I was posted i n Someren d u r i n g the 
b a t t l e s j u s t discussed I s l e p t i n a dugout o u t s i d e a house a t 
the edge of town. Two l i t t l e g i r l s about f i v e or s i x I guess, 
kept checking on me and v i s i t i n g . I brougtLt a s a i l b o a t tTom 
one of the shops and gave i t t o them. They gave me a p i c t u r e 
of the two of themselves, t h e i r names w r i t t e n on the back. I 



6. 

8. (Cont'd.) sent the card a few years ago t o Theo i n M a a s t r i c h t , and 
he c a l l e d one of them v\̂ ho nov/ l i v e s i n S i t t a r d . She remembered 
me and sent me p i c t u r e s of h e r s e l f and her husband and t h e i r 
c h i l d r e n . They seem^jd t o be doing q u i t e w e l l . 

F r iends such as these i n Holland made my s m a l l e f f o r t s i n 
1944-45 a l l worth while.. 

9. My experience face t o face w i t h the enemy was q u i t e l i m i t e d . 
A few p r i s o n e r s here and t h e r e were taken, but we made no e f f o r t 
t o be p a r t i c u l a r l y f r i e n d l y . A t the time we d i d n ' t want t o give 
them the s a t i s f a c t i o n or f e e l i n g t h a t we held them in- awe or 
t h a t they were e x c e p t i o n a l s o l d i e r s . The ones I saw d i d n ' t 
appear t o be out o f the o r d i n a r y . N e v e r t h e l e s s , I had a deep 
f e e l i n g t h a t we v/ere up a g a i n s t s t r o n g o p p o s i t i o n . 



10. E^^cerpts from l e t t e r s home (1944): 

Oct. 2 

Dear Mother, 
I can't t e l l you v/here I am anynnore - t h a t i s what 

co u n t r y V/e are s t i l l seeing q u i t e a l o t of r a i n and i t 
i s g e t t i n g much c o l d e r . Hope the war ends b e f o r e i t gets too 
much c o l d e r Don't worry i f you don't hear from me so o f t e n 
because these are some days - i n f a c t l o t s o f them when I am 
unable t o w r i t e 

Your son, 
C a l v i n 

Oct.' 4 

Dear Daddy, 
Today i s r e a l l y c h i l l y - an e x c e l l e n t day f o r a 

good f o o t b a l l game. I ' d have p l e n t y of pep on a day l i k e 
t h i s . There i s n ' t much news - none t h a t I can t e l l a t l e a s t . ... 

Your son, 
• C a l v i n 

H o l l a n d 
Oct. 5 

Dear Mother, 
I can t e l l where I am now so you probably judged 

by the heading. Sorta g e t t i n g around t o see the world / 
The b u i l d i n g s here are much more modern than what I've seen 
ye t - they give some of the f i n e s t homes i n our c o u n t r y a 
run f o r t h e i r money. R i g h t now I am s l e e p i n g i n a s t a l l 
f i l l e d w i t h hay and g e t t i n g the best sleep I've had i n weeks. 
An apple t r e e nearby has wonderful apples My what a l i f e . 
Vv'ho said t h e r e was a war on? How l o n g t h i s w i l l l a s t though 
I don't know. V/ent through a w i n d m i l l the o t h e r day - something 
I've always wanted to do. And many of the people wear wooden 
shoes too - mos t l y i n the farming d i s t r i c t s though. The land 
i s v e r y r i c h i t looks t o me and the r e i s p l e n t y o f m o i s t u r e . 
This cou n t r y i s O.K. by me. The people are mos t l y blonde 

Your son, 
C a l v i n , 



1 0 . Excerpts froin l e t t e r s home ( 1 9 4 4 ) : (Cont'd.) 

H o l l a n d 
Oct. 12 

Dear Mother, 
How about t h i s s t a t i o n a r y ? P r e t t y n i f t y eh? I got t h i s 

a t a s t o r e near here 
V.'as on a p a t r o l the oth e r day and i t was r a i n i n g cats 

and dogs and c o l d as i c e . Ve looked l i k e a "bunch of drowned 
r a t s . W e l l , we stopped a t a sm a l l cafe and got a cup of c o f f e e 
soybean c o f f e e i t was. There were f o u r n i c e l o o k i n g g i r l s 
t h e r e and they t a l k e d t o us f o r q u i t e awhile and we found out 
t h a t one them could p l a y the piano so she played and the oth e r 
g i r l s sang w h i l e we sat by a f i r e and l i s t e n e d . P i r s t t h i n g -
they played ""Home Sweet Home" and sang i t i n Dutch. Boy d i d 
I get homesick! Then they played " S i l v e r Threads Among the Gold 
and a l o t of t h e i r songs too 

The sun i s out today and except f o r a l i t t l e wind t h a t 
i s b l o w i n g i t i s a p e r f e c t day. Ju s t hope the wind doesn't 
b r i n g r a i n 

Your son, 
C a l v i n 

H o l l a n d 
Oct. 15 

Dear Daddy, 
Am going t o be able t o a t t e n d church t h i s Sunday 

f o r the f i r s t time since I have been here. Needless t o say 
I need t o go 

Your son, 
C a l v i n 

H o l l a n d 
Oct. 25 

Dear Mother, 
I t i s g e t t i n g c o l d e r a l l the time but as long as 

the barns and hay stacks hold out I ' l l manage t o keep warm. 
I wear my long handles a l l the time. Don't worry - we have 
p l e n t y of warm c l o t h i n g Yesterday wasn't Sunday but we 
had church s e r v i c e s and I went and am sure glad I d i d 
I have a dandy German pocket k n i f e , a German t e n t and b l a n k e t 
and they a l l conie i n handy 

Your son, 
C a l v i n 



1 0 . Excerpts from l e t t e r s home ( 1 9 4 4 ) : (Cont'd.) 

H o l l a n d 
Nov.' 8 

Dear Daddy, 
Today has r e a l l y been a busy day f o r me - c l e a n i n g 

my guns and g e t t i n g a l l my equipment i n order. A f t e r t h a t 
was f i n i s h e d they took us t o the showers where we had r e a l hot 
water ( H e e r l e n - - c o a l mines). Gee, but i t sure f e l t good! 

I have been busy the past t e n days and haven't had any 
time a t a l l f o r w r i t i n g 

We were used f o r i n f a n t r y the past week and now I have 
had a sample of what those boys have t o go through. I t s p l e n t y 
rough and I ' l l give the doughboys the c r e d i t . e v e r y , t i m e . - . 

I t has r e a l l y been cold and we have had r a i n almost every 
day and being out i n i t a l l day and n i g h t doesn't help matters 
a t a l l . I am s t i l l i n good h e a l t h and don't even have a c o l d . 

Got a harmonica o f f a German so now I am t a k i n g music 
lessons up where I l e f t o f f a few years ago 

How d i d you l i k e the way the e l e c t i o n came out? Roosevelt 
i s the man a l r i g h t as f a r as I am concerned. Everyone voted 
except me, b u t I ' l l be v o t i n g next e l e c t i o n 

Your son, 
C a l v i n 

H o l l a n d 
Nov. 12 

Dear Mother, 
V/ell - I never thought i t would happen, b u t here I am on 

a pass - i n f a c t I have had two passes t o t h i s c i t y ( M a a s t r i c h t ) 
l a t e l y . We are t a k i n g t h i n g s easy r i g h t now I guess. Went 
to a n i c e dance yesterday and of course I met a v e r y n i c e g i r l . 
A l l the g i r l s could dance e x c e p t i o n a l l y w e l l and the o r c h e s t r a 
was j u s t l i k e an American one. I enjoyed myself more than I 
could ever t e l l you - i t j u s t brought a l l the t h i n g s of home 
c l o s e r t o me. Good music - n i c e g i r l s - they must have been 
the n i c e s t i n town and they could a l l speak E n g l i s h - gee what 
else could a lonesome boy ask f o r ? A f t e r what has happened i t 
was c e r t a i n l y a change f o r me and a f t e r I went t o bed t h a t n i g h t 
I could h a r d l y sleep because i t brought back so many memories 
and I ' l l admit i t made me mighty homesick. 

I have a date t h i s a f t e r n o o n w i t h the g i r l I met - she i s 
v e r y sv/eet 

I t seems t h a t i t has been r a i n i n g f o r alv/ays. I wish the • 
sun would come out one of these days. V/hat I wouldn't give 
f o r a l i t t l e of t h a t West Texas sunshine. I ' d g l a d l y take 
the wind and sand too. 

I don't know when t h i s war w i l l be over, but I hope soon. . 
I l o v e you a l l , 
C a l v i n 
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1 0 . Excerpts froin l e t t e r s hoine ( 1 9 4 4 ) : (Cont'd.) 

H o l l a n d 
Nov. 15 

Lear Mother,' 
I have been i n tovm ( M a a s t r i c h t ) s e v e r a l times now 

t o see the g i r l t h a t I met a t the dance and have r e a l l y been 
e n j o y i n g myself. She has a ve r y n i c e f a m i l y and they have 
been t r e a t i n g me s w e l l . They a l l remind me of our f a m i l y -
the g i r l i s twenty, one boy eighteen and another boy t h i r t e e n . 
Seeing t h e i r home l i f e makes me homesick, b u t a t the same 
time i t reminds me of what there i s w a i t i n g f o r me once I come 
home.I showed them the p i c t u r e s of my f a m i l y and they showed 
me t h e i r s and Annie ( t h e g i r l ' s name) gave mp a p i c t u r e of- her 
and I r e t u r n e d the f a v o r by g i v i n g her one of me 

I guess you a l l have been wondering what I have been doing 
l a t e l y - w e l l , I ' l l t e l l you a l l t h a t I can. As you know I 
was i n the T h i r d Army - then awhile back was put i n the F i r s t 
Army and was attached t o the B r i t i s h Army. V e i l now I am i n 
the N i n t h Army - guess we do get around a b i t a t t h a t 

God Bless You A l l , 
C a l v i n 

H o l l a n d 
Nov. 20 

Dear Mother, 
The c l i p p i n g about the tank b a t t l e ( " F i g h t e r s T e l l 

S t o r y o f F i e r c e s t Tank B a t t l e " by B.J. McQuaid, Company Command 
Post, an American Armored Unix oa the L i e s e l - M e i j e l F r o n t , H o l l a n d , 
Wednesday, Nov. 1 (Delayed) (CDN), F t . " o r t h S t a r Telegram) was 
v e r y near c o r r e c t . We were th e r e a l r i g h t . You are a darn good 
guesser 

The weather i s r e a l l y t e r r i b l e . I t i s always r a i n i n g and 
t h i s mud i s j u s t l i k e s l o p . B e l i e v e me I c o u l d n ' t l i v e i n t h i s 
p a r t of H o l l a n d . Other p a r t s a r e n ' t so bad 

Your son, 
C a l v i n 
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10. Excerpts from l e t t e r s home (1944): (Cont'd.) 

H o l l a n d 
Nov. 23 

Dear Eolks, 
Today i s Thanksgiving Day - - I n time of war one might t h i n k 

t h a t t h e r e are few t h i n g s t o be t h a n k f u l f o r , but a f t e r t h i n k i n g 
i t over today I f i n d t h e r e i s much 

V/e had a good dinner today - t u r k e y , p o t a t o e s , c o r n , c e l e r y , 
gravy, c r a n b e r r y sauce, peaches, c o f f e e and candy 

Today i s v/et as usual but i t hasn't been so v e r y c o l d l a t e l y . 
V/e stay i n houses and barns a t every chance so we keep d r y and 
t h a t i s r e a l l y something f o r t h i s weather. But the i n f a n t r y 
boys - I don't see how they stand up t o i t a^-l. They are -the 
number one boys i n t h i s war as they have been i n the wars of 
the p a s t . 

The news i s l o o k i n g good - I don't see how Germany can 
l a s t much l o n g e r . But they are f a n a t i c a l people and the going 
w i l l be tough up u n t i l the day they are l i c k e d 

W i t h l o v e , 
C a l v i n 

H o l l a n d 
Nov. 26 

• Dear Mother, 
I'm saving the c h i l i and beans (you sent) u n t i l I 

can get some onions and then I w i l l have me a r e a l Mexican 
supper 

The sun was s h i n i n g yesterday and i s a l s o s h i n i n g today, 
but t h e r e i s s t i l l p l e n t y of mud. V/ent t o church t h i s Sunday 
morning 

Your son, 
C a l v i n 



10. i x c e r p t s from l e t t e r s home (1944): (Cont'd.) 

xHolland 
Nov. 30 

Dear Mother, 
Vv'e are s t i l l t a k i n g t h i n g s easy - b e l i e v e me t h i s 

i s the l o n g e s t v a c a t i o n t h a t I've had i n a l o n g t i m e . There 
must be a catch t o i t somewhere. You remember the g i r l (-^nnie) 
t h a t I was t e l l i n g you about i n one of my l e t t e r s - w e l l I 
have been t o see her s e v e r a l times s i n c e . Irvhen I go t o see 
her we enjoy a n i c e a f t e r n o o n a t her home. Her f o l k s are r e a l l y 
s w e l l and she i s a g i r l you would r e a l l y l i k e 

I sent you a l l a Christmas Card The. i n s i g n i a on the 
card was of the Seventh Armored D i v i s i o n w i t h whom we have been 
attached t o since we came to France. NOw - don't g e t i t mixed 
up w i t h the Seventh Army. 

We have had no r a i n i n the past few days so the A i r Corps 
ought t o be doing a l r i g h t . The weather has been f a i r l y warm 
and then too we are s l e e p i n g i n a b u i l d i n g so you can e a s i l y 
see t h a t the s i t u a t i o n could be a l o t worse 

Your son, 
C a l v i n 

H o l l a n d 
D e c 2 

Dear Daddy, 
Don't know how much longer t h i s w i l l l a s t , ( r e s t ) 

b u t I am anxious t o s t a r t doing something. J u s t goes t o show 
you t h a t a s o l d i e r doesn't know when he i s w e l l o f f 

Your son, 
C a l v i n 



10. Excerpts from l e t t e r s home (1944): (Cont'd.) 

H o l l a n d 
Dec. 7 

Dear Mother, 
E v e r y t h i n g i s s t i l l going easy f o r me r i g h t now so 

you can see i t doesn't pay f o r you t o worry about me. 
I have been t o see the g i r l (Annie) since I wrote t o you 

a l l . The o t h e r n i g h t we had some mushrooms - I don't remember 
having had any before The f a m i l y has r e a l l y t r e a t e d me 
s w e l l - j u s t l i k e one of them. I t i s hard t o e x p l a i n , but 
what they have done f o r me means more t o me than you could 
imagine. I t i s the f i r s t t a s t e of home l i f e . I have had si-nce 
I l e f t home. I w i l l send you t h e i r address as soon as i t i s 
permissable and then one day you can w r i t e t o them 

The l a s t time I saw her (Annie) she gave me a s m a l l golden 
cross which she had had f o r a long time and I wear i t on my 
chain around neck She i s C a t h o l i c as are most people here 
I may never see her again, but I sure won't f o r g e t her. I f e e l 
indebted t o her and when I am i n the p o s i t i o n t o do something 
f o r her, I w i l l . 

Eour of us are l i v i n g i n a house w i t h a Dutch f a m i l y . 
They have s i x c h i l d r e n - ages 7 months t o t e n years. Three 
boys and three g i r l s and they are always f i g h t i n g and p l a y i n g . 

Am e n c l o s i n g a c l i p p i n g about the 7 t h Armored D i v i s i o n 
which we are a p a r t o f . I t i s a r e p r i n t from the S t a r s and 
S t r i p e s I t p r e t t y w e l l covers our work i n France 

Your son, 
^ a l v i n , 

H o l l a n d 
Dec. 14 

Dear Mother, 
Connie sent me a box of candy and f r u i t cake which reached 

me w h i l e I was a t the f r o n t l i v i n g i n a German p i l l b o x - i t 
c o u l d n ' t have come a t a b e t t e r time: By the way - we were i n 
Germany. 

I am p l e n t y t i r e d of t h i s whole mess and the sooner 
i t i s over the b e t t e r 

I am e n c l o s i n g a p i c t u r e of the Dutch f a m i l y I was t e l l i n g 
you about i n my l a s t l e t t e r . Quite a f a m i l y don't you t h i n k ? 
I am p r e t t y anxious t o s t a r t r a i s i n g a f a m i l y myself 

A l l my l o v e , 
C a l v i n 



Belgium 
Dec. 25 

Dear Mother, 
Here i t i s Christmas Day my thoughts have been o f you a l l 

a t home remembering a l l the wonderful times we have had on 
Christmas past, and l o o k i n g forward t o a Merry Christmas t h i s 
next year. 

V.'e have had a l o t of snow the past few days so you can 
see t h a t we had a white Christmas - i t was p r e t t y a l r i g h t b ut 
al s o very c o l d . Ive ate C - r a t i o n s today and I v;as p l e n t y glad 
t o get t h a t . Things have been going p r e t t y rough f o r us f o r 
awhile now, b u t the s i t u a t i o n looks b e t t e r now. A l o t has 
happened the l a s t few days and I am sure glad t o be here 
thank the good l o r d f o r t h a t -- i t was a good enough Ghris-tmas 
present f o r me 

Dear Mother, 
New Year's Eve passed and i t was j u s t as any oth e r n i g h t 

o n l y a t m i d n i g h t the a r t i l l e r y r e a l l y opened up on the Germans 
I t has been a year ago since I l a s t saw you i n D a l l a s and 

I have been t h i n k i n g about you q u i t e a l o t 
The ground i s s t i l l covered w i t h snow but we don't n o t i c e 

the c o l d so verys.much becuase we u s u a l l y f i n d a warm place t o 
st a y a t n i g h t ** 

Your son, 
C a l v i n 

Belgium 
Jan. 1, 1945 

A l l my l o v e , 
C a l v i n 

P.S. --I ' m a sergeant. 

Hope your book B a t t l e i n the Shade i s a gr e a t success. 
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